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Farewell and thank you, Fr Emil!

Fr Russell Pollitt who attended and
extensively covered the recent
family synod, met Pope Francis.
See full report on pg 10.
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“We will build a shrine!”

The Catechism class of St Thomas, Lenasia were asked to dress up
as one of the saints to commemorate All Saints of Africa on the feast
day on 5 November. See page 6.
Lebo WA Majahe
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All Saints
of Africa

t was a sad day for the
Archdiocese Communications
Department as we said farewell
to Fr Emil Blaser as his five-year
term as Vicar for Communications
came to an end.
The Chancery staff attended a
lunch in his honour.
One by one they thanked him for
his invaluable and professional work
at ADNews and at Radio Veritas.
Everyone said they would miss
him and that he would be difficult
to replace.
Fr Emil said communications were
generally undervalued and

3

underestimated in the church.
“With the advent of the Internet
and social media, there is so much
going on. We need to push
communications more and move
into social networks,” he said. He
thanked the whole ADNews team
and said he would continue
following our Communications
Department, with interest.
Former ADNews editor, Judy
Stockill, who was largely responsible for the “birth” of ADNews
together with Fr Emil, said she was
happy that the paper had grown
in the past years.

T

he Archdiocese of Johannesburg will build a shrine
devoted to Our Lady next
year, even if just shacks are put up
on the land. This was the message
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale gave
at the recently-held Archdiocesan
General Pastoral Council meeting.
He announced that two donors
had given R4 million and R1 million respectively to buy a piece
of land near Boys’ Town in the
Magaliesburg and that an offer has
been submitted to the owner.
However, he said he was disappointed that parishes have only
donated R900 000 towards the
construction of the shrine.
“We were hoping to have
raised R5 million to start building
a wall, the shrine, an administrative block and the levelling of the
floors,” he said.
The Archbishop said he was
well aware of objections by both
parishioners and priests at having
to raise these funds, but the Johannesburg diocese is the only one
that does not have its own shrine.
“The priests are not promoting the idea of a shrine, but they

T

should be as
they are part
of our diocese.
We need a
place where
Catholics can
get together to
pray under one
roof, where we
can practice our devotions. We
need to break out of being isolated in parishes. We all belong
to one church, one continent and
ultimately to Rome. Thousands
of people either go overseas or
to Ngome for pilgrimages every
year because we don’t have our
own shrine,” he said.
He was frequently asked was
why land was being purchased
in the Magaliesberg because no
miracle had taken place there.
“We do not need a miracle to
build a shrine – we have many
relics of saints which we can
place at the shrine,” he said.
The Archbishop said the
biggest hurdle, the donation of
the land, has been overcome, so
“even if we put up shacks, we
will start building next year.”

CDs of Jesuit father’s lectures
now available

he Jesuit Institute of South Africa
has created a set of CDs from
the Winter Living Theology lectures
given by popular columnist, writer
and scripture scholar, Fr Nicholas
King, SJ. Earlier this year, Fr King
toured six southern African cities
where he delivered a series of talks
entitled The Scandal of Christian
Disunity – a Biblical Approach.
By popular demand, the Institute,
teaming up with Radio Veritas, has
created a set of nine CDs. Winter
Living Theology 2015 was attended
by record numbers of people.
Ursula Van Nierop, who kindly
listened to the lectures to check the
recording, said: “I thoroughly
enjoyed hearing them all again –
Fr King really makes the scriptures
come alive.”

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

The institute has confirmed that
Professor of Historical and Liturgical
Theology, Fr John Baldovin, SJ, from
the Jesuit School of Theology and
Ministry at Boston College, will be
delivering Winter Living Theology
in 2016. He will talk on Worship and
Social Justice: The implications of
belonging to a worshipping
community. The institute will
confirm dates and venues soon –
keep reading ADNews for details.
The set of nine CDs of Fr King’s
lectures is available from the Jesuit
Institute at a cost of R300 which
excludes postage and courier fees.
There are limited copies available.
They can be ordered by emailing
Tracy at the institute by emailing:
admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za

– Archbishop Buti
Holy Doors
With the Year of Mercy starting
on 8 December, the Archbishop
said deaneries should be looking
at the opening of the Holy Doors
which, a programme which will
be launched in February.
The tradition was started at the
Vatican where each of the four
papal basilicas has a Holy Door
which is sealed shut from the inside so that it cannot be opened.
They are opened only during
jubilee years when pilgrims enter
to gain the plenary indulgence
connected to the jubilee.
He has suggested that deaneries select specific central points
for churches to have these holy
doors as not all the churches can
have one.
“There is a condition that
those selected churches have a
spiritual programme for the year,
including devotions. We will ask
sodalities to come up with these
programmes,” he said.
See donations page 10.

ADVENT CANDLES

Elsie Shai with advent candles
which are on sale.

Catholic Womens League
Order from Margaret House,
Elsie – 011-618 1533-5;
Fax: 011-618 1538
elsieshai@gmail.com
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Pope’s Intentions: December

mercy of
General. That all may experience the
g.
ivin
God, who never tires of forg
those who
Missionary. That families, especially
sign of
a
s
Jesu
of
suffer, may find in the birth
certain hope.

Patronal Feasts in December

3rd
6th
8th

St Francis Xavier, Evaton, (1931); Martindale (1929)
St Nicholas, Daveyton (1955)
Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof (1964); Rosebank
(1936); Westonaria, (1951)
25th Emmanual, Sebokeng Zone 14, (1978)
27th St John the Apostle, Florida (1970)
28th Holy Family, Spruitview (2010); Turffontein (1950)

CONFIRMATIONS

Florida

CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following
parishes in December. Pray for them.
Sat 5
14:00 All Saints
Ennerdale
Sun 6 09:30 Our Lady of Peace
Roodepoort
Fri 11
18:00 St Martin de Porres
Geluksdal
Sat 12 09:00 Christ the King
Orlando East
Sun 13 10:30 St Francis
Reiger Park
Sat 20 09:00 Immaculate Conception Westonaria

Chancery

011 402-6400
ents
For all departm
oses
The Chancery cl
ecember
at noon on 23 D
and reopens on
.
4 January 2016

ADVENT CANDLES
From Catholic Womens League
Order from Margaret House,
Elsie – 011-618 1533-5;
Fax: 011-618 1538
elsieshai@gmail.com

Baptisms at Emndeni

“I have baptised you with water, but He will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” Mk 1:8
Some 19 children were baptised on 18 October
at Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni. The congregation congratulated everyone on this special day.

Community Notice Board
8 December

Feast of the
Immaculate Conception
(patroness of the
Archdiocese)

PRH WORKSHOPS

Vaal Parishes
Contact Justice and Peace
department for more information.

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations secretary, Sr Esther
Okoro, 011 402-6400

Saturday 5 December 10:00-15:30

Christian Morality
Respecting Life
facilitated by Paul Faller

Good Shepherd, Protea (North)
Book with catechetics department.
Pray outside the abortion facilities

Vaal deanery.
Contact Justice and Peace
department for the venue

Gandhi Square

18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00
Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Saint Vincent’s School for the
Deaf, Melrose

Community Masses
Deaf Community

2nd Sunday of each month

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Francophone Community at 11:15

Family Life Theme
Committed families
lead to a healthy society

Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

076-211-5232

For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Nigerian Community at 11:30

Youth in Environment
Post COP 21

on 2nd Sunday of each month
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic at 12:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition
1st Saturday of the month 07:00
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD
BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Could you not spend
an hour with me?

Randburg

Concludes with Mass

on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep

After Mass Sunday Mass
Small Farm, Vaal
Contact J&P

1 December

Retreat day for SPRED

Join the
discernment group

Verena Kennerknecht
011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

Sunday 13 December

Sunday 17 January 2016

Feast
of the Nativity

Are you called to be
a diocesan priest?

14-18 December, Observatory

What is Essential in My Life

Senimar on Water
Water is a Human Right

Save Water Campaign

Friday 25 December

Catechetics department closes
23 December 2015
Re-opens 11 January 2016

Year of Mercy begins

Thursday 10 December 10:00

29 November to 12 December

St John’s, Florida celebrated confirmations on 22 October. Seen here
is the group with Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.
Photo by Brenda Brough

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

Police Day Celebration
Cathedral Place
Starts with Mass at 09:00
Justice and Peace department

Commissioning Sundays
for catechists for 2016
24 January; 31 January and
7 February
In your parish.

Put you name forward now to
become a catechist.
Saturday 30 January 09:00

Vaal deanery parish
catechetics co-ordinators
meeting
St Francis, Vanderbijlpark
Saturday 6 February

North deanery parish
catechetics co-ordinators
meeting
Time and venue –
to be confirmed

Zambian Community at 11:30

St Anne’s Home
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation
available. A CWL project.
Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667

Adoption,

the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533
.za
or adoptions@mweb.co
a
g.z
.or
ns
www.adoptio

Donate

Help the Culture of Life Apostolate
help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu
079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za
www.cultureoflife.co.za
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Saturday 30 January 2016

on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil
from 20:00 on last Saturday of each
month to Sunday at 05:00
Cathedral of Christ the King

Join the Archdiocesan News
group and get up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise
your parish events

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Edenvale – 011 609 7246

First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00
10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told, for
their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants. See www.
epm.org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf CoLA 082 609 6919

Free Notices

Send event notices for January and
February 2016 by 6 December to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
The January issue of ADNews is
due on Sunday 20 December
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Happy Advent!
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

S

ome very seasonal questions
have arrived just in time for
the December issue.

When is the right time to decorate
the church for Christmas?
Secular society seems to anticipate
Christmas a little earlier each year.
I expected to see the decorations
go up in the shops just in time for
people’s October pay day, but this
year I was staggered to find my
local mall pre-empt this by
another 10 days. All the fake holly
and ivy will have been up for six
weeks by the time you read this
article in early December!
Kylie Minogue switched on the
London Christmas lights on 1
November – rather earlier than in
previous years – the reason being
to get at many shoppers as
possible through the big stores
before 24 December. At least the
Americans wait until after their
Thanksgiving in late November.
Their Christmas decorations go up
just as Advent begins.
Our schools and catechism
classes tend to have their
Christmas plays and parties in late
November because schools break
up just after Advent starts. Now
some of our parish churches are
buckling under the pressure. Since
so many people go away to the
coast, decorations are being put up
earlier so that parishioners get a
chance to see them before they
leave! I am not a party pooper, but
I do think we should relish Advent
first.
Advent, which begins four
Sundays before Christmas Day, is
a time of preparation, not of
jubilation. Any decorations that go
up in churches for Advent should
denote preparation. The most
common feature is the Advent
wreath which helps us mark the
passing of the weeks before we
celebrate the birth of Christ. It is
permitted to erect the crib, or
nativity scene, provided the
figures are not placed there until
later in the season. It can be very
effective for people to see the
empty stable on the first Sunday
and then slowly introduce the
plants and animals during Advent,
and maybe Mary and Joseph on
the fourth Sunday, ready for the
coming of the Christ Child at the
first Mass of Christmas. The
Christmas tree is best left until
Christmas Eve but, if you must
bring it inside earlier, don’t
decorate it or light it up until
Christmas has come.
For how long should the
Christmas decorations be left up?
The traditional Twelve Days of
Christmas run from 25 December
to 6 January, but the Epiphany of
the Lord is now celebrated on the
Sunday between 2 and 8 January.
The Christmas season ends with
the Feast of the Baptism of the
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Lord, so it is permitted to leave
the crib until then, though
Christmas trees and winking
lights look silly after the first
week of January. Place the
shepherds in the crib at Christmas,
and mark Epiphany by bringing in
the Wise Men only then. Perhaps
you can make a star that you can
hang in different places through
the Christmas season so that it
appears to move across the
church, arriving at the stable on
Epiphany Day.
Are there any other ways we
could mark the season of Advent?
Some parishes have the custom
of the Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree
was originally a design in stained
glass windows showing all the
generations of the House of David
from Jesse to Joseph and Mary. A
modern take on this is to put up
an undecorated tree or large, bare
branch and then, as Advent
progresses, get parishioners to add
colourful cardboard leaves and
flowers with prayers or messages
until the tree becomes a Christmas
decoration in its own right.
Perhaps the messages could be
promises of donations that will
benefit others at Christmas, or
perhaps they could be
intercessions to Christ to hasten
his second coming.
Another idea for Advent is to
increase the amount of flowers
each week. Advent is a time of
preparation, not of penance.
Flowers are not forbidden: indeed,
many Advent readings speak of
the flowering of the dessert. We
have such lovely flowers at this
time of year that it would be a
pity not to use them in a liturgical
manner. Again, the idea is to start
small and build up so as to
heighten the expectation of
Christmas.
Let’s end with another thought
on the Advent wreath. Can the
people see it clearly? Would it be
more effective if it were made
larger, or raised up higher? If your
church is long and thin, might it
be good to carry the wreath in
procession so that all can see it?
Symbols of this kind are not
supposed to be just another
“thing” cluttering up the sanctuary
but a visible expression of
people’s devotion. Maybe your
parish has other ideas which you
could share with our readers!

O

n 1 November, the Youth
and Catechetical departments of the Archdiocese
launched a new undertaking called
Catholic Me. Representatives from
all parish in the Archdiocese were
invited to the occasion. The turn-up
was a major improvement on our
GIVE launch last November.
Catholic Me is inspired by the
need for our youth to be more
knowledgeable about their faith
and also by movements like Why
Catholic? and Youcat. We offer the
youth an exciting platform to
explore our Catholic faith or, as Sr
Cathy Licke, our official Catholic Me
teacher says – know your faith, love
your faith, live your faith, share your
faith!
The programme was launched
with Mass at 9:30 at the Cathedral
– there is no better way to ask for
God’s blessing on this initiative. It
happened to be the feast of All
Saints. We placed Catholic Me on
the altar and asked for God’s
blessing on the journey ahead of us,
as the occasion calls for, the
intercession of all saints.
The Mass was followed by an
information session during which
we explored the Catholic Me
dynamics, including a live exploration of our new Catholic Me

Take care of the
environment

Presenters of the day

T

he Justice and Peace Department’s mandate is to tackle
social justice issues in our
communities. These include
economic justice, gender equity,
participatory democracy, reconciliation, land reform, social renewal,
trade justice, international solidarity,
peace-building, organisational
development, capacity building and
environmental justice. Pope Francis
calls on us, in his encyclical, Laudato
Si, to take care of the common
home, the environment.
The Justice and Peace ministry of
Regina Mundi, in partnership with
the Ward 33 councillor’s office,
Johannesburg City Parks and Zoo,
Earthlife, the Johannesburg Metro
Police Department (JMPD), Pikitup,
Environmental Health and Ukhamba
Developmental Projects, recently
held an Environmental Community
Workshop at Regina Mundi, Moroka.
The aim was to educate the
community on the environment,
addressing environmental concerns
and coming up with solutions to

CATHOLIC WHO?

as our Father. Parishes not present
can collect these handouts at the
Chancery.
The material is also available for
download on the webpage (http://
www.catholicyouthjhb.com/
catholic-me.html).
Be on the lookout for Catholic Me
videos on our YouTube channel.
We ended off with fellowship,
during which we enjoyed bountiful
snacks. We sold T-shirts and
recorded interviews with those
present for our video launch.
Should you wish to order Catholic
Me T-shirts, download and fill out
the form from the website, and
submit it, with proof of payment, to
youthhod@catholicjhb.org.za. Be
sure to add a reference on the form.

Above: Noel Mash and Sr Tarsyja
Groblica.
Right: St John’s Northriding
representatives

webpage. We handed every
parish present the Catholic
Me poster, ‘introDOCtion’, a
document that introduces
the programme for the next
three months. The first ‘Theme Cup’
called PAPA, is an exploration of God

Join the Catholic Me adventure!
The Youth Department

take better care of the environment. responsibility to mitigate climate
change by taking care of the
It was a four-day undertaking and
started with a two-day, door-to-door environment.”
JMPD officers Masenate Moloi and
campaign inviting people to
Masenyani Chauke said service
attend the workshop. The
providers and the community
theme was ‘Keep Soweto Ever
should work together to ensure
Green and Clean.’
effective service delivery.
Parish priest, Fr Reginald
A Ward 33 clean-up campaign
Anthony OMI, opened the
took place on the last day by stakeworkshop with a prayer. J&P
holders and community members
coordinator Ndivile Mokoena
welcomed everybody and gave who cleaned streets and open
spaces in the area.
a background on what the
Lerato Mohone
programme was
about.
Mosa Rametsi from
City Parks said the environment includes everything
that is around us – where
we live, relax, work, playgrounds and it needs to be
conducive to those
purposes and quality life. It
is the light, air, soil, chairs
and papers. We can solve
waste problems by re-using,
recycling, reducing and
rethinking how we see and
treat the environment.
Reece Carrazedo from the SPRED
Makoma Lekalakalane
community at La Rochelle received his First
from Earthlife spoke on air
Communion on 25 October. Mass was
quality. “I don’t believe in
celebrated by Fr Geraldo Garcia CS.
God, however, in the Bible
Seen here is Fr Geraldo Garcia with
it says: Man was created
Reece and his family.
last. And when God saw
that everything he had
created was good, he
gave man dominion. The
Bill of Rights’ Article 24
states ‘Everyone has the
right to an environment
that is not harmful to
their health or well-being.’
However, it is everybody’s

SPRED First Communion

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption
Sr Carmel
082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Letters to the Editor
Funding a Marian Shrine
I would like to refer to the letter to the editor in the ADNews a while
ago from Lorraine Cowling in connection with the funding of a
Marian Shrine.
With no offence to the Archbishop and the Archdiocese, I beg to
agree with her in every way.
Radio Veritas is so important to so many housebound people far
and wide – in fact, for so many it is the only way of hearing Mass and
being able to have our petitions and thanksgivings placed on the
altar, and saying the Rosary in the morning. I also agree with Lorraine
about just how many people will be able to drive all the way to the
new shrine?
Radio Veritas should be considered top of the list for funding.
Ester Aires

Advent – The Great
Expectation

I

n the month of December we
prepare for the coming of our
Saviour into our lives and our
hearts. We prepare by prayer,
repentance and focusing on the
light that is coming.
When a couple is expecting a
child, their hearts are filled with
hope, joy and love for the one that is
coming. In the same manner we, as
Christians, await with great joy, hope
and love the coming Saviour.
When we are expecting a child,
we normally prepare a special room
for the child, we would clear out the
clutter and move out all the things
that would harm the child. When we
are expecting Christ to be born in
our hearts, we should prepare a
special room in our hearts to
accommodate Him in our lives and
in our hearts.
The weeks of Advent remind us to
set aside some of the hectic business of the holiday season, and to
quietly reflect on the promise of the
baby born in Bethlehem over 2000
years ago. Most of us focus on the
festivities of this season and forget
the main reason we celebrate
Christmas. The time of advent allows
us to reflect on the preparation for
the coming Saviour, light and grace
into our lives.

Our lives today are cluttered with
hectic schedules of work commitments, children’s activities and
buying gifts for family and clients.
We usually forget to give our Lord
the most precious gift, which is our
heart. Let us now re-commit ourselves and make the change to be
for Christ and prepare the special
room in our hearts for Christ to be
born in our lives.
In the words of John the Baptist,
“Turn away from your sins.” Repent
and straighten his path.
Advent is also the time to repent
and mend our ways. We should live
our lives loving our fellow man,
looking after the animals and plants
that nature provides us. In families
today, we often forget to love each
other, and focus on being right and
winning an argument rather than
guiding and loving each other.
May the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ into our lives and hearts fill us
with renewed faith, love and hope.
May we all learn to love one another
and live in harmony the way God
intended us to live in the beginning.
May the birth of Christ bless your
families.

Family issues
during the
Year of Mercy

issues such as youth, parents,
grandparents and our heritage can be
reflected on in the light of mercy using
the ideas from Pope Francis booklet
The Face of Mercy.
We may have thought of mercy as
something we ask from God and he
offers us, but Pope Francis brings a
new vision to the concept and writes
“I present therefore this Extraordinary
Jubilee Year dedicated to living out in
our daily lives the mercy which the
Father constantly extends to all of us.”
FM 25. The January 2016 theme will be
“merciful love, a new vision.”
Visit www.marfam.org.za , email
info@marfam.org.za or call Toni
Rowland on 082 552-1275.

T

he Year of Mercy begins on 8
December and MARFAM’s
Thoughts of the Day for December
incorporate this theme, as well offers
reflections for Advent and Christmas. It
also has a special Christmas story for
children called “A Children’s Peace
Pilgrimage.”
The year 2016 will be celebrated as
an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as
proclaimed by Pope Francis.
A particular aspect of family life is put
under the spotlight each month so that
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‘make’ these spiritual exercises?
Every three years the Jesuit
Institute offers the Spiritual
Exercises as an enclosed, silent
30-day retreat. Next year we will
be using the brand new retreat
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
centre that has opened in the
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.
estuary of St Lucia in KwaZulut the heart of Ignatian
of this process.
Natal.
spirituality lies an intense
Likewise, the call to a year of
This wonderfully quiet and
process of prayer and
mercy, and to rediscovering that
incredibly scenic location is an
reflection called ‘The Spiritual
God loves us unconditionally and
ideal venue for making this long
Exercises of St Ignatius.’ Behind
wants us to ‘come back,’ comes
silent retreat.
this somewhat daunting title is an
out of the movement of the
We invite anyone who may
extraordinary experience. The
Spiritual Exercises.
feel called to discover, at greater
Spiritual Exercises are a deep
In the course of my work as a
depth, God’s call in their life to
process of discovering who I am
spiritual director, I often have
apply to us to make the Spiritual
in God’s sight. They follow the
people questioning me about ‘how’ Exercises. The retreat will be in
broad dynamic of Christian
to develop a personal relationship
silence for 28 days. Each day,
conversion, beginning with an
with Jesus. I can remember
you will meet individually with a
awareness of how I am created in
directing a young Protestant
spiritual director, who will guide
love by God, and invited into an
minister through these Spiritual
you through the process. Twice
intimate relationship with God.
Exercises, and his saying that,
in the retreat, there are ‘repose’
Ultimately their aim is to help the
after some weeks of praying, the
days where people may talk a
individual to grow in inner
life of Jesus using Gospel
little. In addition, there are two
freedom, and to discern God’s
contemplation, ‘now I have a
days of introduction and one day
unique call in their life.
personal relationship with Jesus!’
of debrief day at the end. In total
Pope Francis inspires many
At the heart of the Spiritual
a 33-day process, running from
Catholics. As a Jesuit he would
Exercises, one prays from the
the 27th August to the 30th
have made these Spiritual Exerannunciation all the way through
September 2016.
cises twice in his life, and he
Jesus life – His passion and death,
As it is a very intense experiprobably led many others through
to His resurrection. Getting to
ence, we do have an application
the experience as well. I can see
know Jesus, to fall in love with
process for those who are
how much of his message is
him, is really at the heart of the
interested. If you would like to
informed by the dynamic of the
Christian vocation. In the words of find out more please contact us
Spiritual Exercises. His emphasis
the Jesuit Fr Pedro Arrupe, ‘fall in at retreats@jesuitinstitute.org.za
on simplicity, on being as like
love, stay in love and it will decide
Jesus as possible, comes right out
everything!’ So how might you

WAYS INTO PRAYER

Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi
Parish of the Resurrection - Bryanston.

‘A once in a life
time experience’

A

Deaf Community

T

he Catholic deaf ministry’s
executive committee, which
includes representatives from
Swaziland and Lesotho, always seeks
to develop and to minister effectively to the deaf community. Thus,
they met in October at Koinoina
Centre for this very cause.
Executive member, Fr Mark James
OP from the Archdiocese of Durban,
said Mass for the community in
St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
on the 25 October. The parish hosts
these masses twice a month and
they are celebrated by Fr Lufeyo
Mpaha CMM.
Fr Mark was the first chaplain of
the deaf community in the
Archdiocese in 2011. Having had
grandparents who were deaf ignited
a passion for the deaf which resulted
in him taking up sign language
education classes. Mass for the deaf
community is also offered by the
Franco Deaf Community, Bedfordview.
Although the community signs in
three different languages, they are a
welcoming, tight-knit group which
consistently helps and looks out for
one other.
The liturgical “Signs of God”

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

lectionary for deaf people is used.
Thembi Myanga helps coordinator,
Deborah Mothopeng with
interpretation.
They all actively participate in the
Mass by singing, saying prayers of
the faithful and doing the readings.
On reflecting on the gospel (Mark
10: 46-52) Fr Mark said, “The blind,
deaf and lame were considered
signs of the poor and therefore
marginalised. Jesus, by giving sight
to Bartamaeus, also integrated him
into the community.
“Hearing people are the ones
who are deaf and those with sight
are blind because we do not hear
and see the needs of others such as
ramps for the wheelchair-bound,

Participants in the
Catholic deaf
community Mass.
Makeni Mnyanga
signing the first
reading

sign language interpreters in court,
even in churches,” he said.
Lucas Magongwa said, “I like
being with this deaf Catholic
community because we understand
each other. The priest says the Mass
in a South African sign language
which enables us to follow the Mass
and his homilies easily.”
Those interested in attending the
Mass can call Deborah Mothopeng
on 082 454 4732.

Lerato Mohone
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Peace building in Africa

ZimCatholics SA
make difference
in foreign lands
Ambassador Isaac Moyo

Fr Sakhi Mofokeng, Sr Hemenigild Makoro
and Fr Patrick Rakeketsi CSS of the SACBC
were amongst the attendees.

F
A group of participants

A

n estimated 500 Zimbabweans, invited guests
gathered at the Germiston
Sports Club to meet Zimbabwe
ambassador, Isaac Moyo who was
accompanied by wife. Moyo
graced the annual event which
has grown in leaps and bounds
over the years. It is hosted by
diaspora Zimbabweans Catholics
living in South Africa.
Ambassador Moyo, addressing
the crowd, reiterated the importance of true values of integration
in a diverse society such as South
Africa.
“Catholics worldwide have
stood for peace and unity. I am
impressed with unity the national
interests our countrymen have as
one people and in identifying
themselves in different places in
South Africa,” said Moyo.
“Participants do not only get
spiritual interaction and integration, but they also promote peace
and safety,” he said.
He expressed gratitude to
Zimbabweans in the diaspora
who are moving their money
back home and, as a result, are
supporting the growing economy
and families.

Kanitha Marshman and Richard
Malcolm, representatives of
Western Union Africa, which play
a big part in the life of
Zimbabweans, were present at the
function.
The Embassy in Pretoria, Cape
Town and Johannesburg is open
to serve the interest of all
Zimbabweans, he said.
ZimCatholics SA is now
playing a role in serving
underprivileged people with
various charity drives such as
buying food. The group recently
raised R90 000 for this cause in
both in Zimbabwe and South
Africa.
During the recent xenophobic
violence, Moyos’ office assisted
over 1 000 people to be
repatriated.
ZimCatholics SA was nominated in the 2014 South Africa
Achievers’ Community Awards
for their charity work.
The outgoing Chaplain of
ZimCatholics SA, Fr Lewis
Tsuro, encouraged unity amongst
Zimbabweans and implored
participants to build relationships.
The chairman of ZimCatholics
SA, Sherpard Mutanga gave
thanks to the ambassador for his
presence as well to the corporate
partners, Task Team for
organising the event which
brought many Zimbabweans
together for sports, family fun,
exhibitions, music and dance.
“Catholic values are supportive
of the family unity
celebrations,”said Mutanga.
Farayi Matondo

ormer President Thabo
Mbeki was a key note
speaker at the 10th anniversary celebration of the Denis
Hurley Peace Institute (DHPI).
The DHPI is a body functioning
under the Southern African
Bishop’s Conference (SACBC).
The evening’s celebration took
place on 26 October at the Sacred
Heart Cathedral in Pretoria and
was attended by just over 100
people. The DHPI is a peacebuilding body whose intention is
to make a difference in the lives of
communities through enhancing
the capacity of faith-based leadership to represent, and support,
communities in achieving their
needs at national and international
peace-making efforts in countries
which are in conflict. Among other
prominent guests attending were
Bishop Kevin Dowling of Rustenburg and Bishop Victor Phalana of
Klerksdorp. Danisa Khumalo,
Director of the DHPI explained
the key role that the church keeps

Graduation day
at the seminary
Former President
Thabo Mbeki.

playing since apartheid in ensuring
that there is peace in the world. He
outlined scenarios whereby they
ensure that our continental neighbours facing war and injustices
receive shelter, education and
food. The former president said he
enjoyed working with the SACBC
during his time as the first citizen,
a relationship that he still holds
very dear. He promised to be
involved with the DHPI and to
avail himself whenever he is
needed. In his address, Mbeki said
African conflicts need a national
dialogue led by victims – an ideal
Pope Francis always promotes –
which is listening to one other. He
admitted that the country has a lot
of challenges and added that an
open national dialogue in
addressing our challenges could be
of pivotal importance.
Lebo WA Majahe

Cathedral soccer team finally launched

C

oach and manager, Benoit
Kayombo, together with
Lubala Mmwela, the assistant
coach and Fr Thabo Motshegwa,
were encouraged to start a
soccer team at the Cathedral,
as a way of keeping children
busy, away from crime and
use of substances. The team
was officially launched at
the beginning of the year and
is already attracting much
participation by youngsters in
the parish. All the boys of the
club practise together, either at
the Nugget Street Park or at the
Bezhuidenhout Park. Response
from youngsters to join the team
has been overwhelming, a true
indication that young people
still yearn for a clean life and

are inspired to carry themselves
with discipline under the
encouragement and support of the
elderly. A challenge expressed by
the coach was that some parents
do not support their children in
this venture and do not come to
their matches, which is a great
discouragement to the legacy they
want to build. Every week the
team has matches, and sometimes
outside of the CBD. The team
manager appeals to the public for
sponsorship for transport, and
support on the sidelines.
Contributions can be made by
phoning Benoit 072 154-0937.
Lebo WA Majahe

Br Limpho Mokobane-Maoela
graduated from St John Vianney
Seminary on 21 October. Pictured
with him is his grandmother,
Angelinah Molelekwa Mokobane.
Br Limpho received a BA in
Philosophy on the day. Re ipela ka
wena setlogolo sa ko gaetsho!
Lebo WA Majahe

RIP

Anna Sekoai
1 April 1952-15
October 2015

Anna Matshidiso Sekoai, who
was the secretary to Fr Thabo
Motshegwa at the Cathedral
sadly passed on. She was a
faithful servant of God, actively
participating in Mass and other
activities at her parish. She
worked at the Cathedral for 31
years. She was blessed with two
daughters, Dikeledi and
Noluthando and one grandchild
Ntokozo. She leaves her
children, grandchild and two
sisters.
Condolences to the Sekoai
family, Fr Thabo Motshegwa and
his entire staff.
Lebo WA Majahe

Serenity

Grottos & Statues

The Divine Mercy, Lady of Grace,
Sacred Heart, Our Lady of Lourdes
and many others for both indoor
and outdoor including cemeteries
Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/Cell (083) 896-8920
E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com
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Grade 7 Mass – Regina Mundi
L-R: Fr Graham
Bouwer, Fr Patrick
Dladla, Fr Tom
Segami and
Fr Mokesh Morar.

They could not wait …
First Holy Communion candidates could not wait to receive the body
and blood of Christ at Holy Cross, Zola on the feast of All Saints.
They are pictured with catechist, Given Mbokazi.

O

n Friday, 30 October, some
1 283 learners from 23 Catholic
primary schools in the Archdiocese
gathered at Regina Mundi, Soweto
to celebrate their annual Grade 7
farewell Mass. The celebrant was
Fr Patrick Dladla who, together
with three con-celebrating priests,
reminded the learners of the vision
that the founders of their schools
had for Catholic education and that
God is always with them wherever
their future paths may lead.
Learners were encouraged to live
their schools’ mottos to be true
bearers of the Catholic education
they had received.

A true hero
LeadSA’s youth hero of the month, Holy
Rosary pupil, Bonolo Molemohi, with her
sister Sesethu, Karabo Ntshweng from
94.7, and Dianne McAlpine from LeadSA.

Special new
Children of Mary
members

H

oly Rosary School’s Grade 7
pupil Bonolo Molemohi, was
recently awarded the
LeadSA Youth Hero of the month
for October.
In July, Bonolo Molemohi
embarked upon an ambitious
project to raise funds to source
corneas from the US for Philani
Thwala. This 17 year-old young
man’s corneas had suffered
irreparable damage and his
eyesight was fast diminishing.
Being the child of domestic helper,
he had resigned himself to living a
life of blindness.
Bonolo heard about Philani’s
plight during a routine conversa-

75th birthday celebrations
Holy Rosary Primary School recently held its annual Grade R concert,
with the theme this year being about the school’s 75th birthday.

Retreat
facilitators’
workshop

A group of participants

Children of Mary Immaculate at Our
Lady of Mercy, Emndeni, welcomed
13 new members into their sodality.

A

Retreat Facilitators’
Workshop was held on
Saturday, 7 November at
The Haven, St Vincent’s School
for the Deaf, to encourage the
interchange of teachers and
school venues for affordable
retreats for learners in Catholic
schools.
Twenty teachers attended the
morning session called “Leading
a Retreat,” which was presented
by Br Michael Burke. Teachers
were given topics as starting
points for discussion. Ideas were
shared and, through Br Michael’s
guidance, participants were
encouraged to interact with one
another to enrich the morning
with their experiences. The
teachers were very grateful for
the opportunity of learning how
to lead a retreat and were
enthusiastic about sharing venues
and resources. They agreed to
keep in contact with one another
and to follow up on the exchange
of retreat dates and venues for
2016.
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tion with her mom, and decided
she needed to do something about
it. Her fundraising initiative was an
overwhelming success, and with
the help of family and friends and
Holy Rosary School, Bonolo
managed to raise the R36 000
required to procure both corneas.
Subsequently, Philani has had a
successful operation on his right
eye, with the left eye operation to
follow in due course.
As part of her fund-raising
efforts, Bonolo gave up gifts and
her party for her upcoming 13th
birthday. What is amazing is that
Philani had been waiting for this
organ replacement for over 10
years, since Charlotte Maxeke
Hospital made him a promise to
perform the operation. The actions
of this amazing, compassionate
young lady have changed this
young man’s life for ever.

The Year
of Mercy
PROGRAMME FOR A PARISH MISSION RETREAT
The ‘missionary of mercy’ (see Pope Francis’ Misericordiae Vultus
par. 18), will arrive at the parish on Saturday and preach
the weekend Masses. He will encourage parishioners to attend
the mission which will last from Monday to Thursday.
The following is an adaptable programme for the four days:
A Daily Morning Masses
Depending on the nature and location of the parish, there could be two
morning Masses, one very early (around 6am) for those needing to get
to school or work, and one later (around 9am) for those at home.
B Evening Mission Services
Mon
“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy” (MV1)
Tues
Healing as an experience of God’s mercy
Wed
Penance and Forgiveness as an experience of God’s mercy
Thurs
The Eucharist as a celebration of God’s mercy.
Note: The services from Monday to Wednesday would not take place in the
context of a celebration of the Eucharist, but would have para-liturgies
proper to their topics. For example, Monday could include Benediction.
Tuesday could see a blessing with the oil of gladness. Wednesday could be
a penitential
service. The mission will close with a solemn Eucharist on Thursday evening.

C Confessions
The missioner(s) would be available for confessions throughout the
week at designated times.
D Costs
R500 per mission priest per day. It is possible to have a mission collection on the Thursday evening and any short-fall of the SACBC rate could
be made up by the parish. The SACBC travel rate (2014) is R3 per km.
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Fr S’milo Mngadi

And the mission
goes on …

T

he Holy Family parish in
Spruitview hosted its annual
Mission Week with several
challenging topics, during the
week of 12 to 18 October. The
topics covered included, amongst
others, family life.
On the Monday, Fr Emmanuel
Youngten dealt with civil and
church marriages, pre-marital sex,
abuse and abortion.
Tuesday saw Fr Myke Mwale
answering the question: What is
Spirituality? This topic included
hunger for spirituality, Christian
spirituality, the love of God and
love of neighbour.
Fr Myke said Christian
spirituality is centred on the
person of Jesus Christ, whose
teaching and lifestyle was rooted
in His relationship with His Father.
Spirituality is best lived through
a life of prayer, should be a life of

service to others and is for all
Christians, he said.
Fr Emmanuel returned on day
three to deal with the church’s
stance regarding prostitution, gays,
lesbians and human trafficking.
One could sense that some had
been affected by this sensitive
topic.
On Thursday, Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi
did Laudato Si’ a great justice in
dealing with the Papal encyclical
which enhances the social
teachings of the church.
“Our mistake,” Fr Mbulelo said, “is
our ignorance of the world around
us. We have lost our relationship
with creation and developed a
throw-away culture. We need an
ecological conversion – a balance
of spirituality of ‘going together
with creation for salvation’, ” he
said.
On day five, the Youth department’s Dillon Naicker was present.
What is mission and why are we
called to be missionary?, he asked.
Dillon’s is a well-known story of
mission and he sums it up in the
words of the Pope – if you want to
be a Christian, be a revolutionary
servant with “heart” and “passion.”
On Saturday, Fr S’milo Mngadi
led the adoration and benediction
rolled into one. Praise and worship
rounded off a healing Mass.
Heartfelt thanks went out to all
presenters for a spiritually- fulfilling
week which was concluded with
Mission Sunday Mass
concelebrated by Fr Teboho
Matseke and Fr Sibusiso Sithathu
of St John Vianney Seminary
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D

r Nontando Hadebe, a
theologian, in introducing
Laudato Si’ and the speakers
to follow, said that she saw the
encyclical as a Franciscan document
which resonates with Africans in its
praise and reverence of nature.
South America, home of Pope
Francis, is also the home of
liberation theology. The ‘see, judge,
act’ format of the encyclical is
attributable to the Pope’s Jesuit
training, she said.
Dr Jakub Urbaniak, a senior
lecturer in theology, led the
workshop through Chapter 2; faith
and reason; the gospel of creation;
the spiritual background for
judging environmental issues.
Chapters 3 and 4 link the spiritual
to the economic and cultural
environment. Prof Smurthwaite,
Head of Applied Ethics and Peace
Studies, pointed out the
concordance between Laudato Si’
and the Catholic social teachings.
Bishop Patrick
Mvemve

Chapters 5 and 6 are the Pope’s
call to action. The input of Sr Judy
Coyle, acting head of the Theology
Department, could simplistically
be summed up in her assertion
that “we are all agents of change.”
The workshop was informative,
stimulating and inspiring. More
than 30 people attended. It was
held on 17 October as the closing
event of the annual St Francis
celebrations of the Church of the
Immaculate Conception parish,
Rosebank. Proceeds were in aid of
the Damietta Peace Initiative.
Based at the Padre Pio Centre,
Pretoria, Damiette is a

The panel from St Augustine College,
from left, Dr Judith Coyle IHM, Prof
Marilise Smurthwaite, Dr Nontando
Hadebe and Dr Jakub Urbaniak.
Through the words of Pope Francis in
Laudato Si’, these academics from the
Catholic university in Victory Park
unpacked the much-anticipated
encyclical on care for our common
home.

community-driven, proactive
interfaith peace project in Africa
centred upon non-violence,
reconciliation and care for
creation, with special attention to
strengthening Muslim-Christian
relations.
Judy Stockill

Schoenstatt
Celebrates
40th Anniversary

Donimique Khabalah

Regina Mundi’s JP Sunday
Regina Mundi hosted its Justice
and Peace Sunday on 20 October.
The homily was delivered by
Fr Mokesh Morar, chaplain of
Holy Family College. He
encouraged every parishioner, and
Christian, to respond to God’s
word – in understanding that it is
everyone’s duty to stand up for
what is right and truthful.
He challenged parishioners to
put their faith into action. He
quoted Moses who took
up the challenge when
called by God to help
the Israelites out of
Egypt. Fr Mokesh
linked that with 1976
students uprising when
they took it upon
themselves to fight
against the unjust
education system.
He reminded Regina
Mundi parishioners that
theirs is a struggle
church. Why, then
should they be mute
about social ills taking
place in the church’s
community, he asked?

A down-to-earth
dialogue with
the eco-pope

He urged parishioners to support
J&P initiatives on environmental
justice; good governance and
gender-based violence.
He emphasised that they need
not be members, but should, at
least support the initiatives of J&P
activists in the parish because, in
essence, it is the duty of everyone
to uphold good social and moral
values as the scriptures challenges
us to do so.

On 18 October the Schoenstatt
Movement in Gauteng celebrated
the 40th anniversary of the blessing
of its shrine in Bedfordview by the
late Bishop Hugh Boyle in 1975.
The celebration was spread over
two Sundays. On Sunday 11th,
during the movement’s annual congress
(known as the October Weekend)
where all branches and institutes meet
to reflect on the past year and to set the
theme for the next year, the celebration
commenced with Mass outside the
shrine with Bishop Patrick Mvemve
being the main celebrant and Fr
Michael Hagan concelebrating.
Over 120 Schoenstatt members,
families and friends attended. A special
thanks was offered to Our Blessed
Mother for her 40 years of faithful
presence in the shrine. Some 40
pilgrims visit daily and hundreds over
the weekends from all denominations
and walks of life.
She has performed many miracles,
transforming and educating many into a
closer relationship with the Triune God.
Members of the movement who
actually built the shrine where acknowledged, prayed for and specially

Schoenstatt celebrations

thanked during Mass. Some of the
surviving builders who were present, were
called up and given a special blessing by
Bishop Mvemve.
Lunch was provided by the members of
Schoenstatt followed by Mass, and later in
the afternoon, benediction in the shrine
was followed by the cutting of the cake.
On Sunday, 18 October, the actual date
of the anniversary, Monsignor Barney

Franciscan
Missionaries
of Mary

The Mission of the FMM
springs from a life of union
with Christ centred on
the EUCHARIST.

Do you feel called?

McAleer celebrated this
important jubilee with Mass
in the shrine. This was
attended by a crowd of
Schoenstatt members and
friends. In his homily, he
dwelled on two messages that
struck him in the shrine; the
motto on the altar frontal
“Nothing without you – MTA
– Nothing without us” and the
message on the foundation
stone “Build from here a better
world.” This, he stressed, really
sums up the message of
evangelisation. We have to
help Our Lady who sends us
out to build a better world in
Gauteng from this shrine, he
said, in our families and
wherever we are and to spread the joy
of the gospel, thereby following Pope
Francis’ challenge in his encyclical
“The Joy of the Gospel.”
Every Catholic should study this
important encyclical and apply it in daily
life, he said.
A youngster commented: “If only
every Mass could be such a joyful
event!”

Tony Joseph, Chairperson
Schoenstatt Apostolic Movement

Umhlangano
Wamafranciscan
Missionaries of Mary

Umsebenzi wobuthunywa
benhlangano yama Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary idabuka
empilweni yokuzibandakanya
noKhristo oyisizinda

Uzizwa ubiziwe na?

Contact: Franciscan Missionaries of Mary
Pax Christi, Post Net Suite 36, Private Bag X6603, Newcastle 2940, Kwa-Zulu Natal
Sister Helena Coragem: 076 762-3125 and 034 312-1957,
helenacoragem@gmail.com
Sister Ana Tonela, fmm: 0735420910 Sharafmm.tonela@gmail.com

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Volume 30 No 8

7

Pope Francis’ global call to
abolish the death penalty

I

t is often said that the social
teachings of the Catholic Church
are the best kept secret. Well, in
his most inspiring and historic
address to the Congress in the
United States of America, Pope
Francis substantially unveiled the
social teaching of the church. In his
simplicity, courageous and joyous
spirit, he unpacked the most
pivotal elements of Catholic social
teaching, as he implicitly touched
upon what is often referred to as
the “nucleus” of the church’s social
doctrine, that is, the principle of
human dignity and sacredness of
human life. The Holy Father
culminated his speech in his call for
the global abolition of the death
penalty. He said, to a loud cheer:
“The golden rule also reminds us of
our responsibility to protect and
defend human life at every state of
its development.” As silence
permeated the house, he continued
as he strongly said: “This conviction
has led me, from the beginning of

my ministry, to advocate at
different levels, the global abolition
of the death penalty”. A profound
statement indeed. The statement
also re-awakens the world to
re-think the life imprisonment
policy or law. The church is clear
that life is a gift from God. He,
alone, has the right to give and
take life. Prison has to be a place of
rehabilitation, not condemnation.
The call of the Holy Father invites
the world leaders to begin a
dialogue of hope to restore the
consciousness of human dignity
and the sanctity of human life. The
dignity of the human person is
essential as each person is created
in the “image and likeness of God.”
And also the “Catholic tradition
sees the sacredness of human life
as part of any moral vision for a just
and good society.” The call for
abolishment of the death penalty is
simply a call to never lose hope in
the rehabilitation of those
convicted for crime. Each person

Boshom
Mpetsheni,
Johannesburg
seminarian
currently studying
Theology in Tangaza University
(Nairobi, Kenya)

deserves multiple chances to life.
We cannot simply jettison persons
out of our societies, and discard
them as non-living beings. Every
person, no matter the crime
committed, deserves second
chances in life. We cannot lose
hope in our fellow brothers and
sisters. As Albert Enstein once said:
“We cannot despair of humanity
since we ourselves are human
beings.” The Pope reminds us that
we should never forget that we
too, were saved in hope, as it is
accentuated in his predecessor’s
encyclical: “Hope we were saved.”
The Holy Father simply reminded
the world that life is sacred and no
human being with whatever
amount of power has the right to
take life. One hopes the world may
heed to Pope’s call to abolish death
penalty restore the sanctity of
human Life.

Valedictory
Service 2015

The Valedictory Service for the Assumption Convent class of 2015
took place, firstly with mass in the church of the Blessed Sacrament,
followed by an awards ceremony in the school’s beautiful new hall.
Certificates and trophies were presented to the top Grade 12 achievers
(above) and they were congratulated on their excellence and diligence.

Mvuleni Ndaba and children saying No to violence!

T

Saying NO to violence

he Soweto Deanery’s
Catholic Men’s Association (CMA) recently held
a fun day at Our Lady of Mercy,
Emndeni. One of St Joseph –
their patron saint’s – admirable
virtue, is that of protector of the
Holy Family and thus they took a
moment to reaffirm that their
stance against gender-based
violence is not confined to the

16-days of activism for No
Violence Against Women and
Children. The event was also
attended by women and children.
The proceedings opened with a
prayer led by chairperson,
Mvuleni Ndaba followed by
everybody having fun with the
various games that were on offer,
after which lunch was served.
Lerato Mohone

Lerato Segabutle
and her team,
with little children of St Peter
Claver Parish
dramatised the
gospel of Mark
12:38-44 for the
parishioners.

News from
Pimville
Dux scholar, Irene Baruga

From left: Nadia de Jesus,
Jeppe Boys’ principal Neville
Workman and Skye Sheerin

St Peter Claver Parish in
Pimville were fortunate to be
visited by novices of the
Oblate Novitiate. Their
presence was a motivation
to the youth to also think
about priesthood as a
vocation.
Photos: Sello Mokoka

Main pic: The ceremony at
Jeppe Boys’ High

the Jeppe Pipe Band played
the extraordinarily beautiful
lament, “The Flowers of the
Forrest.” It was a great privilege
for Nadia and Skye to lay a wreath
on behalf of Assumption Convent
School.

Commemorating Armistice Day

I

n a very moving ceremony,
Assumption Convent High
remembered all those who
have fallen in war, conflict and
violent crime.
On Armistice Day at 11am on
11 November, 1918, the guns fell
silent across the Western Front as
Germany signed the treaty of
surrender, bringing World War I to
an end. In the months that
followed, the fields of Flanders
were filled with red poppies;
poppies are now worn at this time
of year to remember the fallen of
all wars; all proceeds go to the
South African Legion which assists
with the welfare of veterans. The
assembly began with the choir
singing “I remember” by Sarah
Quartel. The song recalls good
times spent with friends and loved
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ones throughout the years. Sarah
Roberts, Katie-Meg Weinerlein and
Timarra Mons spoke to the school
about women in wartime and the
personal battles suffered by many
during World War I and World War
II. The assembly concluded with a
playing of “The Last Post,” a British
Army bugle call signifying the end
of a day in camp and,
subsequently, the end of a soldier’s
earthly life.
On Wednesday, 11 November at
11am, the school principal, Neville
Workman, head prefect Skye
Sheerin and grade 11 pupil Nadia
De Jesus where privileged to also
attend the annual Jeppe Boys
High’s Armistice Day Memorial
Parade. At the conclusion to this
very special occasion, wreaths
were laid whilst the pipe major of
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Prison visit

First Holy Communion
in Rosebank

A
T

he Legion of Mary from Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni visited
the prisoners at the Johannesburg Sun City prison on 24 October. The inmates were very appreciative of the legionaries work. The
visit was found to be a fruitful and enriching experience and the day
ended with Mass celebrated by Fr Benedict Mahlangu.

t the Church of the Immaculate Conception,
parish priest Fr Tony Nunes, administered
Holy Communion to 30 children of the
parish on 25 October.
In his homily, Fr Tony encouraged the children to
have the same faith in Jesus as the blind man
had and to draw strength from receiving communion
as often as possible.
Afterwards the children, their parents, godparents,
family and friends enjoyed a ‘lawn party,’ a
Rosebank tradition.
It was a joyous celebration. In the words of the
Matthew and Alex De la Rey anticipate their first
Psalm “Indeed, we were glad.”
communion while Duncan Ziegler receives the host from
Judy Stockill

Fr Tony Nunes.

Senior Citizens Feast

A group of staff members

Thank you for
your dedication,
Little Eden staff

A

year-end staff function was
held at Little Eden. Staff
received thank you tokens of bath
towels and snacks from residents
as a thank you for their dedication
to the work of the society.

New knights of
Immaculate
Conception welcomed
Nolwandle Gambu, Olga Mtshali,
Anna Dibetso, Charmaine Makhubela and Tshepiso Ndukwana were
made full members of the
Immaculate Conception sodality
on 8 November at Holy Cross,
Zola whilst Buyisile Tshabalala
from Our Lady of Fatima, Dube
was ‘pinned’ with the sodality’s
medal, a mark that she is now a
registered probationer.
Parish priest, Fr Malesela
Dikgale said: “The first reading

From left: Olga Mtshali, Anna
Dibetso, Charmaine Makhubela
Nolwandle Gambu, Tshepiso
Ndukwana and Buyisile Tshabalala

January 2015 (represented by family
members of the departed) and the
members of the parish based
SPRED.
Parish priest, Fr Innocent
Mabheka, before delivering a
sermon with a message on the great
conflict between the needs of the
body and the needs of the soul, said
Senior citizens of Mt Carmel parish in
we are here because of our parents
Thokoza line up to receive blankets from
and grandparents. “We love you
parish priest, Fr Innocent Mabheka.
elders because you
he congregation of
showed us love.
Mt Carmel in
Please continue
Thokoza celebrated
loving us. We care
their Senior Citizens Feast
for you, we honour
on Sunday, 11 October.
you and we will
The feast, which is
never forsake you.
designed to benefit the
We also remember
elderly and the
and love those that
physically-challenged,
have departed.
Fr Mabheka and Tiro Mbele,
saw 175 elders walking
Even when they
chairperson of the PPC, listen as
away with blankets.
are gone, we still
Jacob Nyembe calls out names
Transport had been
enjoy their fruits of
arranged to pick them up of the elders to receive blankets. love – may their
from their homes.
souls rest in peace,” the priest said.
Recipients were divided into three
The seventh instalment of the
categories: over 65 years, the
feast, celebrated annually, was
deceased who passed on after
sponsored by Mlokothwa

T

(1 Kings17:10-16 Elijah and the Widow)
and the Gospel (Mark 12: 38-44 The
Widow’s Two Copper Coins) talk

about two women presenting all
that they have. In this celebration,
what is it that we are presenting to
God? Going forward, what is it we
are presenting and offering in our
parishes, communities and
sodalities?” he asked.
Addressing the new members,
he said: “Today’s readings are
applicable to you. Jesus Christ
was observing. It is not about the
money, but what comes from the
heart. Everybody will be like
Christ, looking at you. Since you
have chosen a sodality that is
founded on mother Mary as the
patroness, emulate her. If you live
your lives in accordance with the
directives of the founder of your
sodality, St Maximillian Kolbe,
you will stay on the right path.
“You are now on the same level
as old members. However, there is
still a lot you can learn from them.
“They are not just here for the
feast, but are here to pray for you
and to support you to be the faithful members that you are called to
be,” Fr Malesela concluded.

The elders of the church enjoy a glass of
juice before being treated to a
sumptuous lunch.

St Theresa Feast

St Theresa Catholic Church of
Magagula in Katlehong celebrated the
feast of St Theresa of Avila, the Patron
Saint of Headache sufferers on Sunday,
18 October. Pictured at the back row
parish priest Fr Elijah Otu, flanked by
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, from left: Johannes
Tshabalala, Vincent Makgale, Raphael
Ntereke, Hamlet Masuku and Benedict
Molumo as well as Altar servers.
Invited Catholics from sister parishes
of St Joseph’s in Mokoena and Holy
Trinity in Kwanele together with
Sacred Heart of Nhlapho Section
joined the festivities and enjoyed
lunch after mass.
		

Abel Dlamini

Parish priest Fr Mabheka thanks the
sponsor, Mr Nyembe who presented
him with a blanket.

Construction Company, which is
owned by parishioner Jacob
Nyembe. Mr Nyembe said for him it
was spiritually gratifying to take
care of the elders, adding that he
was driven to this project by his
divinely-inspired admiration for the
elderly in the church.
On behalf of the senior citizens,
the enthusiastic gogo Molly
Sekonyela expressed her gratitude
to the priest, to Mr Nyembe for his
generosity and the congregation
for the wonderful gifts.
Coordinator of the organising
committee, Bongi Vilakazi, thanked
God for having preserved the
parish’s elders. She also wished that
the Almighty would bless
Mr Nyembe abundantly for what he
was doing for the senior citizens of
the church. After Mass the committee served the elderly, and the
congregation, a fabulous lunch in
the exquisitely-decorated church
Abel Dlamini
hall.

Lerato Mohone
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THE FAMILY SYNOD

THE NEW SHRINE

Donations from the parishes for the
shrine, so far. There were many private
contributors who did not want to be
named, but who were thanked by
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.
		
Parish
Amount Date
Actionville
20 570 27/07
Alexandra
18 201 11/09
Alra Park
3 500 06/11
Bekkersdal
3 010 29/07
hree weeks of intense work
Belgravia
1 345 09/06
have come to an end in
Benoni
8 000 04/06
Rome. These three weeks
Bez Valley
6 005 12/08
Boksburg
650 15/10 have been part of a two-year
Boipatong
998 28/08 process in which the Church has
Bosmont
23 104 07/07 been preparing to review its
Brakpan - St John
4 990 04/08 ministry to modern families. It
Bryanston
13 310 01/06 was an incredible experience to
Brentwood Park
3 900 29/09
be at and live through a Synod of
Carltonville
3 166 30/06
Cathedral
20 590 23/07 Bishops. No significant changes
Coronationville
7 300 01/09 to Church discipline or doctrine
Crystal Park
3 500 07/07 are on the cards. There was no
Daveyton
2 843 07/09 agreement on the hot-button issue
Daveyton - St Nicolas (2014)
of finding a way to admit the
1 750 23/12
divorced and civilly re-married to
Daveyton - St Martin
750 06/01
Daveyton - St Monica
550 09/01 Communion. As the Synod ended
Delmas - St Rose
405 04/08 there were, perhaps, two
Diepkloof
3 571 03/06 reactions: for some, relief that
Dobson - Holy Spirit
2 100 01/09 Church is not changing on key
Dobson - St Angela
6 630 30/07 issues; for others, disappointment
Doornkop
1 780 01/09 – especially for those in difficult
Dube
5 000 24/07
circumstances who had hoped for
Duduza - St Anthony
5 407 05/08
Eldorado Park
15 000 04/07 some change.
But, it would be an oversight to
Eden Park (2014)
4 612 23/12
Edenvale
15 250 07/09 think that it’s business as usual.
Emdeni
3 100 23/01
French Community
2 850 06/07
Geluksdal
3 070 11/09
Germiston
9 820 24/07
Kagiso ll
500 06/07
Kempton Park - Loreto 26 290 04/08
Kensington
10 839 26/09
Khutsong
4 249 30/06
La Rochelle - St Patrick 6 430 04/08
Lenasia
16 158 09/07
Linmeyer
3 038 24/08
Magaliesburg
1 595 12/08
Maryvale
4 990 29/07
Malvern
60 500 27/07
Marian Pilgrimage - Mulbarton
29 232 25/02
Marian Pilgrimage - St Dominic’s
15 442 19/06
Marian Pilgrimage - Soweto
26 349 28/09
Meadow - St Joseph
4 000 14/10
aturday, 10 October was a
Meadow - St Michael
4 108 14/07
beautiful day for
Mofolo
7 050 17/07
thousands across the
Mohlakeng
2 335 12/09
Mokoena
15 171 09/09 county, as, undeterred by the
Mokoena - Holy Trinity Kwanele
elements, some 260 different
1 250 21/07 groups of Catholics took to street
Moletsane
2 820 04/08
corners, parks, beachfronts and
Moroka
3 000 31/08
Noordgesig
3 230 17/07 other venues across South Africa
Northriding
78 500 07/09 to implore Our Lady’s
Norwood
2 817 23/07 intercession on our troubled land.
Orange Farm
2 050 27/10 Brandishing the most powerful
Orlando West
1 045 09/07 weapon that Catholics have at
Palmridge
1 067 26/05
their disposal - the Holy Rosary
Payneville
885 14/08
Pimville
5 000 06/07 - and with tender confidence in
Primrose
3 449 10/09 the omnipotent intercession of
Protea Glen
8 100 11/08 the Holy Mother of God, they
Protea North
18 970 24/08 earnestly beseeched Our Lady,
Reiger Park
3 690 30/06 through prayer and song, to
Rosebank
22 218 21/09 hasten to her aid.
Sebokeng - Emmanuel 13 000 14/08
It was a glorious affirmation of
Sebokeng - Nyolohelo 2 722 04/08
faith, as so many pictures sent,
South Hills - Our Lady of Fatima
1 690 04/08 attest. It is when our problems
Sharpeville
1 750 07/08 seem so insurmountable and our
Springs
1 747 30/07
needs so great that historically
Spruitview
5 053 03/07
Thokoza
8 341 07/08 Catholics have gathered at the
Turffontein
17 481 06/08 feet of Our Lady. History is
Vanderbijlpark
15 166 30/06 replete with case studies of the
Victory Park
200 000 18/09 decisive intervention of Our
Voloorus
2 513 01/09 Lady at crucial times of need.
Walkerville
450 21/09 The rallies surpassed all
Westonaria
3 870 01/07
expectations, thanks to the
Yeoville
8 237 07/08
Zondi
4 120 12/10 fervour of the faithful and the
crucial support and encourageTotal
±909 141

T

There have been significant
changes. Right from the first
session of the Synod, there was an
openness and freedom that has not
always been enjoyed. Prompted
by the Pope, delegates spoke their
minds freely on once-taboo
issues. This immediately revealed
divergent views amongst them
that they did not resolve and, for
many, were confortable not
resolving. The Synod opened up a
new way of being Church – a
dialogical Church in which we
should not be afraid to listen to
diverse views and opinions.
Another significant change was
the role African Bishops played.
In the past, the voice of the
African Church seemed mute.
This year the African bishops
made sure their pastoral
challenges were not only on the
agenda but also discussed. There
were lengthy discussions about
polygamy, poverty, and war.
Many of them spoke out strongly
against pressure, lobbying and
“ideological colonisation” from
aid agencies and foreign
governments, who set conditions
for aid – an example would be
making contraception widely
A group from the Rosary
Crusade on Linksfield Hill

Honouring
Fr Peter
Galloway

A successful Rosary Crusade

S
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available as a condition of
financial aid.
The kind of language the
Church uses was discussed at
length. Many of the bishops
expressed their unease with
language that is insensitive, not
pastorally helpful or does not
communicate with the
contemporary world. Three
phrases were repeatedly
mentioned: ‘intrinsically
disordered,’ ‘indissolubility,’ and
‘love the sinner hate the sin.’
Many prelates thought that these
were no longer helpful. Some
suggested that more positive
terms were used for
‘indissolubility’ like ‘fidelity’.
Many suggested that the Church
use a more welcoming and less
condemnatory language towards
gay people and that there was
greater inclusion shown to
families who had gay members.
There was also robust debate
on decentralisation. Burdened
with many diverse issues, which
in a number of instances pertain
to particular contexts, some
delegates asked that cultural/
contextual specific issues be dealt
with by local episcopal

ment of many of the clergy.
This was the initiative of
Family Action South Africa and
its “South Africa Needs Our
Lady” campaign.
Family Action South Africa

S

t Benedict’s has honoured
Fr Peter Galloway’s memory by
naming a new classroom centre
after him.
As an alumnus, as an Oblate and
as chairman of the St Benedict’s
Trust, he holds a special place in the
history of the school.
Given Fr Peter’s love of languages,
it is entirely appropriate that the
English and Humanities
departments will occupy the new

Invitation

conferences. This makes
imminent sense when one thinks
of issues like polygamy that are
context specific. Pope Francis
called for healthy decentralization
and believes that certain issues
can be dealt with by local
episcopal conferences.
Pope Francis will now decide
the way forward. He has read
what people all over the world
said from local surveys and
listened intently (he attended the
sessions) to what the bishops
said. He has the Synod report in
his hands and will, soon, give the
universal Church an Apostolic
Exhortation that will map out
how the Church should be
ministering to contemporary
families.
The big challenge will be for
parishes and dioceses to put the
vision of the Synod into practice.
It will mean looking at how we
are ministering to families, what
we can do better, what is not
working, what kind of community
the Synod is calling us to be, and
what pastoral attitudes and
practices have to change. These
are the things the bishops spoke
about, we are being invited to do
that same.
Fr Russell Pollitt

Galloway Centre.
“I have a vivid memory
of sitting next to Fr Peter
at a board of governors’
Christmas dinner at the
end of 2005. It was the
first time I had the
opportunity to meet him
and what an absolute
gentlemen he proved to
be! He certainly was
passionate about the work
he was doing,” said current
executive headmaster,
Andre Oosthuysen.
In the speech that he would
deliver three years later at the gala
dinner on the occasion of the
school’s 50th anniversary, Fr Peter
said: “I decided to join the Oblates
because, with all their good and bad
points, they are still a pretty solid
bunch of guys, and I am proud to be
one of them.”
The St Benedict’s community will
always remember him with much
warmth and love.
The community thanked Fr James
Ralston OMI and Mike Galloway for
sharing their tributes of Fr Peter.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ
The Metropolitan Provinces of Pretoria and
Johannesburg have organised a Mass for the
conclusion of the Year of Consecrated Life with
all the religious and members of Societies of Apostolic Life.
When:
Saturday 16th January 2016
Time:
10H00
Where: Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Pretoria

After the celebration of the Eucharist we will gather in the Loreto School Hall for a bring and
share lunch. You are all invited to this celebration and we encourage you to bring along those
who are interested in this way of Christian life. We pray that during this year you have been
able to “make a grateful remembrance of the past, to embrace the future with hope and to
live the present with passion”.
We look forward to celebrating your Life, Joy, and Charisms with you, and all the bishops on
this day.
Wishing you all God’s blessing,

Archbishop William Slattery OFM
Catholic Archdiocese of Pretoria

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg
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WORD OF GOD

I

FAITH!

n simple matters of fact,
hindsight is a simple thing:
you can see within the hour
that you backed the wrong horse
or within seconds that you said the
wrong thing, but in deeper matters,
hindsight is a slow process of
realisation. The disciples did not
come to a true understanding of
Jesus while he was alive. This
took time and only happened after
the Holy Spirit gave them hindsight on Jesus. We have the same
experience – the Spirit working in
us, the patient inner teacher
opening our minds slowly to the
light that has long since come into
the world.
This same process took place in
the writer of John’s Gospel (John)
and his community.
This Gospel was written after
many hours of prayer and reflection on how they experienced the
Risen Christ in their lives. John’s
Gospel was written 70 to 80 years
after Jesus’s death. By far the
majority of this community never
met Jesus personally during his
life on earth. The Gospel has very
little in common with the gospels
of Matthew, Mark or Luke. So, if
the author did not copy from the
earlier writers, where did John and
his community get their information? The simple answer is, “on
their knees.” Week in and week
out they pondered the Word. Over
time they became aware of, and
recognised the action of Christ
Risen in their personal lives and in
their community. It is these
insights, these ‘wisdom moments’,
these moments of grace that are
recorded in John’s Gospel.
The Spirit guides us along the
way. It is Jesus who we experience
as the Risen Christ, who is “the
way the truth and the life” for us.
(Jn 14:6)

Sometimes, when reading or
hearing the Gospel, unexpected
insights come to us and we are
surprised by something new. This
is a ‘wisdom moment,’ a moment
of grace which we should treasure.
My advice to you is to write down
such treasures lest you forget
them. “Lord, help me to quiet my
mind and to hunger to know your
words more deeply.” (Author
unknown)
“The Spirit will guide you into
all truth,” that is, all the truth

VICAR FOR
EVANGELISATION

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the
Bible Foundation writes about
the Word of God in response
to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.

about God. The Son has revealed
the Father, and now the Spirit will
reveal the Father by revealing the
Son. We are being attracted by the
Spirit into the inner life of God.
(Jn 16: 12-15)

Jesus said: “On that day you
will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I
tell you, if you ask anything of the
Father in my name, he will give it
to you.” (Jn 16: 23)
Strangely, John has us saying
nothing and in the next sentence,
we are full of questions. The Greek
word that is first translated “ask”
is, ‘erotao’. This is used for asking
questions. The second ask was the
Greek ‘aiteo.’ This usually refers
to petitions, making requests on
behalf of others.
Let me paraphrase this text,
“When you see me again you
won’t be full of questions, you will
be doing something: you will be
interceding with the Father in my
presence.” It is much easier to talk
about something than to take it to
heart or to do it. Talking is often a
substitute for doing.
There are three ways of reacting
to the promptings of the Christ
Risen as we experience Him in the
Word of God, (Jesus, Scripture,
Eucharist, Events of our lives and
Creation. (Verbum Domini) One
way is to reduce religion to a
matter of ceremonies with no
relevance to our daily lives. A
second is to completely ignore the
inner promptings accepting no
responsibility for what is being
asked of us. Finally, following
Mary’s example as she “kept all
these things in her heart,” putting
them into practice. (Luke 2: 51)
Faith is something you do in the
first place and afterwards talk
about if you must. “I’d rather see
a sermon than hear one any day.”
Adherence to the faith is adherence
to prayer: liturgy, personal prayer
and service to others.
In his letter James says: Someone will say, “You have faith, I
have deeds. Show me your faith
without deeds, and I will show you
my faith by what I do.” (James 2: 18)

Fr Gabriel
Afagbegee SVD
Every month ADNews will be interviewing a different vicar to learn
about what it is they do.
Motto/vision for the ministry:

That all may be missionary
disciples! The church is
missionary by its very nature and
exists to evangelise.
How long have you been Vicar?

Quite new! My appointment took
effect on 1 May this year.
What does your job as Vicar entail?

It entails coordinating the
evangelisation ministry of the
Archdiocese. And that involves,
among others, helping to keep
alive and active a dynamic and
practical missionary consciousness, zeal and commitment.

Besides being Vicar for Evangelisation, what other portfolios do
you hold?

I serve as the priest-in-charge of
San Salvador Parish, Leondale.

Do you love what you do?

Yes, I am loving it as it gives me
the opportunity to continue to put
to use the knowledge and
experience I have gained over the
years through my work as the
director of Kanamo Pastoral
Centre in Botswana (8 years) and
director of Lumko Institute and
Training Centre here in South
Africa (13 years).
Successes and challenges?

It is too soon to talk about
successes or failures since I
assumed this responsibility barely
six months ago. However, from
experience, I am aware of
possible challenges. One such
challenge is the creation of
awareness, animating and
facilitating in a sustained manner,

We Celebrate with our Clergy
The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and
anniversaries of their ordination. Remember them in your prayers!

Ordinations
Martin Roden
Kevin Bugler
James Towell
Ignatius Fidgeon
Martin Morrissey
Emil Blaser
Eugene Hennessy
Michael Connell
Terry Barnard
Vincent Pienaar
Remy Makobane
Lucas Bambezela
Letsie Moshoeshoe
Rev Henry Handgraaf
Rev Kevin Kilroe
Vitalis Marole
Reginald Anthony
Rev Bernard Khasu
Andrew Thomo
Patrick Maselwane
Rev John Makgata
Keith Gordon-Davis
Duncan Tsoke
Ben Mahlangu
Tom Segami
Chaka Motanyane
Thabo Motshegwa
Rev Ernest Madondo

21-12-47
08-12-59
09-12-59
20-12-64
20-12-64
08-12-67
21-12-68
08-12-71
11-12-75
30-12-77
7-12-79
16-12-82
17-12-83
08-12-85
08-12-85
03-12-88
16-12-91
19-12-92
20-12-92
03-12-94
18-12-94
09-12-95
02-12-95
16-12-95
07-12-96
06-12-97
11-12-99
08-12-01

Boniface D’Souza
29-12-01
Innocent Mabheka
07-12-02
Bernard Sompane
07-12-02
Teboho Matseke
20-12-03
Peter Rebello
30-12-05
Victor Ngwenya
15-12-07
Daniel Sehlapelo
15-12-07
Rev Neil Philipson
12-12-09
Rev Michael Nolan
12-12-09
Rev Alexander Niven 12-12-09
Rev Ryszard Malinowski
12-12-09
Michael Carroll
12-12-09
Malcolm McLaren
18-12-10
Joachim Malunga
14-12-13

Birthdays in December
1st

Taelo Kimane
Emmanuel Kagimbangabo
3rd Keith Gordon-Davis
4th Liam Mac Dermott
5th Michael Murphy
6th Timothy Wrenn
Tony Daniels
7th Kevin Bugler
8th Thomas Gibson
9th Petrus Shiya
10th Henricus Vos
Vitalis Marole

the realisation of the vision of a
church of missionary disciples on
the parish level. That is, the
process of getting our parishes to
become more and more parishes
of communion of communities of
missionary disciples; parishes in
which all parishioners are
convinced of their call to be
missionaries/evangelisers and are
committed to going forth to bring
the Good News into our concrete
daily life situations.
What qualities are required for
this job?

I will like to mention just one
which I consider vital. That is, a
deep love for the church, coupled
with what I call a strong
“contagious and/or infectious”
enthusiastic sense of missionary
awareness and zeal.
Why do we need this ministry?

We need this ministry because
evangelisation is the church’s
deepest identity – the grace and
vocation proper to it as St (Pope)
John Paul II once put (confer 19
April 1995, General Audience).
What do you do in your limited
spare time?

I love reading and doing some
writing in my spare time, which
as you rightly put it, is pretty
limited.
Lerato Mohone
12th Charles Uloko
14th Antonio Nunes
16th Rodgers Sihlobo
Alberto Villalba
17th Thabo Motshegwa
21st Shaun Von Lillienfeld
22nd Terry Barnard
23rd Gregory Brooke
25th Emmanuel Wafula
Rev Haga Ndhlovu
30th Silalahi Johannes
31st Ronald Houreld
Letsie Moshoeshoe

... and in early January
4th Xavier Barongo
Bernard Sompane
7th Erroll Scott
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Mission Month at Don Bosco

I
New “ministers of Candidatestheirpronouncing
promises
hospitality” enrolled

B

eing a member of a
sodality is a lifetime
commitment and so
Fr Bernard Tente Sompane SCJ,
spiritual director of the Catholic
Women’s League (CWL) South
Western Region Council at the
recent enrolments of new members into the sodality at Regina
Mundi asked, “Is there anyone
who is having second thoughts
about being made a full member
of the CWL sodality?” None of
the excited 74 ladies indicated
they were.
Fr Sompane was assisted by
10 priests in celebrating Mass.
“Your enrolment in the Catholic
Women’s League sodality means
you are now ministers of hospitality. The scarf that will be pinned
on your shoulders serves as a
towel. At the last supper, Jesus
took what looked like a towel,
wrapped it around his waist, got
down on his knees and washed his
disciples’ feet. A person carrying a
towel is always ready to serve.
“Some people view you as
money-spinners; I encourage you

to strive to be women of love,
charity and loyalty. Seek advice
from sacred scripture. All of us
need to grow in faith. Galatians 2
says: “It is no longer I who lives,
but Christ lives in me.” Devotion to
your patroness, Mother Mary, will
strengthen your faith. Bring also
your talents and gifts that God has
bestowed on you to the sodality.”
President, Thoko Mlungwana
encouraged members to be in union
with what the sodality stands for.
“As women of prayer, we should be
able to trust each other with the
worst of the worst. May the new
members remember this day when
they stood here of their own accord
and therefore now work for the
sodality willingly, cheerfully and
generously,” she said.
Members celebrating their 25th
and 30th anniversaries were recognised and congratulated. They are
seen to be an encouragement,
showing that with prayer and perseverance, those who follow will be
part of the sodality for as long.
Lerato Mohone

‘Stand firm in your faith’ – Bishop Mveve

First Mass
at St Albert's

n honour of Mission Month,
an outdoor Mass was held by
the parish of Don Bosco,
Robertsham on chapel grounds in
Booysens.
The aim was to celebrate and
honour the diversity of nations,
and their culture, that come
together in unity in the Catholic
faith, thereby highlighting the
power of spreading the gospel
through our own mission in our
own communities. Parishioners
were asked to come in their
traditional dress and to showcase
traditional food from their
respective cultures.
It was an extremely colourful
day with foods presented by the
Chinese, Portuguese, Italian,
Nigerian and Coloured communities. Colourful flags of many
nations were displayed in procession at the beginning of Mass.
Mass was celebrated by Fr John
Thompson SDB assisted by
Fr Eugene Hennessy, Fr Robert
Gore and other Salesian priests.

Right: Adriana Pino, back
row, second from left, with
dancers from the Dance
Junction School of Dance

Groups who
participated in
Mission Month
Sunday.

After Mass, a concert was held
where dancers performed routines
from various countries.
More than 700 people joined in
the festivities. Not only was it a
fun day, but we all got to know a
little more about each other’s
cultures. Our parish is truly a
“rainbow parish.”
Photos by Mark Kisogloo
and Kevin Luk

New Sacred Heart members

Photo by Beryl Dampies

Praying for
our students

W

ith November being the
beginning of year-end
exams, Fr Malesela
Dikgale parish priest at Holy
Cross, Zola prayed for school
going children and those
associated with #FeesMustFall
institutions. He asked that God
may remind them what they have
learned, that they might be able
to avoid distractions and for
success in the careers they want
to venture into.

Following a two-year journey of learning about the Sacred Heart
sodality, St Martin De Porres, Orlando West, admitted 10 new members
on Saturday, 31 October. One member also was re-admitted to the
sodality after an absence. Congratulations were passed on to the new
members who promised to try to be like Christ – meek and humble.

New CWL
enrolments
The Catholic Women’s League
ladies from St Theresa, Zondi
had new enrolments at Regina
Mundi on 31 October. From
left, Phindile Skhosana,
Nomonde Ngetu, Thakasile
Mavimbela, Irene Mthombeni
and Ntombi Zwane.

The Legion of Mary held its retreat with Bishop Mveve at Christ
the King, Orlando East. The gospel reading was Luke 1:39-46. The
Bishop said that the legionaries should not get weary of taking the
good news to the poor and that they should stand firm in their faith.
Photo: Mapule Majombozi

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

Fr Duncan Tsoke,Vicar General,
during an induction of
Fr Similo Mngadi's first Mass
at St Albert the Great, Vosloorus on 15 November. Next to
Fr Duncan is Rev Phuti Samuel
Makgabo who will be ordained
as a priest in December.
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