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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale consecrating the oils at the Chrism mass,
flanked by Deacon Antony Bishop, Fr Tony Daniels and Fr Paul Beukes.

F

80% of SA Catholics believe
the divorced and remarried should be
allowed to receive the Eucharist –

T

Second Archdiocesan
Marian Pilgrimage

lowing from the wonderful
experience of the first
Archdiocesan Marian Pilgrimage in Mulbarton, the desire of
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale to build a
Marian Shrine in the Archdiocese is
gathering momentum. The people
came in their numbers, confirming
their yearning for a place of
encountering God through Mary
our Mother. It is our desire that a
Marian shrine will create such an
opportunity. Marian devotions are
always centred on Jesus Christ. Like
in Cana of Galilee, Mary our Mother
will always advise us to do
whatever Jesus tells us to do.
The awareness campaign to
deepen devotions to Mary in the
Archdiocese will continue, as the
process for the acquisition of a
property to build the Marian shrine
continues. As part of the campaign
process, the East and Far East
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he Jesuit Institute South
Africa has reported its
findings made in a survey
on family life in preparation for the
Synod on the Family in October. It
was based on the Lineamenta that
was issued after the Extraordinary
Synod of Bishops in 2014. The
Institute found that 80% of
Catholics who responded believed
that divorced and remarried
Catholics should be allowed to
receive the Eucharist. The survey
also discovered that Catholics
believe that clergy need more
training in family ministry to be
effective and that are “too busy” to
give adequate care to individual
families and cannot help them with
emotional and practical support.
The Institute questionnaire
gathered information from South
African Catholics in different
contexts – townships, suburbia and
the inner city. The Institute
established that many South
Africans found the definition of
“family” problematic. The
Eurocentric view of family – father,
mother and children (nuclear
family) – is foreign to African
traditional understandings. The
increasing trend of children who

grow up in the absence of
biological parents under the care
of extended family was highlighted.
A number of respondents said that
they consider the extended family
to be mother and father and
therefore family is not a “nuclear
family.”
Despite the fact that the family is
often spoken of as important in the
church, Catholics did not know of
support programmes for family life
because of the lack of communication. People had some idea about
pre-marriage formation, but 46% of
respondents did not know of any
initiative at parish level to support
couples in the early stages of
marriage. The need for lay people
to be more involved in family
ministry was emphasised.
Eighty percent of Catholics
reported that they knew of no
pastoral care for those in what was
termed “unconventional families”.
This highlights a significant
challenge and pastoral gap in the
practice of the church in South
Africa.
Sixty percent said that clergy
should be more welcoming to
people and treat everyone equally,
regardless of their state. Thirty
percent said that they would

encourage clergy to speak more
about God’s love and mercy to
unconventional families. Language,
the report says, should be more
used more sensitively. Priests do
not know of unconventional
families - even though many of
them exist in parishes.
Unconventional families remain
hidden for many reasons but
mostly because they are afraid of
being judged. Some simply stay
away from the Church altogether.
This is another big challenge if the
Church wants to reach out to the
majority of families in the South
African context. Most South
Africans do not fit what would be
considered “the norm.”
The survey highlighted a clash
between traditional African
marriages and the church’s practice.
Many couples are married in
traditional African marriages but
not in the Church and therefore,
although married traditionally, are
“cohabitating” in as far as the
Church is concerned.
The highly emotive and sensitive
issue of divorced and remarried
Catholics being allowed to receive
Holy Communion was strongly
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deaneries will host the second
pilgrimage at St Dominic’s
Catholic School for Girls, Boksburg
on 30 May starting from 9:00am.
The day will start with a
concelebrated mass by Archbishop
Buti. There will be two sessions.
Confessions and adoration of the
Most Blessed Sacrament will be
on-going throughout the day.
supported. 80% of Catholics who
took the survey said that this
should be changed. The current
practice, respondent’s felt,
unnecessarily marginalised people.
The Eucharist is a central part of
Catholic identity and denying
people this Sacrament is an
obstacle to the sensitive pastoral
care of marginalised Catholics.
Forty-two percent said that the
parents of unconventional families
should be allowed to participate
fully in the life of the Church. Other
findings included that the current
annulment process was too
cumbersome and was a practical
barrier to people seeking help in
the Church. A significant number
said that LGBTI (Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transgendered Intersex)
Catholics should be welcomed with
respect and care.
The full report is available on the
Institute’s website www.
jesuitinstitute.org.za
For more information contact:
+27 82 737 2054 or r.pollitt@
jesuitinstitute.org.za
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Hosted by the East and
Far East Deaneries

Fr Emmanuel Wafula AJ blessing the fire, with altar servers looking
on during the Easter Vigil celebration. See page 5& 6
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Daswa beatification

Fr. Russell Pollitt, S.J.
The Director

Apart from the celebration of
mass and Novena prayers to the
Immaculate Conception, the day
will also feature a sung Rosary
procession, burning of candles of
petitions and public and private
devotions before the altar of our
Lady. Envelopes will be provided
for private booking of masses and
there will be blessings and
investiture of the miraculous medal
of the Immaculate Conception.
Parishes and the various pious
groups and sodalities in the
Archdiocese are encouraged to
publicise it and organise
transportation for their members.
For further information contact the
office of Evangelisation of the
Archdiocese 011 402 6400 or
Fr Charles Uloko – 083 540 0170.
See page 12 for programme.

Free photographic
workshop
ADNews is organising a free
photographic and basic reporting
course on Saturday, May 23 from
10am to 2pm.
The Star photographer Timothy
Barnard, will assist participants with
tips on how to use cameras and cell
phones to take photos. Journalists
Anna Cox, Judy Stockill and Lebo
Wa Majahe will assist with how to
write a basic report and captions for
your photos.
We are encouraging all parishes,
sodalities, youths, schools, and other
organisations to attend.
It is a good way, in today’s world
of fast communication and social
media, to get experience and, at the
same time, to promote the work your
organisation is doing. Your articles
will not only be published in
ADNews, but will also be posted on
our website: www.catholicjhb.org.za.
Please confirm your attendance
before May 15 to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

 innovative non-degree courses in Education, Business
Ethics, Peace Studies, Theology & Philosophy

DPhil in

Applied Ethics
BA(Hons) in
POSTGRADUATE DEGREES Peace Studies Culture & Education Theology
Theology
in the humanities:
BTh(Hons)
Philosophy
Philosophy

 regular training programmes on
Civilian Peacebuilding Capacity
a number of SHORT COURSES
for lifelong learning:
 a 2-year distance-learning programme for
a Higher Certificate in Biblical Studies

For more details, please visit www.staugustine.ac.za or contact us at admin@staugustine.ac.za • 53 Ley Road Victory Park 2195 Johannesburg • Tel. +27 (0) 11 380 9000
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First time confirmations at Palm Ridge

for May
Pope’s Intentions

From left: The newly confirmed – Lecheandra Le Grange, Fatima Vilakazi, Kamisha Naidoo,
Sihle Mthembu, Fr Godwin Garuba MSP; Bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, Nondumiso Fatyela,
Lunga, Babies Vilakazi, Zanele Hani and Ayanda.
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For the first time since the opening of the church in 2006, confirmations were held at
Sacred Heart, Palm Ridge on the 15 March. We were blessed to be in the presence
of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and we appreciated the beautiful homily he shared, in
particular, the brief history of the Rosary and the importance of the blessed Virgin
Mary in the church and in our lives. We have faith that his words will live in our
hearts and we can transform our lives through prayer and get into the practice of
praying and meditating on the Rosary.
Madika Mashiloane

Patronal Feasts in May
1st St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong (1956); St Joseph the
Worker Bosmont (1969) and the polish community in Norwood
1st St Peregrine Laziosi, Alra Park (1982)
9th Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park (1967)
13th Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park (1945); Dube
(1959); Sharpeville (1960)
24th Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale (1938)
26th St Philip Neri, Moletsane (1962)
29th St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado Park (1979)
30th St Hubert, Alexandra (1919)
Also, Our Lady of Geluksdal and all Marian parishes.

Chancery
011 402-6400
For all departments

May is the month
of Our Lady
Saturday 2 May 09:00-15:00

Retreat for
Funeral Ministers
Cathedral Big Hall.
RSVP Liturgy department
Annastacia Mphuthi, 011 402-6400
Life in the Spirit seminar
refresher or for first timers
‘LIVING NEW LIFE IN THE
SPIRIT SEMINAR’
Tuesdays at 19:30 5 May to 7 July
at St. Charles’, Victory Park
Jenny Cameron 083-467-6318;
011 792-7665; Heather Withers
011 431-0849; 083-458-1008
FA M I LY o f G O D C O M M U N I T Y

Saturday 9 May 09:00-12

CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following
Parish in May. Pray for them.
Sun 10 May 09:30 St Anthony’s
Coronationville
Sun 17 May 09:00 St Angela
Dobsonville
Fri 22 May 19:00 St John’s
North Riding
Sat 23 May 14:00 St John Bosco
Robertsham
Sun 24 May 09:00 St Francis Xavier
Martindale
Sat 30 May 14:00 St Patrick’s
La Rochelle
Sun 31 May 10:00 Our Lady of Fatima Brentwood Park

Saturday 16 May 19:00
Dress Formal or smart casual
At NUCLEO DE ARTE E CULTURA
Cr Victoria & Wemmer Pan Road,
Regents Park

Pray outside the abortion facilities

Randburg

Gandhi Square

18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00
Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate

Help the Culture of Life Apostolate
help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu
079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za
www.cultureoflife.co.za

Adoption,
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533
o.za
or adoptions@mweb.c
.za
org
ns.
tio
dop
w.a
ww

St Anne’s Home
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation
available. A CWL project.
Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667
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Miners Shot Down

Family Life Theme
2-4 June

Winter Living
Theology 2015

welcomed me” (Mt:25,35)

Wednesday 27 May
Malvern Parish

Saturday 16 May 12:00-16:00

GOLF DAY

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS
“Initiation of Formal Worship
Installing the Priests Systems’ failure”

Contact Toni Peters 082-336-3039

Scripture in its Jewish context.

Saturday 30 May 08:30-15:00

Retreat for Caregivers

Holy Family College, Parktown
40 Oxford Road.
Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book call Bernadette Chellew,
082-760-0809
or e-mail btrnchellew@gmail.com

Training for catechists & all faithful.
Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department.

Verena Kennerknecht
011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

Meisi Maredi

Fr. Nicholas King SJ,
The JI invites all to a screening
world-renowned New Testament
of the multi award winning
scholar, will present
documentary on Marikana
The Scandal of Christian Disunity –
Bookings and tickets at Bienvenu Shelter. Followed by discussion & light supper.
a Biblical Approach.
Phone: (011) 624-2915 or 071-333-7284
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park
Church of the Resurrection,
or 076-941-6084 or 079-167-2928
RSVP for catering purposes to
Bryanston
In aid of the Bienvenu Shelter
Berniece Eales 083-998-3255
Bookings 011 482 4237
“I was a stranger and you
berniece@iburst.co.za
admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za

Cathedral Place, boardroom
RSVP Family Life Department or
Mahadi Buthelezi on 083 992 0387.

May 8-10 & 22-24, Observatory

Friday 22 May 19:00

Bienvenu Awards Banquet

Saturday 16 May 11:00-15:00

My Quality of Life and my Body

Congratulations were sent to the
RCIA candidates and Catechumens who were anointed during
the Easter Vigil. Anointing
serves to strengthen their faith
and protect them from influences
of evil as they journey toward
the sacraments of baptism,
confirmation and the Eucharist

Community Notice Board

Meeting of All Parish Family Life
Desk Co-ordinators

PRH WORKSHOPS

Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni – Easter Vigil

and anyone interested.
Cathedral Small Hall.
Please RSVP with the numbers
attending to Lisa at reception,
Dikeledi or Sr Claudia, 011 402-6400

Christian Morality

“As we honour those who
have departed, let’s encourage all
people living with HIV from all walks of
life to demand a sustainable AIDS
response – one that funds health care,
promotes human rights for all, and
engages us fully and meaningfully”.
Suzette Moses-Burton
See the parish’s AIDS resource file
for prayers and liturgies or
call the AIDS office.

Wednesday 20 May 10:00

Cathedral Hall
Annastacia Mphuthi at 011 402 6400

Playground Equipment Wanted
for the Catholic Women’s League
pre-school in Eldorado Park.
The CWL would like playground
equipment your children
have outgrown.
Call Gail 011 618-1533/5
cwljhbsec@globex.co.za

Starting at 09:00 at St Dominic’s
High School for Girls, Boksburg
Hosted by East & Far East Deaneries
Contact Evangelisation Department
on 011 4026400

Sunday 31 May 17:00

Charismatic Mass

Hosted by the East Rand Catholic
Charismatic Renewal
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park
Celebrant is Fr Joseph Wilson
Phone Diane Shaw 082-822-2556

Free Notices

Workshop on Youth /
Liturgical Music

Francophone Community @ 11:15

Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

Contact Vicar for vocations,
Father Thabo 082 8246 394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations secretary Susan

Saturday 23 May 09:00 - 13:00

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Marian Pilgrimage

Join the discernment
group on Sunday 26 April

at Mazenod Centre.
All priests welcome.
Pray for our priests and deacons.

2nd Sunday of each month

Saturday 30 May

Are you called to be
a diocesan priest?

Morning of recollection
for diocesan clergy

Deaf Community

on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 @
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep

for the Archdiocese

International Candlelight Memorial
Sunday, 17 May

Community Masses

Notices here are free but limited to
announcements of events with
contact details. Send your notices to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
by the 10th of each month.
Fax 011 402-6406
Next ADNews is due on
Sunday 7 June

Engaged? Congratulations!
Now is the time to talk to your
parish priest about
marriage preparation
Catholic Engaged Encounter
info@engagedencounter.co.za
Contact Bev 082-556-3880

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

076-211-5232

Nigerian Community @ 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic @ 12:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Zambian Community @ 11:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Committed to life
and parenthood

For more www.marfam.org.za/blog
Saturday 11 April 09:00-16:30

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY

Unit 1 of Gospel of Mark
Cathedral Place
Please bring your own lunch
Bookings Teresa Wilsnagh
CATHOLIC BIBLE
FOUNDATION of SA
011 435 7488

NGOME YOUTH PILGRIMAGE
CHRIST THE KING, ORLANDO EAST
18-19 JULY
Young people are invited to a
night vigil of prayer
about all issues affecting the Youth
Contact Dudu 073 277 4449, Hloni
062 346 4694, Hlohlo 061 183 5911
Motshedisi 076 6342198

DIVORCE CARE

Find help and healing for the hurt of
separation or divorce in group therapy.
Thursdays at 19:00 at St. John’s,
Northriding. Contact Arianna
071-138-8401
AND
Saturdays at 13:30 at St John the
Apostle, Florida. Contact Nicky
Nicky.Omar@gmail.com,
082-851-9649 or Steph 082-766-0810
stephanie.kennedy@ircglobal.com
www.divorcecare.org

Could you not spend
an hour with me?
Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of
The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

Malawian Community @ 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
@ 14:00 on last Sunday of each
month St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Portuguese-speaking
Community

every Saturday @ 20:00
at Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Rosebank
011 788-5226

JOIN the ADNews
group and get
up-to-date notices.

Our Lady of
the Angels
Chapel
Edenvale, 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament one hour before.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00
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Negotiating the
Rubrics of the Mass
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

W

e have five questions from
three different people. All
ask what we are supposed to be
doing at specific points in the
Mass. Although there is always a
textbook answer, there is also a
need to remain open to the possibility of future adaptation of the
rubrics: those directions printed in
red in the various liturgical books.
Why does the sign of the Cross
change when the deacon or priest
begins proclaiming the Gospel?
Instead of a big gesture over the
whole body we make three small
crosses.
The minister proclaiming the
Gospel uses his right thumb to
make a cross on the open Gospel
Book and then traces the cross on
his forehead, lips and over his
heart. The congregation copies
what he does. This gesture goes
back to at least the eleventh
century. It symbolises that we wish
the Gospel to be on our minds and
lips, and in our hearts. Think about
this as you do it, and make visible
crosses, and not hurried little
smudges. Ask the Lord to plant his
message in your minds and hearts
so that you may profess it with
your lips.
Is it acceptable for the congregation to raise open hands when
responding with the words “And
with your Spirit” and “We lift them
up to the Lord” before the Preface?
When the priest invites the people
into prayer at the very start of the
Eucharistic prayer, he ought to
make open, inviting gestures that
evoke an enthusiastic response
from the whole congregation. Now
the rubrics do not mandate the
people to do anything with their
hands or arms, but this does not
necessarily mean we should stand
to attention like soldiers on parade!
In the 1980s, a Durban priest went
to the United States where he was
inspired by liturgical developments
among African-American
Catholics. Since these people’s
culture is more embodied and
expressive than others, getting the
congregation to participate with
open arms made sense. On his
return to Durban, this priest
implemented what he had learnt
and people took to it with delight,
especially the more charismatic.
This is an area in which bishops’
conferences may make local
adaptations.
What about lifting up our hands
during the Our Father, mimicking
the action of the celebrant?
Once again, when the whole
congregation is praying aloud,
there is nothing to prevent them
from assuming a traditional posture
for prayer. Praying with open arms
and upward palms is called “the
orans position” and is a very
ancient Christian custom. When all
the people are praying in this
manner, we emphasise the fact that
we are celebrating the Eucharist
together, as one body. Although the
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presiding minister is usually called
“the celebrant” we must never
forget that he is
presiding over the celebrating
community, not celebrating the
liturgy on behalf of the community.
Is it acceptable for the celebrant to
leave the sanctuary to exchange a
Sign of Peace with congregants in
the front pew?
The most recent edition of the
General Instruction of the Roman
Missal states that the priest should
not leave the sanctuary during the
Sign of Peace, but restrict himself
to an exchange of peace with the
assistant ministers. This caused an
outcry when first published as it
was perceived to be dividing the
clergy from the laity. The United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops has already given
permission for the priest to
exchange a sign of peace with
those near the sanctuary when he
considers it appropriate, such as at
weddings and funerals. Our own
bishops’ conference has given us an
alternative and that is to have the
Sign of Peace immediately after the
Prayers of the Faithful when the
ministers may move around more
freely.
Why does the priest drop a small
piece of the host into the chalice
when we say the “Lamb of God?”
This part of the liturgy is called
“the Fraction Rite”. While the
Lamb of God is being chanted, the
priest breaks the host in a visible
manner and then drops a tiny piece
of the host into the chalice while he
prayers softly, “May this mingling
of the Body and Blood of Our Lord
Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us
who receive it.”
This co-mingling comes from the
time of the early Church Fathers.
At one time there was one Sunday
celebration in each town attended
by all Christians, but as the number
of baptised people grew, so the
bishop had to delegate authority to
other priests to hold the Eucharist
in other places. To maintain a
visible expression of unity, the
bishop dispatched deacons to carry
some of the consecrated bread from
his altar to those of the other
priests. This particle was dropped
into the cup from which all would
receive. All were then held to be in
communion with their bishop. This
custom is echoed in today’s liturgy
and should remind us that when we
come forward to receive, we
celebrate being in communion with
Christians throughout the world
and through all ages.

G

ood governance at local
government is one of the
three campaigns for the
Justice and Peace ministry in the
2015-2017 project cycle. During
this campaign, the Justice and
Peace ministry, together with civil
society organisations, aims to hold
local councillors accountable in
the development and the implementation of local government’s
integrated development plans
(IDP) and to increase public
participation in the IDP processes.
On 14 February, 23 Justice and
Peace members representing 10
parishes: Holy Trinity - Braamfontein; Cathedral of Christ the
King; Regina Mundi - Moroka;
St Theresa - Zondi; St Salvador Leondale; Our lady of Mount
Carmel - Thokoza; St James Magaliesburg; St John - Northriding; and St Augustine - Orange
Farm Ext 2 - attended a capacitybuilding workshop on local
government the IDP processes
and public participation.

Holding local councillors
accountable

Participants gained knowledge on
what the local municipality/local
government is; the legislative
framework of local government;
key local government processes
such as elections, the IDPs
themselves; municipal budgets;
and role players in local
government.
Until 7 June J&P groups
embarking on the good

Ndivile Mokoena, Prof Sheila Tlou,
Burgie Ireland and Sr Claudia
Hausmann next to a candle lit for
those who succumbed to death due to
an AIDS-related illness.

The church has
played a critical role
in the AIDS response
- Former Minister of Health in
Botswana and current UNAIDS
regional director for Eastern and
Southern Africa, Prof Sheila Tlou
AIDS coordinators met at Cathedral Place on 28 March. Sr Claudia
Hausmann from the AIDS office
opened the proceedings with a
song and prayer. She read a
passage from Ezekiel 37:21-28
where God is talking to the
Israelites, then asked coordinators
to personalise the message to show
that God is talking to us as well. She
encouraged them to believe that
there is always hope.
In her report, Ndivile Mokoena,
also from the AIDS office, said with
the government funding to the
Catholic Health Care Association,
they as HIV Counselling and
Testing, trained peer counselling
volunteers, tested over 6000
people, distributed pamphlets and
conducted screenings for TB and

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?

sugar diabetes. She requested
coordinators inform them of
challenges faced and asked to be
invited to their parishes to spread
awareness should they feel a need.
Former Minister of Health in
Botswana and current UNAIDS
regional director for Eastern and
Southern Africa, Prof Sheila Tlou,
was the guest speaker. In her
address, she said there has been a
significant decline in new adult and
child HIV infections, however,
there’s still unacceptably high new
infections amongst adolescent girls
and young women. A staunch
Catholic, and a proud member of
the St Anne’s sodality, she said the
church has played a critical role in
the AIDS response and at UNAIDS,
they see the church as allies in their
quest of zero new infections, zero
discrimination and zero AIDSrelated deaths.
Health professional and writer,
Burgie Ireland, said teenage girls
are ignorant when it comes to
sexual matters and corroborated
Prof Tlou’s assertion that they are
the most vulnerable. She said
parents should be approachable
and not condemn their children. In
that way, their children will always
feel free to talk to them instead of
their peers who are most likely to
misinform them.
Lena Klaaste from St Martin de
Porres, Toekomsrus said it is
important that fellow coordinators
attend meetings as they were
informative and made
them better health
coordinators because
everything they learn
they implemented in
their communities.

governance campaign will conduct
baseline studies in their respective
municipal wards to assess current
levels of accountability by ward
councillors, and the level
community participation in local
government processes such as IDP
processes.
Brian Mooi (J&P fieldworker for the
Soweto, West and Central deaneries)

RCIA retreat

Charles Adriaanse, above, one of
the candidates from the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) program at Don Bosco,
Robertsham.
The photo was taken outside
the chapel at Lumko Pastoral
Institute in Benoni. They had a
day’s retreat on Sunday, 22 March.
These RCIA candidates and
catechumens went to full communion during Easter.

Bidding farewell
From left: Fr Johannes Silalahi, parish
priest, Sr Juliana Abioye – head of the
Youth Deparment, Sr Annamercy
Geregere, Sr Chiara Gusti and
Fr Manu Tsasa.

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville sent off
their catechist coordinator,
Sr Annamercy Geregere, as she
departed on transfer to Cape Town.

Lerato Mohone

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 31087,
Braamfontein, 2017
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption
Sr Carmel
082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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LET US SAVE RADIO VERITAS
Dear Editor
I, the undersigned, being a
Catholic, would like to put a
proposal out there to all to kindly
have a special collection in aid
of helping Radio Veritas which is
in desperate need of finance. We
all benefit from the station with
the blessed prayers offered and
from the wonderful inspiration
from Fr Emil.
Please assist as they are really
in need, and if these needs are
not met, they may have to close
the station down. That would be
very sad and also not what we
would want. I plead and pray
that this proposal will be
accepted and that Fr Emil will be
blessed with contributions from
our people out there.
Harriet Lesar

Bank details:
Radio Veritas
Nedbank Cresta 191305
Account No: 19113296067

WAYS INTO PRAYER

Dear Editor
Having read Fr Emil’s letter ADNews
April issue and his comments on
Donor fatigue, I would like to appeal
to the Knights of da Gama to take up
this challenge. A very small contribution by all Catholics in the country
would solve the problem. We are all
obligated by the last passages in
Matthew’s gospel to assist. If every
Catholic donated just R1.00 per
month, payable in advance, that is
R12.00 per year, which everyone can
afford, multiply that by a million
parishioners and the problem would
be solved. If every parish started to
collect the small contributions and
paid them over to Fr Emil, his financial
woes would be over. Are the Knights
not willing to take up this challenge?
The mind boggles – with very little
effort, our favourite radio station
could be saved.
Forget about saving the whale and
the rhino, that’s important, but
equally deserving is our support of
Radio Veritas. We are, after all,
obligated to do so.
John Driver

St Anne’s special Mass

The St Anne’s Central Regional opening mass at Our Lady Mercy Emndeni
was held on 22 March.

The celebrants were Fr Bruce Botha, Spiritual Advisor and parish
priest Fr Bernard Sompane. The attendance was excellent and most
parishes were well represented. The regional executive teams wished
all the St Anne’s, Soweto deanery well.
Dear mother,
intercede for all of our
mothers. Ask your
Divine Son to give them
the grace of surrendered
love so that they could join with
you in giving their own. May
they find daily strength to say
yes to the call to the sacrificial
love – the very heart of the
vocation of motherhood. May
their love and witness be a
source of great inspiration for all
of us called to follow your Son.
On this Mother’s Day, Mother
of the Word Incarnate, pray for
us who have recourse to you.
From the Family Life Department – Happy Mother’s Day to
all.
Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi

Let us pray on
Mother’s Day

M

ary, on this day when we
honor all mothers, we turn
to you. We thank the Lord whom
you serve for the great gift of
motherhood. Never has it been
known that anyone who sought
your intercession was left
unaided. Dear Mother, thank you
for your answer “yes” to the
invitation of the angel which
brought heaven to earth and
changed human history. You
opened yourself to God’s word
and the Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us.
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Pentecostal people

T

Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

his month we celebrate May
as Mary’s month, Workers
Day, Mother’s Day, Family
Day, Ascension Thursday, Pentecost
and Trinity Sunday.
On the surface these feasts may
seem unrelated, but if we look a
little deeper I see a thread running
through all of them. For me the
final words of Jesus before his
ascension offer a way into understanding these different moments
of celebration: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I commanded you; and be sure
of this, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” (Matt
28:19-20)
Imagine that Jesus is saying this
to me today. What does this
invitation to go and make disciples
of all people mean? Am I a
disciple? How do I help the people
around me be better disciples?
Mary is recognised by the church
as the first disciple, the first to say
‘Yes’ to Jesus, and there is that
lovely title given by the church to
her of Theotokos, which essentially

means God - bearer. Mary offers us
an example, so that we can also
bear Jesus to the world. How am I
called to bear Christ to others?
As we encounter the various
significant ‘days’ this month, it
may be worth thinking about how I
am called in these different spheres
of my life to bear witness to the
Good news.
In celebrating Workers Day, does
my work give glory to God? I
don’t need to be working in a
church for this to apply. It is in my
interactions with others, in my
generosity of myself and my time,
in my integrity that I bear Christ to
the world.
Mother’s day and International
Family Day highlight my private
life and the role of the home. In
order to live and thrive as free and
independent adults we need to have
been adequately loved and nurtured
as children. As an adult do I really
see children as a gift from God - a
gift for which I am accountable to
God? Contemplating the Holy
Family this May might help me
think more deeply on my role as
mother or father. Look at how God
placed Jesus his beloved son, in the

hands of ordinary human beings
like you and me and how they
helped him to grow and become
the person he became. Likewise
there are children in my life, my
own and the children of others.
Do I say ‘Yes’ to God and ‘Yes’
to these children with the same
commitment as did Mary and
Joseph?
As the Easter season draws to a
close, and we celebrate Ascension
Thursday and the feast of
Pentecost, we hear again and
again God’s promise to always be
with us. Jesus saying ‘I will be
with you to the ending of the age’
(Matt 28:20) and you will not be
alone because ‘I will ask the
Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and
be with you forever’. (Jn 14:16)
We are Pentecostal people, we
live in the now of Pentecost; the
Holy Spirit is with us, in us,
offering us the grace we need to
live for God and others.
How we live, how we spend
our time, how we care for one
another are all part of what it
means to be Christian. We are
called to be people for God and
people for others. It is in our love
of one another we come to more
closely resemble the love of the
Trinity. It is in living out our
vocation to love, that we are
really human, made in the image
and likeness of the Trinity.

Fatima pilgrimage
and Five Saturdays

O

n Saturday, 9 May, hundreds
of Catholics will be taking
to the Johannesburg streets
again. This will be the 16th time,
and the 9th time in succession, that
this pilgrimage will be taking place.
The pilgrimage on foot celebrates
the apparitions of Our Lady to three
shepherd children in the hamlet of
Fatima in Portugal on 13 May 1917.
During these apparitions, that took
place over the following six months,
our Lady under the title of “Our
Lady Queen of the Rosary,”
appealed for prayer, conversion and
peace in the world.
“Since these apparitions, millions
of people have changed their lives
positively and come to practice the
messages of Fatima,” said Manny de
Freitas, co-convenor of the pilgrimage. He said that because those
apparitions took place in Portugal,
the Portuguese community have a
special devotion to Fatima.
To mark these Marian apparitions,
the Blessed Sacrament parish in
Malvern East, and led by parish
priest, Fr Tony Daniels OMI will be
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undertaking a pilgrimage on foot.
This pilgrimage will start from the
church, corner Geldenhuis and
Mullins roads, Malvern East on
Saturday, 9 May at 18:30. It ends with
mass at the Schoenstatt Shrine, on
the corner of Van Buuren and
Florence roads, Bedfordview.
“All are invited to join. We are
aiming at beating last year’s
estimated attendance of 2 000
pilgrims,” said de Freitas. Pilgrims
should wear comfortable shoes, and
should bring a candle.
After the success of the Five
Fatima Saturdays last year, the Five
Fatima Saturdays will again be
taking place this year. These
Saturdays are when the Rosary is
meditated on the first Saturday of
each month from June to October as
requested by our Lady of Fatima.
This will take place at 17h00 in the
church, before the 17h30 Mass. The
dates for these Saturdays are; 6 June,
4 July, 1 August, 5 September and 3
October.
For further information contact:
Manny de Freitas – 082 788 6824

50

happy years

Robertsham Parish in Johannesburg celebrated another 50th
wedding anniversary this year.
Lewis and Bernadette Simon
were married in St Anthony’s,
Durban on 16 January 1965.
Lewis later served on the St Vincent de Paul Society at Our Lady
of Valingani, Chatsworth. They
have lived in Gillview in the
Robertsham area for the past 18
years and have been blessed with
three children, six grandchildren
and one great grandchild. They
are now retiring to Midrand.
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Why Catholic?

The Nazareth
House group
which attended
an HIV/AIDS
workshop

Giving strength to face
the scourge of HIV/AIDS
Nazareth House staff from the ART
Clinic, the Hospice, the old aged home
and the HIV Support Group, Johannesburg, participated in a retreat at Lumko
Institute in Benoni led by Fr Phina John
Mmakola. The theme was: “Light,
Creation and a Word.”
These were shared as well as individual testimonies about the word of God
touching our different tasks on a daily
basis in our care for one another. Much
was done to revitalise the spirit of the
attendees. The environment was peace-

ful and the accommodation tranquil.
The teachings from Fr Phina were
very touching, encouraging and
reconciling, and provided us with a lot
of strength to face the scourge of HIV/
AIDS. The retreat included topics such
as forgiveness in its fullness, compassion, love and acceptance, which is
something we often miss in our daily
lives. And, finally, he gave the participants a topic to reflect on: “What is the
plan from here for my world?”

Holy Cross Provincial Education Conference

T

he management of De La Salle Holy Cross College spent an
inspirational weekend with the Holy Cross Sisters in Cape Town.
The theme was “Inspired by the word, hope urges us forward.”
This was the ninth annual education conference which was held this year
at the Holy Cross Provincial House in Parow, Cape Town. Each school gave a
presentation about their respective schools and Brother Michael Chalmers
gave an excellent presentation on “Empowered by the Word.”
“We are always humbled to see the wonderful work of the sisters and
the other teachers in our schools, sometimes under difficult circumstances,”
said Debby Harris, principal of De La Salle, Victory Park.

D

eepen your appreciation of and
devotion to our Blessed Mother
Mary and her role in our lives and the
life of the Church.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, has been
revered since the earliest days of the
church. Over the centuries, her example
has inspired Christians to imitate her by
saying “yes” to God’s call in their own
lives. Mary’s faithfulness, as it is
portrayed in the Gospel narratives, is a
model of the prayerful kind of life Jesus
calls us to.
Scripture, Catholic teaching, personal
testimonies, and Marian prayer –
including the rosary – provide a renewed

appreciation of Mary’s place in today’s
world, where she, as always, points the
way to Christ.
Seven sessions on the life and mystery of Mary to enrich your prayer life:
• Here am I:
• According to your word;
• Here is your mother;
• Do whatever He tells you;
• Who is my family?
• All were filled with the Holy Spirit;
• Mother of the church.
Join a small faith sharing community
for seven sessions to encounter Mary in
prayer and meet new friends in our
parish. Small Christian communities are
forming now.
For more information, please contact
your parish Priest, your Parish RENEW
Africa groups or e-mail duncan@hyam.
co.za

Christian Prayer:
Deepening My Experience of God
The Profession of Faith:
What We Believe
The Celebration of the Christian
Mystery:
Sacraments
Life in Christ: Walking with God
Why Catholics Work for Justice
When embarking on the Why Catholic?
process, small Christian communities
study the four sections of the Catechism
of the church. The communion of small
Christian communities usually meet for
six weeks at a time – in September and
in Lent – completing the series over four
years. Each section takes two meetings
over one year.
The Why Catholic? process can also
be used in a variety of ways, such as for
RCIA, parent meetings preparing them
when their children will be receiving
baptism, reconciliation, the Eucharist and
confirmation; and for personal use.
The process advances in small
Christian communities with prayer,
learning from the scriptures and the
Catholic catechism, faith sharing and
planning some small action, either
personal or communal, to further the
understanding of the gospel in the family,
parish and community. Stephanie Block:
“Many of the most active and committed
Catholics are, in addition to serving their

A Journey through the
Catholic Catechism
parishes, members of smaller gatherings
that meet together on a regular basis to
study scripture, pray, and offer one
another friendship. Contemporary megaparishes in a highly mobile, disconnected society make smaller “Christian
communities,” as they’re sometimes
called, warm and attractive places.”
Why Catholic? will begin in September.
To become involved, ask your parish
members of Renew Africa for details or
e-mail duncan@hyam.co.za.
Pope John Paul II has expressed a
repeated and strong support for the
development of small Christian
communities over the years. Here is a
sampling of his statements: “One way of
renewing parishes, especially urgent for
parishes in large cities, might be to
consider the parish as a community of
communities and movements.
“It seems timely therefore to form
ecclesial communities and groups of a
size that allows for true human
relationships. This will make it possible
to live communion more intensely,
ensuring that it is fostered not only ad
intra, but also with the parish
communities to which such groups
belong and with the entire diocesan and
universal church.
“In such a human context it will be
easier to gather to hear the word of God,
to reflect on the range of human
problems in the light of this word and

Daveyton Youth unite
on Family Day

As the country, and especially
the church recuperates from the
long, yet spiritually-fulfilling
Easter weekend, on Easter
Monday young people from
Daveyton united at St Nicholas.
The event started with daily
mass at 07:00 and then more

than 60 youths, from as young as
five years old, did aerobics, led
by professional fitness trainer,
Loyiso Nebe. It was a fun-filled
day. People were split into
groups to search for Easter eggs
within the church yard. Lerato
Monametsi, one of the organisers

gradually to make responsible
decisions inspired by the all-embracing
love of Christ.”
Pope John Paul II, Apostolic
Exhortation “The Church in America,”
1999:
“The church, as family, cannot reach
all her possibilities as church unless
she is divided into communities small
enough to foster close human
relationships. The characteristics of
such communities are:
They should be places engaged in
evangelising themselves, so that
subsequently they can bring the Good
News to others;
They should be communities which
pray and listen to God’s word;
They must encourage the members
themselves to take on responsibility
and to learn to live as church;
They reflect on different human
problems in light of the Gospel;
These communities are to be
committed to living Christ’s love for
everybody, a love which transcends the
limits of the natural solidarity of clans,
tribes or other interest groups.”
Above all, it makes me very happy to
renew now the confidence which my
memorable predecessor, Pope Paul IV,
manifested in the small Christian
communities.”

of the day was happy with the
turnout of people considering
the fact that the weather was
gloomy in the morning. Nebe
said: “I am happy that young
people showed enthusiasm
about the exercises we did. I
enjoyed the fact that even kids
participated and seemed to have
fun. It was an informal gathering,
which was exciting since we
usually meet for spiritual
meetings and activities when we
come to church.”
As the day progressed, the
youth relaxed with good food
and music, which lingered in the
warm autumn air.
Kati Dijane

I f y o u h a v e d o n e a L i f e i n t h e S p i r i t s e m i n a r,
do this as a follow-up.

‘LIVING NEW LIFE IN
THE SPIRIT SEMINAR’
5th
12th
19th
26th
June 2nd
9th
23rd
30th
July 7th

May

Introduction & Registration – Jenny Cameron
Faith – Mgr. Barney McAleer
Charismatic Gifts – Paul Cook
The Power of God – Paul Derbyshire
Covenant Life – Mike Mahony
Discernment of Direction in Life – Frances Correia
Community, Vision & Mission – Tom Miles
Community, a Way of Life – Val Halley-Wright
Thanksgiving Mass

Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.30pm Secure Parking
Contact:

St. Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No.3, Victory Park
Jenny Cameron 011 792 7665 or cell 083 467 6318 or
Heather Withers 011 431 0849; 083 458 1008

FA M I LY o f G O D C O M M U N I T Y
May 2015
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Passion Sunday

Palm Sunday Procession

29 March

Zondi

Part of the congregation of St Joseph’s in Katlehong sing and dance
through the streets of Mokoena section waving palm leaves in a procession, marking the arrival of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem.

St Hubert’s, Alexandra

St Peter’s, Kagiso

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza washing the feet of parishioners, who were representatives of the sodalities.

Maundy Thursday tradition

Parishioners in procession into the
Church which was led by the priest
and altar servers.

Mzobe Ngetu riding a donkey
on Palm Sunday.
St Theresa Zondi united with the
Methodist Church for their
procession.

Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary, Krugersdorp

Fr Thabang Nkadimeng O.M.I.
pictured with altar servers and
parishioners in the procession as
they took the streets of Alex. (Pic
from Fr Thabang’s facebook)

Cathedral of Christ
the King
All gathered outside for the blessing of the palms and the reading
of the gospel.

Except for the resurrection on
Easter, Holy Thursday is possibly
one of the most important,
complex, and profound days of
celebration in the Catholic
Church. It celebrates the
institution of the Eucharist as the
true body and blood of Jesus
Christ and the institution of the
ministerial priesthood. The
washing of the feet ‘ceremony” is
a call for all to be of service to
others, Fr Emmanuel Wafula of
St Peter’s, Kagiso said. The Holy
Thursday Liturgy takes place
after sundown, marking the end
of Lent and the beginning of the
sacred Triduum. Even though the
Triduum takes place for three
days but the liturgy is kind of a
continuation of one. At the
conclusion of the Mass, the
faithful are invited to continue
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament throughout the night,

just as the disciples were invited
to stay up with the Lord during
His agony in the garden before
His betrayal by Judas. No Mass
will be celebrated again in the
Church until the Easter Vigil
which celebrates and proclaims
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

In Moletsane…
Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza, of St
Phillip Neri, Moletsane in his
homily said “We should not see
leadership or ministry in the
church as power, but as serving
one another, and serving the
community and anyone in need.
He praised Pope Francis’ for
washing the feet of the disabled at
the detention centre in the Vatican
and explained that the Pope is
showing the example of the love
of Christ, which is the centre of
life.

Lebo WA Majahe

Lebo WA Majahe

Parishioners gather outside the
church yard in prayer and singing.

Pics by Mark Kisogloo

“It’s not over until
God says it’s over”

A

Fr Ignatius Fidgeon O.M.I. blesses
the palms.

Parishioners waving the palm
branches in jovial singing.
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hopeless situation does not
mean that God has left us
just because things don’t work
out as planned. Those were the
words that Fr Thabiso Clement
Ledwaba, a lecturer in St John
Vianney Seminary Pretoria
standing in the back row has left
us to meditate upon them on
Good Friday. St Theresa – Zondi
and Holy Cross –Zola were
blessed with his presence during
the Holy Week to assist Fr Malesela Dikgale parish priest of both
parishes.

RCIA Passover Meal

O

nce a year at Easter time the
RCIA program coordinators of
Don Bosco Robertsham host a
Re-enactment of the Passover meal,
an integral part of the journey for
those converting to Catholicism.
This was the most successful
passover meal yet with 55 attendees
the bulk of which were RCIA initiates
and their sponsors. Also in attendance were several of our Salesian
parish priests, sisters and deacons.
The meal consisted of traditional
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foods as eaten on passover –
haroshes, bitters, lamb and boiled
eggs spread across scripture
readings from the old testament
and the singing of hymns.
The RCIA ( Rite Of Christian
Initiation For Adults ) program is a

2 year program here at Don Bosco
Robertsham. Spearheaded by Sister
Patricia Finn and Iris Seabrook with
assistance from Deacon’s Victor Ho
and Mike Nolan, it has seen great
success with steadily increasing
numbers over the years.
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Stations of the Cross

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza leads the
congregation carrying the Blessed
Sacrament to the altar of repose.

The Transfer
of the Eucharist

Altar servers of St Joseph’s in Katlehong lead the congregation in a procession of the Stations of the Cross – depicting the suffering and the ultimate
death of Jesus Christ – on Friday afternoon before Good Friday service.

Eden Park

Fr Sikhosiphi
Mgoza makes a
reverence to the
altar, prostrating.
Altar servers,
Kamogelo
Mogale and Bongani Podile along
with all the
parishioners also
kneel in silent
prayer. This act of
prostration,
which is proper to the rite of the day, is strictly observed for it signifies
both the abasement of “earthly man,” and also the grief and sorrow of the
Church.
Lebo WA Majahe

Good Friday

Passion Plays
Jesus meets His
mother… both
youth and
young adults of
the Cathedral
participated in
the play.

Fr Emmanuel Wafula transfers the
Eucharist to the altar of repose ahead
of adoration.

W

hen the Eucharist is
processed to the altar
of repose after the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, all remain in quiet
prayer and adoration, keeping
Christ company. Popular piety
is particularly sensitive to the
adoration of the Most Blessed
Sacrament in the wake of the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper. The
faithful go there to venerate
Jesus who was placed in a tomb
following the crucifixion and in
which he remained for some forty
hours. It is an invitation to silent
and prolonged adoration of the
wondrous sacrament instituted by
Jesus on this day.

Eden Park Catholic community hosted a paschal meal attended by
approximately 80 people at the parish. Everyone participated making
the event very lively and meaningful for everyone who attended. While the
evening was very enjoyable the liturgical significance of the event was
maintained.

Picture by: Mamorena Motaung

The Youth of Christ the King took to
the streets of Orlando East doing the
passion play on Good Friday. Picture
depicts Simon of Cyrene helping Christ
to carry the cross played by Motlatsi
Topisi and Thabo Zwane.

Tongai
Makwembere
of the Cathedral of Christ
the King
played Jesus
as he was
crucified.

Pictures: Fr Thabo Motshegwa

Lebo WA Majahe

Veneration of the Cross
– Good Friday

Fr Bruce Botha, parish priest of
St Martin de Porres, Orlando
West venerating the cross during
the Good Friday Service, while
altar servers assist.

Picture taken by Tebogo Petja

St John Bosco
Robertsham
‘We adore Thee, O Christ,
and we bless Thee because
by Thy Holy Cross Thou
has redeemed the World
Adoration or veneration of an
image or representation of Christ’s
cross does not mean that we are
actually adoring the material
image, of course, but rather what
it represents. In kneeling before
the crucifix and kissing it we are
paying the highest honor to our
Lord’s cross as the instrument of
our salvation. Because the Cross is

The catechism group of St Cosmas and
Damian, Cosmo City were in charge of
doing the passion play. Picture depicts the
crucification of Christ.
Picture by: Kgomotso Kgomo

Picture: Sam Taunyane
Jesus falls for the first time … Patience
Sebele (female) of Regina Mundi played
Jesus, and was excellent at it.
Langa Gugushe as Christ carrying the
Cross during the passion play at St Phillip
Neri, Moletsane. The play was done by
the Imbewu, the Seed Drama group
consisting of youth from St Philip Neri and
Holy Cross, Zola

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza kneeling and
kissing the feet of Christ during
the veneration of the cross.

inseparable from His sacrifice, in
reverencing His Cross we are
Lebo WA Majahe
adoring Christ.

Picture: Lebo WA Majahe

TOURS TO
CAPE TOWN

Travelling in September
& December 2015

Places of interest: Robben Island,
Table Mountain, Cape Point,
Cape of Good Hope,
Waterfront, etc.

Cost: R8 500 per person
Contact details: Elize Travel Tours
Cell number 073 395 0095
or 011 934 4426
Email:

elize1elizabeth@outlook.com
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Fr Francis Muturi with the
Sisters of the Companions of
St Angela holding the candle
that was blessed during their
launch of the Year of Consecrated Life

aged, visiting the needy and other works
according to the needs of the church.”
The Apostles of Jesus is a religious
missionary order of priests and brothers
founded by two Italian Comboni
missionaries, Fr John Marengoni and
Bishop Sisto Mazzoldi in Moroto Uganda
on 22 August 1968 with the aim of new
evangelisation in Africa and the world. In
keeping with our charism which is
imitating the heart of Christ the good
shepherd, we commit ourselves totally to
the service of all with the special preference for the poor and the vulnerable. We
provide and array of services including
health care ministry, education services,
retreats and formation programs.
We commit ourselves to the service of
the spiritual, pastoral and social welfare
of all people with preference to the poor

A

Raymond de Souza with Edward
Urban from St Charles, Victory Park

“Rediscovering the
sense of the scared”
Culture of Life Apostolate presented Eternal Word Television
Network, internationallyrenowned Catholic pro-life
speaker and apologist, Raymond
de Souza. Raymond delivers talks
to various audiences which
included seminarians, confirmation students, catechism students,
youth day pilgrims and parish
youth groups. On 12 April, he
presented “Rediscovering the
Sense of the Sacred” to the faithful at Mater Dolorosa, Kensington.

International
Candlelight
Memorial
Sunday, 17 May

“As we honour those who have
departed (died), let’s encourage all
people living with HIV from all
walks of life to demand a
sustainable AIDS response – one
that funds health care, promotes
human rights for all, and engages
us fully and meaningfully”.
(Suzette Moses-Burton)
Prayer:
Loving and Caring God, who never
becomes weary and continues to
support us:
We are a broken world – living
with and affected by HIV.
We are sad as we remember loved
ones who have died, often
powerless when we think of the
virus, angry at systems which
continue to keep people powerless
and vulnerable.
Bless us and strengthen us in
order to continue the journey.
Lead us to experience resurrection
and new life. Amen.
(See parish AIDS resource file for
more prayers).
See notice on page 2

t a meeting with the
Union of the Superior
Generals in which he
declared 2015 as the Year
of Consecrated Life, Pope
Francis said: “A radical
approach is required of all
Christians, but religious
persons are called upon to
follow the Lord in a special
way. They are men and
women who can awaken
the world.” Consecrated life is a
prophecy. God asks us to fly the nest
and to be sent to the frontiers of the
world, avoiding the temptation to
“domesticate” them. This is the most
concrete way of imitating Christ.
St Angela is served by the Apostles of
Jesus and the Sisters of the Companion
of St Angela. On 22 March, the year of
Consecrated Life was officially launched
in the parish by lighting a candle which
had the inscription: “Year of Consecrated Life” with the names of the
founders of the two congregations. This
was done during mass which was
celebrated by Fr Francis Muturi, the
priest-in-charge of the parish. After
lighting the candle, the priest and the

St Angela’s Dobsonville,
launches the Year of
Consecrated Life

T

sisters led the congregants with the
prayer of the consecrated life which is to
be recited every Sunday throughout the
year. The candle will also be lit
throughout the year in all liturgical
celebrations in the church.
The Congregation of the Companions
of St Angela was founded to serve the
needs of the Africans in the diocese. The
founder, Archbishop William Patrick
Whelan OMI, said: “The primary aim of
the congregation is not to have teachers
and nurses at our disposal, but to have
its members devote themselves to the
service of God. In matters of apostolate,
the special aim of the congregation is to
propagate the Catholic faith by works of
education - formal and informal, the
formation of the youth, caring for the

in spirit, following the example of Christ.
Through evangelisation, we build a new
civilisation of love, justice, peace and life.
In the divine plan, we are called
“Apostles of Jesus,” hence we draw our
charism and spirituality also from the
mission and life of the 12 apostles by
mediating upon the acts of the apostles.
We have been entrusted with the same
mission and grace, namely to become
friends of Jesus and servants of the
Gospel in order to proclaim to nonChristians the infinite treasure of Christ
(Ehp. 3:8), to complete in ourselves what
still remains of His sufferings for the
building up of His body the church.; to
bear witness to the power of His
resurrection through a new life totally
transformed by His Spirit (Phil. 3:10)
Fr Francis Muturi

On 28 March, members of
the Immaculate Conception sodality in the Archdiocese gathered at the
Cathedral to re-commit
themselves to the sodality.
They started by reciting
the sorrowful mysteries of
the Rosary. This was followed by mass said by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale assisted by Frs Thabo
Motshegwa and Benedict Mahlangu. Each deanery then re-committed
itself to the Immaculate Conception sodality at the altar.

Immaculate Conception

GRADE 11 PILGRIMAGE CROSS

he Grade 11 Mass Pilgrimage Cross has started their journey to our
Catholic schools.
The cross, adorned with each school’s emblem, is sent with a prayer
and a message to encourage each other to be faithful witnesses to the
gospel and to remain united in following Our Lord. Each school has the
cross for a week.
On Monday, 16 March, Grade 11 students from Marist Brothers
Linmeyer, handed the cross to the Grade 11s of Assumption Convent.
The students from Marist Brothers sang a few hymns, read from
scripture and said a prayer. The St Ursula’s girls handed the cross over
to La Salle learners, spoke about St Angela Merici and shared some of
her special prayers and words of wisdom. They prayed for La Salle
College, invoking the intercession of Jean-Baptiste De La Salle and
encouraged the boys and girls with a Bible reading and hymn.
Refreshments and a friendly exchange between the learners brought the
hand over to a happy conclusion. St Dominic’s School in Boksburg
handed the cross over to CBC Boksburg at their special mass
celebration and De La Salle College handed the cross to St Teresa’s
School, Rosebank.
The Grade 11 masses will be celebrated at the Cathedral 20–21 May.

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR
AN INDIVIDUAL OR COMPANY TO LOOK AFTER

Information Technology (IT)
AT THE CHANCERY OFFICES

Please send a brief outline of your expertise and services
that can be provided to the Chancery, to:
The Vicar General, Rev Fr Duncan Tsoke
Email: vgeneral@catholicjhb.org.za
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Mercy
Daswa beatification date set Divine
Sunday
F
r Similo Mngadi, spokesperson for
the Southern African Catholic
Bishops Conference has announced
that the beatification ceremony of
Benedict Tshimangadzo Daswa will
take place on 13 September in the
Thohoyandou stadium, Limpopo.
Daswa will be beatified a martyr by
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of
the Vatican’s Congregation for the
Causes of Saints. Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale said earlier that the bishops
had hoped that Pope Francis would
beatify Daswa himself, as this is a
first-time experience for South
Africans. This proved to be impossible as the Holy Father’s schedule is
full. It is hoped that many people will
want to witness an event of this
magnitude, by being part of the
making of history. The stadium has a
capacity for 25 000 people.
The event co-ordinator for the
beatification is Sr Claudette Hiosan,
assisted by a number of people.
Attendance promotion is being done
mostly in Johannesburg, Pretoria,
Klerksdorp, Witbank and Swaziland
as Thohoyandou is relatively a small
place.
Regional political leaders and
chiefs are to be invited to the event.
The ceremony of the beatification
will be the only event happening for
Daswa in South Africa as the
canonisation will be done in Rome.
Daswa, the first beatrus to be born in
South Africa, will be our “Regional
Saint” and his name will be called
among other saints and Blessed at

ordinations, opening of churches
and will be included on the list of
saints and blessed that they
intercede for us as he is one step
closer to the sainthood. His picture
can also be put up in churches or
our homes for devotion. New
churches built can also be named
after him. Fr Similo said that after
the beatification, every year in the
South African liturgy calendar, we
will celebrate the Benedict Daswa
feast day on
1st January as Daswa died on the
2 February 1990. In a telephonic
interview with Fr John Finn MSC,
who worked with Blessed Daswa
around the 1980s, he was described
as a man who was involved in the
parish council, catechesis and
ensuring that the poor and sick were
cared for and fed. “I remember him
as a determined man, who had a
stubborn way of getting what he
wanted”, Fr John said. He described
Blessed Daswa as a reasonable man,
to whom one could never say “no.”
After a deep breath, Fr John said he
remembers the day Daswa was
killed very vividly as he had come to
his house earlier that day, bringing
him some vegetables. Although
Fr John was not at the scene during
the murder, he remembers the
hostility and fear in members of the
community. Fr Finn was the main
celebrant at Daswa’s funeral and he
explained that he could not wait to
be part of the beatification.
Lebo WA Majahe

the care of the late founders of Little
Eden, Danny and Domitilla Hyams.
He is seen here (left) with
Sr Magie who assisted him in
making the scarf, and with his
special letter (below).

A special letter
from Pope Francis
It was a special day for
Little Eden resident, Matthew
Turner, when he received a letter
from Pope Francis. The Holy Father
acknowledged and thanked Matthew for knitting a scarf for him to
keep him warm in winter. Cardinal
Wilfrid Napier took the scarf on a
recent visit to Rome and handed it
over on behalf of Matthew. Matthew turned 41 years old this year;
he was just five days old when he
was handed over by his parents into
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The vibrant church
Fr Mohohlo Maselwane anoints
and baptises the newly-accepted
catechumens for their first Holy
Communion as fully-fledged
Catholics during the Easter Vigil
at St Peter Claver, Pimville.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale with master
of ceremonies, Andrew Moodley during
the blessing of sacramentals and
Deacon Rob Bothma (behind).

M

ater Dolorosa in Kensington has, for the past 21
years, celebrated the feast
of Divine Mercy in a special way.
This year’s celebration started with
confession heard by 9 priests,
followed by adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, then the
glorious mysteries of the Rosary
led by sisters from the congregations of Immaculate Conception, Paulines, Good
Shepherd and Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity, as
well as the recitation of the chaplet of Divine Mercy
which ended with holy mass. Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
was the principal celebrant concelebrated with
Frs Thomas Gibson – parish priest, John Monash,
Arnaldo Nyathi, John Enslin, Didier Mischon and Msgr
Anton Borras. The priests were assisted by Reverend Rob
Bothma. In his quest to rekindle devotion to Mother
Mary, the Archbishop made references and drew
parallels to our mother.
“In recalling St Faustina Kowalska and celebrating
Divine Mercy, let us incorporate the Blessed Virgin Mary.
When Mary said “yes” to God, she did not know the

implication of that yes. She became
the mother of mercy because
through her, humankind experienced the mercy of God. There are
not many references to Mary in the
Bible, however, the few that are
there, indicate what a generous
person she was – the wedding at
Cana, standing at the foot of the
Cross. It being the Year of the
Family and of consecrated life, her ‘yes’ should also
reflect on her family and we should reflect on our own
families. When we fall in love, get married, join a
sodality or religious life, we all say yes. This ‘yes’ needs
to be renewed every day as we sometimes become
forgetful of our commitments and, at times, are more
helpful to strangers when our own families could do
with that kind of help,” he said.
Anne Moodley, a blind woman who has meticulously
been organising these celebrations for years, thanked
the Archbishop, deacon, religious, altar servers, the
faithful for their support and a friend Thelma Holdt
who, although not Catholic, charitably drives her
around for church-related matters.
Lerato Mohone

Bread
for Journey

International
Day for Families
The SACBC is continuing the focus
on families in 2015-2016. They
have also invited the local churches
to celebrate the month of May for
Family and Life.
The 2015 family theme is
“Marriage and family, committed to
love and life.”
The May theme is “Committed to
Life and Parenthood.”
Becoming a parent involves the
co-creation with God of a new life
that is eternal. This is an act that
can never be undone. Being a
parent involves a permanent
commitment to the well-being of
children from the moment of
conception and, as parents know,
your children will always be your
children. Many families also include
stepchildren or foster children.
Commitment requires that the best
interests of all children are always
kept in mind.
May 15: International Day for
Families. Two events around this
time highlight the importance of
building strong families.
16 May: mini-conference at
Pauline’s on “The Joy of the Gospel
and the Family.”
17 May: stations of light at Bosco.
(See notices for details)
Contact Toni: toni@marfam.org.za

Man does not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4)

A

part from talking to us through
nature, mass and people, God
also speaks to us through the Bible.
It is in this spirit that the Catholic
Bible Foundation of South Africa and
Catholic Bible College presented the
Bread for Journey on 11 April at
Cathedral Place.
Since the occasion was about
having a deeper relationship with
God through sacred scripture, the
Bible was enthroned – a practise
common in the church which mirrors
the honour given to the lectionary of
the gospel at mass.
The opening session began with a
prayer summoning the Holy Spirit to
make attendees “visible words of
God” and sharing Mark 1: 14-20
where Jesus calls four fishermen.

The sessions were facilitated
by Br Mike Chalmers, Mediatrix,
Ndlovu and Teresa Wilsnagh.
Teresa presented the session and
divided Mark according to the Book
of Glory and the Book of Suffering.
She used maps to show how Jesus
navigated Palestine – what is known
today as Israel, the language and
terms he used, the symbolism in
numbers, elaborated on metaphors,
contrast in the narratives of the
Gospel, the audience and the era in
which Mark’s Gospel was written.
Albert Mogale from St Peter Claver,
Mamelodi East, said: “This is my third
year. The Year of Faith was a wake-up
call for me to go into a deeper
relationship with Christ. Travelling
from Pretoria has been worth it as all
the sessions have been spiritually
fulfilling and as attendees we now
feel free to evangelise.”
After finishing all three sessions,
participants receive certificates.
Lerato Mohone

Photo: Sello Mokoka
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Uplifting seminar

Catholic
Schools Sunday
- 17 MAY

C

Pictured from left: Jenny Potgieter, Sharon Meyer, Br Michael Burke,
Sue Chapple, and Marilyn Thomas who were all presenters for the day.

O

n 18 March, 110 teachers
from 29 Johannesburg
Catholic schools came
together at St Augustine’s College
for a Religious Education (RE)
Seminar presented by Br Michael
Burke and the Catholic Schools
Organisation team. It was a very
rewarding afternoon with Br
Michael inviting RE teachers to
share and enrich each other’s
experience and to promote the
status of RE in their schools.
Br Michael presented a beautiful
and thought-provoking power
point presentation. He asked
teachers to respond to by inviting
some of them to share their own
creative ideas using drawings.
This was followed by a session
with inputs from five presenters on
the different RE courses available
for teachers to upgrade their RE
qualifications.
Jocelyn Thompson shared her
personal experience on the journey
of enriching her teaching of RE
through upgrading her professional
qualifications.
Bernadette Chellew introduced
the teachers to the two-year higher
certificate course in biblical studies
through St Augustine’s College, as
well as the Bat Kol monthly lectures
during this year on the Book of
Leviticus.
Br Mike Chalmers from the
Catholic Bible Foundation spoke on
his new book ‘Bread that will Last’
and also brought to the attention
of teachers the three-year course
offered on the scriptures.
Sr Judy Coyle spoke on the
current academic courses as well as
the short courses for personal
enrichment offered by St Augustine’s College.
Mr Paul Faller from CIE introduced the teachers to the new
higher certificate for Religious
Education that is being offered this
year, from last month. He also
encouraged teachers to join
Professional Society of Religious
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Educators, which is free to all RE
teachers. This will enable them to
receive the periodical ‘Roots and
Wings,’ which includes articles of
interest for classroom lessons.
Teachers were then invited to
choose from five break-away
sessions:
• Assessment of RE in high school
– Jenny Potgieter
• Assessment of RE in primary
school – Sue Chapple
• Liturgy in the high school –
Sharon Meyer
• Liturgy in the primary school
– Marilyn Thomas
• Bright Ideas – Br Michael Burke.
The feed-back received by the
CSO from these sessions was
encouragingly positive. More areas
for the enrichment of RE lessons
and sharing of ideas will be
incorporated in the next seminar to
be held on 22 July.

atholic Schools Sunday
(CSS) takes place this year
on Sunday 17 May, followed by
Catholic Schools Week.
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale has
agreed that this Sunday be set
aside as Catholic Schools’
Sunday. Our theme this year is:
“Catholic Schools Celebrating
our Founders.”
As this year has been given to
acknowledging the dedication of
those in consecrated life, we
invite our learners to answer the
call of their founders to serve
their schools in building
communities of faith, knowledge
and service. Special emphasis is
being placed on the pilgrimage
journey that the founders of our
schools undertook to establish
Catholic schools. Many times it
was a difficult journey of
personal hardships with an
uncertain future, but they always
had Jesus as their guide and
centre. The Gospel message
inspired these courageous
founders to leave their countries
to spread the word of God by
educating and caring for many
young people and to serve.

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord

T

he Solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord celebrates the day on which Jesus
Christ, 40 days after His rising from the dead, ascended bodily into heaven.
This feast which has been traditionally celebrated on the 40th day after Easter
Sunday is always a Thursday. This year, however, the feast in Southern Africa and
many other Dioceses around the world has been transferred to the following Sunday,
the 43rd day after Easter Sunday. This does not mean, however, that the Ascension is
no longer a Holy Day of Obligation. Keep in mind that under the Precepts of the
Church, every Sunday is a Holy day of Obligation.
The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, in accordance with canon law,
petitioned the Holy See to allow the celebration to be transferred to the following
Sunday.
Moving the celebration to Sunday serves as an effort to offer everybody the opportunity to attend Holy Mass on this Feast Day, since an immense crowd of parishioners
cannot attend Mass on that Thursday due to reasons which is beyond their control.
This important Feast Day, of the Ascension of the Lord serves as the hope of our
glorification and a guarantee to meet our Lord in Heaven. It is a reminder of our
salvation, a reminder that our true home is in heaven.
It is also a reminder for all of us, not just of what awaits us when we die, but also
what we need to do while still alive, because Jesus before His Ascension commissioned His disciples, and us too, to be His witnesses and to carry out His mission to
the ends of the earth until his return. A big task indeed! But before we can proclaim
Jesus to others, keep in mind that our first task is to make sure that we make Jesus
the Lord of our own hearts, and then we can proclaim the Good news to others not
only through our words and actions but also through our lives.
Fr. Paul Beukes, Episcopal Vicar for Liturgy
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Catholic schools are called to
serve. This year’s theme lends
itself to examine what we
understand by service, to selfreflect and refresh our mission.
To serve is an integral element of
Jesus’ mission in the gospels, and
in our schools we are called to
serve parents, teachers, learners ,
community and the wider world.
It also means being more open
to the reality of life and
challenging ourselves to let go of
hurts and prejudice. It involves
introducing the learners to evergreater horizons of transcendence
and beauty. In so doing, we
continue in the ministry of Jesus
in serving those entrusted to our
care.
Pope Francis has also reminded
our young people that the church
needs them, their enthusiasm,
their creativity and the joy that is
so characteristic of them.
Schools are encouraged to give
of their talents, their enthusiasm
and their joy in being a Catholic
school.
Abortion is murder
Speak out on this issue.
‘Avoid pro-abortion politicians’.
Culture of Life Association
082 609-6919

A group of boys preparing scones
for St Anne’s residents.

Bennies boys
baking scones

E

verybody wins when boys get
to have fun and learn while they
are doing it. When two of our
Bennies (St Benedicts) teachers, Mrs
Leong and Mrs Goncalves decided
to get boys to create a Christian
recipe by focusing first on the
ingredients, and then that a
meaningful and clear recipe be
followed, the outcome was bound
to be interesting. The boys enjoyed
the structure and designed some
super personal ingredients to make
up a Christian recipe. They then
reinforced what they had learnt
about the structuring process by
following a recipe to make scones.
Some were a little flat and some a
little overdone, but the boys were
very proud of the scones, most of
which were edible and could be
taken to St Anne’s Home for the
Aged. The boys indeed became
cheerful givers to the ladies at
St Anne’s!

Uniting the grade 9s

Holy Rosary pupils Michela Giuricich, Kim Watson, Keegan
Hunt, Nadia Salgado, Kayleigh Masters, Giulia Lencioni
and Kyra Vivian, with some St Benedict’s boys.

H

oly Rosary School received the cross from St Benedict’s College
on Monday, 23 March, as part of a pilgrimage which aims to
unite the youth in a journey to make the world a better place through
getting to know Jesus Christ. Holy Rosary will pass on the cross to
the next school, where the pilgrimage will culminate in all the
Catholic schools’ grade 11s meeting at the Cathedral this month.
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WORD OF GOD

The Prophet

Blessed are they who are
persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of Heaven.
(God) (Matt 5: 10)

T

his beatitude is all about
being prophets. When we
make a stand for what is
right we should expect only a few
to support us. Prophets are people
who challenge evil in society. The
moment we do this we can expect
considerable opposition. “We have
always done it this way,” does not
necessarily make it right. The
spirit of prophecy exposes the
false and unjust values of our
world here and now.
Here are two alternate ways of
expressing this beatitude:
Blessed are those who suffer for
bringing about justice; they are
building God’s Kingdom.
Linked to God are those who
are hated for telling the truth; they
are God’s hands and feet.
The age of the prophets is not
over. Rev. Beyers Naude, Nelson
Mandela and Helen Joseph are
examples from close to home. If
you are thinking of taking up this
role, be warned, it is a very
dangerous calling. Most prophets
did their best not to accept this
call. Moses came up with all sorts
of excuses not to carry out God’s
plan. The Lord appeared to him in
the burning bush. God anticipating
that Moses would turn and run
told him to, “Remove the sandals
from your feet.* (Ex 3: 5) You do
not go very far in a desert without
sandals. God continues, “7 I have
observed the misery of my people
who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, 8 and I have come
down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey… 10 So come, I
will send you to Pharaoh to bring
my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.” (Ex 3: 7 – 10)
Not surprisingly an argument
followed:
Moses said to God, “11 Who am
I that I should go to Pharaoh, and
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
14 God said to Moses, “I am
who I am.” He said further, “Thus

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the
Bible Foundation writes about
the Word of God in response
to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.

you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I
am has sent me to you.’ “ (Ex 3: 11,
14) Argument over.
4 Now the word of the Lord
came to Jeremiah saying, 5
“Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, and before you
were born I consecrated you; I
appointed you a prophet to the
nations.”
Excuses followed, “6 Ah, Lord
God! Truly I do not know how to
speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But
the Lord said, “Do not say, I am
only a boy, for you shall go to all
to whom I send you, and you
shall speak whatever I command
you. 9 Then the Lord put out his
hand and touched his mouth; and
the Lord said to him, ‘Now I have
put my words in your mouth. 10
See, today I appoint you over
nations and over kingdoms, to
pluck up and to pull down, to
destroy and to overthrow, to build
and to plant.’” (Jer 1: 4 – 10)
We too are called, “to build
and to plant.”
Elijah crossed swords with
Jezebel when he put all (false)
prophets to the sword. She
publicly announced that she
intended to kill him. He was
afraid and made a run for it. After
a long and tiring journey Elijah
was fed up with God and told
him,“This is enough, Lord!” He
had another forty day’s walk
ahead of him before he reached
the mountain of God, Horeb.
God does not take ‘No’ for an
answer. Twice God greeted Elijah
with, “Why are you here?” Then
He told him to “Go, take the road
back.” (1 Kings 19: 1 – 15)
Think back on the occasions
when have you failed to speak
out against injustice, “to pull
down, and then, to pick people
up, to build and to plant.”
When Jesus’ disciples failed in
their mission to go to the other
side he may well have asked
them, “Why are you here?”
At this moment do you hear the
Lord challenging you, “Why are
you here? I am sure I gave you a
job to do.”

Happy

50th

birthday
Fr Sompane

A

Another ordination in
Alexandra …

rchbishop Buti Tlhagale
ordained Thabo Mothiba to
the sacred priesthood on Saturday,
11 April at St Hubert, Alexandra.
Fr Ronny Cairns, parish priest and
also regional superior of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, concelebrated the
mass with Frs Duncan Tsoke, the
Vicar General and Tony Daniels.

We Celebrate with
our Clergy
The following Priests and
Deacons celebrate their birthdays
and anniversaries of their
ordination. Bishop Emeritus
Zithulele Patrick Mvemve also
celebrates his birthday in May,
God’s blessings to them all!
Remember them in your prayers.

Ordinations

Fr Sebastian Rossouw
praying over the newlyordained priest.

Thabo Mothiba kneeling
before Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale before he was
anointed with Chrism.

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS

Michael Meunier
John Thompson
Faustyn Jan Kowski
Raphael Ntlou
Malesela Dikgale
Arnaldo Nyathi
Pawel Michalowski
Simphiwe Kheswa
Nkosinathi Nkabinde
Manuel Martinez Ortega

Birthdays in May
2nd
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
20th

Fr Timothy Wrenn is a
new priest in the Archdiocese working at Bosco
Centre as the Youth
Coordinator.

Fr Joachim Malunga is
now assistant priest of
Holy Family, Turfontein.

Always in our
thoughts and prayers

Fr Christophe Boyer is
the treasurer of the
Missionaries of Africa and
currently running the
congregation’s guesthouse
in Edenglen.

23-5-70
26-5-79
12-4-79
19-5-97
03-5-03
3-5-03
24-5-03
29-5-04
23-5-09
14-5-11

21st
24th
27th
29th
31st

Sebastian Rossouw
Rev Peter French
Cinema Inueiua
Manuel Martinez Ortega
Johnson Ugwu
Vincent Pienaar
Malcom McLaren
Rev Ryszard Malinowski
Rev Michael Carroll
Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa
Louis Ajinge
Simphiwe Kheswa
Shaun Carls
Rodney George
Ivaldo Bettin
Raymond McQuarrie
Rev Victor Ho
Rev Henry Handgraaf
Christopher Boyer
Michael Meunier
Mathias Kaliisa
Rev Brian Walsh
Eugene Oguamanam
Bishop Emeritus Zithulele
Patrick Mvemve
Rev Wally Adams

... and in early June
Fr Mantsubisi
Enoch
Shomang
happy after
reading a
plaque from
well-wishers

W

e all want the best for our families and, as part of the family
of the church, our priests should be accorded the respect and
support they need at the times when they need it most. This
is also a chance for us to say ‘thank you’ and to remember those many
critical moments in our lives when a priest has been there to assist us.
Supporting the priesthood is indeed an obligation, but also a privilege.
I therefore hope you will join me in giving thoughtful and prayerful
consideration to the needs of our sick and retired clergy. Parishioners of
St Peter’s, Kagiso visited Fr Enoch Shomang OMI in the Oblate House
in Victory Park where he is currently being cared after an illness.
Lebo WA Majahe

1st Rev Kevin Kilroe
2nd Victor Kotze
5th Martin Roden
Boniface D’ Souza
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Our Lady of Emndeni celebrated Fr Bernard Sompane’s 50th birthday
at Hartbeespoort Dam. It was a simple celebration – a gathering of
parishioners and wishing him great happiness and joy.
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MARIAN PILGRIMAGE

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception
Hosted by the East and Far East Deaneries

H

Venue: St Dominic’s Catholic School for Girls,
Boksburg

Spiritual Revival
at Holy Family

oly Family parishioners in
Spruitview undertook a
journey of spiritual
revival during the past Lenten
season. This journey was inspired
by newly-inducted priest-incharge, Fr Teboho Matseke who
took over at the beginning of
February.
The journey began on 14 March
with a Novena to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. Parishioners gathered at
the church, prayed the Novena
for seven days.
All participating families were
rewarded with certificates and a
poster-size picture of the Sacred
Heart.
The next leg of the journey was
a series of spiritual lectures by
various priests, followed by the
Holy Family Novena.
Topics included: Sharing the
Good News – Fr Victor Ngwenya;

Reconciliation through Acceptance – Fr Teboho; Building
relationships – Fr Patrick Dladla
and Confessions Fr Teboho.
Some of the interesting questions raised during the lectures
proved quite testing. What is
forgiveness? What is sharing?
How do we build and sustain
relationships? asked Fr Dladla.
‘Do we think the church is
doing enough with regard to
physical and spiritual healing?’
he asked. The responses varied.
The week was rounded off with
a penitential service on 27 March
with a healing and anointing
ceremony with Frs Victor and
Teboho.
The highlight was the Paschal
Meal celebration on Tuesday
31 March.
Dominic Tshabalala
PPC Deputy Chairperson

Date: 30 May 2015 • Time: 0900 – 17h00
EVENTS
FIRST SESSION
Holy Mass/Benediction/Exposition

9:00am-11:00am

Break (Confession/Laying on of hands start)

S
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11:00am- 12:00pm

Angelus/Rosary Procession
(people assemble at the starting point either in the hall or outside and to end either
in the hall or outside )

12:00pm-1:00pm

Devotion to the Immaculate Conception (Either in the hall or outside)

1:00pm-1:30pm

Break and Preparation for the next Session (Confession/Laying on of hands continue)

1:30pm – 2:00pm

SECOND SESSION
(Confession/Laying on of hands continue throughout the 2nd session)
Holy Mass

2:00pm – 3:00pm

Hour of Mercy/Rosary Procession

3:00pm – 4:00pm

Devotion to The Immaculate Conception

4:00pm – 4:45pm

Closing

4:45pm – 5:00pm

• Visit to the Chapel of
Adoration
• Confessions
• Laying on of hands

ACTIVITIES
DURING THE
PROGRAM:

“God saw what He had made,
and it was very good”
o goes the first reading from
Genesis on Easter Vigil that
chronicles creation. In manifesting and demonstrating how
good a creation the human being
is, God has given all of us talents
and abilities through which to
express our love for Him and His
people. In keeping with this adage,
Thabang Mkwanazi, a young man
from St Michael’s in Meadowlands,
was inspired to put his own artistic
talents to good use to express his
deep love for God and His church.
As a graphics and fine artist, he
took it upon himself to draw a ‘6m
x 2m’ portrait of the Sacrificium
picture of Jesus on the cross, a
famous symbol of Lent in the
church. This portrait was prominently hung on the side of the altar
of St Michael during most of the
Lenten season, a reminder of the
ultimate sacrifice He made for the
atonement of our sins. Then on
Good Friday, he went to work on a
similar-sized portrait of the Lord’s
resurrection, signifying His victory
over death. This portrait duly
replaced the Sacrificium one on
Easter Vigil and now enjoys pride of
place at the altar. It will remain
there throughout the Easter season,
until Pentecost.
Chatting to Thabang about his
works of art, he said: “As an artist, I
view life the way it is and more
specifically, I view the world for
what it is and not for what I am. As
such, I use my observations to get
more experience and creativity.
Most of all I know that this is a Godgiven talent, and so I constantly
draw strength from that.
“For the two portraits I started
layers using only A4 sized papers, in
total 64 A4 pages were used to
complete the Sacrificium portrait,

TIME

ones in the world that have finger
patterns and finger prints, instead
of brush strokes. When viewed
close up, the actual patterns and
prints are more visible,” Thabang
explained.
Thabang spent a week working
on the Sacrificium portrait, and
the Resurrection one took only
15 hours to complete.
Speaking broadly about his work,
he concludes: “My artwork is more
about keeping things authentic
and original, and not
copying other artists
and their styles. I
believe in keeping it
real and doing it
myself.”
To contact Thabang
about his work and
perhaps use his talents
which I then bound together
to do work either for
to make one big sheet of
their parish, sodality,
paper. Charcoal was used
group, business or
Thabang Mkwanazi
to do the actual portrait,
family can reach him on
dabbing it onto both my hands for
074 939 6366 and
shading; no paint brush was used in thabangmkwanazi@gmail.com
these works. The difference with the
Tukisang Senne,
second portrait is only the size, as
St Michael’s Meadowlands
56 A4 pages were used to complete
it. The two portraits are the only

• Burning of candles
• Booking of Masses celebrated by the
Redemptorist Fathers
• Blessing of petitions
• Visit to the repository / snack shelter

PRAYERS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE SHRINE
TO OUR LADY
Novena to the Immaculate Conception
Pray the Rosary

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be
St Michael the Archangel Prayer

Catholic Archdiocese contact details:
Odilon – Dept of Evangelisation : 011 402 6400
Fr Charles Uloko CSSR : 083 540 0170

Chancery Celebrations
On Friday, 27 March, the Chancery
staff and a number of clergy bid
farewell to Fr Mandla Skhosana, who
has been the chancellor for over six
years. Over lunch, Fr Duncan Tsoke,
the Vicar General thanked Fr Mandla
for the diligent service he has given
the Archdiocese over the years and
wished him well in his future
endeavours. Fr Mandla will remain
parish priest of Our Lady of
Assumption, Molapo and Blessed
Joseph Gerard, Freedom Park where
he is assisted by Fr Bongani Dladla.

Sharing a joke,
Frs Mandla Skhosana,
Duncan Tsoke and JeanMarie Kuzituka Did’Ho

The new chancellor, Fr Jean-Marie
Kuzituka Did’Ho was also officially
welcomed on the day.
Pictures and report by: Lebo WA Majahe
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