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St Cecilia sodality
welcomes new members

he Cathedral reverberated on the morning of 26 November. This
was because St Cecilia Sodality’s members, who live up to their
(Latin) motto of “Bene Cantate Domino in Jubilatione” (loosely translated: jubilantly/ joyously sing for the Lord) were celebrating.
St Cecilia, the patron saint of singers’ feast day is on 22 November,
On this particular Saturday, they were belatedly celebrating their feast
day and welcoming 44 new members.
Mass was was said by Auxiliary Bishop, Duncan Tsoke with
Frs Thabo Motshegwa and Smilo Mngadi concelebrating.
Recounting St Cecilia’s life, the bishop, in his homily said Cecilia
led a life of prayer and meditation and vowed to lifelong virginity. She
had deep faith, was not just about talk but a person of action. She was
martryed for refusing to worship pagan gods.
He said long-standing members should ask themselves whether
they live according to the vows they made when they joined the
sodality or if they are already seeking to influence new members in a
negative manner.
Lerato Mohone

Under the direction of Duncan Hyam the massed choir sings Handel’s
Halleluiah Chorus bringing to a close the ‘Joy of Love’ concert and another
successful St Francis week at Immaculate Conception, Rosebank.

MERCY, LOVE & JOY

E

very year Immaculate
Conception, Rosebank
celebrates St Francis of Assisi.
Although it is a Justice and Peace
(J&P) initiative, the whole parish
is involved and the Parish
Pastoral Council, St Vincent De
Paul (SVDP), Catholic Women’s
League, catechists, ushers, Genesis,
the choir and the youth band give
active support to the various events
encouraged and supported by
parish priest, Fr Tony Nunes.
The theme of the celebrations,
2016 being the Year of Mercy and
the year of Pope Francis’ encyclical
The Joy of Love, was Mercy, Love
and Joy.
On Monday 3 October, the eve of
the feast of St Francis, evening Mass
was followed by the Transitus, a
reflection on the joyful passing of
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St Francis from this life to the
next. A moving, prayerful and
beautiful celebration, it was
relatively well-attended for a week
night, and very much appreciated
by those present.
At Sunday masses on 8 and 9
October, St Francis’ love of the poor
was celebrated with an offertory
collection of clothing and money for
the poor. Parishioners responded
generously. Seventy-nine big black
plastic bags of good quality used
and new clothing and five big boxes
of shoes was shared between the
Mercy Sisters’ shelters and SVDP. A
sum of R9 000 in cash was collected
for SVDP. The poor also benefitted
from the sale of the Immaculata
Soup Recipe Book, a joint project
between J&P and the Rosebank
Homeless Association.

New Year
message
from
Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale

Dear people of God,
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and
successful New Year.
This year, I would like to see the
formal launch of our new Shrine
which is progressing well. We are
asking for your full support in this.
This Shrine should be used by our
Archdiocese to honour Our Lady
and thank her for the courage and
inspiration that has gone into its
construction which is in her honour
and which is a monument of the
Year of Mercy.
Fr Kees Thönissen OFM Cap was
the celebrant at Sunday morning
masses. The first was a children’s
Mass honouring St Francis, patron
saint of ecology. At the 10:30 Mass
Fr Kees preached on the loving
relationship between St Francis and
St Clare. All who attended Mass
received Rosebank’s St Francis
prayer cards. The concert, with the
theme The Joy of Love was held in
the church on Friday 14 October.
Over 200 people enjoyed a pleasant supper in the church grounds
before being treated to some fine
choral singing. The participating
choirs were the Rosebank choir; the
choir of St Francis of Assisi Anglican
Church, Parkview; St Theresa Youth
Choir from Zondi; the Gifted Folks,
and the Sandton Choir directed by
Duncan Hyam.
The concert celebrates St Francis,
joyful flower of Jesus, and his
relevance as a saint for our times
and builds community and
friendships within the parish, with
other parishes and church groups,
and also ecumenically.
This year the concert was
dedicated to the memory of John
Sevenoaks, a J&P member who
worked tirelessly on previous
concerts and who passed away in
March.
Proceeds of the concert go to the
Franciscan Damietta Peace Initiative
in Africa of which Fr Kees Thönissen
is the international director.
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Shepherds on
the Green
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Good progress on our
very own ‘Mary Mother
of Mercy’ Shrine

t’s good news. Work on the
Shrine in Magaliesburg is progressing well and Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale will, on 25 February,
participate in a sod-turning
ceremony.
This will mark the start of the
construction of the shrine, as well
as the renovation of the existing
building at the premises. The
34-hectare plot cost R9.7 million.
The shrine will provide quality
accommodation and facilities for
pilgrims and the spiritual fulfilment
to those searching for a quiet and
intimate time with God through
the intercession of Mother Mary.
The sod-turning ceremony will be
an occasion to show the faithful
how far the shrine project committee has gone in terms of realising
Archbishop Buti’s dream of a shrine
for Johannesburg.
The shrine will also serve as a
pastoral centre where the faithful
can meet to celebrate diocesan
events. It will accommodate about
3 000 people. This ceremony will
will engender feelings of goodwill
in ensuring that everybody takes
pride in it and develop a sense of

ownership in coming on board
until we reach this goal. The executives of sodalities met in Magaliesburg on Saturday, 10 December to
visit the site and see the progress
thus far. Discussions were held on
how to go about raising more
money, which is still urgently
needed for renovations, costing
a minimum of R2.4 million.
Following a meeting Archbishop Buti held with his deans,
deaneries have committed themselves to assist with contributions.
Among the priority plans is to
build a warehouse, ablution blocks,
renovate the entrance area and
building the grotto with a stunning
water feature. The Sacred Heart
sodality has already given the
Archdiocese R150 000 and has
pledged to deposit an extra
R100 000 by end of January.
There will be monthly pilgrimages every first Saturday of each
month from 10:00 to14:00 at
the shrine to pray for the success of
this initiative. Parishes, groups and
families can start booking the use
of the shrine facilities for their
Continued on page 4.

A treat for
the homeless

S

ome 900 homeless people crowded into Holy Trinity, Braamfontein on
Saturday, 3 December for a Christmas lunch which was organised by
parish deacon, Rev Billy Davies and his wife Wendy. The event was funded
by the parishioners of Holy Trinity. Parishioners also volunteered either to
host and serve a table of eight people in one of two sittings held in Trinity
House. Those parishioners unable to host a table, donated food, drinks,
cash or gifts to be distributed at the take-away table which provided for
those who could not be seated in the hall. Many of Holy Trinity’s parishioners also attended the lunch to help serve tables, manage the crowds or
pack food for the take-aways. Each person received a Christmas gift.

Douglas Irvine, J&P chairperson.

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Zola

St Pius

PATRONAL FEASTS IN JANUARY
1st
17th
24th
27th
31st

Mary Mother of God. St Mary’s, Hyde Park and
all Marian parishes.
Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong (2011);
Kagiso II (1977); Roodepoort (1905 and 1964)
St Francis de Sales. Salesians
St Angela, Dobsonville. (1934 and 1961)
St John Bosco, Robertsham. (1957)

Thirteen children from Holy Cross, Zola received the sacrament of First
Holy Communion in November. Fr Malesela Dikgale said to them, “Jesus
has invited you to His party, you should strive to be His good friend.”

Young people who received the sacrament of First Holy
Communion at St Pius, Mofolo on 20 November. They are
pictured with parish priest, Fr Innocent Daniel.
Pic by Dickson Mofokeng

Edenvale
Confirmations at Our Lady
of Grace, Heidelberg
On Saturday, 29 October, six young people of the parish
of Our Lady of Grace Heidelberg received the sacrament
of confirmation. They were confirmed by Auxiliary
Bishop Duncan Tsoke. In his homily, he encouraged
these young people to be like the ‘Wi-Fi’ of the modern
time where other young people and the people of God
will come and surf Christ. He encouraged them to be
strong in faith and in the practice of their religion.
On the same occasion, two senior members of the
church who celebrated their birthdays, John Reid and
Matilade Neto, 81 and 82 respectively were given a
birthday blessing by the bishop.

Could you not spend
an hour with me?

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

Adoption,

Boipatong
A group of children who received their First Holy Communion at St Therese, Edenvale on 6 November. Pictured are
catechist, Nola Redman with Evangelina Dobloni, Izabella
Granicki, Ricardo da Silva, Jarred Cross, Alessandro Caripis,
Khanyisile Mokoneng and Callum Black. Barbara K Gregory

Chancery
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cjhb.org.za

www.catholi

Are you called to be
a diocesan priest?
Join the
discernment group
Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Malesela Dikgale 073-6707084

the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533
za
or adoptions@mweb.co.
za
rg.
www.adoptions.o
ly.

Terms and conditions app

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Randburg

Gandhi Square

18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00

28 January
Catholic Charismatic
Annual General Meeting
Cathedral of Christ the King
11:30 am to 16:30pm
Charity on 078 736-4832
or 074 968-2831

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition
1st Saturday of the month 07:00
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD
BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Abortion warning
The pill can abort. See www.epm.
org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf. Catholic users must be
told to save their souls and their
unborn infants. 082-609-6919

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Edenvale – 011 609 7246

First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00
10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.
DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?
Find help and healing for the hurt from
separation or divorce.
Group therapy starts on Thursday
9 February 2017 at 7pm at St John’s
Catholic Church, Northriding.
Contact Arianna: 071 138 8401

Join the
Archdiocesan
News group
and get up-todate notices.
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Parents and sponsors from St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong who
presented their children for First Holy Communion on 27 November.
The children are Khiya Mkhulisa, Zandile Mgavu, Tshepo Moleko and
Tsholofetso Letshabo.  
Fr Benen Fahy ofm

Community Notice Board
Community Masses
Deaf Community

2nd Sunday of each month

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

076-211-5232

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic at 12:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Catechetics Department
Saturday 14 January
Deanery Coordinators meeting
Chancery
Saturday 21 January 09:30
Training for trainers
Cathedral Boardroom
and
Confirmation catechists workshop
Cathedral Place
Saturday 4 February 09:30
Training for trainers
Cathedral Boardroom
Saturday 12 February
North deanery coordinators meeting
Saturday 18 February 10:00
RCIA teachers workshop

Commissioning
of Parish Catechists
Sundays – 22 January,
29 January, 5 February

Zambian Community at 11:30

8 February
FEAST OF ST BAKHITA
Human trafficking aware
ness day
for Africa
www.endhumantraffick
ing.co.za

Saturday 11 February 09:00-15:30

Retreat for Catechists
Facilitator: Fr. Boniface
De-Souza, Vicar for Catechetics
St Patrick, La Rochelle

Are you grieving the loss of a
loved one?

Find help and healing on your journey of
grieving the loss of a loved one. Group
therapy starts on Saturday 4 February
2017 at 10am at St John’s Catholic
Church, Northriding.
Contact Arianna: 071 138 8401

24-26 February 2016

for the praise and glory of
God and all creation.
Refreshments on sale on Saturday
Bryanston Catholic Church
Friday 24 February 18:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Interdenominational
Service

Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston
Contact Pam pamf@wfhe.co.za
or 072-421-6450

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil
from 20:00 on last Saturday of each
month to Sunday at 05:00
Cathedral of Christ the King

Mass at OR Tambo
Sundays at 15:00 in Chapel
Fr Arvin Tauro
+27 (061) 692-4270

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Marfam year calendars
now available.

Family Life Theme

Family theme for 2017 is
“Families Walk the Talk.”
www.marfam.org.za

Free Notices

50th Anniversary
anksgiving Mass

Send event notices by 10th to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews
5 February
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New Year –
New Broom
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions
At the end of October last year,
Catholic media reported that Pope
Francis had completely reorganised the Congregation for Divine
Worship: the department of the
Roman Curia responsible for liturgy. Since that time I have received
a few questions on this topic,
mostly from my fellow priests.
What is purpose of the
Congregation for Divine Worship?
The Roman Curia, is something
like the cabinet and civil service of
the Holy See through which the
pope governs the Catholic Church.
It is made up of various departments of different ranks such as
secretariats, dicasteries, congregations, tribunals, councils and commissions.
The full name of the department
for liturgy is the “Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments” – a
clumsy mouthful brought about in
1975 when the rather conservative
body responsible for sacramental
validity was merged with the more
liberal body that had revised all
the liturgies according to the mandate given by the Second Vatican
Council. The duties of this
Congregation include making regulations on the liturgy, promoting
liturgical life, and eliminating
abuses reported to Rome. It publishes and revises liturgical books,
sees to the calendar of the liturgical year, and oversees the music
and art used in the liturgy.
What liturgical developments have
been made by Pope Francis?
From the very evening of his election, Pope Francis showed that his
personal liturgical style would be
one of simplicity. While his immediate predecessor commissioned
many elaborate vestments copied
from the baroque period, Pope
Francis seems closer to the style of
Pope John Paul II’s early years.
His liturgical innovations have
been few, but noteworthy. Firstly
he had the name of St. Joseph
inserted into all the Eucharistic
Prayers. Secondly he insisted that
those having their feet washed at
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper
should represent all sections of the
parish, male and female. More
recently we have seen him raise
the Memorial of St. Mary
Magdalen to the status of Feast,
recognising her unique role in the
Gospel story.
What changes has the Pope made
to the Liturgy Congregation?
In October it was announced that,
with the exception of the Cardinal
Sarah, the Prefect of the
Congregation, all the members of
the Congregation for Divine
Worship had been suspended and
replaced. Those who lost their
positions included Cardinals
Raymond Burke, Angelo Scola,
George Pell, Marc Ouellet, Angelo
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Bagnasco, and Malcolm Ranjith.
Several of these men were considered conservatives who wished to
bring about “a reform of the
reform” – in other words, to undo
many of the changes which have
been brought about since the
1970s. In recent months Cardinal
Sarah had been calling on priests
to preside at Mass ad orientem or
“facing east” – which would mean
turning their backs towards the
people. This is said to have earned
the Pope’s displeasure.
Who are the new members?
The 27 new members of the
Commission are cardinals and
archbishops who represent a
greater number of countries than
before. There are four each from
Africa, Asia and the Americas and
two from Oceania. The youngest
appears to be the Portuguese
bishop José Cordeiro who was
born in Angola in 1967, but
several others are of his
generation. Not all are liberal, and
there is no break with the
immediate past. The American
bishop Arthur Serratelli is one of
those responsible for the 2011
English translation of the Missal.
He will now be asked to work
together with the Archbishop of
Melbourne, Denis Hart, who as a
young priest helped implement
the first English language
lectionary in the early 1970s.
Perhaps the most remarkable
appointment is that of Archbishop
Piero Marini. As a young priest he
was secretary to Archbishop
Annibale Bugnini who guided the
reforms after Vatican II. He went
on to become Master of Pontifical
Liturgical Celebrations from 1987
to 2007, and was responsible for
the colourful and inculturated
liturgies that were such a memorable part of Pope John Paul II’s
travels, but which were frowned
upon by conservatives. Now
turning 75, his experience will be
a useful resource for the
Congregation.
What is striking, as with so
many church committees, is the
interesting mix of characters. The
Norwegian bishop, Bernt Eidsvig,
was once detained by the Soviet
KGB, Cardinal John Dew of
Auckland describes himself as
“An ordinary Kiwi bloke”, and
Arlindo Furtado is the first ever
cardinal from the African nation
of Cape Verde. May the Lord
bless their deliberations and may
the new broom sweep clean this
New Year!

The Church We Want:
African Catholics
look to Vatican III
“

T

he Church We Want:
African Catholics look to
Vatican III” is the title of the
book launched in South Africa on
Saturday 12 November in Rosebank. Dr Nontando Hadebe, who
has written a chapter in the book,
introduced the book at the launch.
When the book was launched in
September 2016 at Arrupe College,
the Jesuit School of Philosophy and
Humanities in Harare, Dr Nontando
shared a platform with eminent
African theologians Prof Ezra Chitando and Rev Prof A E Orobator,
the compiler of this book.
The book came about, said Dr
Nontando Hadebe, when Prof
Orobator asked, “How do you do
theology in an African way?” So
began a process of conversations,
talking and listening and being
listened to. Orobator gathered
clergy, lay Catholics - women
included – and theologians in
service of the African church and
the whole church. While Vatican II
was acclaimed, it was the church
‘there’; Vatican III would be ‘here’, in
Africa, he said.
Several colloquiums were held
where papers presented were
discussed and debated. More time
was spent on these discussions than

Dianne Willman,
Dr Nontando Hadebe,
speaker at the book
launch and Tom Miles,
head of Alpha in
Africa.

on the presentations themselves.
Out of these debates grew a plan
for a movement in Africa and then,
in 2013, Pope Francis was elected
followed by the Synod on the
Family and the Year of Mercy which
co-incidentally fed into the process.
The first part of the book groups
together essays under the heading
The Francis Effect and the Church in
Africa. The first chapter, by Bishop
Kevin Dowling, is “Bishops as
Theologians Listening, Discerning,
and Dialogue.” Dr Nontando had
selected a passage which Dianne
Willman read wherein, as bishoptheologian, Bishop Dowling
grapples with the disconnect
between realities and the teaching
of the magisterium.
In her own chapter, “Advocate for
life! A Kairos moment for the
Catholic Church in Africa to be
guardian, sustainer and protector of
life” which falls in part 3, A Church
That Goes Forth with Boldness and

Thanks for
your support

Report and photo by Judy Stockill

Justice & Peace’s
anti gender-based
violence activists

– Pastoral Care

T

he Department of Pastoral
Care for Migrants and
Refugees aims to promote a
Christian spirit of welcoming
people from different nationalities, languages, ethnicities and
traditions to share together the
same faith as one family rooted in
God’s love.
The priority and commitment of
the department is to attend to the
socio-pastoral needs of migrants
and refugees and for local communities to live in a more cohesive
manner.
As Blessed Scalabrinini, the father
of migrants says: “Courage, patience
and perseverance are indispensable
virtues in our commitment to
transform to the existential reality of
the love of Christ towards migrants
and the host community.”
The department would like to
extend its deepest gratitude to
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, the
Scalabrinian priests – Frs Ivaldo
Bettin, Sergio Durigon and Jorge
Guerra and their parishioners for all
their contributions during the
Christmas season. Thanks for the full
support from Bienvenu Shelter from
Sr Kadia Prigol and her team.

Creativity, Dr Nontando submits
that life is at the centre of African
spirituality.
After several extracts from the
book had been read, the audience
of 60 broke into discussion groups
where animated talking – and
maybe some listening – yielded a
range of diverse views on the church
in Africa as it is, and as it should be.
“Stay open to new things,” said
Dr Nontando.
The book has also been launched
in Kenya where the editor A E Orobator, SJ, is the Principal of the
University College at Hekima
University College Jesuit School
of Theology in Nairobi. There have
also been launches in US and
Nigeria. This South African launch
was hosted by WAACSA www.
weareallchurch.co.za/
The book will be reviewed for The
Southern Cross by Paddy Kearny.

The nativity of Jesus Christ

The department also thanked
other parishes and organisations.
With their donations, they were
able to assist more than 200
families with food parcels.
Over 300 children received gifts
during the Christmas celebration
on 1 December at the Cathedral.
The support from many people
made an enormous difference to
many people with very poor
conditions of life.
The work of assisting many
children get into schools starts in
the first term. Pastoral Care is still
asking for donations of stationery
and school uniforms.
Anyone wishing
to assist can contact
the Pastoral Care
Office 011 402 6400.

Gender activists from various
deaneries at the Justice and
Peace attended the department’s
annual general conference.

Front: Raisitse Moeketsi, Charmaine
Khawula, J&P fieldworker Far East
and Gender-based Violence;
Nomvuyo Tsotetsi, Pascalina Motshoeneng. Back: Pinky Mabote and
Mpho Dlakavu.

Sr Maria de
Lurdes Lodi Rissini,
Pastoral Care Department H.O.D.

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Still celebrating
Christmas

R

Eucharistic
procession in
Actonville
A Eucharistic procession took
place at St Joseph’s, Actonville, to
mark the Year of Mercy on Sunday, 6 November. It was a unique and
first-time event that took place there. The procession was followed by
a beautiful Mass celebrated by visiting priest, Fr Patrick Mphepho and
concelebrated by parish priest Fr Boniface D’Souza and Frs Arvin
Tauro and Joseph Luyombya.

Nicole Moonsammy

New Zondi
St Anne’s
members

Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

ecently I mentioned the
feast of the Epiphany to
someone and they looked
at me blankly. As the Epiphany is
one of my favourite feasts, this
came as a bit of a shock to me.
They had never heard of it, or
noticed it, in the liturgical year.
For them, as for many Christians,
Christmas is basically over after
night of the 26th.
Yet for the church, Christmas
continues for a whole season. We
celebrate the feast of the Holy
Family, we celebrate the Epiphany
and then finally, we celebrate the
baptism of the Lord. As Catholics
we’re really good at preparation
(Advent), and then it seems to me,
we are not as good at living in the
joyful season of Christmas.
Personally, I find a sense of
relief that I have some time to
settle into the reality of praying
about Christmas in the days that
follow the family hysteria that is
Christmas day itself. As a mother
with small kids, and as an aunt and

godmother with even more small
kids, I resonate with the Christmas fatigue of wrapping and
cooking and celebrating.
However, in the weeks after
Christmas, I have time to savour
the solemn joy of the Incarnation,
which is really what this feast is
all about.
Right in the middle of the
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius
of Loyola has a fantasy meditation
on the Incarnation that I try to
pray in this Christmas season each
year.
In it, St Ignatius invites me to
imagine that I am sitting with the
Trinity looking down at the world.
With them I watch the different
activities people do. Some are
engaged in works of mercy and
healing, others engaged in
wounding and killing, some are
struggling to survive with their
families, while others are living
extravagantly and in selfindulgence, some are giving their
lives in the service of others,

Continued on page 4.

Three new members from
St Theresa, Zondi were enrolled
into the St Anne’s sodality on
20 November. They are Maria
Ndlotyeni, Victoria Ngubeni and
Ntombifuthi Dlomo. It was a
joyous occasion for them.

Spiritans–Missionaries
Worldwide

Religious Priests and
JoinBrothers
the Congregation

of the Holy Spirit

 Founded on Pentecost Sunday 1703 in France.
 Consecrated to the Holy Spirit [Lk. 4:18-21].
 Live in Community with One Heart, One Soul
>
Founded on Pentecost Sunday 1703 in France
Motto.
>
Consecrated
to the
Holy Spirit
4:18-21)
 Serving the Poor and
Vulnerable
Groups(Lk.
in 68
> Countries.
Live in Community with One Heart, One Soul motto
 Ready
to serve
localand
Church
in places most
>
Serving
thethe
poor
vulnerable
groups in 68 countries
in
need
of
personnel.
> Ready to serve the local Church in places most in need

of personnel

Please Contact:
Fr. Nkosinathi Nkabinde, CSSp
Please contact:
E-mail: nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
072 918Nkabinde,
6192, Box 318,
Mohlakeng 1760
Fr Cell:
Nkosinathi
CSSp
Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima, CSSp
OR nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
E-mail:
Email: aikon2x@hotmail.com
Fr.072
Ikechukwu
Cell:
918 6192Onoyima, CSSp
Cell: 071 457 2240
aikon2x@hotmail.com
POEmail:
Box 318
Mohlakeng 1760
PO Box 179 Westonaria 1780
Cell: 071 457 2240, Box 179 Westonaria 1780.
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Good progress on our very own
‘Mary Mother of Mercy’ Shrine

Lydia Ndzeku

Spiritans-Missionaries
Join Holy Spirit
Congregation
of
Worldwide

while others lead lives of total
selfishness.
I listen to the conversation of
the Trinity as they talk about what
they see in the world. I feel their
pain in the world, their delight in
the world, and their
overwhelming desire to love and
redeem us. I listen as they make
the choice to send the second
person of the Trinity, the Divine
Word, to come and live as one of
us.
I notice what I feel as they
make this choice. I think about
what it meant for God to choose
to be human, to choose to become
one of us. What did it mean for
Jesus to be vulnerable, to experience our pain and sorrow as well
as our joy? What did it mean that
in Jesus’ life, God shared God’s
life with ordinary people?
Then I ponder on God’s call in
my own life. How does God want
me to respond to this great gift
that God offers me in the life of
Jesus? In my heart I talk to Jesus
about what this all means to me.
This Christmas season, as we
remember the wondrous joy of
the Incarnation, I invite you to
stay in the movement of
Christmas, pondering God’s gift
of Godself to you in your own
life.

Retreat ‘Why Catholic?’ retreat
at Bosco Centre

O

n Saturday, 29 October, a
Renew – Why Catholic?
Retreat was held at Bosco Centre,
Daleside.
The retreat was organised by
St John Bosco, Robertsham and
led by Fr Cletus Onwudiwe
CSsR. Set in the tranquil grounds
of Bosco Centre, the retreat
allowed all participants to spiritually recharge themselves.
Fr Cletus left all spiritually
enriched and evangelised.
Members of Linmeyer and
Mayfair parishes also joined the
retreat. It was a lovely day which
ended with Mass celebrated by
Fr Cletus.

Parishioners from Robertsham,
Linmeyer and Mayfair Parishes
with Fr Cletus at the end of the
retreat.

Nadine Francis (Renew Secretary),
Fr Cletus and Renew Chairperson
Pamela Yeoman

retreats and fun days at a reasonable
cost. Proceeds will be donated
towards the upkeep of the place.
On the 25 February, all Catholics are
invited to go in great numbers.
In response to Pope Francis’
invitation to erect lasting monuments in honour of the Year of
Mercy, Archbishop Buti, has declared
and named our Shrine ‘Mary Mother
of Mercy’. The liturgy of the day will
be vibrant, including pensioners and
special friends from Spred. The
St Cecilia choir ministry will be
leading the singing. Everybody
should bring their own camp chairs.
A restaurant will be open where
food and beverages will be sold.
Special memorabilias will be sold to
mark the occasion.
Catholics not affiliated with
sodalities are also requested to take
ownership of this project and
get involved. Donations of building
material, usable furniture are most
welcome.
Check out the Marian shrine website on www.marianshrinejhb.co.za
Lebo WA Majahe

Kevin Luk, St John Bosco
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Justice and Peace Annual
General Conference

he Justice and Peace (J&P)
annual general conference
was recently held at Holy
Angels, Bez Valley.
Head of J&P Department, Joseph
Dube, asked: “Are we transforming
the lives of people we live with in
our communities?
“At the end of every Mass we are
not just given a blessing, but
commissioned to transform society,
just as Jesus did,” he said.
Joseph went on to borrow words
from Thomas Sankara, “We cannot
carry out fundamental change
without a certain amount of
madness ... it took a madman of
yesterday for us to be able to act
with extreme clarity”.
“Justice and Peace groups should
be among those mad men so that
the church today can act with
extreme clarity,” he said.
J&P field organisers Brian Mooi,
Jacob Sebidi and Charmaine
Khawula presented the reports.
The following were focused on:
Good governance – the focus
was on local government elections.
J&P was the only Catholic
institution accredited with the

Independent Electoral Commission
(IEC). There were over 300 observers,
98 of which were from the
Archdiocese.
Gender-based violence – in
support of the 16 Days of Activism
of No Violence against Women and
Children, the department initiated
the Orange Doek campaign. So far,
2 021 doeks have been distributed.
This campaign is linked to the United
Nations Orange Campaign. It shows
solidarity and support of survivors
of gender-based violence. J&P is
running the campaign with another
Catholic organisation, Parks Christi in
the Philippines. The doeks are made
by the migrant and refugee women
from Bienvenu Shelter.
Air emissions – the air quality in
the Vaal is getting worse at the
expense of people’s health. There is
a need for radical intervention to
address the issue of air quality.
The presentations also covered
illegal dumping, water and energy
and mine dumping.
Joseph said, “We need to go back
to our deaneries and prepare for the
2018 - 2020 project cycle.”

St Francis’
Children’s
Festival

“Let the children come
to me for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven”

S

t Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
held its Children Festival
on 4 December. High Mass
was said by parish priest,
Fr Ernest Kabungo with Fr Jude
Uche from the Dimonyekwere
diocese concelebrating. Mass for
the children was celebrated by
another visiting priest, Fr Ignatius
Kaungu from the diocese of
Ndola, Zambia.
“We are here to thank God
because nobody amongst us is
sick, angry and hungry,” he said
to the children.
He asked the children if they

Lerato Mohone

very successful third scriptural programme for “Bread for
Journey” was held on 26 November at St Benedict’s, Sebokeng.
The course was presented by Teresa Wilsnagh and Br Andrew
Mubanga from the Catholic Bible Foundation. After long engagement
and preparation for this experience, organisers George Motseokae
Sibiya and Fr Emanuel Dim, parish priest, the objective was achieved.
The next sessions will be: 5 August, 2 September and 7 October 2017.
Report and photo George Motseokae Sibiya

CWL year-end lunch

A great time was
had by all.

The Catholic Women's
League – Archdiocese
of Johannesburg held
their year-end Mass
and luncheon at
St Margaret House.
From left: Grace
Mamabolo, Khosi
Maloka, Madelein van
Wyk, Beverely Phalle
and Mavis Ngwenya. Not pictured: Lydia Tsele, Matilda Dube, Nkele Mokulaboni and Maria Hill.
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Left: Fr Ignatius and Sr Esther helping young
people light the second candle of Advent

loved Jesus. Samuel (4) said he
loved Jesus because He prays for
us. Sibongile Mangwato (8) said
she loved Jesus because he died
for our sins and every time we sin
He is ready to forgive us.
Srs Esther Maris-Okoro,
Juliana Abioye and Mary Cecilia

Anawanti took turns in
facilitating the bible quiz. To
participate, children were divided
into age groups and given a
Bible chapter to learn at home
for three weeks.
Sr Esther said children are as
much part of the church as adults
and should be appreciated for
their prayers and little efforts.
Each lesson was linked to a
fitting Christmas carol.
The mothers joined in the fun
by singing “Joy to the World”.
Lerato Mohone

over the years.
Catechists who religiously
attended the My Catholic Faith
and Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) sessions were
given certificates.
Head of Catechetical Department Sr Tarsycja Groblica
extended her gratitude to catechists for their commitment and
sacrifices in ensuring that the faith
is passed on to others.
“The department hopes to give
out more certificates next year,”
she said.
“They must be proud and happy
Fr Boniface thanked Fr Peter for
of what they are doing because one having been a good shepherd.
day they’ll see the fruit of their
Following his meeting with
hard labour.
deanery coordinators earlier in the
“They must be responsible and
morning, he said they were all
committed catechists and must be
going to work together as
ready to sacrifice many things to
catechists. He encouraged all
carry on their work effectively.”
catechists to attend the yearly
Fr Peter, who is retiring, congra- retreat scheduled to take place on
tulated his successor saying it had 11 February at St Patrick’s,
Lerato Mohone
been a pleasure working with him La Rochelle.

Catechetical
Department’s
Thanksgiving Mass

Bread for Journey at St Benedict

A

Sr Esther leading the final Christmas carol

Matthew 19:14

Sr Tarsycja (right) congratulating
deanery coordinators.

T

he Catechetical Department
celebrated its Thanksgiving
Mass on 26 November at
the Our Lady of Fatima chapel at
the Cathedral.
Mass was said by outgoing vicar,
Fr Peter Doherty and his successor,
Fr Boniface D’Souza.
In his homily, Fr Boniface said,
“Catechists have a great
responsibility in the building of
faith life.
Their role as faith builders is
very important because they begin
from the grassroot level, sowing
the seed of faith in the hearts of
children.
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Anne O’Gorman
at the Immaculata Shelter

Immaculate
Conception,
Rosebank supports
Immaculata Shelter

I

n 2012, following a Mandela
Day initiative by the Justice
and Peace (J&P) committee,
the parishioners started providing
soup for Immaculata Shelter on
weekends. There is a dedicated
group of soup makers who

provide soup for the residents
every Saturday and Sunday night.
Originally a church hall,
Immaculata was converted into a
shelter in 1993 by the Sisters of
Mercy. The shelter accommodates
80 men and 20 women.
The residents get three meals a
day, laundry, ablution facilities,
social worker services and an
advice bureau. The shelter helps
those taken in by guiding them on
how to apply for grants.
Life skills programmes and
computer courses are also
available. Financially, the shelter
relies on a subsidy from
government and private donations
to operate.
Even though Immaculata can
only accommodate 100 people,
they provide food to hundreds
more. A soup kitchen feeds
additionally up to 250 people
every week day and the laundries
and the ablutions are also opened

to the homeless to enable them to
preserve some dignity.
In October 2016, the J&P
committee produced a Soup
Recipe Booklet containing
recipes provided by the soup
makers. The people in the
computer course in the shelter
have helped to type them up and
the Rosebank Homeless Association donated half the printing
costs. The recipe book project
was driven by Anne O’Gorman.
It’s been an amazing success,
with 350 booklets sold in two
months.
It was launched in October as
part of Rosebank’s St Francis
week. St Francis, friend of the
poor, is celebrated in the parish
each year.
If you’d like to support this
worthy cause, the booklets are on
sale at the Rosebank church
repository. Anne can be reached
on 083 301 6126.

Anne O’Gorman

Works of charity

The Catholic Women’s League
from St Peter’s, Kagiso handed
out sanitary pads to young girls at
the parish on 20 and 21 November at a nearby primary school.

Fr Maurice Chidiac in green (far left) plays a
wise man while angels and shepherds look on.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

The Nativity Play at
Our Lady of Lebanon
On the evening of 2 December, the
Maronite church of Our Lady Of
Lebanon held its annual nativity
play by parishioners and children
of the parish. Children were
requested to dress as angels and
shepherds for the event. A special
appearance by Fr Maurice
Chidiac, Superior to the Maronite
Catholic Mission of South Africa,

as one of the three wise men,
added some extra joy to an
already joyous celebration. The
performance was interspersed
with popular Christmas carols.
A special appearance was made
by Santa at the end of the play.
Mark Kisogloo

Salesian Youth Movement Retreat

Pics by Tebogo Tsimane

O

n 26 November, the young people from Finetown, Lawley, Ennerdale
and Bosco Village, who form part of Salesian Youth Movement, had a
recollection day in preparation for the beginning of Advent. Fr Emmanuel
SDB led them through the understanding of Advent in the church’s
liturgical calendar. The young people also had a chance to discuss, in
small groups, the meaning of Advent in their own lives. The event was
concluded with Mass.
Br Clarence Watts, Youth Ministry & Social Communication, Provincial House

New St Cecilia
Sodality
Members
Also enrolled into the St Cecilia
Sodality on 26 November were
these members from St Anthony
of Padua, Evaton West.
They are Lerato Mokwena,
Pulane Mlangeni, Rose Tsilo and
Bessie Malinga.

See page 1.
Pic by Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi

Christmas spirit
at Assumption
Convent

L

eonor Ngosi, principal of
Ithembelihle Primary School,
visited Assumption Convent on
2 December with three of her
pupils. Assumption Convent’s
grade 7s outreach girls were able
to hand over 100 Christmas

boxes filled with donations from
the pupils of the school.
The Ithembelihle Primary
School grade R class will be
receiving these gifts filled with a
soft toy, chocolate and Christmas
card made by the pupils, as well
as a pair of socks. As we celebrate Christmas we remember
that “it is in giving that we
receive”. There is a joy in giving
to children that are grateful for a
Christmas gift. Let’s keep giving!
Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager
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Jesus, Me and the Saints retreat
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle has a Junior Youth Group for primary school children. On Saturday, 5 November they attended a retreat at Bosco Centre.
The theme was ‘Jesus, Me and the Saints’. They all participated most
enthusiastically. They had Mass at the end of the retreat where they presented to the parishioners, in groups, the ‘saint puppets’ that they made,
and they spoke of their love of that particular saint. Dominique Byrne
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Laity and clergy embrace
Shepherds on the Green

WORD OF GOD

Why the Word?
Part One

The following Priests and
Deacons celebrate their
birthdays and anniversaries of
their ordination. Remember
them in your prayers!

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the Bible
Foundation writes about the Word of God
in response to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.

Isaiah 55 – Introduction to
the Book of Isaiah
The prophet Isaiah was born
about 765 BC. He began his mission
around 740 BC and continued for the
next forty years. He is responsible for
chapters 1-39. It probably kept him
busy for the best part of fifty years.
In 597 BC disaster struck the
Hebrew peoples. They were conquered by the Babylonians and many
were sent into exile. In all, there were
three deportations, 597, 587 and 582.
The Temple was also destroyed.
In 539, the Persian Empire
conquered Babylon. Our story begins
in 538 BC with the Edict of Cyrus, the
ruling king.
1 In the first year of Cyrus, king of
Persia, in order to fulfil the word of
the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the
LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king
of Persia to make a proclamation
throughout his realm and also to put
it in writing: 2 “This is what Cyrus king
of Persia says: “ ‘The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth and He has
appointed me to build a temple for
Him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of
His people among you may go up to
Jerusalem in Judah and build the
temple of the Lord, the God of Israel,
the God who is in Jerusalem, and may
their God be with them. (Ez 1: 1 – 3)
Second Isaiah, chapters 40 – 55,
was written at this time of the return
from exile. It opens with:
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says
your God. 2 Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that
her hard service has been completed,
(Is 40: 1 – 2)
Not surprisingly it is called the ‘The
Book of Consolation of Israel.’ We are
going to use Chapter 55 as the source
of our prayer and reflection.
Chapters 56 -66, Third Isaiah, comes
mainly from the period following the
return from Babylonian Exile. It is the
work of a disciple of the prophet who
wrote Second Isaiah. He wrote to the
people who had returned from
Babylon. They experienced great
difficulties. Their hopes for an
immediate and glorious future had
been dashed.
Introducing Isaiah, Chapter 55.
We need to approach this text on
two levels:
We are the Hebrew people
preparing for the long dusty walk
back to Jerusalem. They know that
they face thirst and hunger on the
way. However their joy on reaching
Jerusalem, home, their own God and
homeland will far exceed the
discomfort of the journey.
God is addressing us directly, today
in the circumstances of our own lives.
Listen well.

Archdiocese of
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The Prophet Amos explains:
11 The days are coming, says the
Lord God, when I will send a famine
on the land. Not a famine of bread, or
thirst for water, but for hearing the
Word of the Lord. (Amos 8: 11)
Deep within each of us is a
yearning, thirst, a longing for a
deeper relationship with our God.
This hunger, this thirst, is a gift given
by God to humanity. It is embedded
deep within each of us and will only
be satisfied when we absorb the
Word of God into our very being.
This gift of the Word of God comes
to us in five ways:
Jesus Christ: “Jesus Christ is truly
the Word of God. The Word of God
here refers to the person of Jesus
Christ.” (VD 7)
Sacred Scripture: “The Word of God,
divinely inspired, is Sacred Scripture.
God spoke through the prophets and
the Apostles.”(VD 7)
Creation: “Creation itself … in
which the one Word is spoken.” (VD 7)
The Risen Christ: “...Himself is
present in His Word, since it is He who
speaks when the Scriptures are read
in Church.” (VD 52)
Events of our lives: “The Word of
God sheds light on human existence
and stirs our conscience to take a
deeper look at our lives. Every
moment of our life is important and
must be lived intensely.” (VD 99)
Little wonder that the prophet
Isaiah describes the Gift of the Word
of God in these words: 6 On this
mountain the LORD Almighty will
prepare a feast of rich food for all
peoples, a banquet of aged wine, the
best of meats and the finest of wines.
(Is 25: 6)
“On this mountain,” means we have
come into the presence of God. By
opening ourselves to the Word of
God in Scripture we will be the
recipients of a wondrous feast and
countless blessings. We grow in our
love and understanding of our God as
He speaks to us through His Word.
We are invited to join God in this
conversation as we recognise what
God is saying to us. Having revealed a
little of himself to us, God invites us
to voice our gratitude by entering
into a conversation with him. This
intimate conversation with our God is
called, Prayer.
“God becomes known through the
dialogue which He desires to have
with us. God, from the fullness of His
love, addresses men and women as
His friends, and lives among them, in
order to invite them into His
company.” (VD 6)

Ordinations
Frs Teboho Matseke,
Zweli Mlotshwa OMI and From left: Fr Thabiso Ledwaba (Pretoria), Fr Mokhesi
Mokhesi (Bethlehem), Fr Sello Makgale (Witbank), Fr Amos
Oupa Kgage after a
Masemola (Pretoria) and Fr Karabo Baloyi (Pretoria).
game of table tennis.

Enjoying a massage are Frs Hubert Obaedo (left)
and Elijah Otu.

Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden 11-1-70
Fr Ronald Cairns
14-1-72
Fr Theophilus Malotsa 23-1-77
Fr Robert Gore
01-1-78
Fr Joy Sebastian
01-1-86
Fr Mokesh Morar
07-1-89
Rev Kevin Fenn
24-1-93
Fr Ivaldo Bettin
15-1-00
Rev Antony Bishop
15-1-05
Rev Simon Mokoena 15-1-05
Rev David Potterton
15-1-05
Rev Philip Teulon
15-1-05
Rev Herman Wiechers 15-01-05
Fr Mandla Skhosana
22-1-05
Fr Cinema Inueiua
27-1-07
Fr II Sup Shin
12-1-10
Fr Jean-Marie Kizituka 23-1-10

Birthdays in December
Fr Sefiri Motsepe playing golf
Reacquainted with old friends:
Fr Michael Seheri (far right) with
Fr Victor Ngwenya and Fr Mamphokoro Mothopo.
Pics: Fr Mathibela Sebothoma

I

n an average week a priest
celebrates daily Mass, hears
confessions, provides pre-nuptial
and marriage counselling, teaches
catechism, baptises, witnesses
marriages, gives spiritual direction,
visits and anoints the sick, performs
funerals, attends numerous parish
and diocesan meetings, prays
privately every day, reads spiritual
and theological literature.
Radio Veritas Warriors showed
their appreciation to our clergy for
their ministry by staging the
inaugural Shepherds on the Green
Priests Appreciation Day on 28
November at the Benoni Country
Club. The price of R1 000 per head
covered breakfast, lunch, dinner,
snacks and drinks.
There was a plethora of activities
to choose from including board
games as well as muscle-exercising
ones such as soccer, bowling, golf,
forest walking, squash and tennis.
The Catholic Nurses’ Guild was on
hand to administer first aid and
check-ups. Other professional
services included haircuts and
head-and- shoulder massages.
The live Mass was broadcasted
and was celebrated by Bishop
Emeritus, Patrick Mvemve with
Frs Benedict Mahlangu, Bafana
Hlatshwayo, Augustine Makhokolo
and Fr Richard Rathari from the
Archdiocese of Pretoria
concelebrating.
“Priests are also human, so need
time out and events like this to

Archdiocese of
Pretoria

unwind, socialise and encourage
one another. We truly appreciate
this wonderful gesture. May God
bless you brothers, Radio Veritas,
the organisers and benefactors,” said
Fr Benedict in his homily.
Radio Veritas has been on a brand
activation drive in recent months.
Associate station manager and
member of the Radio Veritas
Warriors, Fr Brian Mhlanga said: “We
are thinking of innovative ways of
bringing Radio Veritas to the people
and people to Radio Veritas. Priests
are our ambassadors. This is one
way of thanking them and showing
people that Veritas belongs to
everybody.”
Speaking to Pretoria’s Archbishop William Slattery, he said, “It is
good that the event is taking place
during Advent. After this, priests will
deliver good homilies as they would
have experienced heaven.”
The day rounded off with priests’
awards ceremony. Amongst the
most coveted was Best Preacher of
the Year Award which saw the votes
going to Fr Smilo Mngadi. Other
winners included Frs Augustine
Makhokolo and Emil Blaser, both of
whom scooped the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Mahadi Buthelezi from the
station’s marketing department
said, “This was a magnificent initiative that saw priests get together,
some not having seen one another
for years”.
Lerato Mohone

2nd Fr Donald McLouglin
Fr Ernest Kabungo
4th Fr Bernard Sompane and
Fr Xavier Barongo
7th Rev Errol Scott
10th Fr Antonio Borras Cabaces
11th Fr Sergio Lorenzini
12th Fr Joseph Matsau
14th Fr Matthew Charlesworth
20th Fr Peter Rebello
23rd Fr Sergio Durigon
31st Fr Anthony Egan

... and in early February
1st Malesela Dikgale
5th Rev Michael Harrington
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will be celebrating

POLICE DAY

Saturday, 4 February 2017
10:00 - 12:00
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Pretoria

We celebrate with our
Priests & Deacons

... and in early April
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Chancery Thanksgiving Mass
and Christmas party

11th IMBISA Plenary

Bishop Duncan Tsoke celebrating Mass
for the staff on 2 December where he
thanked everybody on behalf of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale for their efforts
and willingness to walk the extra mile.

Bishops of the Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference with Secretary General, Sr Hermenegild Makoro in Lesotho.

T

he Southern African
Catholic Bishops
Conference’s (SACBC)
bishops gathered in Maseru,
Lesotho for their Inter-regional
Meeting of Bishops in Southern
Africa Plenary (IMBISA) from
22 to 26 November. The main
points discussed were the Laudato
Si encyclical, “Care for Nature” as
1 October to 4 November was
declared a period for the care of
creation. A declaration was made
to empower clergy and laity to
effectively engage in sociopolitical and environmental issues

using Laudato Si as a point of
reference. The bishops identified
issues within the Imbisa regions
that affects South Africa. They
also analysed the capacity and
limitations of the church,
exploring ways and means of
implementing the Pope’s
recommendations, as well as ways
of asking people to adopt a caring
and responsible attitude to the gift
of creation. Practical proposals
and resolutions on the matter will
be made available soon by the
SACBC communication office.

On the same day, Luise August (in the red dress) from the finance
office celebrated her birthday. The group made it special by singing
for her.

Dickson Mofokeng and Veronica
Mofokeng share a joke.

Lebo WA Majahe, Photo by Fr Paul Tatu

St Joseph’s Guild

I

n one accord … In closing off
the Jubilee of the Year of
Mercy, St Joseph’s Guild participated in a retreat called ‘Merciful
Father’. The chaplain of ZimCatholicSA, Fr Jerome Nyathi
and Fr Benedict Crelly Ncube
attended.
In the photo are: Alex Tagwira and Tapiwa Kepekepe who
became full members on the day.
They are pictured with their
sponsors, Stewart Tawona and
Emmanuel Guri.

Fr Victor leads the
Youth Deanery
Forum executive
committee
as they take
their vows.

Soweto Deanery’s Jesus
and Me celebration

J

esus, I made it! Ngoba
NgingoWakho (For I am Yours).
This was the theme of the
Soweto Deanery’s annual Jesus and
Me celebration this year. It took
place on 2 December at Christ the
King, Orlando East.
Master of ceremonies, Kgothatso
Ngonela gave a testimony, saying
life would not always be smoothsailing, however, with faith and
hope, one can make it.
“Aligning yourself with people
who will build you and encourage
you to go to church will take you
far,” he said.
The forum’s chaplain, Fr Patrick
Dladla, Frs Mandla S’khosana,

Pics: Farayi Matondo

Innocent Daniel, and parish priest,
Fr Johnson Johnson heard
confessions.
There was loud applause when,
during a play depicting Jesus who
rescues a young person gripped by
alcohol and drugs and is almost at
the point of losing her life, saves
her.
Vicar for Youth, Fr Victor
Ngwenya and Fr Dladla said Mass.
Fr Victor, in his homily, said with
23 parishes, Soweto Deanery is
vast. “This means this deanery
should have a vocation boom,”
he said encouraging people to
consider religious life.
Whether you are waiting for
examination results or a call on that

job prospect, learn to say: “May
Your will be done.
The new Youth Deanery Forum
executive committee was
inaugurated.
Companions of St Angela’s
Mother Superior, Sr Nkhensani
Shibambo and fellow companions
Srs Olivia Madzwamuse and
Sr Kgomotso Majaofi facilitated the
#WhyMaraWhy?
Sr Nkhensani thanked the youth
for their ideas. “The committee will
use them to plan activities for the
2017 calendar,” she said.
Fr Dladla led the adoration and
benediction. The celebration ended
with Praise and Worship.

Sr Kadia Prigol and
Fr Ivaldo Bettin jamming to Brazilian
tunes.
Sr Juliana Abioye
leading the dance.
Photos: Lebo WA Majahe

Charismatic
Soweto Revival

I

t was with great anticipation
that the Charismatic Renewal
of Johannesburg held a Soweto
Revival Day at Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, Dube on Saturday,
26 November.
Proceedings included praise
and worship, an inspiring talk by
Fr Joseph Wilson MSC, confessions and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Mass was celebrated
by parish priest, Fr Jean-Marie
Kuzituka Did’Ho and Fr Joseph
Wilson. There was a healing ministry during which Fr Joseph
blessed every person in
need of prayer with the
Blessed Sacrament, as
well as a prayer team
praying for each person
individually. Many people
queued to come up for prayer.

Fr Jean-Marie and Fr Joseph
Inset: Marieke Vrugtman

Marieke Vrugtman

Lerato Mohone
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