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First Archdiocesan
Marian pilgrimage

A

rchbishop Buti Tlhagale’s
dream of building and
running a Marian shrine
in the Archdiocese is beginning to
take shape. His desire is to create
an atmosphere where the people
of the Archdiocese can truly seek
God and experience His support
in an atmosphere of prayer and
tranquility. This encounter will be
based on the model of the gospel
story of the wedding feast at
Cana where Mary, the mother of
Jesus, performed her first public
intercessory role in the life of
God’s people. A Marian shrine
will create a much deeper sense
of this intercessory role of Mary.
Marian devotions are always
Christo-centric in nature. All
Marian devotions safely lead us
into the arms of Jesus as it did at

First, first day and
… last, first day

As is tradition, the 2015 matrics of Holy Rosary High visited the Grade
Rs on the first day of school. For the matrics, it is their “last first day”
and for the Grade Rs, it is their “first, first day”. Seen with the Grade Rs
are (back, from left) Chisha Sitamulaho, Veronica Gordon, Alexia
D’Alessio and Danielle Fletcher. Front from left: Nthate Kekana, Olivia
Lawson, Emihle Molefe, and Gabriella Carraggii-Hilder.

Right: Makgoana
going heavenwards

the wedding feast of Cana in
Galilee.
While the process of land
acquisition for the Marian shrine
is still on, an awareness campaign
on the experience of going on
pilgrimage is starting soon. The
southern deanery will host the
first Marian pilgrimage.
The day will start with a
concelebrated High Mass by His
Grace, the Archbishop. The
program for the day is designed in
such a way as to allow individuals
and groups the freedom to choose
what slot to attend. There will be
four slots during the day, each
lasting at least two hours, after
which people can leave or stay
and participate in the other
activities during the day.
Confessions and adoration of the

‘We are immensely proud of our
Grade 12 learners on their
excellent results’ - CSO

C

A Catholic
saves the day!

A

t St Anne’s Belgravia we
have our power cables
stolen more often than most, but
were delighted to have lately
been assisted, on New Year’s
Eve, by Makgoana Mahlo who
proudly identified herself as a

atholic schools are committed
to an ethos of hard work and
discipline, which results in
academic achievements that are
above the national average.
So said Rosa Calaca, Director of
the Catholic Schools Office (CSO).
“Many teachers in Catholic
schools believe their chosen career
to be a vocation. This means that
they are committed to every child
reaching his or her potential and
not merely passing matric,” she said.
Catholic-school learners were
among the top achievers in the
2014 exams.
The achievement of Catholic
matriculants in the national senior
certificate examinations is
continually above the national
average, she said. Catholic school
pupils obtained a 98.6% pass, with
a high number receiving a bachelor
degree pass.

Makgoana Mahlo, a Catholic
City Power worker who
helped restore power to
St Anne’s, Belgravia

Catholic belonging to the Cathedral parish. We were all very
surprised to see her deftly
ascend in the cherry-picker to
fix the vandalised cables and in
no time at all restore our power.
Marius Vogel
Administrator of St Anne’s

Educating ethical

ST AUGUSTINE COLLEGE OF SOUTH AFRICA •
• OFFERS:
a full range of

Honours

MPhil in

12

FEBRUARY 2015
Most Blessed Sacrament will be
ongoing throughout the entire
period.
Apart from the celebration of
the Holy Mass and Novena
prayers to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help during which people will
venerate the icon of our Lady and
laying-on of hands by priests, the
day will also feature a sung
Rosary procession, individual and
group stations of the cross to the
top of the mountain, a visit to the
garden of remembrance to pray
for our deceased loved ones,
burning of candles of petition,
visit to the various altars of our
Lady for private prayer and
devotion; and blessings and
investiture of the brown scapular.
Parishes are encouraged to
organise transport for their
parishioners and choose the slot
of the day that best suit them.
It will be held at Our Lady of
Lebanon Church, Mulbarton on
21 February from 9am to 7.30pm.
See pg 9 for the programme.

Catholic
matriculants excel

While the national and provincial
average pass rate may have
dropped, the number of distinctions in the class of 2014 has
increased considerably. This is also
reflected in our Catholic schools
with an increase in the number of
candidates who attained six and
more distinctions. Some schools
achieved (on average) two distinctions per candidate, she said.
“Many of those with exceptional
results began their schooling
careers in Catholic schools and we
are proud of what has been
achieved in this past year. What is
always amazing is just how many
of the distinction candidates
managed to continue with their
extra-curricular activities and
contribute to the life of the school
in their Grade 12 year,” she said.
The CSO had 1 997 learners in
Gauteng schools that wrote either

leaders for Afric a

the only Catholic Institution of Higher Education in the country

Love
Endures

the Independent Examinations
Board or the Gauteng Education
Department exams.
“The results are a testimony of
the commitment and dedication
of the learners, parents, teachers
and principals of our schools.
Catholic schools have a proud and
long tradition of providing
education of a high quality. We
know that this is not the work of
only the matric teachers, but a
culmination of the excellent
foundation which was cultivated
by many teachers across the
school phases. While many
students drop out along the way,
our Catholic schools make every
effort to ensure that children
enrolled in our schools are able
to continue into Grade 12 and
complete their education,”
said Calaca.
See pgs 6,7 and 8
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Baptisms in Nyolohelo

Pope’s Intentions
for December

General. That prisoners, especially the young,
may be able to build lives of dignity.
Missionary. That married people who are
separated may find welcome and support in the
Christian community.

Our Lady of Fatima Baptisms

Confirmations
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following
Parishes in February. Pray for them.
Sunday
15 February
Lady of Mercy
Springs
Sun 15 Feb
10:00 10:00
Our Lady Our
of Mercy
Springs

Patronal Feasts in February
7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia (1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932) Servite Friars
22nd St Peter, Kagiso I (1926)

Chancery
011 402-6400
For all departments

2015 Marriage & family,
committed to love and life.
THIS MONTH'S THEME:

Committed to love.

For more www.marfam.org.za/blog
Get a family year planner R5

Pray outside the abortion facilities

Randburg

Gandhi Square

18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00
Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

1 & 18 February

Commissioning Sundays
for Parish Catechists
Tuesdays 3 Feb-24 March
19:30-21:30
FAMILY of GOD COMMUNITY
invites you
to a personal encounter with Christ
LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
St Charles’ Church Hall, Road No. 3,
Victory Park
Contact Mary 082 873 3372 or
Marieke 011 402 6400

Fr Jean Marie Did’ho
with some of the newlybaptised children, their
parents and godparents.
Their cathecists are
Lungile Ntombela and
Babsy Masoeu. The
baptism took place at
Our Lady of Fatima
Dube on 1 November.

Left: Pictured is Fr Mbulelo
anointing the newly-baptised
child with chrism, while
parents and god-parent
look on.
Lebo WA Majahe

Saturday 21 February 09:00-21:30

Saturday 7 February 10:00

Marian Pilgrimage

Year of
Consecrated Life

Our Lady of Cedars, Mulbarton
Join any of the Marian devotions
or stay for the entire day.
See programme on page 9.
Hosted by the South Deanery

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
presides at the celebration of mass.
The vocation team invites all
to a great day of new beginnings
in the Cathedral halls afterwards.
Festivities include a light lunch.

Friday 20 February 17:30 to
Sunday 22 February 14:30

Vicar for vocations, Father Thabo
082-824-6394
Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations department secretary
Susan 011 402 6400

“Following Jesus with Joy”
Retreat at Padre Pio Capuchin Centre,
Pretoria, directed by Franciscan friar
Fr Kees Thönissen. All welcome.
RSVP Douglas Irvine, 082-330-3043
J&P Group, Rosebank

Wednesday 11 February 10:00

Morning of recollection
for diocesan clergy

Saturday 21 February 12:00-16:00

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS

at Mazenod Centre.
All priests welcome.
Pray for our priests and deacons.

“Vayikra – a Call to approach God”
1st of 10 units of Scripture in its
Jewish context. Introduction;
holiness; relevance of sacrifice;
the book of relationships.

Saturday 14 February from 07:30

Holy Family College, Parktown
40 Oxford Road.
Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book call Bernadette Chellew,
082-760-0809
or e-mail btrnchellew@gmail.com

Marriage Retreat
Fr Keith Gordon-Davis and the
Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston
Sloane St, cr of Wm Nicol Drive
invite all to a retreat directed
by Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi
of Family Life.
Bring your Bible.

Saturday 21 February
14:00 – 17:00

Contemplative Outreach
at St Charles, Victory Park.
Enquiries: Heather
011 782-8094 or 082-450-1912

Enquiries Mahadi 083-992-0387

Retreat for People
in the caregiving ministry

DIVORCE CARE

longing to deepen their spirituality.
Small Hall, Cathedral Place on
Saturday 21 February 08:30- 15:00
All are very welcome.
RSVP AIDS department

St John’s, Northriding

Find help and healing for the hurt of
separation or divorce in group therapy.

Contact Arianna 071 138-8401

Tel 011 618-1533
.za
or adoptions@mweb.co
za
rg.
s.o
on
pti
do
w.a
ww

Engaged? Congratulations!
Now is the time to talk to your
parish priest about
marriage preparation

St Patrick’s, La Rochelle
Book with catechetics department.

JOIN the ADNews
group and get
up-to-date notices.
Share your
appreciation of the religious
in your life.
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Deaf Community

22 February, Cathedral

RCIA Rite of Election
Book with the liturgy department
Saturday 28 February 11:00

GriefShare

St John the Apostle, Florida
A course of 13 weekly sessions to
help those that have lost loved
ones to come to terms with their
grief. Open to anyone needing
comfort and solace.
Contact Joan 083-710-5386,
Trudy 083-242-6887 or
Mildred 082-923-9022

Saturday 28 February 09:00-14:30

Preparation for infant baptism
Training for catechists.
Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department.
13-15 March 2015

PARISH FAMILY MINISTRY
TRAINING at Koinonia.
For info and to book contact
Toni 082 552-1275
trowland@sacbc.org.za

Saturday 14 March 11:00-15:00

Christian Morality
Training for catechists & all faithful.
Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department.
Saturday 14 March 12:00-16:00

RCIA Training

Could you not spend
an hour with me?
Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of
The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

Speak out on this issue.
‘Avoid pro-abortion politicians’.
Culture of Life Association
082 609-6919

St Anne’s Home
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation
available in a friendly, caring
and spotless home set in very pretty
gardens and with excellent frail
care facilities. A CWL project.
Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Francophone Community @ 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 @
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

076-211-5232

Nigerian Community

on 2nd Sunday of each month @ 11:30
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic @ 12:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Zambian Community @ 11:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community @ 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
@ 14:00 on last Sunday of each
month St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Saturdays until 11 April
13:30-15:30

Portuguese-speaking
Community

Join a recovery support group for
people experiencing the pain and
stress of separation and divorce.
St John the Apostle, Florida

Nicky on Nicky.Omar@gmail.com,
082-851-9649 or Steph 082-766-0810
stephanie.kennedy@ircaglobl.com
www.divorcecare.org

Abortion is murder

Catholic Engaged Encounter
info@engagedencounter.co.za
Contact Bev 082-556-3880

2nd Sunday of each month

For deacons & experienced catechists
Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department

DIVORCE CARE

Adoption,
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Catechists Retreat

Community Masses

Community Notice Board

Thursday 5 February 19:00

Saturday 7 February
09:00-16:00

Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi administered the sacrament of
baptism to children of the
Nyolohelo parish, in
Sebokeng on Saturday
21 December 2014.

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel
Edenvale, 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament one hour before.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00

AD news

Would you like a digital
version of the ADNews for
your parish website? Call the office in the afternoons or e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

every Saturday @ 20:00
at Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Rosebank
011 788-5226
2-4 June

Winter Living
Theology 2015
Fr. Nicholas King SJ, worldrenowned New Testament scholar,
will present The Scandal of Christian
Disunity – a Biblical Approach.
Church of the Resurrection,
Bryanston
Bookings 011 482 4237

admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za

Free Notices

Notices here are free but limited to
announcements of events with
contact details. Send your notices to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
by the 10th of each month.
Fax 011 402-6406
Next ADNews is due on
Sunday 1 March

February 2015

The Liturgy is older
than the Bible!
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

his month’s question came
by e-mail from a reader
whose question is one that
has puzzled many parishioners. He
asks:
Why, in almost all Catholic
churches, don’t the readers say the
chapter and the verses of the
reading? They just say “A reading from the Book of Jeremiah
...”and then continue the reading.
The Catholic liturgy is older than
the Bible. Can you believe it?
Most scholars now agree that all
the books of the Bible were
written and edited by AD 150, but
it took another 200 years for all
Christians to agree on the 27 New
Testament books we now use and
to begin putting them together in
one volume. Our liturgical
worship predates the Bible. One of
our earliest descriptions of a
Sunday Eucharist comes from
Saint Justin, a deacon and martyr
who lived in Rome in the middle
of the second century. Justin tells
us that in the first part of the
Sunday ritual, “the memoirs of the
apostles or the writing of the
prophets are read as long as time
permits” after which follows a
sermon and common prayers.
Next the bread and wine are
brought, blessed, broken and given
to the people. So, even before the
bishops had agreed that there were
only four divinely inspired
Gospels, the basic structure of the
Mass was already in place.
Chapters and Verses are of human
origin
For the first twelve hundred years
of Christianity, there were no
chapters and verses in our
scriptures. The idea of dividing
everything into chapters came
from Stephen Langton,
Archbishop of Canterbury, who
completed this task in 1226. Only
with the invention of printing did
verses get added, and the version
that has endured was done in 1551
by a Frenchman named Robert
Estienne. Most western editions of
the Bible have followed these
conventions. Often our chapters
and verses are quite arbitrary,
cutting across stories and even
merging paragraphs which we
now believe to have been the work
of different authors.
These facts shock many of our
Protestant brethren for whom the
printed Bible is synonymous with
the Word of God. When
Protestants need a definitive
teaching, they turn to the Word,
quoting chapter and verse in
support of a point of view. The
Word, however, is not limited to
the printed page. The Word of God
is the second Person of the Holy
Trinity, God the Son, who took
flesh as Jesus Christ. Yes, Christ
speaks through scripture, but he is
also present in his Body, the
Church, and is continually giving
us life through the sacraments and
guidance through Church teaching.

February 2015

The Second Vatican Council
teaches us that Christ is present
four times over in our liturgy: in
the people gathered together, in the
person of the priest, in the
proclamation of scripture, and in
the consecrated gifts by which he
give us his Body and Blood as
food.
The Liturgy of the Word is not a
Bible Study
Members of the more evangelical
denominations can be seen going
to church on Sunday mornings,
carrying their Bibles. When they
open the scriptures the reader
announces the book, chapter and
verse so as to allow each member
to follow in his or her own Bible.
The sermon can often be an
opportunity to go deeply into a
particular text. Some preachers get
the congregation cross-referencing,
even underlining in their books as
he speaks.
Our Liturgy of the Word does
not have the same purpose. Our
readers are supposed to proclaim
while we receive that
proclamation. One could say that
we are meant to be “live and
unplugged” in as much we are
meant to be one assembly moved
by one proclamation right now, not
individual believers sitting with
our noses in our books. The
homily given by the priest or
deacon is not aimed at getting us
to understand the Bible, but at
helping us implement the message
of the scriptures in our daily lives.
As St. Justin put it so long ago:
“the one who presides invites us,
in a discourse, to the imitation of
these noble things”.

T

Justice & Peace

ony’s passing was a big,
big loss to J&P. These
were the words of Fr Raymond McQuarrie, Vicar for Justice
and Peace, speaking of the late
Tony Mokheseng.
“Not only have we lost an
activist and co-worker, but we
have lost our morale-booster. Tony
was a very charismatic character.
He kept up the morale of J&P in
the field in the Soweto Deanery,
in the office and even in the
Chancery at large. We miss him.
I miss him,” he said.
The department will not seek to
fill Tony’s position of field worker
immediately, but will first recruit
a co-ordinator.
In the interim, work on the
objectives agreed at the J&P
annual conference in November
last year, continues. These are
good governance; gender-based
violence; the environment and
strengthening groups. Each broad
objective has specific outcomes
for deaneries and parish groups.
Gender-based violence (GBV)
While the J&P department works

regroups

as a team on all issues, each
fieldworker has assumed
responsibility for one of the
objectives. Charmaine Khawula,
field worker for the East and Far
East deaneries, is the access
person for the GBV project. The
broad objective of the project is
to reduce the incidence of genderbased violence, and to educate
communities about factors and
situations that contribute to GBV.
Trafficking of people,
particularly women and children,
is one situation in which genderbased violence prevails. Raising
awareness about the extent of
problem, which is largely hidden
from view, is a first step towards
combating the scourge.
Fr Raymond, in his keynote
address at the November
conference, said: “Pope Francis,
in his encyclical ‘The Joy of the
Gospel,’ challenges us and sets

St Bakhita’s feastday

On Sunday 18 January, the
J&P group of Regina Mundi and
the department partnered with
the SACBC to hold a human
trafficking awareness day. Mass
was preceded by a procession to
the nearby Moroka police station.
Judy Stockill

Ordination anniversary celebration

Fr Teboho seen with his mother
Mary Mashiane, as they left for
the parish on the 20th December.

F

r Teboho Matseke celebrated
his 10th year ordination
anniversary in December. This
anniversary was actually in
2013, but the celebration was

scheduled to be celebrated in 2014
for various logistical reasons. The
celebration started on 19 December with a thanksgiving mass at
Zone 9, Meadowlands, his home
in Soweto. This was followed by
refreshments with fellow priests,
parishioners, family and friends.
The festivities continued on 20th
December at St Joseph, Meadowlands where priests from our
Archdiocese and neighbouring
dioceses were in attendance. Mass
was followed by speeches where
congratulatory messages were
conveyed to the gifted, and eversmiling Fr T. In his remarks,
Fr Teboho thanked the commun-

But don’t forget to prepare and
recap!
Obviously Bible study must have a
place in our lives. Catholics need
to read the Bible more! The
liturgical proclamation of scripture
will have greater meaning and
impact on us if we have prepared
ourselves before we come, and if
we get a chance to go back over
the readings later, remembering
how they were opened up for us in
the homily. Getting the reader to
announce the chapter and verses
won’t help however. No one is
going to remember that kind of
detail without writing it down.
Every Catholic home should invest
in a good liturgical calendar every
year so all can know the readings
and feast days in advance, and go
back over them in the days that
follow.

the stage for our activism when
he states: “… the Church cannot,
and must not, remain on the
sidelines in the fight for justice.”
“All Christians, their pastors
included, are called to show
concern for the building of a
better world. This is essential,
because the church’s social
thought is primarily positive: it
offers proposals, it works for
change and, in this sense, it
constantly points to the hope born
of the loving heart of Jesus
Christ,” Fr Raymond elaborated.
Social activism was the theme
of Season V of Renew Africa.
That our faith should drive us to
action for a better world was a
recurring message of Renew.

ities of all the parishes he served,
whose friendship, support and
patience over the years has been a
true sacrament of the compassion
of Jesus. He also thanked his
friends who play an important
part in his ministry and his family
for the support, love and continued prayers. Lunch was served
for all.
Lebo WA Majahe

Family Year
Planner available

The bishops are continuing the
focus on families for the next two
years even though there will also
be the Year for Consecrated Life
declared by Pope Francis.
The 2015 family theme is “Marriage and
family: Committed to love and life.” As before,
a Family Year Planner/calendar is available
with monthly themes for reflection,
discussion in parishes, groups and homes
around the broader topics.
Family Matters magazine no. 1 for 2015 will
be available during February. It incorporates
the Lenten and Easter seasons. All these are
available through Marfam at info@marfam.
org.za tel 0825521275.

Frs Ben Mahlangu, Victor Ngwenya, Teboho Matseke and
Mxolisi Hlatshwayo pictured just before the mass which took
place at Fr Teboho’s home on the eve of the big celebration.

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?
Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 31087,
Braamfontein, 2017
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption
Sr Carmel
082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Rob and Mahadi
Buthelezi of the
Bryanston Catholic
Church, Family
Life Desk.

A

Becoming a
visible sign

s a Catholic married
couple you are called to
reflect God’s love on
earth. How you respond to this
call is really up to you. Firstly, you
must understand the qualities of
this love you are called up to be a
visible sign of. There are seven
qualities of the love of God that
we are called to reflect in our
marriage.

Your love must be total and
permanent
We must be fully committed to
each other and love each other
completely, with no reservations,
to reflect the love of Christ for his
church giving His life for it.
Forgiving and being non-critical
Forgiveness is a very important
part of every relationship,
stemming from our human
imperfections. We must always
have the willingness to forgive
each other and be reconciled as
soon as possible, and not dwell on
the past issues or hurt.
Kindness, tenderness and
gentleness
When your partner has offended
you, remember to be gentle and
not be harsh in your correction.
Christ was gentle with His
disciples and we should follow
that example with our lives
Life-giving and encouragement
You should always be the one to
lift your partner when they are

down. Remember to encourage
them when they are low and to
give them support when they
have had a hard day at work or
home
Faithfulness
The most important building
block of a relationship is to be
faithful to your partner, just like
Christ is faithful to His church.
No marriage can be built without
fidelity. It is the foundation and
the backbone of the relationship.
It can never be over-emphasised
especially in modern times we
live in.
Compassion
Compassion is also vital in having
an emotional connection with
your partner, to feel what they
feel, and give them support and
encouragement where needed.
Sharing feelings makes us connect
at a deeper level.
Openness and intimacy
There should be no secrets
between two people in love. They
should be able to share their
deepest secrets. Trust can also be
built between couples by being
open and intimate.
Looking at these qualities, as a
couple, you should be able to
score yourselves out of seven.
Improve where necessary to
become a visible sign of God’s
love on each day!

WAYS INTO PRAYER

Pilgrims in the
Modern World

T

Frances Correia of the Jesuit InstituteSouth Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

owards the end of last year,
I was given the opportunity
to co-write, with Raymond
Perrier, a book of Lenten reflections celebrating the 50th anniversary of the ending of Vatican
II. This is the first book I have
written and it was an extraordinary
experience to write it.
I needed to reread the documents of the Second Vatican
Council, and again I discovered
how moved I am by those documents. To read them was to be
challenged anew in my belief, and
in my practice of faith. Although I
have not put this in the reflections,
I remember an incident from my
first year at university: I was
sitting in a Classics lecture
discussing Athenian democracy,
and from this the discussion grew
to one on democracy in general
and civil liberties in particular. As
a response to something I said, my
lecturer lambasted me as a
‘woolly liberal,’ and I remember

at the time having the sense that I
believed what I was saying, but I
did not know why.
The first time I read Gaudium
Et Spes, I discovered the ‘why’ to
my most deep-held political and
social beliefs. It is awe-inspiring
to see laid out, with great clarity,
the church’s moral teaching,
rooted in the message of the
gospels.
I was also struck again by how
readable the documents of
Vatican II are. They are written to
be read by ordinary people. To be
read by us, the people of God, to
help us to understand our faith
and to practice it. I love thinking
about the activity of the Holy
Spirit, bringing together a vast
group of bishops from all over the
world, and inspiring them to think
together about the church’s
relationship to the modern world.
In many ways, the ideas of
Vatican II were not new, rather
they were a continuation of what

Wherever you lead me, Lord, I will follow

Fr Malesela Dikgale professing his faith whilst
seminarian Vusi Nhlapo acts as a book bearer.
On the right is Fr Mohohlo Maselwane

Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi, Bryanston
Catholic Church, Family Life Desk

T

he year began on a bitter-sweet
note for the community of Holy
Cross, Zola. Their parish priest for
the last three years, Fr Ibercio Rojas,
a Comboni missionary, was transferred to shepherd the flock of
St Charles Lwanga parish in Orange
Farm. His successor, Fr Malesela
Dikgale was formally introduced to
his new parish on the same day in
a concelebrated mass with him,
Fr Ibercio and Fr Mohohlo Maselwane,
Dean of Soweto and parish priest at
St Peter Claver, Pimville.
Fr Maselwane’s role was to
officially introduce Fr Malesela who
was warmly welcomed by the
congregation and to hand-over the
keys to the tabernacle and priest’s
house. He thanked Fr Ibercio for his
contribution to the deanery and for
sharing his gifts selflessly.

Fr Malesela is from Holy Family in
Spruitview and will also be parish
priest at St Theresa, Zondi. “Orange
Farm is a newer settlement, thus its
structures are not yet as consolidated as Soweto’s, which has had
more time for evangelisation and
also more time for social development,” said Fr Ibercio.
Prior to being transferred to the
predominantly isiZulu-speaking
Holy Cross parish, Fr Ibercio, who is
originally from Peru, was parish
priest at Holy Rosary, a strictly
Sepedi- speaking community in the
rural part of Glen Cowie in Limpopo.
In addition to his priestly duties in
the parish and in the Archdiocese,
Fr Ibercio lecturers at St John
Vianney seminary in Pretoria to the
seminarians – future priests of
southern Africa.
Lerato Mohone

A Walk to Calvary
by Fr Boniface D’Souza

A new book on the reflections of the stations
of the Cross. Book contains six sets
of reflections on different topics.
A Walk to Calvary ...
... with Jesus: Personal dialogue with Jesus.
... with Mother Mary: how and what Mother Mary felt as
she was walkinfg with Jesus to Calvary.
... with the Word Of God: Reflections with the Word of God.
... with the Family: How families undergo different passions
... with the suffering: How people suffer in different way in
their particular way of life.
... on Good Friday: what Jesus felt on the way to Calvary,
explained with the historical back ground.

R20 per copy. Books are available at St. Joseph's catholic church, Actonville
or contact the office on 0114212894. or contact Zinto on 0724550740.

4 Volume 29 No 10

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

the church has been preaching
since the times of the apostles,
rooted in the gospels. However,
some of the areas of focus
recognise that the world of the
church looks different to what it
did in 1500, or in 1000 or even
in the 1st and 2nd centuries.
The core question is how are
we called to live authentic lives
of faith in our own time? How
are we called to worship? How
are we called to serve our
neighbour? These questions
have been part of the Christian
story since its inception.
For me it was also good to be
encouraged to reflect on what
the Council means to me as a
woman, a wife and a mother. It
was an opportunity to find out
for myself, by writing, how
much God has revealed God
- self to me through the gift of
motherhood. In writing the
reflections I came to a deeper
awareness both of God’s love
for me, but also of God’s
constant presence in the world.
‘Pilgrims in the Modern
World’ by Frances Correia and
Raymond Perrier– available
from The Paulines or The Jesuit
Institute. (see advert pg 2)

Bryanston Church

Marriage
retreat
invitation

T

he Bryanston Church has
been successfully running
its Family Life Desk for over
three years, co-ordinated by
the dynamic duo of husbandand-wife team, Rob and
Mahadi Buthelezi. The couple
say they are passionate about
their work to prepare, restore,
repair and revitalise relationships. Because of their passion
for successful family life and
marriages, they, together with
Fr Michael Fitzpatrick started
the Family Life Desk at their
parish. Their battle cry for the
family and marriage community is to rally around and bring
the “positive” back into family
and marriage.
The Bryanston Church, now
under Fr Keith Gordon-Davis,
together with Rob and Mahadi
invite all to their first-ever
marriage retreat. This will take
place on 14 February at the
Bryanston Church on the
corner of William Nicol Drive
and Sloane Street.
Registration starts at 7.30am.
There is no cost for attending
the retreat. Rob and Mahadi
say all you need to bring is
yourselves and your Bible.
For further information
contact Mahadi Buthelezi on
083 992 0387.
The retreat will focus on
Who Am I, Forgiveness, and
much more.
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Help with
going through
a divorce

D

ivorceCare is an amazing
programme if you need help,
healing or understanding from the
hurt and separation of divorce.
I will begin this article by
explaining what DivorceCare is all
about. It is run by groups of people
who have been through a divorce. To
attend a DivorceCare seminar you
must either be divorced or separated.
The DivorceCare team are friendly
and will walk alongside you through
one of life’s most difficult experiences. You need not go through
separation or divorce alone. The
seminars and support groups are led
by people who understand what you
are going through and want to help.
It’s a place where you will learn how
to heal from the deep hurt of divorce
and where you will discover hope for
your future.
I am a practicing Catholic like all of
you. I do not believe in divorce and
never thought that I would need to
get one. I did not want to break up
my family and I love God so much, I
did not want to do something which
would offend Him. I battled with my
decision to leave my former husband
for many years. I kept these thoughts
and feelings to myself. I thought that
this is what God had chosen for me.
I had a nice life with lots of money,
children in private schools, I did not
have to work. I felt privileged. Life
was wonderful except for what went
on at home. What went on at home
became unbearable. Every night
there was heartache and the next
day the sun would shine and I would
slowly get over the events of the
night before and then it would start
again once the sun set.
One day God spoke to me. I felt
that maybe this is not what life is
meant to be like. Surely, I thought to
myself, God does not expect me to
suffer like this? I did not care about
the good state of my life where I had
everything and finances were good
because I was so unhappy. I spoke to
my parish priest. He said some very
positive things for my state of being
which I never thought I would hear
from a Catholic priest and the
consensus was that God did not
expect me to live the life I was living.
I would always suggest that this is
the first place to begin if you are
harbouring similar thoughts because
a lot of the time marriages can be
saved through programmes such as
Retrouvaille. But the unfortunate
truth is that there are some that
cannot be saved.
I proceeded with my divorce. This
opened up another world where,
instead of things being better, they
became worse. I had not worked for
12 years. I did spend my time at
home with the kids studying for a
degree though so I thought I would
be fine. That would help me get a
job. I would claim maintenance and
that would help me through. I had a
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house to move into and my mother
lived there and would help me look
after the kids while I went to work. I
would keep my maid of many years,
I could afford to pay her with the
maintenance my lawyer said I would
get. After I settled into this new way
of life, I would start going out again
and find that man I knew God was
going to send me. I had it all
planned.
It never turned out that way. The
divorce turned into a huge fight,
there was mud-slinging and slander
and emotions ran high.Proceedings
went on for more than a year. It was
really difficult finding a job. He did
not pay the maintenance. I needed
to pay my lawyer, how else could I
get divorced? What was I supposed
to do? The walls came crashing
down around me. What happened
to my plan? Then I heard about
DivorceCare.
DivorceCare is a 13-week
programme. You need not attend
every week, but, once you start you
can’t wait for the next week to get
back to your support unit. Each
week covers a different topic, the
first one is what’s happening to me,
why do I feel the way I do? Divorce
is traumatic. We cannot function the
way we used to which is the reason I
was not getting a job. I showed no
signs of keeping it together or being
positive and selling myself.
Other topics which are covered
are childcare, financial survival,
single sexuality and new relationships. I was doing wrong where new
relationships were concerned as
well. DivorceCare also covers anger
and forgiveness among many other
things.
After I started attending DivorceCare, I began to recover and pull
myself together. I made good friends
in my support group and am still in
touch with them. DivorceCare helps
you build a new network of friends
in a safe environment where other
people are going through what you
are going through as well.
For me DivorceCare made me feel
as if I was not alone. After being
married for 14 years I was battling
for find my place in the world as a
single person with a family. It was a
whole new world and I didn’t know
how to fit in. I felt like a square peg
in a round hole. DivorceCare made
me realise that this was not true. I
felt accepted there and felt that the
group facilitators understood what I
was going through and how to help
me. It made me stronger and more
able to face the issues in my life.
I became a facilitator of DivorceCare at St. John the Apostle in
Florida, 6 Havenga Ave, Florida Park.
We have been running the programme for 3 years. We welcome
anyone who is going through anything related to being separated or
divorced as we want you to know
that life on the other side of recovery
can be good.
To find the closest group go to the
DivorceCare website. www.divorce
care.org. You will find lots of
valuable information on the site.

Disturb the World!
Year of Consecrated Life

I

n his message for the upcoming World
Youth Day, Pope Francis wrote to the
youths of the world: “A worldly way of
thinking finds it scandalous that God became
one of us and died on a cross! According to
the logic of this world, those whom Jesus
proclaimed blessed are regarded as useless,
‘losers.’ What is glorified is success at any
cost, affluence, the arrogance of power and
self-affirmation at the expense of others.”
It is surely with this thought in mind that
our Pope gave us as the theme for this Year of
Consecrated Life, “Wake up the World!” Some
years ago, there was a vocation promotion poster
with a striking message: “A priest is someone who
disturbs the comfortable and comforts the disturbed.”
Already as a small baby, Jesus was recognised as
destined “to be a sign that will be opposed”
(Lk. 2: 34). This is surely one reason why the church
chose this Feast of the Presentation of our Lord
(2 February) to be the Day of Consecrated Life, the
day when old Simeon prophesied that Jesus would be
a sign of contradiction. In the gospels, we can easily
see how much Jesus came to disturb the establishment. He was not afraid to speak out and to act
according to the gospel ideals. He did not only
preach, he also lived what he preached. And this took
him up to his passion and death.
“I am counting on you “to wake up the world,”
since the distinctive sign of consecrated life is
prophecy.” (Pope Francis’ message for the Year of
Consecrated life). Yes, this year, we are invited to
realise and live more and more our prophetic
mission. But this is not only for priests and religious.
We are all consecrated through our baptism. “I wish
to speak not only to consecrated persons, but also to
the laity, who share with them the same ideals, spirit
and mission”. (Pope Francis in the same letter)
We invite, in a special way, all the youths to join
us in a joyful celebration on Saturday, 7 February
from 10 am till 3 pm. There, we shall challenge you,
and you will challenge us. Indeed, there will be
times for testimonies, sharing, questions, singing
and dancing.
Remember what Pope Francis told the youths in
Brazil at the World Youth Day:
“What is it that I expect as a consequence of
World Youth Day? I want a mess. We knew that in
Rio there would be great disorder, but I want trouble
in the dioceses! ... I want to see the church get

closer to the people. I want to get rid of clericalism,
the mundane, this closing ourselves off within
ourselves, in our parishes, schools or structures.
Because we need to get out!” (Pope Francis at the
World Youth Day in Brazil)
Come and help us disturb the world!
Fr. Michel Meunier, M.Afr. (for the organising team)

Schoenstatt

FETE

Sunday 15 February
Corner Florence & van Buuren Ave
Holy Mass : 11am
Food, fun, different stalls and
loads of entertainment.
Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF

Justice & Peace Coordinator
Responsibilities:
The Justice & Peace Coordinator is responsible for the running of the
Justice & Peace programme in the Archdiocese, in partnership with
Misereor/KZE, to accomplish the J&P Project Objectives. This includes
the promotion and coordination of Archdiocesan, Deanery and parish
based J&P activities and projects.
The Coordinator must be able to manage the J&P department office
and staff, manage the programme budget, the strategic plan for the
department, and be the communications person for the Archdiocese
on Justice & Peace issues.
Requirements:
• Qualifications: at least three year’s of experience working at
community level, preferably in a non-profit (NPO) organisation.
• Good commination and writing skills.
• Experience in managing projects.
• Excellent English and fluency in at least one or two African languages.
• Commitment to Catholic ethos and values and Catholic Social
Teaching.
• Computer literate (MS Office).
• Valid driver’s licence and own a car.
• Willing to travel extensively within the Archdiocese.
• Willing to work on weekends when required.
Salary will be in line with the Misereor Contract and Archdiocesan
Policy.
Applicants please send their CV’s and covering letters, plus the names
and contact details of three references to:
Email: justpeace@catholicjhb.org.za;
or by hand to: the Chancery, 186 Nugget Street, Johanesburg;
or by Fax to J&P Department 011.402.6406.
Closing date for applications: 13th March 2015.
Only candidates short-listed will be contacted.

Debbie Widdows
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Matric
ACHIEVERS

2014

Christian Brothers’ College
Boksburg

“We congratulate the Class of 2014 on achieving excellent
results in the IEB Matric Examinations. The College maintained
its 100% pass rate with 90% of the boys achieving a University
Entrance pass and the remaining 10% a Diploma pass. We wish
them every success”, said Mr Jim Connell, College Headmaster. “

We would like to acknowledge all of our pupils’
efforts, from those who achieved excellence against the national benchmarks,
to those who triumphed personally to achieve their full potential.

Joshua Peebles
7 distinctions

Alexandra Maree
8 distinctions

Daniel Parschau
8 distinctions

Courtney Zoghby
7 distinctions

Ciara Flint
6 distinctions

Shannon Davies
6 distinctions

Justin van Tonder
7 distinctions

Renato Caldeira
6 distinctions

Gugu Tshabalala
5 distinctions

Stephan
Kisbey-Green
4 distinctions

Veritas College
Chantal Rycroft
5 distinctions

Ciara O’Donoghue
5 distinctions

Colette Butler
5 distinctions

Jessica McDowell-Osler
5 distinctions

Rebecca Herbert
5 distinctions

Divine-Christine Ssebunnya
6 distinctions

Holy Cross School
Immaculata

Nonhlanha Seroke
2 distinctions

Bandile Nhlapo
2 distinctions

Toboho Sekoli
2 distinctions

Nosipho Mageza
2 distinctions
Sihle Masinda
6 distinctions

Madoda Skakane
5 distinctions

Malefu Mokoatsi
5 distinctions

Holy Rosary Stars of 2014: Congratulations and keep shining!

140 Distinctions
100% pass rate
97% Bachelor Degree pass

OPEN DAY

Simone Soares
8 Distinctions
(Incl. AP Maths)

Michela Agostinetto
7 Distinctions

Christey Harris
7 Distinctions

Samantha Yen
6 Distinctions

Olivia Visentin
6 Distinctions

Lauren Barger
6 Distinctions
(Incl. AP English)

Kirsty Warnes
6 Distinctions

Saturday
14th February 2015
09h00 – 11h30

Kirsten McCormack
6 Distinctions

IEB Top Performers
Michela Agostinetto:

Megan Patterson
6 Distinctions

Jodie Watson
5 Distinctions

Olivia Moz
5 Distinctions

Kayleigh Welch
5 Distinctions

Chiara du Plessis
4 Distinctions

Taryn Khoury
4 Distinctions

Maxcine Ling
4 Distinctions

Jessica Brothwell
4 Distinctions

Holy Rosary School, Horwood Street, Edenvale, Johannesburg | Telephone: +27 11 457 0900 | www.holyrosaryschool.co.za |
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Skye James:
Ciara Giannoccaro:

Megan Patterson:

IEB Commendable Achievement
(Ranked within Top 5% of all IEB students in
5 subjects and over 80% for Life Orientation)
Top 1% of IEB students for Mathematical Literacy
Top 1% of IEB students for Mathematical Literacy

Top 1% of IEB students for Consumer Studies

@HolyRosaryJHB |

HolyRosaryJHB
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ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE
The Class of 2014 produced excellent results. We thank God for
the talents and abilities He has bestowed on our boys and
congratulate our boys, their teachers and parents on our superb
results. Results of this calibre are a collaborative effort and all
can take pleasure in our boys’ accomplishments.

Nelson De Bastos
8 distinctions
IEB Commendable
Achievement

Sebastian Julicher
8 distinctions
IEB Outstanding
Achievement

Shaun Ponte
8 distinctions
IEB Commendable
Achievement

Marist Brothers Linmeyer
PRE-PRIMARY • PRIMARY • HIGH SCHOOL

Growing Young Hearts and Minds

Marist Brothers Linmeyer congratulates their Matriculants of 2014
on their outstanding results.
Kamil Rama (not pictured) got
5 distinctions.

Ashleigh Gruneberg Shante De Rocha
5 distinctions
5 distinctions

Jason Parry
8 distinctions

Ricardo Da Silva
8 distinctions

Tayla Ison
5 distinctions

Vassiliki Marantos
5 distinctions

St Catherine’s Convent Florida

Ryan Stevens
8 distinctions

Michael Swart
8 distinctions

Danisha Govender Sheridan Pienaar
7 distinctions
7 distinctions

Miguel Martins
5 distinctions

Kameet Parshotam
5 distinctions

We are very proud of our matric class of 2014.
Congratulations to Dalaine Krige and Shannon
McAulay who received 4 distinctions each.

Graham Tangawamira
8 distinctions
Megan Derwin
9 distinctions

Aimee Morrison
8 distinctions

Micaela Benjamin Justine Van Greenen
7 distinctions
6 distinctions

Lindsey Feldman
6 distinctions

Samantha Chow
6 distinctions

MARYVALE COLLEGE
Michele Di Lembo
7 distinctions

Keegan Israel
7 distinctions

Mitchel Losper
7 distinctions
Kgomotso Tivane Emmanuel Mdluli
5 distinctions
5 distinctions

Sebastian Raven
7 distinctions

Daniel De Barros
5distinctions

Glen Alexander
5 distinctions

Hamish Craze
5 distinctions

Daniel De Oliveira
5 distinctions

Daniel Edwards
5 distinctions

Sibusiso Dhludhlu Charmaine Mkhize
4 distinctions
4 distinctions

It was smiles all round as learners of Maryvale College collected
their results.
Once again, Maryvale College has obtained 100% passes in the
Matric 2014 final examinations.

Mbalenhle Mogale Kgasiane Moeketsi
4 distinctions
3 distinctions

St Catherine’s
In addition to achieving a
100% pass rate, we achieved
our goal of a minimum of 75%
of our learners attaining a
degree pass.

Devon Falconer
5 distinctions

Massimo Iovino
5 distinctions

Stirling Scholes
5 distinctions

Kegan McCullough
5 distinctions

Mpumelelo
Nhlapo
7 distinctions

Jason Schutz
5 distinctions
Neo Phlahla Phahla Ryan James
5 distinctions
2 distinctions
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Matric
ACHIEVERS
B

rescia House School rejoices with these high achievers and wishes
all its learners a happy, successful and prosperous future!

Nicole Rochefort Rennie

Lindsay Fyffe

Rebecca Meeser

Bianca Scheffer

2014

Nandi Sekonya

Clare Snaddon

Megan Hardie

Veritas College

100% pass rate
for 17 consecutive years!
56 Veritas Matric candidates achieved 62 distinctions
and 75% of learners achieved a degree pass.
Peter Dravillas
5 distinctions

Paolo Pellizzon
5 distinctions

Kobus Swart
4 distinctions

The McAuley House School family in Parktown West
had a great deal to celebrate when the matric
results were released. They did it again! A 100 %
pass and 100% University Bachelor pass, making it
three out of the last four years.
Well done to the following high achievers:
Neo Tlhwaele (7); Keomogetstwe Nkwane (5);
Pa-Qi Chen (5) and Nosikelelo McIontsane (5).

ASSUMPTION
CONVENT SCHOOL

St Matthews
Secondary School
SOWETO

We congratulate our matriculants who
achieved a 100% pass and 98% university
exemption.

St Ursula’s School

Sinead Starley
8 distinctions

Alexis Winton
8 distinctions

St Ursula’s School has achieved a
100% pass rate again and 20 of
our 21 matric learners achieved a
Bachelor’s pass. We are very proud
of our matric class of 2014 that has
achieved a total of 24 distinctions
and 33 Bs amongst the 21 learners.

Claudia Bakker
6 distinctions

Jennifer Luke
6 distinctions

Kelly Byrne
5 distinctions

F

Isabel Dos Santos
7 distinctions

Sasha Corlett
7 distinctions

Kaye-Leigh Dezulovic
6 distinctions
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Tayla Kassel
7 distinctions

Kaitlyn Flyn
6 distinctions

or her Matric ORT Life Sciences
project, Lindsay Fyffe, a Grade
12 pupil at Brescia House School in
Bryanston, investigated the effect
that Acid Mine Drainage flowing
into the Wonderfonteinspruit
catchment area has had on the
ecosystems and communities in
this area.
In the course of Lindsay’s
research, a major limitation was
the cost of having the water and
soil samples analysed. There were
four different test sites, and both
the water and soil samples were
tested for multiple elements, at
monthly intervals for six months.
This amounted to 48 samples,
each of which would be analysed
and tested for a minimum of 10
elements. Most commercial laboratories charge between R20 and
R50 per element (per sample) –
which would have meant paying
a minimum of R10 000 for the
testing alone.
Dr Henk Coetzee, a scientist
from the Council for GeoSciences,
developed a cost-effective in-field
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Ntaoleng Mokotini
6 distinctions

Njabulo Mkhonza
6 distinctions

Khanyisile Nkuta
6 distinctions

Refilwe Malekela
4 distinctions

Khuselwa Ntshofu
4 distinctions

Shannon Nicholls
5 distinctions

Brescia House pupil
– co-author of a
scientific paper
test kit, which could quantatively
test both soil and water samples
quickly and without incurring a
massive expense. Lindsay, in her
research, used his
test kits, and her
research formed
the basis of a
scientific paper
co-authored by
Lindsay, Dr Coetzee, and Prof
Chris Wolkersdorfer of the
Tshwane University of Technology,
entitled: “Cost effective screening of
mine waters using accessible field
test kits – Experience with a high
school project in the Wonderfonteinspruit Catchment, South Africa”.
This paper was selected to be presented at the 7th International

Uranium Mining and Hydrogeology conference (UMH VII) in
Freiburg, Germany in September
2014. This is an amazing achievement for Lindsay – particularly
considering that the research will
be published.
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Bana ba Maria
celebrations

World Youth Day!
Its symbols and charism

O
Fr Tom Segami, chaplain of the Children of Mary with Catholic Women’s
League, South West Regional President, Thoko Mlungwana and her team
after catering for the Bana ba Maria 80th celebration.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS
First Holy Communion children from
Our Lady of Fatima,
South Hills, with
Fr Gerardo Garcia
on 23 November.
The parents and the
community thanked
the teachers, Celeste
Tobin and Mercia
Hassiem for their
commitment and
dedication.
Marianna Marques

ver a hundred young people
from our Archdiocese have
registered with the Youth
Department to take part in the
World Youth Day, in Krakow, Poland
next year. What is extra special is
that the event will be held in the
home town of St John Paul II, the
founder of WYD. More than 4 million
pilgrims are expected at this event
– more than the previous WYDs in
Madrid and Rio. Although experiences are different, the charism is
always to see things as God sees
them, to share God’s vision of the
world and man according to the
scriptures. Many people think that
WYD is just one of those “worthless
expensive trips” that don’t bear fruits
in young people. On the contrary, I
have not met anyone who has been
part of WYD and still remained the
same. Personally I have seen my
faith grow tremendously, especially
in the worst situations to an extent
that I would sometimes be in awe of
God’s magnificence for making me

Nontsikelelo Veronica
Msikinya: 21 July
1940- 5 December
2014. May she find
eternal rest!

Gone

but not forgotten…

The First Communion class of 2014 at St Theresa, Zondi, with Fr Benno
Singer on 24 November.

Parish priest Fr Elijah Otu is pictured with some of the 22 enthusiastic candidates who
celebrated the sacrament of First Holy Communion at St Joseph’s in Katlehong on
Sunday, 23 November. “As you are taking the first major step towards your spiritual
emancipation,” the priest told the young faithful, “you should use your precious gift of
faith to learn to share with your peers who are destitute, also visit the sick and those
Abel Dlamini
that are incarcerated.”

“She came, she saw and she
conquered!” These were the words
of Fr Victor Ngwenya as he bid
farewell to Nontsikelelo Veronica
Msikinya, also known as “Mam
Vera,” his high school teacher.
The requiem mass took place at
St Phillipi Neri, Moletsane on Saturday 13 December. Fr Sikhosiphi
Mgoza presided with Frs Malesela
Dikgale and Victor Ngwenya
concelebrating. Fr Mgoza OP,
described Mam Vera as the
essence of what it is to be an
active and conscious member of
the Catholic Church. Veronica was
an active member of the St Philip
Neri parish. One of her passions
was music and she was the conductor of the church choir, which
was then known as “Dinotshi tse
Putsoa.” She was a founding
member of Catholic Women’s
League in 1999. Amongst the
schools where she taught was
St Matthew’s, Tesele Secondary,
Lahlangubo Combined School and

Dziwisz, on his Facebook page,
mentioned he was among a large
audience of Krakow dwellers who
gathered to listen to the anthem
being premiered and was taken
aback by the angelical singing. He is
positive that the hymn is among the
best compositions of WYD songs.
Pope John Paul II entrusted the Holy
Year cross and the Salus Populi
image of the Mother of God, as a
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity,
and urged young people to
announce to everyone that only in
the death and resurrection of Christ
can we find salvation and
redemption. Since then, the cross
has been on pilgrimage with the
youth all over the world, and often
among young pilgrims during
prayer vigils, as well as in small
circles and among the sick in
hospitals and even amongst
prisoners. At the next WYD, the WYD
cross will be carried on the
shoulders of the youth to Krakow to
accompany the millions of pilgrims
during the 31st WYD as a sign of
love and victory.

Moletsane High. During her time
at St Matthew’s School, she was
given an Apostolic Blessing
Accolade by St John Paul II. She
took the agenda of the church as
her personal mission and reignited
the flame of faith in those who had
lost hope. During her pension
years, as a passionate teacher, she
taught music at a Japanese School

in Midrand. She made a great
impact on the students she taught,
and to all the parishioners of
St Phillipi Neri. As St Paul wrote
“I have fought a good fight and
finished my course, henceforth
there is a crown of righteousness
laid up for me.”

Lebo WA Majahe

Lebo WA Majahe

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg

Marian Pilgrimage

Hosted by the Southern Deanery
at Our Lady of Lebanon Church, Mulbarton
on 21st February 2015 : 9:00am–7:30pm
Holy Mass
Rosary Procession

EVENTS

TIME
9:00am - 9:45am
9:45am - 10:30am

Novena to OMPH1
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Break and preparation for the next Novena
Angelus / Holy Mass
Rosary Procession
Novena to OMPH
Break and preparation for the next Novena
Holy Mass
Rosary Procession
Novena to OMPH
Break and preparation for the next Novena
Holy Mass (Parish Mass)
Rosary Procession
Novena to OMPH / Conclusion

10:30am - 11:00am
11:00am - 7:30pm
11:00am - 12:00pm
12:00pm - 12:45pm
12:45pm - 1:30pm
1:30pm - 2:00pm
2:00pm - 3:00pm
3:00pm - 3:45pm
3:45pm - 4:15pm
4:15pm - 5:00pm
5:00pm - 5:30pm
5:30pm - 6:15pm
6:15pm - 7:00pm
7:00pm - 7:30pm

1 Procession with the Most Blessed Sacrament to the chapel of adoration

Family of God Community
invites you to a personal encounter with Christ

Life in the Spirit Seminar

TOURS TO
CAPE TOWN

“To the thirsty I will give water without price from the fountain
of life…Let those who are thirsty come, let those who so desire
take the water of life without price.” (Rev. 21:6,22:17)

Travelling in September
& December 2015

Tues. 3rd Feb: Introduction & Registration – Marieke Vrugtman
10th Feb: God’s Love – Mary Mahony
Time: 7.30 – 9.30pm
Place: St. Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No. 3, Victory Park

Places of interest: Robben Island,
Table Mountain, Cape Point,
Cape of Good Hope,
Waterfront, etc.

17th Feb:
24th Feb:
3rd Mar:
10th Mar:
17th Mar:

Cost: R8 500 per person
Contact details: Elize Travel Tours
Cell number 073 395 0095
or 011 934 4426
Email:

Salvation – Paul Derbyshire
New Life – Tom Miles
Receiving God’s Gift – Fr. Joseph Wilson
Baptism in Holy Spirit – Paul Cook
Growth – Mike Mahony
24th March: Mass & - Transformation in Christ – Fr. Ebuka

Mary 082 873 3372 | David 082 607 1554 | Marieke 011 402 6400 (W)
SECURE PARKING AVAILABLE

elize1elizabeth@outlook.com
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“tough” in the sense that I can look
back at any situation and still smile.
A young person in the diocese of
Kimberley, Molopo deanery, shared
with me his experience of the WYD
that took place in Rio. He explained
that being part of the event “turned
him on” to the faith whereas before
he was disinterested and nonpracticing. It also influenced his
choice of vocation, he is currently
undergoing discernment. All who
have the WYD bug are excited at
the release of the official WYD hymn
titled “Blessed are the merciful, they
will receive mercy,” which was
released on Tuesday 6 January,
coinciding with the feast of the
Epiphany in Poland. The hymn was
inspired by the theme of the WYD
which was announced by the Holy
Father early last year. The premiere
of the anthem was performed by
Kataryna Bogusz, Aleksandra
Maciejewska and Przemek
Kleczkowski, with a mixed choir of
around 50 people and an orchestra
under the baton of conductor
Hubert Kowalski. Cardinal Stanislaw
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Although Christmas
is long gone, we
wanted to still share
some special
moments of the
festive season ...

Christmas drama
The parishioners of St Joseph’s
in Katlehong converged at the
church on Tuesday, 23 December
to commemorate the birth of
Jesus with Christmas carols.
The commemoration, a first at
the parish, began with a prayer
by visiting priest Fr Godwin
Garuba, parish priest of St Paul
in Eden Park and Sacred Heart in
Palm Ridge.
A delighted Fr Otu expressed
his appreciation to Fr Garuba for
having joined in celebrating the
momentous event. He also
thanked Mary Letwaba who
supplied the costumes for the

actors and their trainers, as well
as the parish mass choir for the
celestial carols, the proclaimers
and the entire enthusiastic
congregation for a colourful and
successful inaugural
commemoration.
The priest added that although
the planning of the event began
very late, he was impressed by
the turn-out and promised future
annual celebrations would include
the out station parishes of
St Theresa in Magagula and
Kwanele’s Holy Trinity.
Abel Dlamini

Christmas giving
at St Francis

Left: Parish priest Fr Elijah Otu
is pictured with the cast who performed a drama depicting the birth
of Jesus at St Joseph’s in Katlehong on Tuesday 23 December.
They are flanked by the drama
teachers Sheila Tshabalala.
Julia Magubane and, Xoli
Makumsha.

CWL Diocesan Council
celebrations
A group of women from the
Catholic Women’s League
Diocesan Council at their yearend Mass and luncheon.

A gifted Folk music group in
a nativity scene during their
concert of Christmas carols.

More Christmas
celebrations
A Christmas service for children,
including a nativity concert, was
held on Christmas Eve. A concert
of carol singing by the music
group, Gifted Folk, was held
during Advent.
Pics and report: Judy Stockill

The Theron family, descendants of
the late Creeda and William Theron
of St Francis parish, Reiger Park,
assembled at St Francis Care Centre on 20 December. They brought
gifts for all 31 children of Rainbow
Cottage of all ages. They also
donated food, vegetables and toiletries. Although the family now
belong to various parishes throughout the Archdiocese, their support
of the St Francis Care Centre is a
family tradition.
Sally-Anne regularly spends
time with the children, stimulating
and entertaining them, and dispensing loves and hugs.
If you would like to support St
Francis Care Centre or volunteer,
call Tilly Brouwer on 011 894
4151.

www.stfranciscarecentre.co.za
From left: Caregiver Sally-Anne
Judy Stockill
Nicol, weekend volunteer at the
centre, and Candice, Charmaine and Carmel
Daniels help the little ones with lunch while the
bigger children enjoy pizza, cup cakes and other
treats. Their visits to the children started when
Candice was in confirmation class at St Patrick’s,
Benoni. Since then, the Daniels and their friends
have visited twice a year.

Right: The crib, cross and
advent wreath – all the
symbols of the great feast
of the nativity at the
parish of the Immaculate
Conception, Rosebank.
Fr Tony Nunes celebrated
midnight mass.

Spreading joy at
Jumpers squatter camp

Members of St Vincent De Paul
embarked on a mission at the
Jumpers squatter camp in Denver
over the festive season. The group
fed almost 400 people, giving
them sausage rolls, juices and
chocolates, as well as clothing
and toys for the children.

Lunch for
pensioners
Over the past few years, it
has become an annual event
at Our Lady of Fatima, South
Hills to host a Christmas
lunch for the pensioners in
the community. The 2014
lunch was held on 16 December, and, once again, it
was a resounding success.
The lunch was arranged and
hosted by Vanessa King and
Celeste Tobin from the
parish.
The community wishes to
thank them for their care and
commitment.
Marianna Marques
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WORD OF GOD
Fifth Beatitude

Blessed are the merciful for they will
be shown mercy.
Psalm 40 is an ideal introduction
to the fifth beatitude. Allow the truth
of these words to penetrate your
soul.
2 I have waited for the Lord, and
he stooped toward me and heard my
cry. 4 And he put a new song into my
mouth, a hymn to our God.
7 Sacrifice or oblation you wished
not, but ears open to obedience you
gave me. Holocausts or sin-offerings
you sought not, 8 then said I,
“Behold, I come.”
Mark must have had this psalm in
mind as he wrote, “Love your
neighbour as yourself, is worth more
than all burnt offerings. (Mk 12: 33b)
Psalm 40 continues: In the written
scroll it is prescribed for me, to do
your will. My God, is my delight, and
your law is within my heart. I
announced your justice in the vast
assembly; I did not restrain my lips,
as you, O Lord, know.
Our God is merciful. Our God, is a
God of compassion. How true it is
that those who sow mercy will
themselves receive compassion and
encourage others to be compassionate. We could express this beatitude:
Blessed are those who, from their
inner wombs give birth to mercy;
they shall feel its warm arms
embrace them.
The Hebrew root-word from which
mercy is derived means “womb”. All
the qualities of love, pity, compassion that an expectant mother has for
her unborn child are embodied in it.
Is this a new song, a new understanding of our God?
We are being guided to a new
understanding: The compassionate
are in tune with God, compassion
will be showered upon them.
In the parable of the unforgiving
servant (Mt 18: 23 – 34) we learn of
the disastrous effects of failing to
forgive. Every character in the story
is messed up in one way or another.
How different the story would have
been if all had been as forgiving as
the king at the start of the story who
forgave a debt of ten thousand
talents.
While Jesus was at table in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors
and sinners came and sat with Jesus.
The Pharisees asked, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” Jesus’ advice to them
was, “Go learn the meaning of the
words, ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” This injunction will be
repeated again in Mt 12: 7, when
Jesus defends his disciples for
picking and eating a few mealies on

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the
Bible Foundation writes about
the Word of God in response
to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.
the Sabbath. Think seriously about
Jesus’ complaint against the
Pharisees, and possibly against us,
“Woe to you who pay tithes on mint,
dill, cummin and neglect the
weightier things of the law, justice,
mercy and faithfulness. (Mt 23: 23)
As we become aware of God’s
universal love poured out on us, so
too will be radiate God’s love from
our deepest being. And so we learn;
Those who radiate God’s love from
their deepest being; upon then shall
shine God’s universal love.
Then Peter approaching asked
Jesus, “Lord, if my brother sins
against me, how often must I forgive
him? As many as seven times? Jesus
answered, “I say to you, not seven
times but seventy-seven times.”
(Mt 18: 22) This must have rocked
Peter down to his foundations. His
knees must have buckled as he
listened to Jesus’ call, “Forgive
seventy-seven times.” How do you
feel as you hear, “Forgive seventyseven times.”
Jesus may well be saying to us;
“Go and learn the meaning of
these words, “I desire mercy not
sacrifice.” (Mt 9: 13)
Let us pray part of Ps 145
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. 9 The Lord is good to
all, and his compassion is over all
that he has made.
10 All your works shall give thanks
to you, O Lord, and all your faithful
shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of
your kingdom, and tell of your power,
12 to make known to all people your
mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and your dominion endures
throughout all generations. The Lord
is faithful in all his words, and
gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are
falling, and raises up all who are
bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you, and
you give them their food in due
season.
16 You open your hand, satisfying
the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is just in all his ways,
and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call
on him, to all who call on him in
truth.

Bread that will Last
by Brother Mike Chalmers cfc

Bread that will
Last will
encourage you
to listen to what
God says to you
through
Scripture.
This book offers
wonderful
scholarship, with
new insights and
a fresh perspective for all those
who wish to
deepen their understanding of Scripture.
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It is ideal for
faith-sharing
groups, family
prayer, teachers,
ministers and
priests.

A new deacon

L

awrence Mduduzi Ndlovu is a Diepkloof, Soweto-born Catholic seminarian, writer, speaker and youth worker.
He studied journalism at Birnam
College, and it was during that time
that he became involved with Radio
Veritas. He joined Gerry Rantseli-Elsdon,
at Soul magazine, where he worked as a
marketing and public relations manager, helping to promote readership.
He also did some production work
with Mind Spark Productions as a
translator and language consultant for
the production of the documentary
“Glamour Girls to Zulu Queens”.
Lawrence has always been active in
the church. He sang and conducted the
choir of St Margaret’s in Diepkloof. For
some time he worked as a field worker
and youth facilitator in Soweto and
around Johannesburg for the Catholic
Youth Office. After attending a
workshop on “Education for Life,” he was
requested by Sr Bernadette Duffy to
assist the national facilitation team of
the South African Catholic Bishops
Conference. During this time he
travelled and worked extensively with

Lawrence Mduduzi
Ndlovu was ordained
deacon by Bishop
Nicholas Hudson, the
auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Westminster. Fr Thabo Motshegwa
(right), our Archdiocese
Episcopal Vicar for
Vocations flew to London
for the occasion.

young people all over South Africa and
Swaziland.
The journalistic bug never left
Lawrence, and he would often
contribute to publications such as The
Thinker, The Southern Cross, The South
African and many others.
He discovered that the development
of people needs to be holistic and that
spiritual care is important. After great
discernment, and informed by his own
faith journey, Lawrence approached the
Archbishop of Johannesburg in 2007 to
be received as a candidate for the
priesthood. Lawrence read philosophy
and holds a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy from St John Vianney
Seminary, which he passed with
distinction.
Following his philosophical studies
Lawrence was requested to continue
his studies and training in London. He
is currently finishing off his Bachelor
Divinity Degree with the Heythrop
College of the University of London
while also doing a Sacred Baccalaureate
running concurrently with the
Bellarmine Institute.

Surprise!

A birthday cake in a form
of a clerical shirt.

Sunday 4 January at the
Apostles of Jesus Community
House in Horizon, Roodepoort. The idea was formed
on 28 December during a “spoil
our priest” function. There was
song and dance throughout the
day, with delicious eats and
Fr Barongo cutting the cake while
drinks. Frs Emmanuel Wafula,
Fr Daniel Kivuw’a looks on.
parish priest of St Peter’s, Kagiso
The Catholic Women’s League of and Daniel Kivu’wa of the
the Holy Spirit parish in, Dobson- Pretoria Archdiocese were among
ville Ireland and their Parish
those at the party. Fr Barongo
Pastoral Council organised a
described this as his “unique and
surprise party for their parish
best birthday celebration by far.”
priest Fr Xavier Barongo on
Lebo WA Majahe

We Celebrate with
our Clergy
The following Priests and
Deacons celebrate their birthdays
and anniversaries of their
ordination. Our Vicar for
Communications, Fr Emil Blaser,
Our liturgy columnist, Fr Thomas
Plastow and the Vicar for divine
worship and Liturgy, Fr Paul
Beukes are also celebrating their
birthdays. Pray for all of them!

Ordinations
Liam Mc Demott
Ronald Houreld
Rev Martin De Klerk
Rev Edward Nyembe
Joseph Matsau
Rev Wally Adams
Rev Haga Ndlhovu
Clement Langa
Jonathan Petersen
Russell Pollitt
Lewis Tsuro
Walter Kawisi
Sebastian Rossouw

17-2-63
13-2-81
28-2-81
5-2-95
11-2-95
11-2-95
12-2-95
17-2-96
-2-02
24-2-06
9-2-08
9-2-08
18-2-12

Birthdays in February

1st
2nd
5th
6th

Malesela Dikgale
Badaoui Habib
Rev Michael Harrington
Gabriel Kwedho and
Malese Shula
7th Bruce Botha and
Reginald Anthony
8th Gerardo Garcia
16th Alvarez de Toledo
19th Eugene Hennesy,
Mbulelo Sikotoyi and
Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Paul Beukes
21st Emil Blaser and
Simon Donnelly
22nd Thomas Plastow
24th Thabang Nkadimeng
25th Ikechukwu Onoyima
26th Peter Doherty and
Klaus Holzamer
27th Gabriel Afagbegee
28th Lazlo Karpati
Rev Isaac Thomas
John Magata and
Aloysius Ssegwanyi

... and in early March

3rd

Joseph Nnadi and
Nkosinathi Nkabinde

AD news
Farewell to Fr Benno
Fr Benno Singer’s farewell was held at St Theresa, Zondi on
28 December. He is going to St Charles, Orange Farm and will be
replaced by Fr Malesela Dikgale.
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Love can, and does endure
at St John Bosco

In scripture it is written: “There are three things that last: faith, hope
and love; and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13).
These four couples have shown us that love is, indeed, the greatest
and that love conquers all and that love can and does endure.

M

ass was celebrated by
Fr Teboho Matseke at
St Joseph Zone 4, Meadowlands
for the deceased in November. He
spoke about the covenant that we
make with God as Christians, and
as sodalities and organisation, it
is binding.
We need to always remember
that challenges will be there, but
we must pray and focus on the
Cross for strength to carry on, he
said. Continue the good work

A

Mass for the
deceased
done for the people of God. The
deceased members, he said, kept
the faith and their membership up
until the end. Fr Teboho encouraged members to take part in
pastoral activities of the church,
such as being sacristans and
ministers of the Eucharist. The
church choir blessed the event
with relevant songs.
The presidents lit candles as
names of deceased were read out.
Christina Maredi

O

n 11 December, Ted (84) and
Iris Seabrook (74) of Mondeor (above) celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary. Iris
and Ted are long-time parishioners
of St John Bosco, Robertsham.
For more than 30 years, they
faithfully served the church in
various capacities. They are seen
with Deacon Victor Ho, Lorraine
Naicker (Parish Finance Committee), Martin Rathinasamy (PPC
Chairperson) and parish priest
Fr John Thompson SDB who
blessed them at a Mass celebrated
for them. Gifts were also presented to them on behalf of the parish.

H

More love …

ere are other St John Bosco parish
senior members who have also reached
the 50 year marriage mark and beyond.
Benny (92) and Theresa (89) Nagan (on
the left) have enjoyed 66 years of married
life. They are joined by Fr Eugene
Hennessy SDB, assistant parish priest and
Ivan (80) and Anne Mansour (74), of
Mondeor, who have been married for 54
years. They attended a senior citizens’
party hosted by the youth of the parish.

Photos: Kevin Luk, Parish Pastoral Council, Chairperson - Liturgy, Catechetics Committee

Deaf
Catholics
meet and
unite

t the opening Mass
of the Catholic Deaf
Conference held in
Cape Town from 12-15
December, Archbishop
Stephen Brislin encouraged everyone
one to recognise their mission as
baptised disciples that fits with the
conference’s theme: ‘Building a Deafaware and Deaf-friendly Church together;
celebrating our Catholic Faith in Sign
Language.’ However, our Catholic
mission goes beyond the boundaries of
the church, because, as Catholics, we
are called to witness to Christ throughout
the whole world, including both the deaf
world and the hearing world.
Participants shared the challenges
facing deaf Catholics in Southern Africa
today. The conference was important to
help develop ways in which the church
can promote the Catholic faith among
deaf people. The church is losing out to
many of the new deaf fellowship
churches which are growing.
Stephan Lombard said one of the
biggest problems was that priests in
hearing parishes need to become more
deaf-aware. Many priests don’t even
know they have deaf people in their
parishes and many feel pastorally
neglected. We need to develop an
awareness programme for priests and
hearing parishioners to make them more
deaf-aware and deaf-friendly.
Makeni Myanga and Christine
Magongwa, two representatives of deaf
youth from the Archdiocese of

Below: Victor and
Lee Okkers of
Crown Gardens
celebrated 50
years of marital
bliss in June last
year.

In the spirit of World Day
of Consecrated Life
From left: Br Vusi Nhlapo,
Sr Gugulethu Manana and
Nkosinathi Mhlambi.
Johannesburg, believe that ‘the biggest
challenge facing deaf Catholics is the
lack of young people in our church
communities. ‘We need to develop
dynamic deaf youth groups which make
the faith appealing and understandable to
deaf youth. It has to be done through the
medium of sign language. We need good
signing choirs and a youth camp to
stimulate the faith of our deaf youth.’
The conference was partly a
realisation of Zanele Mbothwe’s dreams.
‘As deaf Catholics, we felt lost after the
death of Fr John Turner last year.
A working committee of seven
members was elected comprising: Eric
Mahamba (Cape Town); Zanele Mbothwe
(Durban/Mariannhill); Makeni Myanga
(Johannesburg); Sibusiso Zulu (Manzini);
a representative from Lesotho; Fr Lufeyo
Mpaha CMM; and Fr Mark James OP.
The committee will clarify and implement
the recommendations of the conference
over the next two years.
Among the recommendations passed
were the organising of a Catholic deaf
youth camp during 2015; promoting deaf
awareness in our parishes and dioceses;
providing interpreters for hearing masses
to ensure the inclusion of deaf people in
liturgical celebrations; improving our
signing choirs and deaf liturgy; encouraging deaf people to become extraordinary

H

oly Cross, Zola, is often
teeming with the religious
people who are fulfilled in
their vocation thanks to Sr Gugulethu Manana and Br Vusi Nhlapo
who are still studying towards their
religious vocations and who always
invite their counterparts to
celebrate mass with them. Sr Gugu
is with the Companions of St Angela
whilst Vusi Nhlapo is a seminarian at
St John Vianney.
We interviewed Vusi and his
counterpart, Nkosinathi Mhlambi
from Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni
who are both studying towards
becoming diocesan priests. They

ministers of the Eucharist; and to
investigate the possibility of programmes
like marriage encounter and Alpha being
made accessible to deaf Catholics.
A firm foundation was laid for a
church that is deaf aware and more
inclusive of deaf Catholics throughout
Southern Africa.

recently finished their fourth year of
formation.
How is Seminary life?
Vusi: When we first arrived, we did
not know what to expect. But like
with every institution, there are
rules that govern the place and we
have adjusted and are enjoying
ourselves there.
Nkosinathi: Although it is
wonderful to be with family over
the holidays, a prolonged stay
results in us missing our life in the
seminary.
Are you involved in any pastoral
duties?
Nkosinathi: I help with the
distribution of holy communion
during mass and assist with the
service when the priest is away at
my home parish.
Vusi: I recently had the experience
of visiting the sick, administering
holy eucharist and praying for
them.
How would you encourage those
who feel they are called to
religious life?
Vusi: The Cathedral offers monthly

vocation workshops that young
people can attend to further discern
if they called to religious life. Vicar
for vocations, Fr Thabo Motshegwa
is always there to guide and nurture
that calling.
Any words of encouragement to
parents who are apprehensive
about their children joining the
religious life?
Vusi: They should look to Mary and
ask for her intercession as she
knows what it is really like to have a
child whose purpose is to serve
God.
Nkosinathi: They should cast all their
anxieties unto God. Sometimes
parents are scared that their child
will fail. I’d encourage parents to
allow them to experience this
journey and not stand in their way.
Which religious person has
inspired you to become a priest?
Nkosinathi: Bishop Peter Holiday of
Kroonstad and Fr Petrus Shiya’s
dedication to their priestly
vocations. I was also inspired by
simple things in Bishop Holiday; like
the way he dresses as a consecrated
man.
Vusi: Fr Thulani Manana – he was
punctual, disciplined and a straighttalker. I also admire Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale, especially because of his
powerful and uplifting homilies.
Patron saint for priests, St John
Vianney’s tenacity and drive also
inspires me.
Lerato Mohone

Fr Mark James OP

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

Back-to-school
blessings
A back-to-school mass was held
on 13 January at St Margaret,
Diepkloof. Fr Lizwelinjani
Mlotshwa makes sure that every
year, a day before school open,
all parishioners who are in school
and tertiary institutions get their
back-to-school blessings.

12 Volume 29 No 10

We deal in Wholesale & Retail of:
Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns,
Statues, Etc.
HEAD OFFICE
No 1037 Albertina Sisulu Rd
(former 153 Broadway)
Bez Valley
Johannesburg

Tel 011 338-5077

BRANCH
Park Central Shopping Centre
Cnr Noord & Twist Streets
Near Fish ’n Chips
Johannesburg

COMPARE OUR PRICES!

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

February 2015

