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The Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg has officially 
declared 2017 to be the 

Year of Devotion to Mary. In a 
pastoral letter, Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale said that both the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis and the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference have not declared a 
prayer theme for the year 2017.

“We are therefore taking 
advantage of this gap and we are 
proposing this theme. The Marian 
Year will run from the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
(1 January, 2017) to the Feast of 
The Holy Family (27 December, 
2017),” he said.

In the Catholic tradition, Mary 
has always been understood as the 
“shortest route” to Christ Jesus. 
This is so because at the incarna-
tion, she became “indissolubly 
joined to Christ” (Mother of the 
Redeemer, 1.3). But this was all in 
God’s plan who wanted His Son to 
be “born of a woman” called Mary 
(Gal.4.4), he said.

Mary, therefore, occupies a 
“special place” in God’s design for 
humanity. “She is at the very core 
of this plan. And the plan was 
simply that, through the death on 
the cross and resurrection of Jesus 

The first step in realising the dream of Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale happened on Saturday, 25 February at 
the sod-turning celebration Mass which took place 

in Magaliesburg where the Marian shrine will be built. 
Some 3 000 people attended the event with about 70 
priests concelebrating. The atmosphere was exciting and 
intense with soft rain blessing the occasion. Amongst the 
dignitaries was Nomvula Mokonyane, Minister of Water 
and Sanitation, as well as religious sisters and deacons. 
Everyone was delighted to be part of this historic and 
spiritually-uplifting event. The Archbishop urged every-
one to continue being generous with their contributions 
so that this dream can be realised. More photos and a full 
report will be in the April issue of ADNews.   Lebo WA Majahe

Christ, His Son, men and women 
be destined to become adopted 
sons and daughters of God, the 
Father. God’s plan is to redeem all 
humanity and lavishly give his 
“glorious grace” to all.”

It was this Mary, “blessed 
among women” and “full of 
grace” who was God’s unique 
choice to be the mother of His 
Son in order to accomplish His 
plan to save His children, said the 
Archbishop.

“An aspect of Mary’s life we 
seek to highlight is her experience 
of hardship, pain and suffering. It 
was her deep-rooted faith, her 
unwavering trust in God’s 
promise that gave her endurance 
and the ultimate victory over her 
plight. In many ways, a great 
number of people in our own 
communities face on a daily basis, 
a variety of hardships. “There are 
people who suffer deprivation and 
hunger who live in shacks with 
virtually no amenities. Children 
born in these make-shift “houses” 
are born in conditions of extreme 
poverty. Mary herself gave birth 
to Jesus in a stable. There are 
many families without a fixed 
address, without a stable home, 
who are pushed around by the 

From being born in a manger, 
to becoming a refugee in 
Egypt, to declaring that “the 

Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head”, Jesus Christ is quite familiar 
with the plight of homeless people.

That being the case, the inter-
nationally renowned sculpture of 
the Homeless Jesus could not have 
found a better home than at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Braam-
fontein since the parish, in the heart 
of the city, runs an extensive 
programme for homeless people.

The “ Homeless Jesus” sculpture is 
a visual representation of Matthew 
25. It is the work of Canadian 
sculptor, Timothy P Schmalz. The 
Christ figure is seen sleeping on a 
park bench, shrouded in a blanket 
and with His face covered. The only 
indication that the figure is Jesus are 
the visible wounds from the nails on 
His feet. There is space for a person 
to sit next to the sculpture and since 
its installation hundreds of passers-
by have paused to admire the 
statue.

Fr Matthew Charlesworth encour-
ages people taking photographs to 
share them with the hashtag, 
#HomelessJesus. The sculpture can 
currently be found in various cities 
around the world, such as Toronto, 
Rome, Manchester, Dublin, Washing-
ton D.C., Madrid, and Chennai. This 
led to the sculptor having a dream 
that it be placed on every continent. 
An anonymous donor wished to 
help Schmalz realize this dream. He 
was advised to consider the city of 
Johannesburg and the Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church in Braamfontein as 
the African site.

On Monday, 6 February it was 
unveiled in front of parishioners, 
volunteers, homeless persons and
well-wishers from various charit-
able, civic and corporate organisa-
tions. The unveiling ceremony was 
presided over by Jesuit parish 
priests, Frs Graham Pugin SJ and 
Matthew Charlesworth SJ and the 
parish deacon, Rev Billy Davies.

Jesuits and parishioners from
Holy Trinity in Braamfontein have 
been working with homeless people 
for a very long time. The parish runs 
a soup kitchen on weekdays for 
about 100 homeless people. On 
Monday evenings, the Come Home 

powerful landowners. 
“There are also economic 

migrants, hapless refugees and 
stateless children who are forced 
to move constantly because they 
have no identity documents. This 
calls to mind the anxiety and the 
flight of Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
into Egypt for Herod sought “to 
kill the child” (Mt. 2.13).

“It is therefore with confidence 
that all those who suffer abuse, 
discrimination, rejection and 
deprivation can join Mary in her 
Song of Praise, (Magnificat) to 
God, who has looked with favour 
on His people, who trust in Him.

“They recall with gratitude that 
He is “rich in mercy” (Eph. 2.4) and 
that He scatters “the proud in their 
conceit” (Lk. 1.50). Mary’s Song of 
Praise becomes a constant refrain 
that liberates, resuscitates, “lifts-
up the lowly and fills them with 
good things” (Lk. 1.52). The Year 
of Devotion to Mary seeks to 
bring the lived experience of 
Mary into sharp relief so that we 
too can blend our varied 
experiences with hers and draw 
inspiration, strength and courage 
from her firm and unshakable 
“fiat” (yes).”

Continued on page 10.

Bible Study group runs a Bible study 
group exclusively for homeless 
persons. It is edifying to see that 
among their meagre possessions 
they manage to keep and read their 
Bible. This is followed by the St 
Vincent de Paul society soup-
kitchen dinner at 6pm for about 200 
homeless persons. 

On Tuesday evenings the Com-
munity of Sant’Egidio offers food 
parcels in the church’s parking lot 
and food parcels are delivered to 
the many homeless on the streets. 
Their aim is to befriend the 
homeless.

In addition to the food and bible 
study on Monday evenings, Trinity 
Health Services – a partnership 
between Wits University and the 
parish – conducts medical check-
ups and offers pharmaceutical 
access. 

The parish’s registered pharmacy 
was recently awarded a top rating 
by the South African Pharmaceutical 
Association. The pharmacist, 
Deanne Johnston is a parishioner 
and faculty member. Medical and 
pharmacy students, supervised by 
the Medical and Pharmacy faculty 
offer free consultations to the 
homeless fortnightly. 

During the unveiling ceremony, 
those in attendance had the 
opportunity to reverence the 
sculpture by touching the wounds 
and blessing it with holy water.

There has been nothing but 
admiration and gratitude from the 
public and homeless people.

“I personally think there is an
important theological point to be
made here that Jesus is also to be
found outside the walls of the
church, and so the sculpture is
accessible to passers-by. It is an 
invitation for them to notice the 
church and to come inside. But, it is 
also an invitation to ourselves and 
our parishioners to recognise that 
Jesus is not just inside the church, 
but He is outside, among the people, 
especially those who are poor and 
vulnerable,” said Fr Matthew.

The parish continues their appeal 
for monetary and food donations to 
keep these vital ministries alive. 
Contact the office (011) 339-2826 or 
by e-mail parish@trinityjhb.co.za.

Lerato Mohone

2017 is our Archdiocese’s Year 
of Devotion to Mary

Homeless Jesus 
Sculpture

Fr Graham blesses the sculpture.

A milestone 
  reached
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PATRONAL FEASTS IN MARCH
17th St Patrick, Benoni (1910); La Rochelle (1906)
19/20th St Joseph, Actonville (1935); Mayfair (1892);  

Meadowlands (1958); Mokoena (1966); Primrose 
(1958)

24th Our Lady of Victories, Dobsonville (1996)

CONFIRMATIONS
Confirmations in the month of March. Pray for the candidates!
Sun 12 09:00 St Anthony’s Crown Mines

Catechetics Department
Meetings of Parish Catechetics 

Coordinators by deanery.
WEST

Saturday 11 March 09:00-10:30
Our Lady of Holy Rosary, 

Krugersdorp
NEAR EAST

Saturday 18 March
St Therese, Alberton

VAAL
Saturday 25 March

St Francis, Small Farm
FAR EAST

Sunday 26 March 09:30
Our Lady of Mercy, Springs

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00
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Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Mass at OR Tambo
Sundays at 15:00 in Chapel 

Fr Arvin Tauro
+27 (061) 692-4270

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Malesela Dikgale 073-6707084

Join the 
discernment group

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT

 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour

Sundays 12:00 Exposition 
1st Saturday of the month 07:00  

Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at  

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00  

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan 
News group and get 
up-to-date notices.

Free Notices
Send event notices by 10th to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews 

2 April

Abortion warning
The pill can abort. See www.

epm.org/static/uploads/
downloads/bcpill.pdf. Catholic 
users must be told to save their 
souls and their unborn infants. 

082-609-6919

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

www.catholicjhb.org.za

CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Adoption, 
the loving option.

Terms and conditions apply.

Theme for month
“Act justly to and in families”  

www.marfam.org.za

Marfam year calendars 
now available.

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Contact
Sr Justine - srmjustine@yahoo.fr 

082-701-8360
Sr Adele - kapangisha@gmail.com 

078-628-0571

Pray outside the abortion facilities

Saturday 18 March 11:45-16:00
And 3rd Saturday of every month
Bat Kol Scripture Study

Book of Deuteronomy 
Moses as Narrator

Holy Family College, 
40 Oxford Rd, Parktown. 

Bring own lunch, notes provided.
Contact Sr Marie André SND

072-250-4944 
marieandre@telkomsa.net

Tuesdays 7 February - 4 April 19:30
Life in the Spirit 
Seminar
at St Charles,
Victory Park.

Jenny 083-467-6318
Family of God Community

Our Lady of Lebanon Mulbarton 
invites everyone to come and join  
it for its Divine Mercy Seminar.  

A series of talks on the spiritual history, 
importance and benefits of the divine mercy 
will be explored. People are encouraged   to 
attend, enlighten their minds and deepen 
their faith through the Lenten journey. 

Talks will be every Friday from 3 March 
until 8 April starting at 7 pm with stations of 
the cross followed by the seminar at 8 pm. 

Sr Walatka from The Congregation of 
Sisters of Merciful Jesus, established by 
blessed Michał Sopoćko on the request of 
Jesus given to Faustina, will be a key 
speaker along with Fr Malcolm Mclaren 
from the parish of Divine Mercy, Walker-
ville and Fr Maurice Chidiac Superior of the 
Maronite church of Southern Africa. 

For more information, contact the church 
office on 011 432 5331.

   Mark Kisogloo

Divine 
Mercy 
Seminar  

Grief should 
not be crippling

Everyone goes through the grief of 
losing a loved one through death 
at some stage. People may feel 

abandoned, lonely and ambushed by 
grief. They may be angry with the 
person who died and angry with people 
who sympathise with them. Although 
this is normal, it needs to be worked 
through. 

GriefShare is a Christ-centred, 
Christian-based support group for 
people who are mourning the loss of a 
loved one. ADNews spoke to Coralie 
Deas who facilitates GriefShare at  
St Charles, Victory Park.

She introduced GriefShare at her 
parish after she had participated in a 
group at St John’s. She realised it was 
odd that having had a special and deep 
relationship with her only brother, she 
had, for nine months, not been able to 
shed a tear.

Grief should not be so intense that it 
cripples one from moving forward. 
GriefShare is structured to address 
specific areas of grief so people can 

carry on with life. Coralie believes 
people need to be nudged into 
attending a session like GriefShare. 

You can help a person experiencing 
grief in the following ways: 
•  Send them a card or flowers 
•  Ask the person what you can do for 

them
•  Bring food and help with household 

chores
•  Sit and just listen to them, even 

though they may repeat things and 
•  Allow them to cry and hug them. 

Grieving people should share their 
immediate needs otherwise they risk 
not being cared for when people don’t 
know what to do for them. 

Telling a person to ‘snap out of it’ is 
very cruel. It is okay not to know what to 
say to those who are experiencing grief, 
just be there for them.

The best thing one can do for a loved 
one who has passed on is to hold a 
requiem Mass for them and pray for the 
repose of their soul. It is a good idea to 
have a memory box where one stores 
pictures and mementos of the person. 

The sessions are aimed at people who 
have gone through miscarriages, lost a 
spouse, a child, sibling – no loss is less 
significant than another. 

GriefShare facilitates, it is only God 
who heals, said Coralie. The cost for 
GriefShare at St Charles is R190.

Coralie can be contacted on 
083 524 7016.                     Lerato Mohone

– Mulbarton

Community Notice Board

Saturday 25 March 09:30-13:30
“Sacraments”

Session 1 
St Peter Claver, Pimville

Catechetics Department

ASH WEDNESDAY
1 March

Weekend 11 - 12 March
Annual Pilgrimage to Ngome

Hosted by the sodality of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

All are welcome.
Ask your parish Sacred Heart 

or call Thulani Sibeko, 
0721265252

Saturday 18 March 09:30 - 13:00

ASIKHULUME
Catholic Women Speak
Talk by Dr Nontando Hadebe

Followed by discussion.
St Vincent’s School for Deaf, 

Melrose
Refreshments. Donations welcome. 

Hosted by SISTERS for JUSTICE
RSVP Shelagh Mary hf (011) 

6734712; 083-256-1422, 
shfcorrie@icon.co.za

Saturday 22 April 06:30 - 18:00
Feast of Mercy Pilgrimage Walk

From Our Lady of Lebanon, 
Mulbarton at 6:30am to

Divine Mercy Parish, Walkerville  
for Mass at 6:00pm.

31km, rest stops, food provided, 
confessions.

Contact Sr Rose 078-992-8580

Saturday 1 April 09:30-13:30
Confirmation Workshop 

for Catechists
Small Hall, Cathedral Place

Pope’s Intentions: March
Evangelization: Support for Persecuted 

Christians – That persecuted Christians may be 

supported by the prayers and material help of 

the whole Church.

His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, assisted by parish 
priest Fr Tom Segami OMI and Deacon Thabo Thokoane 
annointing confirmation candidates with Chrism oil, 
Seal of Sacrament during Mass at St Peter Claver, 
Pimville  on 19 February.                Photo by Sello Mokoka

Pimville confirmations
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On 29 January, St Pat-
rick’s, La Rochelle 

held its first successful  
Gallery Walk, and the Spe-
cial Religious Development 
(SPRED) community also 
took part. This presented an 
opportunity for people to 
ask questions and to find 
out more about SPRED. 

Visit our Facebook 
page, Spred Jhb to learn 
more about this special  
ministry. 

3

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

A Diversity  
of Ministeries

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

This month’s questions 
have been submitted by 
one of the seminarians of 

the Archdiocese and are based on 
verses from Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians: “But now that faith 
has come we are no longer under 
a slave looking after us; for all of 
you are the children of God, 
through faith … since every one 
of you that has been baptised has 
been clothed in Christ. There can 
be neither Jew nor Greek, there 
can be neither slave nor freeman, 
there can be neither male nor 
female – for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:25-28 NJB)

Using quotations like this, some 
people argue against the predom-
inant role of the ordained minis-
ter, saying that baptism gives us 
the right to minister to God’s 
people. Don’t you think that by 
promoting “lay ministries” we 
are contributing to a decrease in 
vocations to the priesthood?

Holy Scripture contains such 
wealth and diversity that a 
shrewd person can use it to 
“prove” almost anything! We 
should never decide what are 
going to say and then look for 
verses to back our case. Instead, 
we start with the text, discover its 
original purpose, and then work 
towards what it is saying to us 
today.

Paul’s main purpose in writing 
to the Galatians was to show that 
they did not have to become Jews 
in order to have faith in Jesus 
Christ. Just like children of a citi-
zen might be left in the care of a 
slave, Paul sees that there was 
once a time when God’s chosen 
people needed the Law to watch 
over and guide them. But those 
who have been baptised into 
Christ have become co-heirs and 
grown-ups, no longer needing 
obedience to the Law of Moses. 
All are free, all are equal, all  
are one.

It would be a mistake to liken 
the slave in verse 25 with the 
ordained priest watching over his 
flock. But it would also be a mis-
take to imagine that Jesus has 
created a ruling class of priests or 
Levites who must control every 
aspect of evangelization and wor-
ship. All the baptised have a vital 
role to play in the building up of 
the Body of Christ, and in inter-
ceding for others in their need. 
The rapid rise of lay ministries 
over the past sixty years, both in 
the liturgy and in parish and 
diocesan affairs, has been a boun-
tiful flowering. Clergy and semi-
narians should feel encouraged 
by this, not threatened. No one 
has “the right” to minister. All 
ministries should be discerned as 
God’s calling, and there must be 
proper training for each of them.

Lately I’ve been attending more 
“communion services” than  
masses in my home parish and it 
starts to feel like the deacon is no 
longer the assistant to the priest, 
but that the priest is the deacon’s 
helper! Does this situation not 
confuse the people to the extent 
that they no longer feel the need 
of a priest except for administer-
ing the sacraments?

There are two schools of thought 
around Sunday services in the 
absence of a priest. Some think 
that these services should be very 
different to the Mass so that  
people feel a hunger for Mass 
and sense the need for more 
ordained priests. Others prefer to 
keep things as familiar as possi-
ble so that people continue to 
feel at home whenever a deacon 
or a lay minister presides over a 
service. 

Sadly, instead of interacting 
with people, many priests spend 
huge amounts of time doing  
parish administration, finances 
and other desk jobs because the 
parishioners cannot afford secre-
tarial staff or do not trust one 
another to run the office! Church 
history shows us that bishops and 
deacons predate the priesthood 
that we know today, but we can-
not be certain what the future 
will hold. We must either open 
the priesthood to more types of 
people, or we must adapt the 
ways we do both liturgy and 
administration.

Priests, and priests-to-be, 
should be careful not to fall into 
the trap of being needed. Feeling 
that one is indispensable is a 
powerful emotion that can 
become addictive. Instead of  
delegating to a team of good  
people, some fathers prefer to 
patronise their parishioners and 
then bask in all the accolades  
and affection coming from their 
so-called children. If they are not 
content to preside over a liturgy 
in which several ministries share 
the spotlight, and if they cannot 
work together with religious and 
lay people in pastoral councils, 
then priests do need to hear that 
there is a “priesthood of all 
believers” in which there are no 
distinctions between Jew and 
Greek, slave and citizen, or man 
and woman. 

A ‘Teaching catechism for the 
confirmation class during the 
season of Lent in Year A’ 

workshop was presented by the 
Catechetical Department HOD, Sr 
Tarsycja Groblica and Daphne Moya. 
This session took place at the 
Cathedral on 21 January.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 
with the ceremony of distribution of 
ashes as a sign that we are about to 
enter a time of preparation and 
renewal for Easter. Since we prepare 
through prayer, fasting and good 
works, Sr Tarsycja suggested 
sacrificing one session to visit and 
help an orphanage or shelter. 

Catechists should encourage 
youth to make resolutions for Lent, 
she said. They should see it as an 
opportunity to do good. All the 
money saved from giving up 
something can be donated to a 
useful cause. 

Catechesis, she said, takes place 
through three related steps:
• Listening to the Word of God at 

Mass
• Learning from the teaching of 

Jesus and the church and
•  Putting what we learn into 

practice in our daily lives.
When a particular scripture is 

focused on, the catechist should 
know what happened before and 
what is going to happen after. 

Behaviour typical of youth was 

Catechising for Confirmation 
Class Workshop

Confirmation class catechists, 

Pule Mohapi, Disebo Mofokeng 

and Pulenyana Mohapi.

encouraged as one catechist 
presented her class. Cell phones 
were ringing, spontaneous giggles 
and silly answers were given to the 
questions she posed. However, she 
remained calm, focused, firm and 
witty. When the “youth” had 
answered ‘Transfiguration is like 
Transformers, the movie’ she said 
transform is another word for 
transfiguration.

Other effective ways of teaching 
catechism for youth is to do it in 
teams, even ask a parent or sponsor 
to set up the prayer table, she said. 
Liturgical colours should be taken 

into account to teach about the 
seasons of the church, symbols 
relating to the Gospel of the day 
should be used – sand for Jesus’ 
temptation in the desert, she 
advised. 

Under no circumstances should 
youth be threatened for misbe-
having, said Sr Tarsycja.  Session 
where questions, for example, 
about how long the class will take, 
if they are allowed to Google 
instead of the Bible, should be 
dealt with appropriately, she said.  

The next session will take place 
in April.                           Lerato Mohone

The Pastoral Care for 
Migrant and Refugees in 
the parishes is integrated 

locally and in coordination with 
the Department of Pastoral Care 

PASTORAL CARE FOR MIGRANT 
AND REFUGEES IN THE PARISHES  

for Migrants and Refugees of the Archdiocese.  
This happens through the Pastoral Action Plan of the 
parishes and a representative for Pastoral Care. We  
are visiting the parishes in the Archdiocese to offer 
assistance to implement the Pastoral Care. 

Erga migrants Caritas Christi is a document of the 
church. In this document, St John Paul II invites the 
church to contemplate a specific pastoral care for 
migrants and refugees, “because of diversity, language, 
origin, culture, ethnicity and tradition” (N. 49). 

It is important to have a representative in each 
parish that will work as reference to the team to act in 
the parish. The aim is to support and understand the 
needs of human mobility in the parish. The specific 
apostolate among the migrants and refugees is done 

through dialogue, communion and mission. It will 
promote the parish as a fraternal place, a peaceful 
house for all.

Pope Francis indicates that the Pastoral Care’s 
work is to “play an important role through 
initiating dialogue, welcoming and assisting with 
legal issues, mediating with the local population.” 
He invites the church to be their “source of hope” 
by developing programs of education and 
orientation, raising her voice in defense of 
migrants’ rights; offering assistance, including 
material assistance to everyone, without exception, 
so that all may be treated as children of God.”

The Department of Pastoral Care in the Arch-
diocese cordially invites all the appointed parish 
council’s representative for migrants and refugees 
to participate in a workshop/meeting which will be 
held on 11 March at 08:30am in the small hall, at 
the Cathedral.

 We encourage the participants to bring their 
own experiences about the reality and challenges 
of migrants and refugees in their communities. 

Sr. Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini,  
HOD Pastoral Care

La Rochelle 
SPREDing the word

Vanessa Castilho and 
Sofia Silva, La Rochelle 
SPRED community
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

“Look I make all 
things new.” Rev 21:5
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.Adoption is believed to be 

the best long-term solution 
for a child besides being 

cared for by their own family. It is 
a legal process is conducted in 
accordance with the Children’s 
Act. 

Should a parent consider giving 
up a child for adoption, they are 
required to fill in and sign a 
consent form agreeing to the terms 
that they will no longer be the 
parent of the child, and that they 
have no parental responsi-bilities 
towards that child.

 The Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) runs an Adoption Society 
that caters for such needs, which is 
an accredited non-profit organi-
sation situated in Kensington. The 
Adoption Society was started in 
1956 by the Catholic Women’s 
League (CWL) members in the 
Archdiocese, hoping to aid, 
especially vulnerable, pregnant 
teens. Over the years, the Adoption 
Society has grown and changed to 
meet the needs of all racial, 

Adoption is an alternative 
for a stable and warm 

upbringing
cultural and religious groups. The 
society provides assistance with 
the ongoing help and support 
from the CWL members through 
a lot of fundraising initiatives. 

Services such as counselling are 
provided by qualified personnel 
for people needing to share their 
stories, or those who want to be 
listened to. Anyone wishing to 
explore the option of either 
adopting a baby, or having their 
unborn baby adopted, are encour-
aged to contact the society to give 
their children an opportunity to a 
stable and warm upbringing. 

All Catholics are asked to share 
their positive adoption stories and 
to ask pregnant mothers, who do 
not want to keep their babies, for 
whatever reason, to consider 
adoption. Please refer them to the 
Catholic Women’s League 
Adoption Society. 

The society can be contacted on 
011 618-1533. All consultations 
remain confidential.        

Lebo WA Majahe       

Lent can be the most fruitful 
season of the year. The 
readings are full of God’s 

loving mercy, of God’s desire for 
us, and God’s call to us to come 
home.

Recently I have been very 
busy. The beginning of the year, 
the reality of having three small 
people all in ‘big’ school, all with 
conflicting extra-murals and all 
needing my attention, coupled 
with the normal demands of 
work, had made me more than 
ordinarily frantic. 

In the desperate attempt to 
regain a semblance of control 
over my life, I spent a lot of time 
looking at schedules and organis-
ing. It was only recently that I 
noticed that somehow I had  
managed to organise God-time 
right out of my day. 

Somehow prayer, and space 
for daily reflection have fallen off 
the radar, to be replaced by other 
more urgent needs!

Then comes Lent, and sud-
denly I am reawakened to the 

reality that what is actually  
core is my friendship with God.  
This is the source from which 
everything else flows. This is the 
centre, not ‘do I have the lunches 
and homework all packed into the 
appropriate bags,’ but God at the 
centre of it all.

I had a moment of sudden 
clarity, when I realised that my 
spiritual life had hit a slump, and 
in that moment all the old voices 
of criticism also reared their 
head. I remember walking outside 
feeling a tremendous sense of 
guilt. It felt as if I could hardly 
even bring myself to want to 
reconnect with God. What could 
God be thinking of me? How 
could I turn to God, when I was 
such a mess? How could I even 
dare to speak of God to my  
children? I was overwhelmed  
by a real sense of my own deep 
inadequacy. 

That space lasted a while too.  
I was aware of having let my life 
of prayer go, but felt too ashamed 
of myself to really come back to 

God. In the midst of this pity 
party, I had to proof read a piece 
one of my colleagues had written, 
in which he was writing about 
how merciful God’s love is. 

This was the real turning 
point. I so resonated with the 
prodigal son, knowing my own 
faithlessness. Yet here was the 
reminder of what God is really 
like. God loves. God forgives, 
God invites me back into his 
friendship. It was one of those 
rainy Joburg afternoons, and  
I went and stood looking at the 
rain, and hearing in my heart that 
eternal invitation, ‘look I make 
all things new.’

In the stillness of my own 
heart, I heard again God’s subtle 
gentle invitation to trust, to turn 
to the Lord, to bring myself,  
broken and sinful as I am, into 
the unconditional love of the  
One who made me and loves me.

It is Lent. It is the season of 
repentance and reconciliation.  
I feel God’s gentle nudge to come 
back to him, to open my heart to 
him again. To allow God to work 
in me and make all things new.  
I  pray that this Lent you too  
will hear God’s gentle invitation, 
and that you will feel the conso-
lation of God’s merciful love 
enfolding you. 

The SACBC pastoral letter 
on marriage and the family 
has been issued and can be 

downloaded from www.sacbc.org.
za. One of its top priorities is 
marriage preparation, which, in 
the remote stage begins in the 
family which is supported in their 
task by parish catechesis. 
Marfam’s regular publications are 
a resource for family catechesis at 
home and family-orientated 
catechesis in parishes.         

With Marfam’s 2017 family 
theme every month focusing on 
an aspect of family life and a link 
to the church’s liturgical year.  
The overall theme is ‘Families 
walk the talk - act justly, love 
mercy and tenderness and walk 
humbly with our God.’ 

With March as Human Rights 
month in South Africa, the theme 
is “Act justly to, and in, 
families.” A recent tragic example 
of the 94 mentally ill patients 
who died due to inadequate care 
was an act of injustice to them as 
family members and to their 
families who are grieving their 
deaths. 

Justice can be seen too 
abstractly as something “out 
there” but the way parents and 
children treat one another, their 
elderly and also unborn family 
members all belong in this 
domain. Rights are important of 

course, but so are responsibilities. 
Marfam has not produced a 

specific Lenten reflection booklet 
as the March reflections in 
Family Faith Focus booklets are 
for Lent following the daily 
scripture readings.  An article on 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
patroness of unborn life in Family 
Matters magazine is relevant for 
the feast of the annunciation too.  

These, together with the free 
weekly e-newsletter, relate to the 
2017 Family Year Planner. This is 
still available from Marfam and 
can be developed into a family’s 
own liturgical calendar with the 
special days and events of that 
particular family. 

The family that prays and plays 
together, stays together. The 
family that walks the talk, 
sacrificing and sharing together 
will grow in unity and experience 
the joy Pope Francis prays for. 

Visit www.marfam.org.za or 
Facebook or call Toni on 
0825521275 for publications, 
workshops or retreats for family 
life. 

LENT 
and the Family

Visiting the Shrine site

Pic: Fr Victor Ngwenya

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale visiting the site 
of the new Mother of Mercy Shrine in the 
Magaliesburg with some of his clergy.
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Shrines have a special signifi-
cance in salvation history. 
The lives of many saints and 

great servants of the Lord were 
renewed by pilgrimages to shrines. 
The concept of pilgrimages has 
gained popularity over the years, 
with people travelling to shrines 
like Merjugorie, Czestochowa  
and Ngome. 

However, many people within 
our Archdiocese who are unable to 
partake in those kind of pilgrimag-
es due to financial constraints, 
leaving them disadvantaged and 

for discerning and responding to 
vocations as a gift to God. 

Concerned faithful have asked 
why a shrine should be built if 
there haven’t been any appari-
tions at the location. In taking up 
Pope Francis’ call, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI saw it befit-
ting to  have our own shrine/pas-
toral centre which be a permanent 
monument as a remembrance of 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

“We do not need to erect a 
shrine only if there have been 
apparitions. The actions of a  
pilgrimage are meant to be 
instructive and transforming in 
our Christian lives, with the  
sole purpose of one having an 
encounter with Christ,” said 
Archbishop Buti. 

The beautiful artist impressions 
of various structures of the 
Mother of Mercy shrine have just 
been released, leaving clergy and 
laity alike extremely excited. 
Social media is abuzz. People are 
confident this project will flour-
ish. Bigger collections have been 
taken up lately, showing the 
utmost support that priests are 
showing toward this project. 

There is also a sense of urgency 
to get everybody on board so that 
we are able to realise this dream, 
which will be a spiritual home to 
all of us. 

Our shrine will cater for Mass, 
confessions, Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, stations of 
the cross and popular devotions 
to Mary, especially the recitation 
of the Rosary. It will provide 
opportunities for individuals,  
families, parishes and sodalities 

groups to give witness to our 
Catholic faith. 

The pastoral centre will provide 
a conducive environment for 
priests and lay people to promote 
the works of evangelisation and 
the social teachings of the church. 

The centre will provide facilities 
such as conference, seminar room 
and boardrooms for parishes and 
other interested parties to hire for 
their functions.

Accommodation and dining 
facilities will be available and will 
provide opportunities for social 
development projects such as 
youth empowerment, SPRED  

Marian shrines 
are an expression of Mary’s presence amongst us

spiritually dry. Having a shrine in 
the Archdiocese will mean every-
body will easily be able to experi-
ence a tranquil time with Mother 
Mary in a solemn encounter, only 
a taxi away. In his Marian Year 
encyclical “Redemptoris Mater”, 
Pope John Paul II spoke of the 
geography of faith and Marian 
devotion in regards to shrines, 
included in its directive being the 
presence of Mary in word and 
symbol. The Pope said shrines 
should cultivate a sense of God’s 
beauty through Our Lady and that 
they should provide an atmosphere 

and Cenacolo. 
It is very encouraging to see 

that people have embraced this 
call and are eager to make this 
project a reality. 

For a day’s retreat, people  
are welcome to arrange with  
Fr Charles Uloko / Fr Bafana 
Hlatshwayo by booking.  
www.motherofmercy.co.za. 

Like the Shrine Facebook page 
@marianshrinemagaliesburg. 
Popular hash tags #OurShrine, 
#Jozi@work and 
#MotherOfMercyShrine

Lebo WA Majahe

We ask for donations for this grand celebration!
Standard Bank
Account Name:  Sanctuary Of Our Lady Of Fatima 
Account Number :  022  537 279
Branch code: 05 10 01
Swift Address : SBZA ZA JJ

Please send us your details as sponsors to: 
Email SantuaryOfOurLadyOfFatima@gmail.com

We thank you for all the support

to be celebrated by his Grace 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg
Saturday, 13 May 2017 
Time: 10h00

GRAND CELEBRATION OUR LADY OF FATIMA STATUE 
PROCESSION
From:
St Anthony Portuguese Catholic Church 
26 Church Street, Crown Mines

To:
Cathedral of Christ the King 
192 Cnr End and Saratoga Ave, Berea

Come and join us as a rainbow nation – 
   parishioners, sodalities, choirs in traditional dress – 
    for a spiritual day of praise and worship

         Come and experience Fatima, Portugal 
            in Johannesburg!

                 Gather for the arrival of the Statue of Our Lady 
                    of Fatima in a splendour of flowers.

       100 Year Anniversary 
    of the Apparitions of 
  Our Lady of Fatima

An artist's impressions of our new 
Mother of Mercy Shrine. 
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On 29 January, the parish of  
St Anthony of Padua, Evaton 

West, together with parish priest 
Fr Sergio Lorenzini, held its 
annual Academic Sunday. 

The guest speaker this year was 
Happy Radebe. Happy completed 
his matric in 2011 and studied 
towards a Bachelor’s degree at the 
University of Johannesburg. He 
furthered his tertiary studies, 
obtaining an honour’s degree in 
accounting which he completed 

Academic 
       Sunday

Happy Radebe

last year. He is set to graduate 
again this year. Happy is a trainee 
accountant at Ernest & Young, one 
of the biggest accounting firms in 
the country. He has just written his 
first qualifying examination for the 
South African Institute of 
Chartered Accountants towards 
qualifying as a chartered 
accountant.

He has a passion for photo-
graphy and runs his own photo-
graphy business.

We really hope our “St Anthon-
ians’” learners in all institutions 
will do well again this year as 
education is the key to every 
closed doors and success. 

Bohope Pruvinance 

From left: Philani Mpofu, head boy,  
Deena Martin, head girl, with  
Br Robert Schieler who presented them 
both with their honours blazers.

De La Salle Holy Cross College 
in Victory Park was privileged 
to have a visit from Br 

Robert Schieler, the Superior General 
of the De La Salle Brothers, currently 
based in Rome. Born in Philadelphia, 
US, Br Robert completed his studies 
in Modern European History and his 
PhD in educational administration.  
He worked as a teacher in the United 
States and, after making his final 
profession in 1979, he worked as a 
missionary in the Philippines for 13 

De La Salle Holy Cross College 
welcomes Superior General
years.  Br Robert is now leading the 
largest order of religious brothers in 
the church dedicated to education.

Br Robert was accompanied by  
Br Pierre Quattara, General 
Councillor of Relaf region which 
comprises all African countries in 
both French and English-speaking 
Africa.  This is a huge responsibility 
as there are 46 Lasallian institutions 
in Africa in 14 countries. Br Pierre 
was born in Burkino Faso. He 
completed his formation in Burkino 
Faso and took his final vows in 1988.  
He holds a PhD in philosophy. 

Today, the Lasallian Mission 
continues to flourish. There are 
institutions in 80 countries around 
the world serving one million 
students in over 1 000 schools and 
universities.  

Following the teachings of their 

founder, St John Baptist de la Salle, 
the brothers, associates, teachers 
and students continue to embrace 
the ethos of this saint, whose main 
focus was on the education of 
young people.

While in South Africa, the brothers 
visited the Tsholofelo Mission in 
Phokeng, La Salle School in 
Discovery and De La Salle Holy Cross 
College in Victory Park where they 
met the staff, pupils, parents and 
members of the school governing 
bodies.  

At De La Salle Holy Cross Col-
lege, they attended assemblies at 
both the junior and high schools.  
Br Robert proudly presented 
honours blazers to the head 
boy, Philani Mpofu and head girl, 
Deena Martin.  

Lydia Orsmond, Julia O’Connor

The youth of the St Kizito, Lenasia organised a back-to-school 
Mass on 15 January. All students were asked to come forward to 

receive special blessings by Fr Raymond McQuarrie. 
After Mass, tables were set up with school uniforms and stationery 

donated by parishioners and the youth, who then went to the 
Thembelihle informal settlement to distribute them to children who 
needed it most.

This was also a reminder to everyone that the works of mercy did 
not stop when the Year of Mercy ended.                       Simphiwe Ntini

Giving back to the community

New St Anne’s committee members of St Pius, Mofolo were intro-
duced on 5 February by the parish priest, Fr Innocent Daniel.

They are, from left: Patricia Ngobese (President), Julia Mofokeng 
(Vice President), Theresa Senoamadi (Secretary), Caroline Zulu  
 (Vice Secretary), Tebogo Rashama (Treasurer), Thokozile Gule, 
Mimi Rakoditsoe and S’bongile Shibambo (committee members). 

Pic by Dickson Mofokeng

Mofolo’s new St Anne’s executive committee

Saturday, 28 January saw a large 
crowd of people involved and 

passionate about Catholic education 
join together for the annual gathering 
of Catholic schools in Johannesburg to 
commence the academic year.

St David’s Inanda hosted the occasion 
and the staff are thanked for their hard 
work in coordinating the event. 

Rob Stewardson of Assumption 
Convent prepared the music and the 
girls from the Assumption High choir 
led the singing during Mass. 

We had an amazing turnout of repre-
sentatives from our Catholic schools. 
We were privileged to have Fr Michel 
Meunier, together with Fr Mokesh 
Morar, celebrate the Mass for us. 

Fr Meunier spoke to our theme for 
this year of ‘walking forward together’. 
Mark Heywood and Fr Anthony Egan 
challenged us to think about what type 
of skills we need to develop in our 
young people within a society of 
populist leaders.

We were encouraged to think of ways 
in which to help with transformation 
and healing and to teach values that 
recognise the hurt and injustices past 
and present. 

The following were questions posed/
statements made:
What role models do we have now? 
We live in difficult times and in a new 
era of populist leaders and wars. It can 
be viewed as an exciting time of 
possibilities and where people with 
good values must take a stand.
How do we spend our resources?  
We need to rediscover our values and 
what they require us to do. We need to 
create a generation of people with 
integrity by giving them a sense of 
power and a sense of responsibility 
where we inculcate empathy and 
humanity.

We were left with the realisation that 
as we walk forward in hope, faith and 
love, we need to develop an even 
greater awareness of social challenges 
and how we can channel that into our 
teaching and guiding of the young 
people entrusted in our care.

Catholic School Office 
annual gathering

Symbolic lighting of candles to 
light our way as we walk forward 

together as Catholic schools.
Privileged to have religious still 
working in Catholic education.

Jacintha Lucas – Chairper-
son of the Catholic Schools 

Council Principals’ Group.

Participants at the  
meeting after Mass.

Below: Mass concele-
brated by Fr Michel 
Meunier and  
Fr Mokesh Morar.

Fr Anthony Egan one of the 
presenters at the gathering

Mark Heywood
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Bishop Joao Rod-
rigues: He was a holy 
man who centred his 

life around prayer and  
charitable works. May we 
continue seeking his inter-
cession and see him raised 
to the throne of saints for 

his canonisation.

Bishop Emeritus Hugh 
Slattery:  

It was interesting to research the 
life of Benedict Daswa. Everyone 
touched on his prayer life when 
asked to give witness about him. 
He is a role model for the church 
and South Africa as a whole. 

Ida Daswa (mother): Benedict 
was just like other children at 
home, but he normally insisted 
that all visitors who came to our 
home leave with some packed 
food, even though we didn’t have 
enough at times. His passing was a 
sad time for me, his wife, children, 
our relatives and everybody who 
knew him. I’m thankful to the 
Catholic Church which ensured 
that the legacy of the life of my 
son is known to all. Everyday I ask 
God to keep me so that I live to see 
his canonisation.

Lufuno Daswa (son) : My dad my 
a very humble, humble man who 
spoke his mind without any fear. 
He was selfless and put the needs 
of the people before his, or the 
family. I’m still battling with the 
tragic end to his life, but I’m happy 
to have him recognised as a local 
saint. It consoles me to know that 
he will be hailed for his stance in 
what he stood up for.

Vhutshilo Daswa (son): My father 
was a man who took interest in 
people’s lives. He was very neat 
and had a sense of style in terms of 

his dress code and after whom I 
take, he joked. He always wore a  
tie and was dignifed. He loved his 
children and wife dearly. We had 
everything we needed, but he 
didn’t spoil us and everyday, after 
school, we all had to help him in 
the orchards. He was a firm discipli-
narian too.

Zwothe Daswa (son): Khodzi 
yanga wanted the best for us and 
did everything possible as a parent 
to ensure that we were cared for. 
He always had a bigger picture in 
mind and helped set the founda-
tion for our future. He had vision 
and wanted all his children to be 
educated. He was the one who 
ensured that we had a relationship 
with God because, from an early 
age, he taught us to pray and to 
share the word of God. To this day, 
my Christian life is what carries me, 
together with my siblings.

Aluwani Daswa (nephew): I was 
very small when my uncle passed 
on. I don’t even remember all the 
sad stories which my grandmother 
narrates on events leading to my 
uncle’s killing. What I remember 
fondly is that every day when he 
came back from work, when his 
blue bakkie pulled over, we all ran 
towards him and he would always 
bring us chocolate bars.

Chris Mphaphuli (friend): I will 
always remember Benedict for his 
kindness, willingness to assist and 
the firm principles he held. He was 
very instrumental in my choice of 
study, insisting that I should con-
sider being a teacher so that 
through education we can help 
bring some light to the people of 
Limpopo, as education will lead 
them from poverty.

Compiled by Lebo WA Majahe

Hundreds of enthusiastic  
pilgrims gathered at the 
Good Sheperd parish, 

Ngovhela  in the province of 
Limpopo to commemorate this 
year’s feast of Blessed Benedict 
Daswa which took place on 
Tuesday, 1 February. 

The colourful Daswa liturgy  
was presided over by Bishop Joao 
Rodrigues, the Bishop of Tza-
neen, under the theme ‘As friends 
of Blessed Benedict Daswa, 
together let us become women and 
men of loving kindness and 
mercy’. This year, the choir of 
Sacred Heart, Thohoyandou led the 
singing, with a beautiful atmos-
phere created through ululation, 
song and dance.

According to Chris Mphaphuli, 
the chairperson of the Archdio-
cesan Pastoral Council, and also a 
personal friend of Benedict Daswa, 
pilgrims from across the globe 
have frequented the Assumption 
parish in Nweli, to come to pray 
and give witness  to favours grant-
ed through the intercession of 
Blessed Benedict. 

Ahead of the celebration, a 
Novena prayer and the recitation 
of the Rosary was done throughout 
the nine days prior to the feast day, 
invoking the name of Blessed 
Benedict Daswa to intercede for 
everyone in overcoming the chal-
lenges faced in daily lives.The 
annual celebration commemorates 
the heroic faith of the converted 
Catholic lay man who gave up his 
own life for opposing consultation 
of diviners and witchcraft. 

At the celebration, 
about 50 priests were 
in attendance, with 
Bishop Emeritus 
Hugh Slattery, who 
started the enquiry to 
have Benedict 
Daswa recognised as a martyr also 
assisting. Among the special guests 
were the children of Blessed 
Benedict Daswa, some relatives, 
chiefs and members of the mayoral 
board from the district of Nzhelele. 

The moving liturgy of the day 
was followed by a procession to 
the altar where people gave rever-
ence to the relics of Benedict 
Daswa. The reliquary was present-
ed to the clergy attending by 
Bishop Joao and by Rev Jonas 
Letlalo to all those who wanted to 
venerate. 

People from other faith denomi-
nations, including ZCC and the 
Lutheran church, attended and 
wore their church uniforms; a true 
sign that the people of South 
Africa, especially of Limpopo 
have embraced the idea of having 
our very own hailed a local saint. 

In his homily, Bishop Joao 
explained that red was used as the 
colour of the day as a sign of 
marking Bl Benedict’s martydom. 
Because of this, South Africa’s 
first martyr’s life and death bears 
the fruits that God is looking for in 
our lives. “In his short lifetime, he 
lived righteously, and was like a 
grain of wheat, cultivating the 
Holy Spirit that is powerful in 
overcoming the forces of dark-
ness,” said Bishop Joao. He 

described Bl Daswa as ‘a man of 
peace and a shield of faith’. 

While we acknowledge his holy 
death, we also acknowledge the 
fruits he bore by touching the lives 
of the many people of his commu-
nity who remember him for his 
remarkable works in sharing with 
those who didn’t have, and for 
teaching people Christian virtues, 
he said. 

The Diocese of Tzaneen hopes 
to start development at the 
Benedict Daswa Shrine site in 
Tshitanini in July, with the build-
ing of a church where the mortal 
remains of Blessed Benedict, 
together with his wife, will be 
moved, according to Chris 
Mphaphuli. 

Catholics are requested to for-
ward their testimonies in favours 
received through the intercession 
of Blessed Benedict to The Daswa 
Cause Promoter on P.O.Box 261, 
Tzaneen,0850 or by email on 
bendaswa@mweb.co.za. 

Ahead of this great task, people 
can make donations to:
Bank: Standard Bank, 
Branch: 052749 
Name of Account: Diocese of 
Tzaneen: Project Daswa 
Account Number: 33 09 06 313

Lebo WA Majahe

What do people say about  
Blessed Benedict Daswa?

Left: Deacon Jonas Letlalo holding the 
reliquary, containing the first class rel-
ics of Bl. Benedict Daswa – his 
bone.

Right: Bishop Emeritus Hugh 
Slattery venerates the relics of 

Blessed Benedict Daswa 
Below: Bishop Joao Rodrigues, 
Bishop Emeritus Hugh Slattery 
and Rev Deacon Jonas Letlalo

Benedict Daswa –
faithful to the end
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The parish of Blessed Joseph 
Gerard, Orange Farm cele-
brated the life and death of 

Blessed Benedict Samuel Daswa on 
5 February. The faithful wore t-shirts 
bearing the face of the smiling 
Blessed Benedict accompanied by 
the powerful message, ‘Pray and 
Work. 

The first reading spoke of sharing. 
The reading was linked with Bl 
Daswa in that he believed in sharing 
whatever little riches he had. 

“I am so impressed by the way you 
chose to remember our own South 
African saint-to-be. Imagine how 
blessed we are to have such a man 
from our own shores! He was killed 
for refusing to contribute R5 for 

witch-hunting which he did not 
believe in,” said Deacon Mashinini. 

To prove that he was indeed a 
man of God, Bl Daswa asked his 
killers to allow him to pray before 
they killed him, he continued. He 
applauded the wonderful 
celebration engineered by the men 
of the parish and encouraged them 
to do more for the church. He told 
them that they were the salt and 
light of today, the Daswa’s of the 
parish. A poem dedicated to  
Bl Daswa was recited to the 
congregation.            Nyasha Kumurai

Congratulations to Sechaba Diphoko who was 
accepted as a seminarian at St Francis Xavier, 

Cape Town.
Sechaba was a senior altar server and a parishioner 

at Our Lady of Mercy / Mmamohao, Emndeni.
Prayers should be said for all young men and 

women discerning vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life.

Meisy Maredi

Celebrating the feast 
of Blessed 
Benedict Daswa

New Seminarian, Cape Town

Fr Benno Singer with the children
Fr Benno Singer flanked by  

the men of Orange Farm

Below: The faithful during Mass

On 11 February, the clergy, 
religious men and women 
and the faithful gathered 

at St Angela, Dobsonville to 
celebrate with the Companions of 
St Angela. Sr Kgomotso Majoafi 
was professing her first vows of 
poverty, charity and chastity, 
whilst Sr Nurse Angela Tladi 
celebrated her silver jubilee. 

Mass was said by Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale with bishop emeri-
tus, Patrick Mvemve, Frs Thabo 
Motshegwa, Theodore Macupe, 
Innocent Daniel, Rathokoa 
Mokone from Kimberly’s diocese 
and parish priest, Fr Francis 
Muturi concelebrating.  

The Archbishop, in his homily, 
said, “Over a long period of time 
many things will put you off, 
disappoint you, put doubt in your 
heart, but, when they do, you 
should revisit today’s 
commitment. 

“Revisit the first decision you 
made to enter religious life. 
Recall when you first fell in love 
with your invisible spouse. 

“That love between you and 
your spouse is supposed to grow 
and not diminish,” he said.

He proposed to offer the 
sisters “a woman who will help 
strengthen your relationship with 
your invisible spouse.”

“Learn from Mary - she went 
through, challenges, hardships 
pain and suffering in her 
vocation, but she persevered. I 
urge and encourage you to 
believe like Mary. 

“For you, too today are 
blessed among women, are full 
of grace and are God’s choice. 
Let these words flood your heart 
and become a source of strength 
to you. She kept all these things 
in her heart. You, too, keep all 
these words in your heart so that 
you may grow stronger in your 
faith, more faithful in your belief 
and always expect God’s blessing 
until the end of your days,”  
he concluded. 

Everybody was in high spirits 
and even the Archbishop 
committed himself to the sisters 
saying, “Anything you ask from 
me today, you will get – except  
a car.”

The Archbishop thanked the 
parents for being generous with 
their children and encouraged 
them to do so till the end. 

Sr Kgomotso now wears a 

First profession of Sr Kgomotso CSA 
and Silver Jubilee of Sr Nurse CSA

Vocations Day 
retreat 

 

The Medjugorje Youth Prayer 
Group of St Therese, 

Edenvale opened the year with  
a Vocations Day retreat at the 
Mazenod Centre/OMI Centre in 
Germiston in February. The 
guest speakers Diana Chigumba 
and Moses Goosen, spoke on 
single life, Dillon Naicker and 
his wife spoke on married life 
and Sr Juliana Abioye on 
religious life. It was a great and 
inspiring day. 

Catherine Matthee 

Happy birthday, 
Fr Malesela
St Theresa, Zondi celebrated the 
birthday of their parish priest,  
Fr Malesela Dikgale on 5 February. 
Fr Malesela was showered with 
presents.                      

Victor Makhoba

Papi and Mandisa Majoafi pre-
senting their daughter to the 
church

Sr Nurse, Archbishop Buti and  
Sr Kgomotso/Therese

black veil to show she is no 
longer a novice and has taken on 
the name Therese as she would 
like to emulate St Therese’s 
(Little Flower) humility. 

Parent Papi Majoafi said: 
“When our daughter told us she 
would like to follow Jesus in this 
way of life, we opened our hearts. 
This is an achievement and we, as 
parents, rejoice with her as this 
has been her dream.  

Moderator General, Sr Nkhen-
sani Shibambu congratulated both 
sisters. She thanked the Arch-
bishop for availing himself, the 
clergy for celebrating Mass, the 
religious and fellow Companions 
for making the day special.  

Lerato Mohone

On the weekend of the  
28 and 29 January, the 
parish pastoral council 

of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Vereeniging, unveiled the parish 
mission statement.  Fr Bafana 
Hlatshwayo celebrated the 
weekend with parishioners.

The statement is: ‘To draw all 
members into a deep, personal 
relationship with Jesus through 
new evangelisation and working 

New mission statement
together as a loving, welcoming 
community.’

   Through the mission 
statement, the Lord is inviting 
parishioners to a deeper, more 
intimate relationship with Him, 
as individuals and as a 
community. This invitation 
comes out of His great love for 
us, and our response is full of 
joy and thanksgiving, but we 
need to find practical ways in 
living out our response. 

Anita Texeira

Fr Henri Gonsan MSA, Fr Bafana 
Hlatshwayo (obscure), Fr Emmanuel 

Dim SMA and Otelina Ramos
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... Dawn Park 
Fr Anthony Spencer commis-
sioned catechists from The 
Church of the Resurrection, 
Dawn Park on Commissioning 
Sunday.         Pics: Modjadji Motupa

COMMISSIONING SUNDAY
Fr Keith Gordon Davis of the 

Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston, blesses parish cate-
chists at the evening Mass on  
Saturday, 11 February. Deacon 
Arnold Choi is on the right.  
Catechists pledged to diligently 
teach the tenets of the church and 
to live an exemplary life. As a 
reminder of their commitment, 
they each received a candle 
which, said Fr Keith, they should 
light in prayer when preparing 
their lesson. Other catechists  
were commissioned at the other 
Sunday masses. 

Judy Stockill

... St Theresa
From right Mrs Mthethwa,  
Mrs Makhathini, Lilly Whitby, 
Zandi Madlebe, Hlubi Radebe, 
Vuyelwa Sibisi, Lucy Tshabalala, 
Seipati Nyoni, Vumile Vezi,  
Princess Mswane and Thandi 
Ndlovu, were commissioned by 
Rev Edward Nyembe. 

Parish priest of St Albert, Vosloorus Fr Similo Mngadi commis-
sioned catechists on 5 February. 

... St Peter
A special visit by 
the OMI scholastics
St Peter Claver was visited by 
scholastics who were taking a 
break from their retreat with  
Fr Tom Segami OMI at Magalies-
burg on the 19 January. Some of 
the scholastics are in their final 
year towards priesthood.

Pic: Sello Mokoka

... Actonville

Rev Deacon Basie van 
Rooyen at the Community 
Centre with a number of 
people who come in daily 
to the centre for a plate of 
food. The Holy Rosary, 
Krugersdorp parish assists 
with the feeding of about 
300 people from Krugers-
dorp, Munsieville and 
Kagiso on a daily basis.

Catechists 
Commissioned

Krugersdorp 
Outreach

On 5 February, Fr Boniface 
D’Souza, parish priest of  
St Joseph’s, Actonville, commis-
sioned 11 catechists during the 
Eucharistic celebration.

In his opening words he said 
that Catechists are the light and 
the salt to those they teach and 
that he appreciates the dedication 
they have in teaching the faith.

Nicole Moonsammy

... St Albert
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The top floor of a parking 
garage in the open at 
sunset is not a usual Mass 

venue, but that is where Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale celebrated 
Mass on Saturday, 4 February  
for about 500 parishioners of  
the Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston.

Photographs cannot do justice 
to the uplifting experience of 
celebrating Mass with the 
panorama of the western skyline 
of Johannesburg from 
Observatory to Florida, stretched 
out behind the celebrant against a 
backdrop of heavy Highveld 
storm clouds and the setting sun. 
A short shower of gentle rain fell 
during Mass, evocative of the 
holy water with which the 
Archbishop had sprinkled the 
parkade in blessing it.

The Archbishop also cut a 
ribbon and unveiled a plaque 
commemorating the opening and 
blessing of the parkade. Mass was 
followed by a reception at which 
the Archbishop Buti cut a cake to 
open the feast.

Panama will host World Youth 
Day (WYD) in 2019. It is a 
small country, but the 

Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference Youth Department has 
faith that the church will be able to 
organise the event. Its canal and a 
bridge between two continents, will 
give WYD a distinctive character. 
The international WYD organisers 
are confident the event will draw 
millions of people.  

Locally, in the Archdiocese, the 
organisation has begun, and the 
organising committee has been set 
up, headed by Frs Jonathan Peter-
sen OMI and Rodney George OMI, 
under the umbrella of the youth 
office. The days for encounters and 
meetings are also in place.

Registration opened in February 

Parking space and access for 
parishioners attending church 
became critical when the city sold 
the public parking to the shopping 
centre next door to the parish in 
2006, leaving the large parish 
which serves Bryanston and 
Catholics in the area to the north 
of the N1 with only 120 parking 
bays. After spending some years 
contesting the city’s decision 
without success, it was decided to 
solve the problem by building a 
parking garage. Work commenced 
in June 2016. Fr Keith Gordon-
Davis thanked all the parishioners 
and others involved in the 
negotiations, construction and 
financing of the project.

In his homily Archbishop Buti 
spoke of Christians’ duty to show 
mercy to one another; reminded 
congregants that our faith is 
founded in God and, likening the 
followers of Jesus to salt and 
water, exhorted the faithful to be 
witnesses to Christ.

And, with the Palmist, the 
Archbishop praised the beauty of 
the city.                      Judy Stockill

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale gives the final blessing atop the new parish 
parkade in Bryanston. On the horizon to the left is the Hillbrow Tower and 
Ponte. The Cathedral is located over the brow between the two. To the left 
is Deacon Rev Arnold Choi and on the right Fr Keith Gordon-Davis,  
parish priest.

Parking Problem 
Solved

and will close in July. A R5 000 
deposit is required when the regis-
trations close, of which R3 000 is 
non-refundable should there be a  
cancellation. The estimated total 
cost is R35 000, subject to change 
once plans and dates are confirmed. 
Pilgrims who wish to attend must be 

at least 16 years of age.
Everyone registering must bring 

a recommendation letter from 
their priest, indicating their 
involvement in parish activities. 
This is very important as no 
favours will be done to overrule 
this condition. Pilgrims are 
advised to link with youth from 
neighbouring parishes for ideas in 
taking forward their fundraising 
activities. Priests, parents and par-
ish finance committees are also 
asked to give necessary support 
to young people so that they will 
be able to attend this momentous 
event with the Pope. 

For further queries please  
contact the Youth Office on  
011 402-6400.         Lebo WA Majahe

Continued from page 1.

Archbishop Buti said those  
who are diseased, impoverished, 
exploited, imprisoned, rejected  
or overburdened can see their 
predicament through the prism of 
Mary, the Mother of Mercy. Mary 
is also the Mother of Sorrows. 
When her only Son was despised, 
spat upon, rejected and hanged on 
the Cross, “a sword pierced her 
soul”. 

“Pain consumed her. She shared 
in the “act of self-emptying” with 
her crucified Son. She stood 
beneath the cross until her Son 
died. This, according to Vatican 
Council was part of God’s plan. 
(Lumen Gentium … Mother of the 
Redeemer 18. 1-18.3). In spite of  
a mother’s pain, Mary persevered 
because “she believed” (Lk. 1.45). 
She believed that nothing was 
impossible to God. She was 
steadfast. In the end she 
triumphed. Hence all generations 
call her blessed. A sterling model 
for all mothers, for all believers, 
for all pilgrims.

“We declare 2017 the Year of 
Devotion to Mary to coincide with 
the building of the Monument of 
Mercy, at the invitation of Pope 
Francis. The project of the Shrine 
of Mary, the Mother of Mercy, is 
dedicated to Our Lady. We hope it 
will become a place of prayer, of 
God’s consolation, a spiritual 
refuge and a house of mercy to  
all the pilgrims,” concludes the 
Archbishop.

‘You are the light 
that enlightens 
others’ – this was 

the theme of the 
annual retreat for the catechists. 
The day of recollection was held 
on 11 February at St Patrick’s, La 
Rochelle. Around 400 catechists 
from different parts of the Arch-
diocese nourished their hearts with 
a spiritual food.

The recollection day was facili-
tated by Fr Boniface D’Souza and 
Sr Tarsycja Groblica. Fr Boniface, 
referring to the theme of the day, 
said: “Being a catechist begins 
with Christ. You must look at 
Christ. You must seek Christ and 
love Christ. And when you have 
light of Christ within yourself and 
when you know Him, automatic-

Have you often felt left out after missing Mass due to 
other  commitments? Now you can attend Mass “Holy 

Qurbana” of the East Syrian liturgy. The Syro-Malabar are 
Catholic by faith, and are described as Indian by culture 
and East Syrian in liturgy. The church was founded by  

St Thomas the Apostle, who established Christian com-
munities in different parts of India. There is no difference 

between the Roman Latin Catholics and Syro-Malabar churches. Both are an 
integrated part of the Catholic church with the same importance and stance. 
Both churches are under the administration of Rome and have the Pope as 
the head. Since the East Syrian Church is in full communion with the Holy 

See, Roman Catholics can attend the 
Holy Qurbana, participate and receive 
Communion. 

Fr Albin Paul Nallakuttu celebrates 
Mass at the Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston every Sunday afternoon 
at16h30. For information contact  
Fr Albin Paul on 061- 924 8966 or email 
nallakkuttu@gmail.com    Lebo WA Majahe

ally you are able to pass the light 
of faith to others. You start to shine 
with the light of Christ to others 
not even knowing about it.” 

Sr Tarsycja led the introduction to 
the meditation on the Gospel 
passage (Jn 8:12-20) which says 
that whoever follows Jesus cannot 
walk in darkness. Where there is no 
Jesus, there is no hope. Where there 
is no Jesus, there is only darkness. 
If we would take Jesus out of the 
Divine Mercy image, there would 
remain a black background. This is 
what our life looks like when we 
don’t have Jesus in it.”

She continued: “Jesus saying ‘I 
am the Light of the world’ wants to 
tell us that He is our guide and our 
protection as was the pillar of fire 
at the desert during the exodus 
from Egypt.” 

In silence the catechists reflected 
on the Word of God and those dark 

Catechists’ annual retreat

Above: Catechists 
during adoration

Fr Boniface

Syro-Malabar church 
in Johannesburg

Fr Albin Paul 
Nallakkuttu

places in their lives where they are 
somehow separated from God. 

Catechists expressed the 
advantages and challenges of 
serving as catechists. Catechists 
had a happy and spiritually- 
fruitful day and left with the 
mandate Fr Boniface gave in his 
homily to ‘go and spread the light 
of Jesus to others and build the 
Kingdom of God at their parishes’. 

Sr Tarsycja
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Fr Miguel De Lemos 20-03-55     
Fr Bernard Hession   05-03-66
Fr Gregory Brooke   18-03-61
Fr Albert Nolan      18-03-61
Fr Hyacinth Ennis    09-03-68
Fr Inigo Alvarez  
   de Toledo  28-03-00
Fr Obaedo Hubert   19-03-12
Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi  01-03-14
Fr Joseph Luyombya      01-03-14
Rev Vincent Booysen     12-03-16
Rev Sang Ryomg Choi  12-03-16
Rev Dennis Gregory      12-03-16
Rev Robert Johnstone    12-03-16
Rev Louis Khumalo       12-03-16
Rev Simon Koenane       12-03-16
Rev Philippe 
   Lukusa-Lumpungu 12-03-16
Rev Israel Maoyi            12-03-16
Rev Sebhamu Mashinini  12-03-16
Rev Mpumelelo Mcunu 12-03-16
Rev Paulos Mochesa 12-03-16

Rev Majorobela Moloi 12-03-16
Rev Mnimzana Mpambani 
 12-03-16
Rev Arthur Tsele 12-03-16
Rev Johan van Rooyen 12-03-16

1st    Fr Martin O’Connell
3rd   Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde and 
       Fr Joseph Nnadi
8th   Rev Terence Fox
14th Fr Benno Singer and
       Rev Sang Ryomg Choi
18th Fr Eduardo Guarin
23rd Fr James Towell
24th Fr Pawel Michalowski and
       Fr Martin Reilly
29th Rev Keith McKenzie
31st Fr Carlos Gabriel
 

1st Rev John Rahme
5th Fr James Ralston

We celebrate with our Priests & Deacons

Ordinations

The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. Remember them in your prayers!

Birthdays in March

... and in early April

Mark presents us with three 
parables about the Word 
of God. The first is the 

story about the sower sowing seed. 
The second speaks about how the 
seed germinates, develops and 
grows to full maturity. This takes 
time, water, nourishment and sun-
light. It is a gradual process. The 
third narrative describes the growth 
of the mustard seed. The smallest 
seed has the potential for extraordi-
nary growth. Our journey with and 
in the Word is illustrated in all 
three.

Mark wedges four challenges to 
us between the first and second 
parables. Here’s one of them.

21 He said to them, “Is a lamp 
brought in to be put under the 
bushel basket, or under the bed, 
and not on the lampstand?  22 For 
there is nothing hidden, except to 
be disclosed; nor is anything secret, 
except to come to light. 23 Let  
anyone with ears to hear, listen!” 
(Mk 4: 21 – 23) 

The Word here is a symbol of 
Jesus’ Word. What are we going to 
do with it? Jesus, leading by exam-
ple, tells us that:

I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life. (Jn 8: 12)

We, like Jesus, are expected to 
enlighten the world. Disciples need 
to purify their lives with the Word 
if they are to attract others to the 
Truth.

Speaking directly to us, Jesus 
says:

Your light must shine before oth-
ers, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your heavenly 
Father. (Mt 5: 16) 

Central to all of these thoughts is 
our listening to the Word of God.

The Church draws life not from 
herself but from the Gospel, and 
from the Gospel she discovers the 
direction for her journey. This is an 
approach every Christian must 
understand and apply to himself or 
herself: only those who first place 
themselves in an attitude of listen-
ing to the Word can go on to be-
come heralds of the Word. VD 51

The Word of God is at the basis 
of all Christian Spirituality. VD 86

Now listen as God continues to 
speak through Isaiah.

3 Give ear and come to me; 
listen, that you may live. I will 
make an everlasting covenant with 
you, my faithful love promised to 
you, David.  

We are being invited into a deep 
relationship with our God. Just as 
God loved David so too he promis-
es us his steadfast love. This rela-
tionship is described in 2 Sam 7.

the Lord is with you;
I chose you;

I have been with you  
wherever you went;
I will give you rest;

I will be a father to you and you 
shall be a son / daughter to me;
I will not with draw my favour  

from you.
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the Bible 
Foundation writes about the Word of God 
in response to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

So great is God’s admiration, his 
concern, his love, that he bestows 
on us a glorious commission. 

Matthew closes his Gospel with 
Jesus giving us this same commis-
sion; 
19Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teach-
ing them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remem-
ber, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.» (Mt 28: 19 – 20) 
Mark’s final challenge to us is:
For there is nothing hidden, except 
to be disclosed; nor is anything 
secret, except to come to light.  
(Mk 4: 22) Jesus mission was to 
bring Good News. He called the 
people of his time and us to believe 
that our God, is a God of love, 
mercy, compassion and faithful-
ness. This teaching of Jesus, the 
Word, has the power to transform 
our lives.

12 Indeed, the Word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing until it 
divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. (Heb 4: 12 – 13)
Prayer
Each one of us can echo the words 
of Mary.
The Almighty has done great things 

for me.
Our lives transformed, let us pray:

The Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate (OMI) 2016/17 
novices ceased to be called 

novices on the first Saturday of 
February. They are now referred to 
as religious brothers or scholastics.

Mass was celebrated by 19 
priests at St Augustine, Germiston. 
OMI provincial in the Archdiocese, 
Fr Ronald Cairns OMI was the main 
celebrant. The priests were assisted 
by Rev John Rahme. 

OMI provincials who received 
their vows were Fr Cairns, Fr Vusi 
Mazibuko (KwaZulu-Natal),  

Fr Paul Beukes OMI has been 
appointed the Vicar General for 

the Archdiocese. He starts his duties 
on 1 March. His responsibilities 
include: 
• To facilitate the preparation of the 

diocesan synod as duly convened 
by the Archbishop

• Facilitate the drafting and regular 
review of diocesan policies

• Offer advice to the Archbishop 
regarding the appointment of 
heads of departments in the curia

• Facilitate ongoing formation  
of clergy

• Serve as a liaison between the 
Archbishop and the profes-
sional conduct committee

• Organise funerals for diocesan 
clergy

• Give permission/ mandates for 
liturgical acts and

• Organise the development of 
policies between the Archdio-
cese and the clerical religious 
congregations.    Lebo WA Majahe

New Appointment: Vicar General

Fr Paul Beukes OMI, Vicar General

Fr Rathokoa Mokone (Kimberly and 
Bloemfontein) and Fr Mario Azrak 
(Kenya). After making their first 
oblation of charity, poverty and 
chastity, Fr Cairns declared that they 
could now add the suffix OMI to 
their name. 

Fr Mario Azrak OMI in his homily 
said, “We read in the first reading  
(1 Samuel 3: 3b-10.19) that Samuel 
heard the voice of God and was 
unable to discern it. Your novice 
master, Fr Marole was like Eli, there 
to guide you and discern your call.

“Twenty one years later, I still hear 
the voice of my novice master. There 
will be challenges and tremendous 
joy throughout your vocation,”  
he said.

First oblation of the OMI novices

Brs Thami Mzizi, Phelix Johya,  
Katiso April, Chilengezyo Mutale, 
Muzikayise Mtshali, Louis Sechogela  
and Moses Odhiambo. 

Inset: Fr Ronald Cairns 
congratulating Br Katso.

When assailed by hard times, he 
urged them to ask themselves why 
they chose to be a religious, to be 
an Oblate.   

Fr Cairns thanked their parents 
for the gift of their sons to Jesus 
and His church. “Today you made 
your first profession with the 
intention of committing your life to 
Jesus and the church. We congratu-
late, embrace and love you.”

He also thanked Fr Vitalis Marole 
OMI who had moulded many 
young men into the Oblate as well 
as his assistants Br Maximilian 
Mwakacheya OMI and Fr Rodney 
George OMI. Fr Rodney is assuming 
his new role as novice master.   

“Please pray that the grace of 
God sustain us as we continue 
discerning our vocation and that 
God may bring to fruition the good 
seed he has planted in us,” said  
Br Katiso, who represented the new 
scholastics.

Sr Mary Joseph CSA and  
Sr Catherine Mkhize (Institute of 
Mary Immaculate - Mediatrix of 
Grace), Br Rex Harrison OMI and the 
OMI 2017/18 novices also attended 
the event.                       

 Lerato Mohone

10 As the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven, and 
do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it 
bud and flourish, so that it yields 
seed for the sower and bread 
for the eater, 11 so is my word 
that goes out from my mouth:  
It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for 
which I sent it.                 (Is 55)

4 See, I have made you a 
witness to the peoples. 5 You 
will summon nations that do not 
know, and nations you do not 
know will come running to you, 
because of the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, for he 
has endowed you with  
splendour.”                     (Is 55)

12 Go out in joy and in 
peace;

mountains and hills will burst 
into song before our God,

all the trees of the field will clap 
their hands.

Our lives will be transformed:
13instead of the thorn bush  

juniper will grow.
Instead of briers the myrtle  

will grow.
This will be for the LORD’s 

renown,
for an everlasting sign, that will 

endure forever.”
(Is 55)
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Southern Africa. It is the church’s 
associate body for health in 
Botswana, Swaziland and South 
Africa. Its members include 
hospices, orphan projects, home-
based care projects, primary health 
clinics and HIV/Aids projects and a 
scattering of hospitals.

Director Yvonne Morgan said 
Cathca’s vision is to enable the 
provision of accessible, high-quality 
health care services in Southern 
Africa, especially in rural and 
marginalised communities, in the 
spirit and service of Christ.

Cathca offers Catholic health care 
providers a supportive network. Its 
work is made possible by donations 
in cash and in kind. All donations 
are most welcome and graciously 
received. 

Cathca can be reached at 
011 880 4022.          Lerato Mohone
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First Friday Mass 
of the year 

Fr Alex Muana, celebrated the 
first Friday Mass for chancery 

staff on 3 February. 
In his homily he said, “St John the 

Baptist and Elijah stood for the 
truth, while the two kings, Herod 
and Ahab represented what was 
false and corrupt. 

“In any age, men of power can 
turn into the biggest fools when it 
comes to the wiles of women. King 
Herod knew that John the Baptist 
was a holy man, and was even 
afraid of him. And yet, because of 
his misplaced sense of values, he 
allowed a mere dancer to ruin his 
soul. “Such was the curse of 
adultery that befell him. St John 
lost his head, but gained eternal 
glory; Herod lost his soul and 
gained eternal ridicule. 

“May this serve as a lesson to 
leaders of the present age. Fame 
and power are temporal, but 
punishment for their crimes of 
impunity will be the eternal flames 
of hell,” he said.

Fr Alex prayed that the lives of  
St John and Elijah would inspire 
people to stand up for truth and 
being faithful to God’s laws.

Fr Alex is originally from the 
Philippines. He is parish priest of 
San Salvador, Leondale and is also  
a lecturer at St John Vianney 
Seminary.                     Lerato Mohone

The 11 February is the feast day 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. This 
year’s also marked the 25th 

anniversary of the World Day of the 
Sick which was first celebrated in 
Lourdes.

The Catholic Health Care Asso-
ciation of Southern Africa (Cathca) 
heeded Pope Francis’ call for this 
anniversary to be celebrated in a 
special way. The theme of this year’s 
celebration was ‘The Almighty has 
done great things for me’ - Luke 1: 49.

Cathca offered Mass for the inten-
tions of the sick in the country, and 
the entire world, at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Rivonia  on 12 February.

Mass was celebrated by parish 
priest Fr Peter Doherty. In his homily 
he said, “Yesterday was the feast of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. This feast 
brings to mind the apparitions of 
1858 which Bernadette was the 
recipient of.

Lourdes is a place where people 
come for prayer and where the sick 

What a night it turned out to be 
at the Spiritual Revival wake 

at the Holy Family parish in 
Spruitview which took place from 
27 to 29 January.

The “fever” started on the Friday, 
where Fr Teboho Matseke, the 
parish priest, led a penitential 
service at which attendees had 
penned their confessions on paper. 
These were then stuck onto a cross 
and burnt in a fire in the church 
precinct. The burning followed a 
series of healing scriptural readings 
and homilies shared by Fr Teboho 
and a seminarian, Br Limpho 
Maoela, who has been assigned to 
the parish for his internship.  

On Saturday night, the inimitable 
Fr Sakhi Mofokeng asked ‘What is 
Revival’. What do you revive? Isaiah 
(64:1-11) painted a picture of the 

spiritual revival of Israel which, 
similarly today, is not possible 
without us giving God His place 
and space to work in us. 

To be true Christians, we need 
God to destroy the stumbling 
blocks that inhibit our faith – the 
mountains Habakkuk meets in his 
life (Heb. 1:2-3; 2:2-3).

 “Transformation in our lives 
needs to be a necessity in the same 
way as the apostles whom Christ 
called to be fishers of men (Mk 1: 
10-20) Why fishermen? You smell of 
what you do, as echoed by Pope 
Francis when he says shepherds 
“have to smell like the sheep they 
herd”.

Fr Teboho said our calling has to 
be a commitment in which what 
we do has consequences. This is 
amply reflected in the Beatitudes: 
‘You do this and the reward is … ’

Fr Teboho Matseke

are brought and they receive 
healing, continued Fr Peter.

 “It is a place of great prayer and 
great service. We are also called to 
service and prayer. Today we join 
Cathca in their mission,” he said.  

Do we use our energy, talents, 
ability to care and serve others, he 
asked.

“That is what it means to live a 
Christian life. Each one of us has the 
opportunity every day. The church 
has always considered the great 
needs of those who are sick. 

“Sickness is a very demanding 
time for those who are sick and for 
those looking after them. We wish 
to find healing and strength, but, in 
all that, we need to accept we are 
mortal,” he said.

Our Lord Jesus suffered but He 
rose again. This inspires those who 
are involved in health care. 

Cathca was founded in 1988 and 
makes up a significant part of non-
governmental health care service in 

Fr Peter Doherty flanked by members of 
CATHCA Tinashe Mandikonza, Yvonne  

Morgan, Elvira Rohrbeck and Melese Shula.Celebration of 
25th World Day of the Sick

The Salesian Youth Movement in Gauteng celebrated the feast of Don 
Bosco on 28 January with a full day’s programme which included 
reflection on the Salesian Strenna for 2017 with the theme ‘We are 
family – every home a school of life and love’. This theme calls on the 
Salesian family to focus on the family with all its challenges and 
opportunities for growth in relation to Amoris Laetitia. The young  
people discussed this topic at length and reflected on their own role 
within their families and how to make it a place of life and love. The 
Eucharistic celebration was the highlight of the programme, followed 
by fun and games in true Salesian style.                 Br Clarence Watts SDB
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Fr Teboho and Br Limpho Maoela 
carrying the cross with confessions.

The confessions are burned.
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CWL Vaal Deanery’s Retreat
The Catholic Women’s League (CWL) from the Vaal deanery partici-
pated in a retreat from 10 to 12 February at St Francis Xavier, Evaton.

The retreat was facilitated by Fr Simphiwe Kheswa and Fr Sergio 
Lorenzini. This was the CWL Vaal deanery’s first retreat. They wish to 
have it annually as it helps people revive themselves in matters of faith.

Bohope Moeketsi

Mpuso Thuntsi

Fr Teboho anointing  
parishioners with holy oil.


