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First retreat at our
very own shrine

Magaliesburg, the place of the new Shrine of our Mother of Mercy
for our Archdiocese recently hosted its first retreat. The Redemptorist
fathers Charles UIoko (far left) and Bafana Hlatshwayo (far right)
have taken residence at the parish of St James, Magaliesburg, to
build the shrine. The first directed retreat by Fr Bafana was attended by
Fr Terry Duurland (middle) from Holy Cross, Lady Serlborne and by the
Holy Family sisters Joy Money (second right) and Kathleen Mitchell (second
Fr Bafana Hlatshwayo CSsR.
from left) from Coronationville.

Sod turning ceremony
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and
Fr Charles Uloko explaining
the structure of the shrine.

T

he sod turning ceremony at
the new Mother of Mercy
Shrine in the Magaliesburg, to
be held on 25 February, will mark
the official start of the development. Everyone is invited to join
this special occasion.
The ceremony will begin with
Mass, with Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale as the chief celebrant with
other clergy concelebrating. Many
dignitaries and special guests will
attend.

a reasonable cost, the proceeds of
which will go towards the shrine
project. There is ample parking
available at the shrine site, with
extra parking at the Parnassus
Farm, as well as at Boys and Girls
Town if needed.
It is advisable for people to
come in groups and use common
transport so that parking will not
be a nightmare. All buses are
requested to park at Parnassus
Farm as their parking area is bigger.

Members of
the sodalities
executive who
gathered at
Magaliesburg
in December
to inspect the
shrine site.

The liturgy for the day will be
led by St Cecilia sodality members.
As this will be an Archdiocesan
event, members of sodalities and
groups are requested to wear their
sodality uniforms. Memorabilia for
the event will be sold on the day.
Food outlets will be open on the
day selling food and beverages at
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People attending are requested
to bring their camp chairs and
umbrellas as limited seating will
be organised. The Archbishop
would appreciate generous donations on the day. Visit the website
on www.motherofmercy.co.za for
a link to offer financial assistance.
Lebo WA Majahe
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Human Trafficking

Daswa memorial

Matric results

Telephone (011) 402 6400 • www.catholicjhb.org.za

W

e congratulate all our
schools, the learners and
their teachers who have
shown that our schools are still
centres of excellence and achievement. We also congratulate our
learners in all grades who applied
themselves diligently throughout
the past year thus building a firm
foundation for their final year at
school.
Once again, we had over
2 000 candidates from our 31 high
schools in Gauteng write either the
Gauteng Department of Education
(GDE) or the Independent Examinations Board (IEB) or the
National Senior Certificate (NSC)
examinations. The pass rate for our
Catholic schools in Gauteng was
98% while the provincial pass rate
was 87% percent. A high percentage of our students achieved a
Bachelor’s Pass which allows
them to study at a university.
Many Catholic school learners
were among the top achievers in
the 2016 exams in both the IEB
and the GDE results.
We would like to acknowledge
the efforts of those who triumphed
personally to achieve their full
potential despite limited resources
and personal challenges. The
results are a testimony of the
commitment and dedication of the
students, parents, teachers and
principals of the schools. St Martin
de Porres in Orlando West, is an
example of a school which has
steadily improved its results and
this year for the first time in many
years achieved a 100% pass.
While the debate continues in
our country regarding the standard
of our education, it is extremely
rewarding to note that the Catholic
schools, where the excellence of
each individual child is promoted,
have continued to produce outstanding results in all subjects.
Many pupils achieved outstanding
results attaining six, seven or more
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Catholic Schools in Gauteng
continue to live out the
Catholic value of excellence

Rosa Calaca

distinctions. Of note, a higher
percentage of candidates achieved
improved symbols to previous
years in specific subjects.
While sadly many students drop
out along the way, our Catholic
schools make every effort to
ensure that children enrolled in
our schools are able to continue
into grade 12 and complete their
education. Principals, counsellors
and teachers are thanked especially for all they do to assist our
young people who were particularly faced with challenges which
could have hampered them
achieving as they did.
We commend all the learners on

their diligence, which together
with excellent, dedicated teaching
and support from parents resulted
in such wonderful results.
Catholic schools are committed to
an ethos of hard work and
discipline, which result in
academic achievements that are
above the national average and
much of the success is attributed
to the Catholic ethos and gospel
values of our schools.
May 2017 bring success and
prosperity to all in the Catholic
education network.
Rosa Calaca, Director
Gauteng Catholic Schools Office

Anxious start to school
Bongiwe Mphuthi
comforts her
daughter, Boikano
who started her
Grade 1 at
St Matthew’s
Primary School,
Moroka on
11 January.
Pic: Lerato Mohone
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Pope’s Intentions: February
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Evaton West
Eighteen children
from St Anthony of
Padua, Evaton West
received the Sacrament of First Holy
Communion on
18 December. They
are pictured with the
priest-in-charge, Fr
Sergio Lorenzini.

PATRONAL FEASTS IN FEBRUARY
7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia
(1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932), Servite Friars
22nd St Peter, Kagiso I (1926)

CONFIRMATIONS
Young people will receive the sacrament of confirmation in
February at the following parishes. Pray for them.

Sun 5
Sun 19
Sun 26

09:00
09:00
10:30

Divine Mercy
St Peter Claver
St Andrew

Walkerville
Pimville
Noordgesig

Celebrating the
Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony

First Holy
Communions

Freedom Park
A group of children
made their First Holy
Communion at Blessed
Joseph Gerard, Freedom
Park in November. They
are pictured with
catechist, Miriam Seboka and assistant parish
priest, Fr Patrick Dladla.

Spruitview
On 19 November, Holy Family, Spruitview, rejoiced with
four members who received their First Holy Communion.
Fr Teboho Matseke, parish priest is seen here with, from
left, Njabulo Mkhwanazi, Mabutho Nkosi, Tlotliso Moloi,
Njabulo Nkosi. Their catechism teacher was Netty Kodisang. Together with their families, they all enjoyed lunch
prepared by the priest after Mass.

Mbali Manciya

Chancery

Could you not spend
an hour with me?

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

Tuesdays 7 February - 4 April 19:30

Life in the Spirit
Seminar

at St Charles,
Victory Park.
Jenny 083-467-6318
Family of God Community

011 402-6400
ents
For all departm

rg.za
www.catholicjhb.o
Are you called to be
a diocesan priest?
Join the
discernment group
Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Malesela Dikgale 073-6707084

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Pray outside the abortion facilities
Randburg
Gandhi Square
18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00
Contact
Sr Justine - srmjustine@yahoo.fr
082-701-8360
Sr Adele - kapangisha@gmail.com
078-628-0571

Community Notice Board
Community Masses
Deaf Community

2nd Sunday of each month

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

076-211-5232

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic at 12:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Zambian Community at 11:30

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition
1st Saturday of the month 07:00
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD
BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

From Saturday 4 February 10:00
Are you grieving the loss of a loved
one? Group therapy for help and healing.
St John’s, Northriding
Contact Arianna: 071-138-8401

Mass at OR Tambo
Sundays at 15:00 in Chapel
Fr Arvin Tauro
+27 (061) 692-4270

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Edenvale – 011 609 7246

First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00
10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.
From Thursday 9 February 07:00
DIVORCE CARE

Group therapy for help and healing
for the hurt from separation or divorce.
St John’s Catholic Church, Northriding.
Contact Arianna: 071 138 8401

Abortion warning
The pill can abort. See www.epm.
org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf. Catholic users must be
told to save their souls and their
unborn infants. 082-609-6919

on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil
from 20:00 on last Saturday of each
month to Sunday at 05:00
Cathedral of Christ the King

Adoption,

Hosted by Catholic Men’s Forum of
Blessed Joseph Gerard.
Daswa souvenirs will be on sale.
All welcome.
Saturdays till March 09:00-11:00
GRIEFSHARE
St Margaret, Diepkloof
Grieving the loss of a loved one?
Group therapy to find help and healing.
Contact Batseba Seboka: 073-65-65-679
or batsebasbk@gmail.com

Saturday 11 February
Workshop on
CARING FOR PARISH FAMILIES;
"Families walk the talk"
For details call Toni 082-552-1275
Saturday 11 February 09:00-15:30

Retreat for Catechists

Facilitator: Fr. Boniface de Souza,
Vicar for Catechetics
St Patrick, La Rochelle
Sunday 12 February 15:00

NORTH parish coordinators
meeting at Rosebank
Catechetics Dept

13-week Support Group Programme
for those mourning the death
of a loved one.

Starts 09:30 Saturday 18 February
St Charles, Victory Park.
Registration fee includes workbook.
Contact Coralie Deas 083-524-7016

Saturday 18 February 10:00

the loving option.

RCIA teachers workshop

CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533
.za
or adoptions@mweb.co
.za
org
ns.
www.adoptio
ly.

Terms and conditions app
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Saturday 5 February 08:00

Mass at Blessed Joseph
Gerard, Orange Farm
celebrating the life and death
of Blessed Benedict Daswa

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Cathedral Hall

Join the Archdiocesan
News group and get
up-to-date notices.

Fr Malesela Dikgale administering the sacrament of Holy
Matrimony at the wedding of
Karabo Tlobora and Thulisile
Mashaba at St Theresa, Zondi
on 17 December.
Saturday 18 February 12:00-16:00
And 3rd Saturday of every month

Bat Kol Bible Study group
“Introduction to the
Book of Deuteronomy”

Holy Family College,
40 Oxford Rd, Parktown.
Bring own lunch, notes provided.
Contact Sr Marie André SND
072-250-4944
24-26 February 2016

for the praise and glory of
God and all creation.
Refreshments on sale on Saturday
Bryanston Catholic Church
Friday 24 February 18:30
Interdenominational Service
Church of the Resurrection,
Bryanston
Contact Pam pamf@wfhe.co.za
or 072-421-6450

Saturday 25 February
12:30-16:30
Charismatic workshop on
“Intercession through Prayer”
by Father Joseph Wilson.
Contact Charity
078-736-4832 or 074-968-2831

Saturday 25 February 10:00

Mass celebrated
by Archbishop Buti
and sod-turning at
Mother of Mercy Shrine
Magaliesburg
Dept of Evangelisation
Marfam year calendars
now available.

Theme for month

“Love is merciful and tender”
www.marfam.org.za

Free Notices

Send event notices by 10th to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews
5 March
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What’s Your Orientation?
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

L

ast month I mentioned that
the Guinean Cardinal,
Robert Sarah, had
encouraged priests to preside at
Mass ad orientem which would
mean turning their backs towards
the people. This idea seems to have
sparked interest on the Facebook
pages of some local Catholics. In
order to help readers negotiate the
muddiness of social media, allow
me to open up this topic a little.
What is meant by the Latin phrase
‘ad orientem’?
“Ad orientem” means “to the east”.
In medieval Europe, churches were
built facing eastwards, or towards
the Orient. In these long, straight
churches, people would enter
through the west door and look
towards the altar at the east end.
This “orientation” meant that
people felt they were facing
Jerusalem, and the rising sun shone
through the sanctuary windows and
bathed the church in light.
In the early centuries people
gathered around the altar for the
liturgy, but as the Church grew
larger and became more clerical,
the non-ordained people were made
to keep their distance from the
centre of the liturgical action. In the
eastern Churches the altar remained
free-standing, but was put behind a
screen. In the western Church the
altar was built against the far wall,
making it impossible to walk
around. Sometimes the altar
became little more than a narrow
shelf built into an elaborate
confection of sculpture and paint.
When the priest stood at the altar,
all the people were behind him,
looking at his back. This was then
described as the celebration of
Mass “ad orientem”: priest and
people looking eastwards.
How long did things continue in
this way?
At the time of the Reformation 500
years ago, various Protestant
groups renovated their buildings.
Some placed all the emphasis on
the pulpit while others kept a
communion table, often moving it
away from the wall, or sometimes
turning it sideways so that the
minister did not have his back to
the people, but was still unable to
look them in the face. We Catholics
continued in our medieval ways
until the late 1960s and even then
some were upset at the liturgical
changes, saying that we had sold
out to the Protestants! The renegade
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre and
his followers refused to implement
the new Order of Mass and rejected
all the documents of the Second
Vatican Council, ultimately going
into schism.
How much scope is allowed today
when the Eucharist is celebrated
here in South Africa?
In our local dioceses, Holy Mass is
usually celebrated in “the Ordinary
Form”, using the Third Typical
Edition of the Roman Missal
published in Latin in 2002. (The
English translation is dated 2011.)
This may be celebrated in Latin or
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in any vernacular language using
the latest approved translations.
Wherever the Ordinary Form is
used in South Africa, Botswana and
Swaziland, the various adaptations
and choices provided in the 2008
Pastoral Introduction to the Order
of Mass may be implemented.
Since Pope Benedict’s 2007
motu proprio letter Summorum
Pontificum, priests have been
permitted to celebrate Mass using
the Missal of 1962. This preVatican II liturgy, is now termed
“the Extraordinary Form”. It is
never to be forced on congregations but may be used for small
groups who wish to pray according
to this rite. It is always in Latin and
the priest does everything at the
altar, facing away from the people
most of the time. Lay people do not
proclaim the readings, there are no
Prayers of the Faithful, and no
procession of gifts. There is still
some quarrelling about whether or
not girls may serve at the altar.
The direction the priest faces has
nothing to do with language. When
the Ordinary Form is celebrated in
Latin, it should look exactly like a
vernacular Mass: lay ministers
proclaim the readings and the priest
faces the people who make their
responses in Latin. If, however, a
vernacular Mass is celebrated at an
altar that is fixed to wall (e.g. a
Schoenstatt Shrine) the priest
would have to turn away from the
people during the Eucharistic
Prayer and Communion Rite.
Why all the fuss in recent months?
Not content with being allowed the
Extraordinary Form, some conservative elements have been trying
very hard to get the Ordinary Form
to look as traditional as possible to
bolster their conservative theology.
Getting the priest to face east so
that he stands between the people
and the altar makes it look as
though the priest is mediating
between the people and God. This
detracts from our theology which
tells us that, at Mass, the whole of
the baptised priestly people offers a
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
to God. The ordained priest
presides over the prayer of the
people – he does not pray in their
place as though they are somehow
less worthy or able. Liturgical
prayer should never relegate people
to being spectators or passengers.
Including a variety of ministries in
our liturgy, and ensuring that the
language, music and ritual encourage our understanding and participation, takes us back to what the
liturgy was like in the early
centuries and should be again in
our own time.

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

B

lessed Isidore Bakanja’s, Protea
Glen Justice and Peace’s group
and St Vincent de Paul ministry
collaborated to raise awareness
about gender-based violence at the
parish during the 2016 Sixteen Days
of Activism of No Violence against
Women and Children. Monica Mogomotsi from the Department of
Community Safety spoke about
what abuse and gender-based
violence is, and on how to report it.
Monica talked about how this
affects victims and people around
them. As a former victim of abuse,
she gave a testimony of her experience and how she finally received
help and became part of support
group of women who suffered
abuse. She gave the parish a book
written about hers, and that of six
other women, abuse.
On 11 December, Sello Giyane,

Abuse against women and
children should be reported

also from the Department of
Community Safety, made a second
parish presentation on how to
report abuse and what resources are
available to help, such as the names
of victim empowerment centres at
most police stations and the use of

Human trafficking goes
on under our noses

A

fter drugs and arms, human
trafficking is regarded as the
third most lucrative underground ‘business’ in the world.
South Africa has been identified
as the main destination for human
trafficking within the SADC region.
Although recorded evidence is hard
to come by, cases suggest it is on
the increase.
In anticipation of the feast of
St Josephine Margaret Bakhita,
patron saint of slaves on 8 February,
ADNews spoke to sisters at a Catholic shelter that accommodates
abused women and has had
residents who were trafficked.
Fourteen-year-old Rwandese,
Cindy* was smuggled into the
country after her mother sold her to
a neighbour. The buyer told officials
at the border that Cindy was her
daughter and she had to assume a
new name. The neighbour held her

captive in a flat in Johannesburg.
She was expected to clean and look
after the woman’s children.
After escaping, she was brought
to the shelter by the police. The
shelter helped with her repatriation
back to Rwanda. The neighbour got
away scot-free as she denied
everything.
Orphan Elizabeth* from Mozambique was kidnapped at 13-14 years
when her grandmother sent her to
the shops.
Given a new identity, she lived in
Soweto with her captor who
demanded that she clean, cook, look
after and sleep with him. The man
would also bring his friends to abuse
her. One day when she took the
baby she had had with this man to
the clinic, she decided to report him
to the police station. A case was
opened and it dragged for three
years.

social workers to assist with abuse
issues. He emphasised the importance of standing up against abuse
and encouraged the reporting of
cases in our respective communities.
Brian, Mooi - J&P Fieldworker-Organiser
Soweto; West and Central deaneries

She had contracted HIV and
tuberculosis from the man. He was
eventually prosecuted and found
guilty but has since passed away.
Elizabeth was returned to her home
country.
“People should be wary of job
promises in other countries. They
should not allow anybody to change
their identities and should feel free
to talk to officials and the police.
Report suspicious activities.” These
are some suggestions the sisters
offered to counter human
trafficking.
Many victims are so brainwashed
they find it hard to believe that there
are good people who can help
them, they said.
Although mostly women, girls and
boys are trafficked, men are also
victims. People are trafficked for
domestic slavery, sexual slavery,
prostitution, pornography and
organ/muti-murders.
The shelter’s personnel have
received threats for housing “parcels”
as victims are sometimes referred to.
*Not their real names.

Lerato Mohone

BP Meter Aneroid X 4 (R450)
Electric potato peeler
Industrial can opener
Blue light for flies in the kitchen
Water dispensers
Carving knife and knife sharpener
Groceries: all kinds of food, toiletries and
cleaning material.
Frederic Place is an independent, governments they advance in years, some
subsidised non-profit organisation which was
elderly persons unfortunately do
founded by the Society of St Vincent Paul (SVDP)
not get to enjoy their lives. They suffer abuse at the hands which is still the key stakeholder. Most of the board
of their children and grandchildren. This results in them
members hold various positions in the SVDP.
feeling totally alone, unloved, not needed and cared for.
The home has a chapel where daily Eucharistic
However, Frederic Place Home for the Aged in
services are celebrated by neighbouring priests.
Coronationville provides a haven for these desperate
To donate, please call Thuli on 011 673 3204 or
older persons. Here they are able to live the rest of their
email fpmanager@telkomsa.net
Lerato Mohone
lives cared for by staff who treat them with the love,
respect and dignity they deserve.
Founded in 1978, the home has a complement of
85 residents, 65 of which are in mid-care and 20 in frail
care. It offers medical and nursing services as well as
care-giving facilities and nutritious meals to its residents.
The cost per resident amounts to R6 700 per month.
Even with the portion from residents’ social grants going
to accommodation, meals and medical care, there is a
chronic shortfall of R3 000 per resident, per month.
General manager of the home, Thuli Sibiya said:
“Securing funding in this tough economic climate has
been difficult, however, through the grace of God, we
were able to pull through the year thanks to donations
from ‘Friends of Frederic Place’, whom we are largely
dependent upon.
“We are appealing for support,” continued Thuli.
“People can support the home by either donating money,
adopting a “grandma” or “grandpa” by contributing with
time or financially, sponsoring the purchase of one of the
needs below:
• Four desktop PCs & three laptops
• Wheelchair scale for weighing residents (R12 000)
• Medicine trolley (R19 000)
Resident Eunice Davids on the
celebration of her 70th birthday.

Frederic
Place in need
of support

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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The Buthelezis
are moving on ...

W

e take this opportunity
to give thanks to God
for the opportunity to
serve Him through the Archdiocese of Johannesburg’s family
life desk. It was indeed a great
honour and privilege to serve. We
give also a special thanks to our
mentors Vincent and Gemma
Kunene who trained us and gave
us all the guidance we needed to
survive our marriage and to keep
on blessing others by being an
example through good times and
trying times.
With mixed feelings of sadness
and joy we thank Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale, our brother and friend;
the late and former Vicar of the
Family Life Department Fr Patrick
Mohohlo Maselwane, the ADNews
team and all the faithful for their
unending love and support shown
to us during our tenure as the
family life co-ordinators. We feel
honoured and privileged to have
participated in the collection of
data within the Archdiocese for
Amoris Laetitia. We co-ordinated
the first-ever Mass for Marriages
where hundreds of couples were
granted an opportunity to renew
their vows and organised family
days and workshops on family life.
We will be focusing more on our
parish, on the South African
Catholic Bishops Conference’s
calling of the Family Life Ministry
and also internationally. The good
news is that we will continue to
host what we do and know best;
pre-marriage classes and relation-

ship and marriage seminars on a
national basis.
To date we’ve had well over
500 multi-cultured couples over a
period of five years singing their
praises to us for a job well done.
We continue to get stronger as we
introduce more interesting ways
of salvaging hurting marriages,
enhancing ‘good’ marriages and
sustaining marriages overall. We
will also be launching a relationship programme with the emphasis on youth.
We have hit the ground running
in 2017 with our first wedding
indaba event taking place in
February. We will continue
contributing on relationship and
marriage articles to the ADNews.

RIP Gweneth

Gweneth Byrne, a well-loved
member of the Catholic Women’s
League (CWL) in the Archdiocese
for over 60 years and past branch
president of the Malvern CWL
branch, passed away peacefully
on the 22 December. From left:
Edenvale CWL member, Ingrid
Stohbach standing with Schoenstatt’s Sr Mary Clare. Gweneth
is seated.

WAYS INTO PRAYER

Something that will hopefully
help me to think more deeply
about what how my soul is doing!
Years ago I remember reading the
lovely quote of Karl Rahner, ‘We
are spiritual beings having a
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
physical experience’. That deep
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.
truth, that my ‘life’ is transient,
and that my spirit is what will
reate in me a pure heart, O
Lent for me provides a
endure, was a great gift from a
God, and renew a steadfast wonderful time to declutter my
Lenten read! I return to it again
spirit within me. (Psalm
inner life. It is a moment to
and again as a source of spiritual
51:10)
reflectively step back and look a
nourishment.
This year, as I approach Lent I
little more objectively at the
Finally, Lent is the time when I
can feel within me a deep yearning various voices in my own heart.
recommit
myself to living a more
to set my life to rights. There is so To listen to what they offer me, to
reflective
life.
I try to practice the
much in my life that is
reflect and to think. Do I really
prayer
of
the
Examen
daily. I am
‘disordered’. I know myself that I
need to act on this? Or can I let it
struck
by
how
often
my
good
have a chorus of internal voices all go.
intentions
to
pray
are
scuppered
clamouring for my attention. There
However, to make the most of
by my life, (and lack of internal
is for me a sense of interior clutter. the Lenten season, I have always
There are voices about ‘oughts’. I
found that it is really helpful to put discipline). So, again this Lent, I
ought to be thinner, fitter, nicer,
in some early preparation. I would want to spend some time each
day asking myself those simple
and tidier, the list can be endless.
like to suggest three spiritual
questions of the Examen: For
There are the inner critical voices, exercises that may help to live a
what in my day am I most
what I should have done better, or more authentic life.
said, or not said. I have inner
Firstly Lent is my favourite time grateful? For what in my day am
I least grateful? And finally what
voices of complaint, noticing how to make a retreat to take some
do I ask of God to help me with
others have hurt or offended me.
quiet time to go and pray and
tomorrow?
There are the voices of desire,
reflect. Since I have small
voices of challenge, and voices of children, I have to find childThis year to help people to enter
compassion.
friendly ways of having this kind
prayerfully into Lent the Jesuit
Institute has prepared a Lent book:
It can easily happen that all of
of time. For some years now I
Deepening Friendship with God by
these internal voices leave me
have taken leave while the
feeling somewhat disorientated.
children are at school so that I can Fr Anthony Egan SJ and Rev Trevor
Hudson & Fr Russell Pollitt SJ. The
How can I discern the still quiet
have a day or two where I can
Institute will also offer an Ash
voice of God in the midst of all
pray and reflect without the
Wednesday retreat on the 1 March.
my thoughts? How do I recognise
pressure of needing to be mom!
For more information on both of
God’s gentle invitation and how
Secondly, I find it helpful to
these please contact retreat@jesuitcan I be free enough to respond?
read a spiritual book during Lent.
institute.org.za

Preparing for Lent

C

Celebrating family day

Nyasha Kumurai

From left: Thandi Boysens,
Reverend Vincent Boysens, Mary
Sekhatea and Joseph Sekhatea.

B

lessed Joseph Gerard,
Orange Farm celebrated
family day on 18 December. In his homily, Fr Job Plinga
asked God to help marriages
remain intact, no matter all challenges. He urged the congregation
to pray for family vocations since
every vocation comes from
marriage.
Youth often avoid marriage
because parents don’t lead by
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concentrate on studies rather than
having children they are not ready
for. They need examples of how to
be good wives and good husbands
from parents, he concluded.

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

example. They are always at each
other’s throats with unnecessary
arguments in the presence of
children, he said. Some people do
not want to be seen as couples
because they are in loveless
marriages.
Fr Job emphasised the
importance of sitting together, as
families, in church as a way of
inspiring would-be couples.
School-going children should
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Megan MacKay

She feeds
100 people
a day

I

t has been said that breakfast
is the most important meal of
the day. Megan MacKay,
coordinator of the Cathedral soup
kitchen ensures that homeless
people kick-start their day on a
full stomach.
Megan became a member of
the Cathedral when she moved to
Berea in 1962 to be close to her
ailing mother who had been
admitted to hospital.
In order to be involved in the
church and to make friends, she
soon joined the Legion of Mary
sodality. Although she worked
full-time, she also volunteered
together with other people, to
man the Cathedral’s reception one
night per week and a few hours
on Saturdays, which she did for
25 years. She has been a member
of the Parish Pastoral Care, has
counted the Sunday collection
money and was a member of the
Cathedral Tennis Club.
The soup kitchen was an
initiative of Fr Michael Fitzpatrick who was one of the six
priests stationed at the Cathedral
in1982. Having started by giving
out sandwiches, they soon started
offering a variety of food.
When Megan went on pension,

she took over the coordination of
the soup kitchen.
Before they can tuck in, she
will say grace. However, sometimes she asks them to bless the
food in their mother tongue.
In her years of serving the
homeless, she has had to deal
with various characters. One badtempered man accused her of
stealing Zuma’s money. Another
one tried to hit her demanding to
be served before the others. Eight
of the men who were in the queue
yanked him and threw him out.
Although most of the people
who have their breakfast at the
soup kitchen are males, Megan
says she feels safe around them.
“They are so protective of me
that people don’t touch me, and
when I cross the robot and the
taxis don’t stop, they make sure
they do.”
At least 100 people are guaranteed breakfast daily. The only
days where people are not fed is
Good Friday, Easter Monday,
Family Day and New Year’s Day.
Megan works with a team
of volunteers Elizabeth Ndebele,
Steve Zitha and Jacqui
Kasembwe.
They are assisted on weekends
by the Society of St Vincent de
Paul, the Portuguese community,
the Cathedral Care group,
Cathedral Young Adults and the
Charismatic Group who also
conduct a prayer service for the
homeless on Saturdays.
Megan helps a community of
sisters when they need to buy
their groceries and accompanies
one priest to his chemotherapy
treatments.
In her spare time, Megan likes
to read and crochet. She says that
nothing challenges her, she just
gets on with living.
To this day she continues to
live in Doornfontein.

Lerato Mohone

Christmas lunch for the homeless
People who have the means usually splurge on food as part of their
Christmas tradition. Homeless people, however, struggle to find a
decent meal to eat every day. The Cathedral Care group, as usual,
prepared a Christmas lunch for 850 homeless people on 18 December.
Fr Thabo Motshegwa, administrator of the Cathedral blessed the food
and the people.
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Daswa Memorial

he feast of Blessed
Benedict Daswa has been
approved by Rome for 1
February. Commonly a feast day
is celebrated on the anniversary
of death of a martyr or saint, but
because the 2 February on the
Catholic calendar is the feast of
the Presentation of the Lord, the
day has been set for 1 February.
This feast will be celebrated
throughout the SACBC regions
as a memorial and the liturgical
colour for the day is red, symbolising martyrdom. Throughout our
parishes, we are encouraged to
begin the Novena nine days
before the actual feast day, so
that we invoke the spirit of
Blessed Benedict to be with us
and that he may intercede for our
special requests.
This year will be the second
anniversary of Benedict Daswa’s
martyrdom and Tshitanini will be
abuzz with the Catholic faithful
coming from across the country
to celebrate the feast.
Celebrations will begin on the
eve of the feast at the Our Lady
of the Assumption parish in
Nweli from 15h00, the parish
which Bl Benedict helped build.
Upon entering the church, people

will be encouraged to participate
in silent prayer, pondering on the
atmosphere. There will be an
opportunity for people to pray at
the tomb of Bl Benedict, where
his remains have been temporarily put to rest until the shrine in
Tshitanini has been built. There
will be an evening service at the
Sacred Heart parish in Thohoyandou on the day from 6pm
until late.
This year, the theme for the
feast day will be “As friends of
Blessed Benedict Daswa, together, let us become Women and
Men of loving kindness and
mercy”. Celebrations on the feast
day will take place in Tshitanini,
where the beatification happened.
The programme will begin at
7am with veneration of the relics

of Bl Benedict Daswa, followed
by Mass. There will also be an
opportunity for the sacrament of
reconciliation, a time of grace
and healing. The Office of Divine
Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments has officially
approved proper liturgical texts
for the celebration of the
Eucharist and for the Liturgy of
the Hours. These texts are available on the Daswa website
www.benedictdaswa.org.za
Immaculate Heart Gifts and
Media has been appointed by the
Tzaneen Diocese as the sole
merchandiser of the Bl Daswa
memorabilia. Items that are now
available are mugs, plates,
picture frames, bags and fridge
magnets. A new item is the
Daswa medallion which is soon
to be launched upon the approval
of Bishop Joao Rodrigues. The
medal is still in the production
phase. Immaculate Heart Gifts
and Media will be retailing
merchandise on behalf of the
Tzaneen Diocese and the Daswa
Shrine Cause.
Should anyone wish to
purchase items, email
orders@immaculatehearts.co.za
or call 011 050-1235

Left: The Johannesburg SPRED team

T

SPRED retreat

he Special Religious Development (SPRED) communities from
all the parishes within the Archdiocese had a retreat which was
attended by 110 people. It was held
at St Vincent’s school, Melrose on
15 January. The theological theme
for the year is Election/Calling. Three
reflective presentations were given
during the morning by Sr Tshifhiwa
and Sr Teresa Marie. There were
several intervals for individual reflective meditation. After a relaxed
lunch the communities shared their
reflections in the hall. The day ended
with Mass in the chapel celebrated
by Fr Malcolm Mclaren.
For more information about
SPRED contact the Archdiocesan
office on spred@catholicjhb.org.za
or fax 011 402-6406 alternatively
visit our Facebook page Spred Jhb

Faith companions
reflecting on their
faith journey for 2017

Gloria Bowes, SPRED Johannesburg
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Matric

ACHIEVERS

2016

ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE

Assumption Convent

Shannon Whitlock
8 distinctions

Rachel Audier
6 distinctions

Andreia da Cunha
5 distinctions

Gabriela da Silva
5 distinctions

Skye Sheerin
5 distinctions

Juliet Markantonatos
5 distinctions

Paige Soal
4 distinctions

Brittany Teasdale
4 distinctions

Onalenna Ntando
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B
Holy Rosary

Karin Lee
10 distinctions

rescia House School applauds the Grade 12s
of 2016. The school attained 100% pass rate as
well as 100% University Entrance. The Ursuline
Sisters, Board of Governors, Parent Teachers’ Association and Headmistresses acknowledge all our
pupil’s achievements – those who excelled in the
Independent Examinations Board benchmarks
and those who achieved personal triumphs.

Ashleigh McCurrach
8 distinctions

Alexia Pascolo
8 distinctions

Carey Berning
7 distinctions

Monique de Bastos
7 distinctions

Toni Latré
7 distinctions

Michelle Antonio
6 distinctions

Megan Ayles
6 distinctions

Regan Saunders
6 distinctions

Micaela Dunn
6 distinctions

Ropafadzai Jawa
6 distinctions

Nolene Chetty
5 distinctions

Ashly Fowler
5 distinctions

Adrienne Buffey
5 distinctions

Jane Taylor
5 distinctions

Michela Rosato
5 distinctions

Siobhan McLoskey
5 distinctions

Ashleigh James
4 distinctions

Nikola Matic
5 distinctions

Micaela Colaco
5 distinctions

Maxine Watt
5 distinctions

The matrics achieved a 100% pass rate under difficult circumstances, and also improved the degree pass
rate from 85% to 87%. Everyone achieved a Diploma pass. The group proved to be academically strong,
and morally and spiritually solid too, which speaks volumes of the ethos of Veritas College.

McAuley House School
In addition to these top achievers, Lakisha Davies
and Zanele Fengu both earned 4 distinctions
respectively.
A 100 % pass rate was achieved again by McAuley
House and 60 out of 63 students achieved Bachelor
passes whilst 2 achieved Diploma passes.
The students of 2016 achieved a very pleasing set
of results. They are lovely ladies who truly applied
themselves under their teacher’s diligent guidance
and support. They fully aspired to our personal
Keamogetswe Mpofu Nonjabulo Mthembu motto, “Aim for Excellence, do not accept
6 distinctions
6 distinctions
Mediocrity”.
Ross Davis, Principal
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Matric

St David’s Marist

Shane Weisz
9 distinctions

Andrea Giuricich
9 distinctions

Massimo Rizzo
9 distinctions

ACHIEVERS

2016

Joshua Clegg
8 distinctions

Justin Hall
8 distinctions

Ontlametse was born with a rare genetic condition
known as Progeria for which there is no cure. She often
became physically and mentally exhausted
during examinations. Despite the challenges faced by
Ontlametse, she remained ever optimistic and
motivated to give of her best in all academic, social
and cultural domains during her Matric year. She
viewed herself as a normal teenager who wanted to
successfully complete her Matric.
Ontlametse passed all her subjects and completed
her Matric with a Bachelors Degree pass.

Ontlametse
Phalatse

Boipelo Montoedi
82% average
(DUX scholar
2016, Head Girl)

Joseph Lebos
8 distinctions

Nicholas Reuss
8 distinctions

William Shoki
8 distinctions

Massimiliano Afeltra
7 distinctions

Riyaadh Desai
7 distinctions

Danzel Tshuma
81% average
(Head Boy –
Boarding
House)

For the third consecutive year Dominican matriculants achieved a 100%
pass rate: 91% Bachelor’s Degree pass and 9% Diploma pass. Dominican
Convent School wishes to congratulations the Matric Class of 2016, the
parents, caregivers and educators who worked together to unlock our
learners’ potential. Education remains the most important avenue for
transformation in our country. Our success in the classroom has given the
Class of 2016 a foundation upon which to build a bright future.

St Matthews

Warmest congratulations to the 135 St Matthews 2016 Matrics:
99.25% pass / 78% Bachelors
Matthew Lumsden
7 distinctions

Matthew Chidrawi
6 distinctions

Nicholas Daras
6 distinctions

Thabo Fokane
6 distinctions

Dhanya’l Mayet
6 distinctions

Lungile
Macuacua
6 distinctions

Dominic Beattie
5 distinctions

Laurence Bennett
5 distinctions

Mauro Borrageiro
5 distinctions

Daniel Bregman-Frangos
5 distinctions

Michael Cardoso
5 distinctions

Nicholas Cohen
5 distinctions

Kieran Gilchrist
5 distinctions

Matthew Kruger
5 distinctions

Gerard Merchak
5 distinctions

Andrew Reed
5 distinctions

Fisokuhle
Sithole
5 distinctions

ST MARTIN DE PORRES HIGH SCHOOL
GOD IS GOOD
We achieved 100% pass rate
in spite of many challenges. We are
extremely proud of our students and
thank God for His blessing of our school.
Each year more of our learners achieve
university entrance passes – we hope to
go from strength to strength.
Congratulations to all the learners
who achieved distinctions as well as
those who achieved personal triumphs.

Thubelihle Gwamanda
6 distinctions

St Catherine’s Convent Florida
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Micaela
Botes
8 distinctions

Danica
Dos Santos
7 distinctions

Claire
Westman
6 distinctions

Claudia
de Gouveia
6 distinctions
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The old(er) and
the new

Back-to-school
Mass

T

The new grade 8s.
Assumption Convent
School welcomed all
their new girls and
parents, especially their
new grade 1s and grade
8s girls who are starting
new chapters in their
lives.
The excited, and a
little nervous, new girls
settled in quickly and no
tears were shed.

he official school year started on 11 January
with St Theresa, Zondi celebrating its back-toschool Mass on 15 January with Fr Victor
Mncedisi Ngwenya who delivered a captivating and,
at times, a humorous homily titled “The beloved
servant son.”
He said we need to rebuild broken lives and bring
hope to the hopeless like the missionary call of the
servant in Isaiah. He urged parents to stop sparing the
rod and spoiling their children.
Motivational speakers Mzwanele Jimmy Manyi,
accompanied by his colleague Stan Itshegetseng
unpacked the topic on how we can break the invisible
barriers in our education system. He said the prospects
of a child succeeding depends on their parents. He
likened a child to a seed, thirsty for education and
growth, and the soil being the enabling environment.
Other speakers presented the following topics:
• Velaphi Phathela – ‘Children do better in school
when their parent gets involved in their learning’
• Buyi Zondi – ‘How and when to decide after
matriculating’.

The new
grade 1s.

MARIST
BROTHERS
LINMEYER
Keegan Hawkins
7 distinctions

Dominique
Joseph
5 distinctions

Gabriella Cerrai
5 distinctions

I

t is nearly 100 years ago that
the blessed Virgin Mary, the
mother of God, appeared six
times to three shepherd children
near the town of Fatima in Portugal between 13 May and 12 October 12 1917. In commemoration
of this centennial, we at St Benedict’s have adopted as our annual
theme for this year, the question
‘What do you want from me?’
Whenever Our Lady appeared,
one of the children, Lucia Santos,
asked her: ‘What do you want
from me?’ Lucia clearly understood that she herself was responsible for receiving Our Lady’s
requests and for taking any action
that was called for. Her question
echoes Samuel’s response to being
called ‘Speak, Lord; your servant
is listening’.
“The theme is designed to

Jimmy Manyi CM (SA), President of Progressive
Professionals Forum. Motivating learners during
back to school Mass.

• Dumisani Mthembu – ‘Can the South African
Government afford free Higher Education for
all-#feesmustfall’.
• Zoyisile Ngetu –‘Black man, you are on your
own’.
Mass was concluded with the blessing of learners
in the basic and higher education by Rev Edward
Nyembe. He also acknowledged over 10 learners
from the class of 2016 who passed their matric last
year and wished them well in their endeavors.
The Mass was organised by the Daughters of
St Anne’s Sodality.
Daphne Mabaso

St Benedict’s
2017 theme
prompt each of us to display the
same unconditional commitment
and willingness with regard to the
important vocation to which we
have been called,” says Andre
Oosthuysen, executive headmaster.
“By displaying an active attitude
of prompt willingness, let us strive
to each make St Benedict’s a great
place for staff, a happy place for
parents and the absolute best place
for boys,” was Oosthuysen’
challenge to us all.
The question is also a proposal
that this year we commit to giving
God, and the silence in which we
can hear Him speak, more time.
“We live in a society and in an
age that is so noisy and cluttered

with information. The greatest
irony of our technological
advancement is that although more
and more machines are able to do
the work for us, we are increasingly using them to consume our
time as we become busier and
busier.
“Let us use this year to display a
generous attitude of being open to

God’s will and – through the light
of our example – act as lanterns
illuminating the way for others,”
he concluded.
Chantelle Burgin

CRECHE TEACHER
Bienvenu Shelter’s
Lovely Bears Creche seeks to
employ the services of a Creche
Teacher with Early Childhood
Development (ECD) Programmme.
The candidate will be responsible
for teaching 3-4 year olds.
CV’s can be emailed to Sr Kadia at
kadi.bienvenu@gmail.com
The closing date for applications
is 28 February 2017
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Renew your
spiritual life

Ready for hard work

First Holy Communions

O

nce more ‘Life in the
Spirit’ seminars are
being held in various
parishes across Johannesburg,
among them, the Family of God
Community, Victory Park, which
have been running them for
40 years. You may wonder why
they continue being held?
People who have experienced
a ‘Life in the Spirit’ seminar
find that their spiritual life is
renewed by the encounter with
Jesus Christ through the action
of the Holy Spirit.
The ‘Life In the Spirit’
seminars were developed in the
US in the early 1970s as the
Charismatic Renewal took off
and many Catholics wanted the
joy that they saw others
receiving.
Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul
II, Pope Benedict and especially
Pope Francis, have all supported
a personal encounter with Jesus
Christ.
Team members who help to
facilitate the sharing groups find
that each seminar is different
and there is always something
new that the Lord has in store
for them.
New participants find that
their faith is renewed, that the
Bible comes alive for them and
that attending Mass becomes a
privilege, a spiritual experience.
Details: ‘Life in the Spirit’
seminars to be held on Tuesday
evenings, 7 February to 4 April,
19h30 to 21h30pm at St Charles’
parish hall, Road No. 3, Victory
Park.
Contact: Jenny 083 467 6318.

Seen here are the Holy Rosary matrics of 2017 on the first day of
school – ready for a year of hard work and many achievements.

St John, Northriding, recently celebrated a First Holy Communion service
with some 106 children.
Lucious Leballo, PPC and Communications Committee

Celebrating the
successful completion
of financial statements
The parish finance committee of
St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West
pictured after completing the 2016
annual financial statement of the
parish on 14 January. Seen here are
Malerato Moseli additional member,
Maboko Rametse chairperson,
Ntswaki Ramohloki bookkeeper.
Inset: Moeketsi Bohope, the
secretary general.

Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi

Holy Rosary High School welcomed the Grade 8s of 2017, and
wished them an exciting five year journey.

T

Marieke Vrugtman

Welcoming
the new
‘babies’

St Anthony of Padua

he matric class 2016 from St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West
pictured with parish priest, Fr Sergio Lorenzini. They are Tlale
Selai, Mpho Masilela, Lebohang Ntholi, Sebolelo Motsapi, Kutlwano
Khambule and Linda Khumalo.
Lebohang Ntholi (with Chilean cap) got four distinctions in
mathematics, physical sciences, life sciences and economics.
The cap is a gift from Fr Sergio to the ‘shy guy’ to say ‘thank you
and a job well done’. We wish them every success.

Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi

A

s is tradition, the 2017 matrics of Holy Rosary High
visited the grade Rs on the
first day of school. For the matrics,
it is their “last first day” and for the
Grade Rs, it is their “first, first
day”. Seen here, back (Matrics):
Hannah Braithwaite, Deborah
Obeng, Patricia Zongololo, and
Matilda De Freitas. Front (Grade
Rs): Rebecca Magakwe, Chloe
Cumming, Elvira Mfuamba, Kayla
Levenson, and Monica Magakwe.

Nazareth
House Charity
Shop
Nazareth House appeals for
second-hand clothes and goods to
sell in their shop in Yeoville. The
Charity Shop benefits the local
community and raises funds for
the Sisters’ work with the elderly
and HIV+ children and adults.
They will collect.
Call Naz House on 011 648-1002
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Bat Kol
Bible Study

WORD OF GOD

Why the Word?
Part Two

G

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the Bible
Foundation writes about the Word of God
in response to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.

od has something
important to say to us
in Chapter 55 of Isaiah.
Listen to God’s invitation to
you.
1 “Come, all you who are
thirsty, come to the waters; and
you who have no money, come,
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and
milk without money and without
cost. 2 Why spend money on what
is not bread, and your labour on
what does not satisfy? Listen,
listen to me, and eat what is good,
and you will delight in the richest
of fare. 3 Give ear and come to
me;
Our thirst for God will be
quenched as we drink from the
waters of the Word, Scripture. The
riches of God’s Word are offered
free of charge. The benefits are
such that money cannot buy them.
All we have to do is come and
listen.
.. 3 listen, that you may live.
In the prelude to Luke’s Good
Samaritan a scholar of the Law
asks Jesus, “What must I do to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus replies
with a question. “What is written
in the Law?” The scholar replies
by quoting from Leviticus and
Deuteronomy. 27 He answered,
“‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and
with all your mind’ ; and, ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself.’ ”
Jesus replied, 28“You have
answered correctly. Do this and
you will live.” (Lk 10: 27 - 28)
Take note. Jesus does not
respond to the question about
eternal life. He says, “Do this and
you will live.” By keeping the
greatest commandment Jesus tells
us that we will live our lives to the
fullest. We will become the best
people we can possibly be. This is
God’s wish for us here on earth.
God, through Isaiah, tells us that
by listening to the Word of God,
by drawing on the riches of
Scripture, we too can become the
people our God wants us to be.
The Parable of the Sower

1 Again Jesus began to teach by
the lake. The crowd that gathered
around him was so large that he
got into a boat and sat in it out on
the lake, while all the people were
along the shore at the water’s
edge. 2 He taught them many
things by parables, and in his

teaching said:
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to
sow his seed. 4 As he was
scattering the seed, some fell
along the path, and the birds came
and ate it up. 5 Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not
have much soil. It sprang up
quickly, because the soil was
shallow. 6 But when the sun came
up, the plants were scorched, and
they withered because they had no
root. 7 Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked
the plants, so that they did not
bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell
on good soil. It came up, grew and
produced a crop, some multiplying
thirty, some sixty, some a hundred
times.” 9 Then Jesus
said, “Whoever has ears to hear,
let them hear.”
In his explanation of the parable
Mark tells us that, “14 The farmer
sows the Word of God.” (Mk 4: 1
– 9, 14)
Once again we learn that God
wants us to make the greatest
success of our lives. We are called
to be the good soil in which the
Word of God will flourish,
transforming our lives so that we
bear fruit, thirty, sixty, a hundred
times, each according to our own
ability.
Mark then gives us this
warning:
25 Whoever has will be given
more; whoever does not have,
even what they have will be taken
from them.”
This sounds like the most unfair
text in the Bible. However, when
we apply it our visiting and using
the Word of God it is very sound
advice. The more we go to the
Word of God the deeper our love
and understanding will be. If we
seldom go the Word the benefits
will be minimal.
Pope Benedict XVI addresses us:
“The Christian journey to Christ
is ‘based on the Word of God.’
Our spiritual life is ‘based on the
Word of God.’
Prayerful and frequent reading
of the Bible will, with time,
deepen our Personal Relationship
with Christ.” (VD 72)
VD: Verbum Domini, (The
Word of The Lord), Benedict XVI

T

he Bat Kol Bible Study takes
place at Holy Family College,
Parktown on the third
Saturday of the month from 12h00
to 16h00.
In 2016, the Book of Numbers
was studied by the group.
Sr Marie Sr Marie André SND who
leads the group said Havrutah (fellowship) is an important part of the
sessions to try to understand the
meaning of a passage and discuss
how to apply it to the larger issues
addressed, and even to their own
lives.
This method of study is an
ancient Jewish way of learning and
it makes the word of God living
and effective (Hebrews 4:12).
In the last session of the year the
participants also looked at the
Gospel of Matthew’s birth and
infancy narratives in preparation
for the liturgical readings in 2017.
“They were astounded how
rooted in Jewish tradition the
author was and how frequently the
Old Testament is quoted in these
chapters. A few in the group
shared their appreciation of the
course: “Bat Kol has become my
anchor and grounding in my
teaching of religious education. It
is just so amazing that each month
a topic is discussed or studied that
I can use in class.”
Said another:
“I have a much better understanding of my faith and the Bat
Kol studies have opened my eyes
to new ways of looking at the
Bible.

Some of the attendees of the Bible study

“We have great fellowship and I
have a new understanding of the
Book of Numbers, how and why it
was written and it no longer seems
as boring as it did a few years ago
when I read that book,” he
concluded.
In 2017, the Book of Deuteronomy will be studied. It is one of
the most influential books of the
Old Testament. Apart from the
psalms it is the Old Testament’s
book most quoted in the New
Testament (almost 200 quotes or
allusions). Deuteronomy provided

The important ministry of altar servers

We celebrate with our Priests & Deacons
The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and
anniversaries of their ordination. Take special note that the Vicar for
Divine Worship and Liturgy, Fr Paul Beukes also celebrates his
birthday. Pray for all of them!

Ordinations
Fr Liam Mc Demott
Fr Ronald Houreld
Rev Martin De Klerk
Rev Edward Nyembe
Fr Joseph Matsau
Rev Wally Adams
Rev Haga Ndhlovu
Fr Pierre Chemaly
Fr Jonathan Petersen
Fr Russell Pollitt
Fr Lewis Tsuro

17-2-63
13-2-81
28-2-81
5-2-95
11-2-95
11-2-95
12-2-95
07-2-99
2-2-02
24-2-06
9-2-08

Birthdays in February
1st
5th
6th
7th

Fr Malesela Dikgale
Rev Michael Harrington
Fr Gabriel Kwedho
Fr Bruce Botha
Fr Reginald Anthony
12th Fr Luke Okwaraudu

... and in early April

the theological foundation for
what is called the Deuteronomic
History of Israel of the books of
Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings.
It is written in the form of a last
testament, the past is recalled in
order to shape the future.
Anyone interested in furthering
their knowledge of scripture are
welcome to attend.
Contact: Sr Marie André Mitchell
072 250 4944. The first session is
on 19 February.

16th Fr Alvarez de Toledo
Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th Fr Eugene Hennessy
Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi
Fr Tshepo Lekoko
Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Fr Paul Beukes
21st Fr Emil Blaser
Fr Simon Donnelly
24th Fr Thabang Nkadimeng
25th Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima
26th Fr Peter Doherty
27th Fr Gabriel Afagbegee
28th Fr Laszlo Karpati
Rev Isaac Thomas
Rev John Magata
Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi

... and in early March
3rd

Fr Joseph Nnadi
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde

O

ur Lady of Loreto, Kempton
Park’s altar servers and
parish priest, Fr Peter recently
posed for a group photo after a
Mass celebrated with family,
friends and well-wishers. Fr Peter
gave thanks for the functions the
young ones perform, notably
assisting the priest in the
celebration of the Mass.
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Fr Emmanuel Wafula blessing
children at their special Mass.

In his homily, Fr Emmanuel assured the children
that they are precious in
the eyes of Christ, and of
their parents, and urged
them to be respectful to
elders in the community, to
their parents and teachers
uring the Christmas octave, on
as the wisdom they are getting from
December 28 the Mother
them will make them responsible
Church celebrated the memory of
adults in the future.
the small, innocent children of
Children were warned against
Bethlehem aged two years and
immoral adults who are part of our
under who were brutally killed under communities who use them to disthe instruction of King Herod. The
tribute drugs and substances. They
innocent lives bear witness to Christ were advised to report this to older
who was persecuted from His birth
people they trust.
by the world which would not
The catechetics coordinator, Sheila
receive Him.
Maroganye also highlighted the
Parishioners of St Peter, Kagiso
importance of entrusting the lives of
gathered for a special children’s Mass our children to Christ and asking for
s led by parish priest, Fr Emmanuel
intercession of Our Lady and the
Wafula A.J. Children took part
holy innocents for our children’s proin the liturgy of the day where they
tection and guidance.
participated in prayer and singing.
During the offertory procession,
During the prayers of the faithful,
children brought gifts of toiletries
challenges facing children, including which were to be donated to needy
human trafficking, malnutrition and
families. Before the conclusion of
the sad realities of child-headed fam- Mass, Fr Emmanuel blessed all chililies were prayed for, with those
dren. They gathered at the parish
obstacles being described as the
hall after Mass for some treats.
“Herod’s” of our times.
Lebo WA Majahe

Thanks to the outgoing committee

Back row, from left: Thulani Sibeko, Fr Mbulelo
Sikotoyi and Radikeledi Mofurutsi.
Front: Lillian Wilson, Bridgette Goieman,
Phindille Hlalele and Paulina Molepo.

T

he Sacred Heart Sodality’s outgoing
executive committee was thanked by
Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi for its continued support
to Archdiocesan projects, particularly during
Bishop Duncan Tsoke’s ordination and for
the on-going support for the Mother of
Mercy shrine.
Bridgette Goieman and Kethametse Sihlali
will be serving the Sacred Heart at the Metro.
As they are going for their Archdiocesan
elections, they were wished all the best.

Holy Innocents
D

I

Lebo Majahe

Fun walk at the
Church of the
Resurrection
The Women Without Portfolio
(WWP) group at the Church of
the Resurrection, Dawn Park
Fun walk.
parish organised a 5 km fun
walk to raise funds for the church
and to encourage parishioners
including children and senior
citizens to keep fit and healthy.
Priest-in-charge, Fr Anthony
Spencer OFM, Fr Makhomba
Khanyile OFM and Deacon Simon
Koenane joined the walk.
Donations were received from
the Gauteng Provincial Department of Community Safety, the
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Modjadji Motupa

Far left:
A group of
participants.
Left:
Fr Makhomba
Khanyile and
Fr Anthony
Spencer.

Refugees graduate
in sewing

Caring for one another

t was all smiles when these congregants received food parcels on
|1 January at Blessed Joseph Gerard, Palm Springs. This is a yearly
act of love from three priests namely, Fr Ibercio Rojas, Fr Benno
Singer and Fr Job Plinga who distribute food parcels to poor church
communities in all eight branches of Orange Farm.
Fulfilling the social teachings of the church in caring for the poor,
it touched the congregants present for the occasion.
“The church encourages us to look after the poor, marginalised and
immigrants all over the world. This act of giving shows how blessed
we are to have these priests who lead by example,” said branch chairperson Danny Sekwati.
Nyasha Kumurai

City of Ekurhuleni Municipality’s
department of sport, recreation,
arts and culture, the Ekurhuleni
Metro Police Department which
provided an escort and Spar.
There are plans to make this an
annual event and to invite other
parishes to join in the fun. It is
planned to extend the distance to
about 7 or 8km.

E

Refugees on graduation day.

ight refugee women recently
graduated from a three-month
sewing course supported
financially by Grassroot Heroes
International, in La Rochelle and
organised by the Society of
St Vincent de Paul.
They were the first graduates of
the course. In addition to receiving
training in sewing, they were also
taught how to start their own
businesses so they could use their
new skills to help support their
families. They were encouraged to
form cooperatives, based on where
they live.
One of the graduates gave the
following speech at the ceremony:
“I am standing in front of you
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today on behalf of my classmates.
First, we thank God for the
opportunity he gave to you all by
thinking of creating this project so
that you can help the refugees who
have lost hope due to different
events.
“The bible says, ‘I was a stranger
and you welcomed me’. Really,
sometimes as refugees, we are
afraid to live with people we do not
know. But when we are reading the
word of God, we have to say that
we are one.

“To all of the members of this
parish, we thank you for agreeing
to give us your room and feeding
us during our learning time. To our
teacher, Marietjie, you are really a
mother for us. Your patience, kind
words and the love you gave to us
made us feel like we really had a
mother.
“To our mother, Sr Therese: we
thank you for your love, your good
words and advice, and your
kindness to us. We will never
disappoint you. We think about
your sacrifices, your time and that
you were never disappointed in us
when we were learning. We thank
you for your sacrifices.
“For all of you, thank you, God
bless you as you progress with new
groups and this project grows,” she
concluded.
A new group of students started
in September.
Walter Middleton, President City and
Northern Society of St Vincent de Paul
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