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ADNews will be hosting a free 
photographic and cap-

tion-writing workshop. Anyone 
interested in submitting articles for 
the newspaper and for our website 
www.catholicjhb.org.za can attend.
Date: Saturday, 2 June
Time: 09h00 to 13h00
Venue: Cathedral Hall

FREE 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
WORKSHOP

The day includes a free hotdog, 
juice and tea/coffee.

Tim Barnard, a well-known  
photographer from The Star will 
conduct the photographic work-
shop. He will teach people how to 
make the best use of their cameras 
and cellphone cameras.

For bookings please email: 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
Please book only if you are certain 
you will be able to attend as our 
numbers are limited.

Telephone (011) 402 6400 • www.catholicjhb.org.za
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MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million

 May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

R11 700 651

R11 770 442
R12 013 696

R6 140 840

R6 966 141

R4 563 973
R3 396 078

R6 678 495 R7 257 500

11
Call-A-Catholic

R8 076 505

From left: Nomvula Matlala, Selina Mzaca, Susan Matshoge, Sr Cecilia 
Anawanti, Pascaline Mabitle and Pamela Gongxeka.          Pic: Lerato Mohone

Continued on page 8.

Continued on page 5.
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6CSO News Oblates mergeOblates merge
9

By invitation of Prof Garth Abra-
hams, President of the Catholic 
university in Victory Park, Fr 

Patrick Noonan OFM launched his 
latest book at St Augustine College 
on 20 February.

Opening his address, Fr Paddy, 
as he is known to many who were 
in audience, listed current topical 
issues facing South Africa among 
the topics he was not going to speak 
about. His book ‘Help! My Granny’s 
Dog is a Racist!’ is like that, easier to 
define by what it isn’t than what it is.

Fr Patrick went on to give 11 rea-
sons why he wrote the book. Among 
them is that he is a Franciscan, an 
adherent of St Francis, world peace-
builder, and ‘all Franciscans should 
talk peace and reconciliation’.

“There is work to be done,” said 
Fr Patrick, speaking about healing 
the hurts of our apartheid past and 
addressing the racism that is still 
alive in our society. He urged those 
present to ‘love South Africa enough 
to do something’, but warned that 
people accepting the challenge to 

work for reconciliation would find 
themselves ‘on their own’. Never-
theless, we should try even in small 
ways as did St Therese of Lisieux; 
there are plenty of examples of 
practical reconciliation in the scrip-
tures and, of course, there are  
accounts of racism and peace-
making in the book which will get 
readers thinking and acting –  
differently, he added.

Fr Patrick hopes the book will 
become a handbook for building 
bridges of hope and tolerance in 
parishes and schools. 

Fr Patrick Noonan’s books 
are available from the Pauline’s 
Bookshop or directly from pnoon-
anofm@gmail.com. See Fr Noonan’s 
other titles on www.patricknoonan-
books.org.za

Judy Stockill

Help! My Granny’s 
Dog is a Racist!
Help! My Granny’s 
Dog is a Racist!

Fr Patrick Noonan, author of the best 
seller “They’re Burning the Churches”, a 
history of resistance in the Vaal, shares 

a lighter moment with his publicity 
team, the Kgongoane sisters, Didi 

(left) and Obakeng at the launch of his 
latest book.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Celebrating its 88th year this 
year, the Women’s World 
Day of Prayer continues 

to receive warm welcome from 
women from all walks of life – 
globally. Radio Veritas and Radio 
Pulpit hosted this ecumenical 
service at Regina Mundi, Moroka 
on 3 March.

The theme, extracted from 
Genesis, was 1: 1 -30 “All of God’s 
creation is good”.

Fr Zweli Mlotshwa OMI, said 

women have the ‘innate ability 
to recall even minute details of 
events’, adding that he was certain 
their husbands can attest to it. He 
invited them to recall moments 
where God carried them through 
trying times and how that should 
remind them that He will never 
forsake them. 
The Republic of Suriname was 
this year’s host country. Accounts 
of eight women from the country’s 

A huge celebration will be 
held to mark 200 years of 
Catholicism in South 

Africa in our Archdiocese at the 
Mother of Mercy Shrine in 
Magaliesburg on Saturday,  
21 April. 

The programme will start at the 
Shrine with the Rosary at 09h20. 
This will be followed by Mass at 
10h00 with Archbishop Buti Tlha-
gale OMI as the main celebrant.

The entrance procession will 
include representations of different 
cultures which make up the 
universal church. 

Bishops who have served the 
Archdiocese and who have since 
passed away, will be remembered 

Archdiocesan bicentennial 
celebration of Catholicism 
in South Africa

in a special way. After Mass, there 
will be adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Provision has been made for 
those wanting to walk up the 
mountain at the Shrine, to pray for 
their personal intentions and/or 
that of the building of the Shrine. 
Annastasia Mphuthi, Head of the 
office of Divine Worship and 
Liturgy said the Shrine will be 
‘our future pilgrim place and most 
of our Archdiocesan events will 
now be hosted there’. 

The Archbishop has encour-
aged the faithful to attend and 
celebrate the milestone which will 
also familiarise parishioners with 
the Shrine.

“A shrine is a place where we 
venerate the Mother of our 
Saviour, Our Redeemer. It is 
therefore also a place where we 
bring our pain and sufferings in 
search of relief. It is a place where 
we pray together as a family of 
Catholics,” he added.  

   The faithful are being urged 
to organise buses, to avoid 
parking problems. People 
attending are requested to bring 
their camp chairs and donate at 
least R50 that will go towards the 
fundraising for the Shrine. The 
Catholic Women’s League will 
also be fundraising by selling 
refreshments.                      

Lerato Mohone  

Benedict Daswa 
Women’s 

pilgrimage

Under the theme, “Woman, 
what do you want from me?” 

some 2 000 women gathered at 
the Benedict Daswa shrine site  
in Tshitanini for an all-night 
Lenten retreat on the weekend of  
17 to 18 March. 

The event was organised 
through the Office of the Laity, 
from the Southern African  
Catholics’ Bishops Conference 
(SACBC), with Fr Sakhi Mofo-
keng as the head of the depart-
ment. The programme began in 
the afternoon where pilgrims had 
the opportunity to walk in the 
footsteps of Blessed Benedict 
from Tshitanini to Nweli. The  
pilgrims were taken to places 
which were of significance to 
Blessed Benedict Daswa, includ-
ing the parish he helped build and 
where his remains are lying. His 
family home was also visited, 
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Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King
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CONFIRMATIONS  
IN APRIL

Pray for the candidates!
Sun 22 08:00 Regina Mundi 
  Moroka
Sun 29 08:00 Our Lady of Peace 
  Kagiso 2

PATRONAL FEASTS IN APRIL

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?    COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

PILGRIMAGE TO UGANDA
Fr S’milo Mngadi and St Albert’s 

Parish-Vosloorus request you to join 
them in a pilgrimage to the

Uganda Martyrs’ Shrine and the
Our Lady of Kibeho, Rwanda

from the 30 May - 7 June 2018.

For more information, please
contact Fr S’milo on 072 110 8613 or 

email similomngadi@yahoo.com

Join the Bat Kol Scripture group 
Explore the book of Isaiah 

THE TEACHINGS OF ISAIAH 
Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great 
poet and an acute politician, but 
above all he was a prophet. For 
hundreds of years after Isaiah’s 
death his disciples continued in 

his tradition writing prayers, 
oracles and stories of faith.  

21 April 12:00 – 4:00pm 
and third Saturday of every month

Venue: Holy Family College, 
Parktown

R120 includes notes and tea/coffee 
– please bring own lunch 

Sister Marie Andre Mitchell snd.
072-250-4944

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion), Catholics must be told,  

for their eternal welfare, and survival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill  :  pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

1st  Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston (1968)
8th Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
24th  Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996)
23rd  Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
29th  St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado Park (1974)
 St Catherine’s Chapel of Ease, Selcourt, (1965)
30th  Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng (1962)

Pope’s Intentions: 
April

Universal: For those who have 
Responsibility in Economic 
Matters – That economists may 
have the courage to reject any 
economy of exclusion and know 

how to open new paths.

Sunday 8 April 
Concelebrated 

Divine Mercy Mass

Community Masses

CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Adoption, 
the loving option.

Terms and conditions apply.

Date: 21 April 2018
 
Venue: Mother of Mercy Shrine, Magaliesburg
 
Mass Celebration starts at 10h00

For more information contact Liturgy Dept. 
Tel: 011 402 6400  |  Email: liturgy@catholicjhb.org.za

ALL CATHOLICS ARE INVITED BY THE ARCHBISHOP 
TO CELEBRATE TOGETHER WITH HIM.

The Archdiocesan 
Bicentennial Celebration
( Catholic Church 200 Years in South Africa)

A competition to design a new logo and statue for the new Mother 
of Mercy Shrine in the Magaliesburg.
Entries for the competition, launched last year, were few.

People are encouraged to send their entrees to 
paxcharlie@gmail.com 

The specifications of the design for the logo should include: 
• The design should be simple, attractive and easily identified.
• The design must depict something of relevance or something 

which is authentic to the Archdiocese.
• The design should be restricted to only four principal colours 

or less.

The specifications for the design of a statue should include:
• The design of the statue should be easily identified 

with Johannesburg.
• The colour should reflect the colours of Our Lady.

Web link: http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/mother-of-mercy-logo-
competition/ or use http://bit.ly/MarianShrine

The Shrine logo/statue 
competition

Weekend 27-29 APRIL
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

back in Gauteng
Bertoni Centre, 
Pretoria North

Bookings Cecilia Chinga
083 395-0031 

cecietam@gmail.com
Contact Fr Benno Singer 
or Fr Clement Senekane 

for more information.

Saturday 14 April 09h00 – 13:00
Liturgy Group Workshop

Cathedral Hall
For more information contact 

Annastacia Mphuthi at the office 
of Divine Worship and Liturgy, 

011 402-6400 or liturgy@
catholicjhb.org.za

Echoing the Word
An opportunity for Catechists to 
study and pray the Scriptures; an 

enriching experience in 7 sessions.
SESSION 1

14 April Emmanuel, Zone 14, 
Sebokeng, VAAL 9:30-1:30

21 April Cathedral, CENTRAL 
9:30-1:30

5 May Christ the King, Orlando 
East, Soweto, 9:30-1:30

SESSION 2
5 May St Francis De Sales, 
Lawley, VAAL, 9:30-1:30

12 May Cathedral, CENTRAL, 
9:30-1:30

All are welcome.
Contact Catechetical Dept

Monday 7 May, 08:30
St Therese, Edenvale

Mass to celebrate centenary 
and promotion of the cause
100th anniversary of the birth of 
Domitilla Rota Hyams and petition 
for the promotion of the Cause 
towards the Beatification of Danny 
& Domitilla Hyams as a couple.

Contact Nichollette Muthige 
on 011 609 7246 

or marketing@littleeden.org.za

Confession at 14:00 
followed by adoration

Mass at 15:30
Mother of Sorrows, Kensington

8 April
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Holy Mass at 3 pm
Our Lady of Lebanon

Maronite Catholic Church
Liefde en Verde

Confessions from 14:00
Praise & Worship from 14:15
Divine Mercy Chaplet, 14:50
Contact Joe 082-411-9352 or 

Jenny, (061) 418 9333;
(011) 680 9731

Francophone Community 
Divine Mercy

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
SEMINAR 

Sundays : 15 April to 3 June
12:30-15:00

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Armand 011 613 5333

(French Seminar)

Friday 11 May 
from 18:00 till morning

ALL-NIGHT PRAYER 
IN THE UPPER ROOM

Celebrating 200 Years 
of Catholic Worship and Witness 

in Southern Africa

St Albert the Great, Vosloorus
Praise & Worship, Penitential 

Service, Breaking of the Word, 
Rosary Candlelight Procession, 
Benediction, Healing Service  

and Holy Eucharist.
Parish office (011) 907 3500


 Choirs wishing to perform 

call Fr S’milo, 072-110-8613 
or inbox him on Facebook “Don 

Similo Mngadi”

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

www.catholicjhb.org.za
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

3

Local variations 
from Parish to Parish

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

Best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter to all our readers! 

This month we have several  
questions from a teenager who has 
noticed differences between  
several parishes.

Why is incense used in some 
churches and not in others?

I wonder if you are asking why 
some parishes use incense every 
Sunday while others hardly ever 
bother, or do you want to know 
why some Christian denomina-
tions have incense in their litur-
gies, while others have rejected it 
entirely? Let me take each of 
these in turn.

Before the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-1965) the Sunday 
Eucharist could be celebrated as 
either a “High Mass” or a “Low 
Mass”. High Mass meant that 
three priests stood on each of the 
steps leading up to the altar, one 
taking the role of the priest, anoth-
er that of the deacon, while the 
third acted as sub-deacon.

Chanting, incense, and a lot of 
ceremonial was included to make 
the experience seem an other-
worldly experience, or foretaste of 
heavenly worship. Low Mass, on 
the other hand, could be done by 
one priest with just a single altar 
server to make the responses. In 
larger parishes with several clergy 
there might be two or three Low 
Masses each Sunday morning, 
with a High Mass at 10.30 or 
11.00am.

After Vatican II, when the Mass 
was put into the vernacular lan-
guages and popular music 
replaced chant, some priests mod-
elled their Sunday celebration on 
the Low Mass, only bringing out 
the incense at Easter, Christmas, 
and when the bishop came to pre-
side. In other parishes, the Sunday 
Mass has retained more ceremony, 
including incense. Much depends 
on the style of the local priest, the 
reliability of the altar servers, and 
the amount of time parishioners 
are willing to give to their Sunday 
observance.

Burning incense during worship 
comes to us from the Temple in 
Jerusalem and from the ancient 
Roman cults. Once Christianity 
became the religion of the Roman 
Empire, incense, candles, vest-
ments and such were absorbed 
into Christian liturgy. These have 
continued to be used by all 
branches of the Catholic, Ortho-
dox and Oriental Churches, but 
were rejected by most Protestants 
as being unnecessary, non-biblical 
accretions. Some Anglicans later 
restored such things during their 
gothic revival in the mid nine-
teenth century.

Why do some parishes hold  
hands during the Lord’s Prayer, 
while others do not?

Holding hands during the Our 
Father began creeping in during 
the 1970s. Perhaps it comes from 
movements such as the Charis-
matic Renewal, or perhaps it 
shows the influences that came 
from the USA at that time like the 
“Folk Mass”. The intention of 
holding hands seems to be to 
remind us that if we have one 
Father, then we are members of 
one family who should be loving 
and accepting of one another. 
Holding hands at the Lord’s 
Prayer has persisted wherever the 
local culture appreciates such  
gestures.

There is no rule or rubric in the 
Missal saying that we should hold 
hands and it is not mentioned our 
bishops’ Pastoral Introduction to 
the Order of Mass. Some would 
say that it is counter-productive 
because it takes away from the 
Sign of Peace that usually  
follows.

Is there a reason why some  
parishes have the tabernacle in 
the centre of the sanctuary while 
others have it to one side?

There were no tabernacles in the 
early church. When the Blessed 
Sacrament was reserved for the 
sick, it was kept in a cupboard in 
the sacristy, or even in the homes 
of believers. Later the reserved 
Sacrament became a focus for 
devotion outside of liturgy times, 
being placed in a niche in the 
wall, in a little tower made of 
stone or wood, or in a pyx sus-
pended above the altar. It was not 
until the sixteenth century that the 
middle of the altar top became the 
preferred place for the tabernacle, 
first in Milan and then in Rome, 
and only in the nineteenth century 
were French and German dioceses 
compelled to follow the Roman 
practice. 

After Vatican II the altars were 
detached from the rear walls of 
the churches. In some places the 
tabernacle remained stuck to the 
centre of the wall allowing people 
to see it easily, but giving the 
priest no option but to stand in 
front of it when presiding at 
Mass. The better solution, in  
places with enough space, was to 
create a little chapel or shrine for 
the Blessed Sacrament. Not only 
does this follow the more ancient 
practice, but it separates the  
celebration of the liturgy from 
private devotion outside of liturgy 
times.

About 1 586 catechumens 
from 58 parishes attended 
the Rite of Election 

celebration at the Cathedral on 
Sunday, 18 February. They were 
accompanied by their sponsors and 
Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) coordinators 
together with their well-wishers.  

The annual celebration, which 
was hosted by the office of Divine 
Worship and Liturgy, is designed 
for the Catechumens and the 
calling of the baptised candidates 
into full Catholic Communion.

Chief celebrant, Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale was assisted by Auxiliary 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke. They were 
aided by Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI, 
Vicar General of Liturgy who 
welcomed the congregation and 
the Cathedral administrator,  
Fr Thabo Motshegwa.

“As we are beginning the period 
of Lent, we are being invited to 
prepare ourselves for the Easter 

celebration,” said the 
Archbishop, in his 
homily continued: 
“We are called to 
reflect on our relationship with 
God, and also with ourselves and 
the creation. This is a call to 
ministry to proclaim the good 
news of the Gospel, to heal, to 
console and to become ambassa-
dors for charity and to take care 
of those that are experiencing a 
life of meaninglessness – the 
homeless, the sick and the 
unemployed”, adding.

“God’s intervention in our lives 
is the gift of grace and an 
invitation to conversion”.

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) 
Migrants and Refugee commit-

tee convened at the Cathedral 
boardroom on 20 February. The 
meeting opened with a prayer for 
migrants and refugees led by the 
episcopal vicar for the department 
of refugees and migrants, Fr Pablo 
Velasquez. 

Matters arising from the previous 
meeting reflected there were 
challenges regarding stateless 
children due to the non-registration 
of birth.

Fr Joe Kizito from Aliwal North 
said through their paternity blood 
tests, they managed to get four 
children enrolled in schools. Taking 
care of their offspring is also a 
father’s constitutional duty, he said. 
Unfortunately, they had identified 
men who refused blood tests as 
agreeing to it would be ‘admitting 
responsibility’. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
suggested that reports be in a 

narrative format and where cases 
were isolated, be recorded as such. 

He endorsed the idea of having a 
workshop on different areas of 
advocacy.

Sr Maria de Lurdes explained 
how her office, together with  
three other refugee and migrant 
agencies, wrote a letter to the then 
Department of Home Affairs 
minister, Malusi Gigaba regarding 
the expiration of the Zimbabwe 
Special Permit. By the end of 
August last year, the government 
released the Zimbabwean 
extension permit. 

With most of the beneficiaries 
from Pentecostal churches, Sr Maria 
tabled that more pastors get 
involved to share the load. 

Bishop Duncan Tsoke is the SA 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(SACBC) liaison bishop for Caritas. 
Archbishop Buti is the SACBC 
liaison bishop for Pastoral Care of 
Migrants and Refugees. Sr Maria de 
Lurdes, a Scalabrinian Missionary 

SACBC Migrants and 
Refugee Office meeting

sister is to be the coordinator.   
This will result in Caritas South 

Africa and the migration office 
being hosted under one roof in the 
Archdiocese. Lusungu Kanyama 
Phiri from Lawyers for Human 
Rights said they are willing to take 
on some cases whilst others can be 
referred to voluntary legal services, 
probono. 

Fr Charles Vijay Kumar CSsR, who 
was in the country filming a docu-
film ‘Who’s Your Neighbor’ screened 
snippets of it. He said, among other 
countries, he chose South Africa as 
it has a huge influx of refugees and 
migrants. This will give a broad 
perspective on how to tackle 
migration crises all over the world. 

The day ended with inspiration 
and hope to face the challenges 
that this apostolate sometimes 
present to different agencies in the 
country. 

Lerato Mohone

Rite of Election 
Celebration

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and 
Auxiliary Bishop Duncan Tsoke sign 
on the Books of the Elect presented 

to them by the RCIA coordinators

The Rite of Election service 
included: The presentation of the 
Catechumens; affirmation by the 
sponsors and the assembly; 
invitation and enrolment; an act 
of election and the intercessions 
for the elect and the candidates. 

Presenting a vote of thanks,  
Fr Ben extended his appreciation 
to Archbishop Buti and Bishop 
Duncan for their presence. He 
also expressed his gratitude to 
various priests whose parishes 
were represented, the RCIA  
coordinators, the liturgy commis-
sioners and the congregation who 
all contributed to  
a resounding success of the  
celebration.                      

Abel Dlamini

The Cathedral was 
filled to capacity by 

the congregants 
and well wishers.

The choir from St Anthony  
Catholic Church in Duduza  
rendered the liturgical music  
during the celebration of Mass.

Above, left: Fr Hlobo Rampe reading  
previous minutes.

Left: Fr Patrick Rakeketsi and  
Archbishop Buti taking notes.
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The Catholic Men’s Forum 
of the Archdiocese has 
pledged to raise and contri-

bute R1 million towards the 
building of the Mother of Mercy 
Shrine at Magaliesburg. The 
Archdiocese needs to raise R25 
million by end of July this year to 
cover the building costs. 

Recognising that, as men, it is 
time to restore our godly leader-
ship and contribute generously in 
order that we be counted. 

To reach the target of R1 mil-
lion, we have determined that 100 
parishes with 30 economically-
active men, each contributing 
R500 over three months, will 
translate into a total contribution 
of R1,5 million by Catholic men. 
Our deadline is end of June this 
year.

To ensure that our cause 
reaches every level of the Church 
in our Archdiocese, we humbly 
urge our parish priests to make a 
commitment to evangelise men in 

their parishes to do the right thing. 
At parish level, men can elect a 

co-ordinator as the responsible 
person for collection and deposit-
ing of monies collected. The name 
of the coordinator, his contact 
details, including email address 
and cell number, should be 
forwarded to Basie Maponya at 
phokelabm@gmail.com. All 
monies collected should be 
deposited monthly. 

The financial report/barometer 
will be made available monthly to 
show the performance of each 
parish. 

The banking details are: 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg
Account no: 002125757
Standard Bank: Ellis Park
Reference: CMF Shrine 
                     (Name of Parish)

Basie Maponya, Treasurer CMF
and Moses Mothusi Mogari,  

President of the CMF.

The St Cecilia sodality of the 
Archdiocese hosted a training 
session for the aspirants at  

St Joseph’s, Katlehong on Saturday 
3 March.

Forty-three aspirants, represent-
ing 25 parishes, will become full 
members of the sodality in Septem-
ber after completing a year’s trial 
period. They were accompanied by 
their respective parish chair-
persons, secretaries and mentors.

The aim of the training was to 
familiarise new members with the 
role and spiritual morality of the 
sodality in the Church.

Spiritual director of the sodality, 
Fr S’milo Mngadi offered words of 
encouragement. He made a refer-
ence to the Gospel of John 6: 37-40, 
citing that it was through the grace 
of God that they were called to 
serve Him by singing in the Church 
in order to evangelise His people.

Training was facilitated by 
various members of the Archdio-
cese executive on different topics, 
including: The function of the 
sodality in the Church, its relation-
ship with the congregation and 
different sodalities and the source 
of the sodality’s spirituality. 

The aspirants expressed grati-
tude to the Archdiocese executive 

committee, the parish-based 
executives and their mentors for 
their continued support and 
enlightenment on the life of the 
sodality.

The training is an annual event 
and is hosted by different parishes 
on rotational basis.

President of the sodality, Richard 
Mosia said he was impressed with 
the growing number of parishes 
that establish the sodality in their 
churches, adding that the number 
of affiliated parishes stood at 40 
with a total membership of 1 024. 
He was particularly delighted that 
the sodality – whose tagline reads: 
‘Sing for the Lord with passion and 
pride’ – is seen as advancing narra-
tives with deep religious roots in 
the Catholic Church and as such, 
expanding its evangelisation 
footprint in parishes under the 

auspices of the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg.

After presenting a vote of thanks, 
the host parish sodality chair-
person, Agatha Mbele, invited the 
congregation to a welcome lunch 
and refreshments. 

    Abel Dlamini

Above right: Parish based Executive 
Committee and Church-based executive 
members fielded questions from the 
enthusiastic aspirants (above).

St Cecilia Sodality 
training for aspirants 

 Below: St Cecilia wannabes listen attentively as they 
are lectured on the rules of the sodality.

Left and below: Ladies of  
the parish prepared meals 

from a fabulous menu that 
included dumplings.

Above: Archdiocesan Executive Committee members are 
pictured with Fr S’milo Mngadi. They are, back row from 
left: Bridget Rampai (secretary), Richard Mosia (president), 
Benny Sithole (member) and Lefo Mokete (vice president). 
Front from left: Josias Mpela (PRO), Qeto Khoali (member) 
and Madu Shihambe (treasurer).

Catholic men urged to support 
the building of the Mother of 
Mercy Marian Shrine

Six catechists of St Peter’s, Kagiso 
were commisioned on Sunday,  
4 February. Volunteers from the 
parish community who wished to 

Commissioning 
of catechists

Fr Emmanuel Wafula blesses the 
catechists.

be commissioned as catechists, 
and who have undergone training, 
were called by Sheila Maroganye, 
the catechesis coordinator. The 
parish priest, Fr Emmanuel 
Wafula AJ commissioned and 
blessed them in their ministry. 
Congratulating them in his 
homily, Fr Emmanuel explained 
that catechesis is a distinct and 
special ministry in the Church, of 
which we should be very proud.

 “The ministry of teaching in 
the name of the Church has a 
profound dignity, that is why 
catechists are formally commis- 

sioned in the Church during the 
Sunday liturgy for all to witness,” 
Fr Emmanuel added. The Mass 
for the commissioning is seen as 
an opportunity to show the role 
that each person plays by virtue 
of their baptism, he said.

Anyone who believes in the 
Creed, who is  faithful to the 
Catholic teaching and has a 
reasonable understanding of the 
faith and the Church teachings 
can train to become a catechist, 
he added. Parish priests or 
catechesis parish coordinators can 
give further information.

Lebo WA Majahe

Third scrutiny of rite of election
The third scrutiny of the rite of election for Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults took place at Sacred Heart, Katlehong on 
18 March. The service was conducted by parish  
priest, Fr Innocent Mabheka SCJ.
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The Department of Pasto-
ral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees in the Archdio-

cese hosted, for three weeks during 
March,  Fr Charles Vijay Kumar, a 
Redemptorist priest, based in Los 
Angeles, US.

 Fr Charles is doing a docu-
mentary on the actual crises of 
migration represented through 
the film entitled “Who is my 
Neighbor?” According to him, the 
principal story of the documentary 
is the family of Rigoberto Salas, 
an undocumented immigrant 
from Mexico, who crossed the 
US border 27 years ago, made his 
life there, is married to a wonder-
ful woman and the father of five 
US-born children. He was arrested 
by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE)  in mid-2016. 
After eight months in prison, when 
his hearing came up, the court 
ruled in his favour for petition for 
“Cancellation of Removal and 
Adjustment of Status.” Unfortu-
nately, the celebration was short-
lived because the judgement was 
challenged by ICE in another court 
resulting in Rigoberto still being 
imprisoned and separated from his 
family. The struggle of the family 
to be reunited, their continual court 
battle, the heart-wrenching stories 
of the five children yearning every 
day to have their dad returned to 
them, shapes the primary structure 
of the film.

 As this story unravels, stories 
of many other immigrants in 
various parts of world are woven 
together to shape the bigger story 
in the context of global phenom-
ena of mass migration of people. 
Production of this film took place 
in Greenwood – Mississippi, 
Brazil – Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro, New York, New Jersey, 
Tucson, Arizona, Schiavonea, Italy  
– Rome and Holy See, France – 
Paris, Philippines – Manila, South 
Africa – Johannesburg, Pretoria 
and Limpopo border of Mozam-
bique/South Africa) and India. 
The documentary will be released 
before the end of the year.

 A big thank from the bottom 
of our hearts to Fr Charles who 
visited us, and another big thanks 
to all those who shared their 
stories. This will surely promote 
better understanding of the global 
scenario of migration of people, its 
causes and consequences and the 
response of the Christian individu-
als and organisations, especially 
the efforts of the Catholic Church 
for the welfare of migrants. 

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini, 
Head Office for Pastoral Care

The Film entitled

“Who is my 
Neighbor?”

The first discernment programme was held at 
the Cathedral hall on Sunday, 25 February.
“In the beginning” it is most appropriate to  

begin our discernment programme with the creation 
story. The first two chapters of Genesis tell how 
God created the heavens and earth, man and woman 
created in His image and likeness. The image of God 
here is not about the physical, but about His charac-
ter which is seen in creating order out of chaos.

As God created man, He commanded him to  
“be fruitful and multiply” Gen 1:28, which, of 
course, is an act of creation through which we bring 
into existence and continually recreate.

In this act, we are to mimic what God did in 
bringing order to the world. 

We are God’s prized creation with a specific pur-
pose, which is to show God’s image in the world. So, 
in the first chapter of the Bible, the human vocation 
is revealed to us. Indeed if we don’t understand how 
the story begins with vocation, we won’t see how it 
ultimately ends with it.

The vocation came with some task, of the rule 
for the tree of life and that of knowledge of good and 
evil. The teaching here is that God is the source of 

Discernment Workshop
life and He gives it freely and abundantly. However, 
he also set boundaries for us primarily for our own 
protection and our responsibility. 

The word responsibility is the contraction of two 
words – ‘response’ and  ‘ability’. This firstly implies 
that God will not call us to do anything if He had not 
given us the ability for it, secondly, to embrace a vo-
cation is simply to respond to an ability already de-
posited in us. Thirdly, to be in the wrong vocation,is 
to be operating outside our ability. The latter is the 
more reason why we need proper discernment.

We see what follows; the universal vocation is 
affected by sin. This gave rise to special vocation 
which we see in the call of Abraham. God decides 
to call out one man, and through that one man, also 
one family, through whom he will do his redemptive 
work. That one man is Abraham, and that one family 
is the nation of Israel, Gen 12. The call continually 
gave rise to other calls. So many of the old testament 
calls played their part, but still leaves some unfilled 
plan until the vocation came to fulfilment in the 
person of Jesus who gave it a deeper meaning and 
calls us all to share in it. “Go make disciples of all 
nations.”

When young people ask about vocation or 
calling, it usually comes like “Is God calling me 
to particular job, profession or type of work in the 
church?” This question is good because the work we 
do is important to God so it makes sense to ask what 
work God wants us to do, but the calling to follow 
Christ lies at the root of every other calling. 

Therefore, vocation is not just one minor aspect 
of human and Christian life; It is the whole of life, 
the very means by which we live out what it means 
to be human and participate with God in his redemp-
tive work.

How do you want to realise your vocation?
Join the next discernment programme on 8 April 

at the Cathedral Hall at 9am. Sr Esther Maris Okoro EHJ

All of us have moments 
when we wonder what 
God meant saying this or 

that in the Bible? All of us look 
for the connection between the 
Bible and the Church, Bible and 
sacraments, Bible and today’s hu-
man life especially when we face 
the situations that bring doubts or 
questions in regards to our faith. 
All of us have those days when 
we open the Bible to pray and 
wish that we could understand 
what’s written there a little bit 
more. 

We would like to help you 
with those moments and give you 
the opportunity to understand 
God’s word better. As a Catechet-
ical Department, we offer the 
course Echoing the Word which 
is open for all catechist and those 
interested with the Word of God 
who want to learn more. Through 
this course we would like to help 
participants refresh their biblical 
knowledge and to have a closer 
relationship with the word of 
God. The course will give you 
the opportunity to realise and 
understand God’s way of com-
munication with us on a deeper, 
and more personal level. Engag-
ing with the Word of God from a 
Catholic perspective will deepen 
your understanding of it, develop 
your ability to interpret it and ap-
ply it to your own life situations. 
Having a closer relationship with 
the God through the Bible will 
help you to develop creative, 
innovative and relevant ways of 
passing the faith to your children 
or learners.

The course will be facilitated 
in three areas: Vaal, South West 
and Central deanery. There will 
be seven sessions in total with 
one session per month.

Information regarding the 
dates and venues can be found on 
ADNews’ community notices on 
page 2 or phone 011 402 6400.

Catechetical Office

Echoing 
the Word – 
explaining 
the Bible

where they were greeted by gogo 
Ida Daswa, mother to Bl. Bene-
dict, Zwothe Daswa, son of Bl. 
Benedict, and the grandchildren.

The house was overflowing 
with people leading to the garage, 
wanting to hold the mother of 
South Africa’s first saint. 

A solemn and prayerful mood 

was the highlight of the visit to 
the Daswa home. Mackson 

Daswa (brother) 
was present at the 
opening of the 
programme and 
was given an 
opportunity to 
talk to those par-
ticipating about 
who Blessed 
Benedict was, 
from a family 
perspective. He 
described him as 
a reliable person 

who kept the family together.
Among the speakers at the vigil 

was Sr Herminigild Makoro, The 
Secretary General of the SACBC, 
Fr Thabiso Ledwaba from the 
Archdiocese of Pretoria and 
Mahadi Buthelezi from Radio 
Veritas. A healing service also 
took place. 

The closing Mass was cele-
brated by Fr Sakhi Mofokeng.  
Fr Paul Tatu, the Communica-

tions Officer of the SACBC and 
Fr Thabiso Ledwaba assisted. 
The women attending thanked  
Fr Sakhi and his team for the 
wonderful pilgrimage.

Chris Mphaphuli, from the 
Daswa promotion committee, and 
a personal friend of Bl Daswa, 
said the team will be travelling to 
Uganda to learn more about the 
martyrs there and how promote 
the Daswa cause. 

The Diocese of Tzaneen hopes 
to start construction this year,  
and requests the faithful for their  
generosity regarding finances. It 
also calls on people to send their 
testimonies of favours granted 
through the intercession of 
Daswa, so that it can compile 
documents to submit to Rome 
when the time is right. 
Email bendaswa@mweb.co.za

Lebo WA Majahe

Benedict Daswa Women’s pilgrimage
Continued from page 1.

Fikile Mlotshwa, parishioner of  
Regina Mundi sharing a joke with 
gogo Ida Daswa.

Participants at the workshop.
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CSO NEWS

The first quarter of this aca-
demic year has seen the 

Catholic Schools Office (CSO) 
hosting a range of events, begin-
ning with the annual gathering of 
Catholic schools. 

We are delighted with the 
amazing response of schools that 
have participated in the many 
functions that have already been 
organised, and we look forward 
to continued collaboration and 
sharing in the weeks ahead.

New Staff 
Orientation Day
Br Michael Burke and the 
CSO team initiated new 
staff into Catholic 
education at Koinonia 
Centre on 27 February.

Catholic School Office events

Above, right: Sr Lidia 
Castro from Don Bosco 

Education Projects – 
Laura Vicuna, addresses 

Principals Forum.

Fr Russell Pollitt SJ, centre, 
with principals at the 
Principals’ Forum Meeting 
marketers’ session.

Br Michael Burke pre-
sented the new teachers’ 

orientation session.

Above: Paul Faller at the religious education  
seminar on 8  March.

Catholic schools’ staff 
Lenten retreat. 

Above: Ross Davis from 
McAuley House and Thembi 

Dedekwayo from Lourds  
Primary School at the 
Opening Mass of the 
Catholic Schools Council 
annual gathering.

Left: Sydney Makhani,  
principal of St Martin 

de Porres

Marketers’ Session
An excellent session for school 
marketers was hosted at  
St Catherine’s Convent, Florida on 
Wednesday, 7 March. Conrad 
Cleary, principal at St Catherine’s, 
facilitated the presentation.

New board session
Rosa Calaca, director of the CSO, 
presented an informative and 
enlightening programme on the 
role of the boards of governors at 
Catholic schools. New board 
members met at Holy Family 
College, Parktown for this event 
on Saturday, 10 March.  CSO Team

Religious Education Events 
Religious education (RE) cluster meetings were held on 6, 7 
and 8 February at various venues across Johannesburg.

The RE seminar at St Augustine College, on 8 March, was 
well-attended. Paul Faller shared an interesting approach to 
dealing with questions from young people. 

A meaningful Lenten retreat was directed by Frances Correia 
at St Augustine College on Saturday, 10 March, giving 
participants a chance to stop, catch their breath and rest in the 
loving gaze of God.

Principals’ Forum
On Shrove Tuesday, 13 February, 
our principals were addressed by 
Fr Russell Pollitt on cyber safety 
for our children.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaApril 2018 Volume 32 No 12 7

On 17 February, Children 
of Mary gathered at Mary 
Queen of Apostles, Mun-

sieville for their annual opening. 
This year, however, it was special 
as it was also a welcoming Mass 
of their new chaplain, Fr Taelo 
Andries Kimane. The news of a 
new chaplain came as a relief to 
the sodality as they did not have 
one during the past few years. In 
his homily, Fr Kimane said since 
it was the beginning of Lent, it 

Children of Mary opening

Fr Taelo Kimane, chaplain of the Children of Mary with the group.

was important for them to also 
fast, give alms, read the Bible and 
do acts of mercy. He also empha-
sised on the theme he gave to the 
sodality taken from Luke 1:30 
“Do not be afraid Mary, for you 
have found favour with God.” 

Their chaplain Fr Taelo 
Kimane, deanery coordinator and 
Archdiocesan coordinator, was 
present.

Bana ba Maria 
Johannesburg Archdiocese 

Recently, as is annual tradition, Holy 
Rosary School’s  matrics joined 

together with the matrics from Assump-
tion Convent School and St Benedicts’ 
for Mass and a breakfast to unite in 
prayer and friendship during their final 
year of schooling. Seen here are the 
heads and heads of religion from the 
three schools, Federica Giuricich (top 
left), and Chrislin Nieuwoudt  
(bottom right, from Holy Rosary School.          

Deidre Alcock

Local Catholic 
Schools gather

Little Eden CEO launches  
wheelchair campaign

Mix FM (93.8) camped at 
Little Eden Society doing a 
live broadcast on Thursday, 

1 March as the society launched the 
Little Eden Wheelchair Campaign 
during the month of March, which 
was national intellectual disability 
month.

The society challenged all cheif 
executive officers (CEO) to spend 
one day at work in a wheelchair in 
order to spread awareness about 
disability and raise much-needed 

funds to help cover the cost of car-
ing for its family of 300 children and 
adults with intellectual disability.

The launch started at 5am as the 
Mix FM crew set up in anticipation of 
the arrival of the Little Eden CEO, Lucy 
Slaviero, to start her work day in a 
wheelchair. 

When asked about her experi-
ence, Lucy said: “I did not expect the 
amount of strain I felt in my upper 
legs from being in a wheelchair the 
whole day and the effort required 
to propel and pass through narrow 
spaces to get about my day. Where 
I could, I asked for help and got up 
from the wheelchair to stretch my 
legs. Can you imagine the frustration 
if you had no verbal ability to ask for 
help or even being able to propel the 
wheelchair or just to get up for a  
moment for some relief?”

Some carers at the home had the 
opportunity to share their experi-
ences and what it means to look after 
someone who has profound intellec-
tual disability. Some residents shared 
some stories about the place they call 
home, Little Eden Society. 

Zai Miller, Little Eden Develop-
ment Officer, urged big and small 
companies to contact her for more 
information about contributing to the 
wheelchair campaign and the benefits 

of being part of something so 
special even though the month 
has ended. 

Zai expressed her gratitude 
to Mix FM for their support in 
promoting the campaign and 
to the CEOs of some companies 
who have already come forward 
and registered to take part in the 
wheelchair campaign during the 
month of March which includes: 
Discovery SA, Multotec, SA Lube 
(Pty) Ltd, National Kargo, Oberon 
Pharma (Pty) Ltd and others. 

To join this elite group of 
friends of Little Eden or for more 
information on the Little Eden 
Wheelchair Campaign, visit the 
website at www.littleeden.org.za 
or contact Zai Miller on 
011 609 0492 or 072 127 8237 
or zm@littleeden.org.za .

Little Eden resident 
interviewed by Mix FM.

Lucy Salviero gets some encourage-
ment from her staff members.  

Members of the Masolenyana 
a Kriste Morena from the Vaal 
Deanery attended a retreat on 
24 February. Mass was cele-
brated by dean Fr Simphiwe 
Kheswa OMF at Nyolohelo, 
Zone 12. The topic was:  
“How to know your body and 
protect it”.      Dieketseng Mpakane

Vaal Deanery 
Masolenyana a 
Kriste Morena 
retreat

Raising funds for 
children with cancer
Holy Rosary recently held a civvies 
day in aid of Childhood Cancer 
Foundation South Africa. The girls 
wore blue - “Have a Heart for Kids 
with Cancer”, and wrote ‘love notes’ 
to children living with cancer, 
whilst raising R2 708.

Jubilee First Communicants
The Parish of the Resurrection, Bry-
anston, celebrates its jubilee this 
year having been officially blessed 
on 7 June 1968. The children who 
will make their First Holy commu-
nion in this auspicious year were 
blessed by Fr Theo Macupe, assis-
tant parish priest, and presented 
to the congregation at mass on 
Sunday 18 March.         Judy Stockill

From left: Patience Leshaba, Kate 
Metzer, Ms Lorena Lesna-Maranetto, 
Racehl Zorich and Sasha Dos Santos.
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districts on its history, its people, 
their families and daily activities 
were shared. 

Manon Naidoo from the local 
office of the World Women’s Day 
of Prayer gave the background of 
the celebration. 

She read a summary of the 
country which boasts the Cathedral 
of saints Peter and Paul being one 
of its landmarks. 

Twenty-one-year-old Palesa 
Setsubi from St Peter’s, Kagiso 
received a standing ovation for her 
presentation on suicide. As a young 
person who recently lost a friend 
through suicide, she said there are 
always tell-tale signs which we 
often overlook.

Fr Teboho Matseke said God 
has made us stewards of all that He 
has created. As such, we need to 
protect, respect and be custodians 
of that which God regards as good. 

In addition to praying for the 
women in Suriname, the gen-
eral trials that women all over the 
world encounter were prayed for. 
Particularly powerful and emotive 
was when the gathering prayed for 
women with children with special 
needs and those who carry deep 
emotional scars.

Mahadi Buthelezi, coordina-
tor of the event and Radio Veritas’ 
Events, Marketing and Advertis-
ing Coordinator said: “What a 
spiritually-uplifting day it was; 
seeing women from all walks of 
life embracing each other in prayer. 
This is indeed part of what Radio 
Veritas does by reaching out to the 
community. It was truly wonderful 
to also see youth and male repre-
sentation. This was indeed the day 
the Lord hath made”. 

The Catholic Nurses’ Guild 
was on hand to administer first 
aid whilst the deanery’s Catholic 
Men’s Association provided secu-
rity services.               Lerato Mohone

Women’s World Day of Prayer
continued from page 1.

Justice and Peace head of 
department, Knights of Da 
Gama Council 21 Grand 

Knight, Community Policing 
Forum of Yeoville chairperson, 
Ward 66 Committee member on 
infrastructure, Bienvenu Shelter 
board chairperson, ANC Sonia 
Bunting branch treasurer, United 
Nations Inter Action Network on 
Small Arms advisory council 
member and council of churches 
ecumenical platform on 
disarmament member. 

These make up the litany of 
services that Joseph Dube 
participates in. As a result, he 
travels extensively and has been to 
40 of the almost 54 African states 
and been to most countries in 
Europe. 

Yearly, he goes to New York to 
attend United Nations meetings 
and will soon be revisiting Geneva 
on an annual basis as well. 

“I am just an ordinary guy 
trying to do extra-ordinary things. 
I am trying to leave the world 
better place than I found it,” he 
said. 

He continues: “When one is 
faced with a threatening situation, 
a person’s reflexes pushes them to 
either fight or flight, but there is 
another alternative which is what I 

Most Reverend Malek Abou 
Tanous, Superior General of  

the congregation of the Maroni-
te Lebanese Missionaries worldwide, 
celebrated Mass on Saturday  
evening the 10 February at our Lady 
of Lebanon, Mulbarton. 

Concelebrating with him were 
Superior of the Maronite church for 
Southern Africa, Fr Maurice Chidiac, 

am trying. There is a third way 
one can pursue this and that is 
found in Christ’s teachings,” he 
added.

He admits that juggling many 
roles can be taxing and at some 
point would sleep three hours per 
day. “Not because I was 
insomniac but because there was 
so much to do”. 

He is no longer committing 
himself to so many things.

“I also work in such a way that 
on a particular day, I focus on 
Knights of Da Gama issues for 
instance, and the next day 
something else.” 

He was drawn to the Knights 
after realising that post-
catechism classes, the order 
(Knights) was one of the options 
that one could be a part of to 
deepen and understand their 
faith.

“I now have detailed 
knowledge on the teachings of 
the Church. And that aligns so 
much with the activities I am 
involved in.”

He said working for a diocese 
as vast, cosmopolitan, exciting, 
superb as ours gives him great 
joy, addressing a myriad of 
issues, he said. 

Heading a department that is 
not readily welcome by some 
parishes, is challenging. 
However, there has been an 
improvement as it is now 
receiving support from priests 
and parish pastoral councils. 

Joseph is married to Vunyiwe. 
They have three children 
Ntombifuthi, Nokuthula and 
Amulike.

To make up for the time he is 
away from family, he said he 
drives his wife to and from work 
every day. 

“I try support my children in 
the activities that they have an 
interest in. My son is passionate 
about soccer, thus his soccer 
matches are a non-negotiable,” 
he added.   

Lerato Mohone

An ordinary guy 
trying to do 

extra-ordinary 
things

Men’s retreat
Fr Ben Mahlangu led a retreat for 
men at Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso II 
on 3 February. He encouraged men 
to be real family men devoted to 
Christ and used Blessed Benedict 
Daswa as an example. Activities 
included receiving the sacrament 
of confession, adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and  
Benediction. 

Nozipho Lekaje

The Catholic Men’s Association of the Soweto Deanery after the
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
at Regina Mundi, Moroka on 
Saturday, 3 March. 

Celebrating St Maroun’s 
feast day and superior’s visit

Below: Fr Jean Yammine, Fr Malek 
Abou Tannous, Fr Maurice Chidiac 
and Fr Georges Arrouk cut the cake. 
The cake was in honour of  
St Maroun, founder of the Maronite 
missions, it was his feast day on 
10 February.

Left: Fr Malek Abou Tannous 
with Fr Maurice Chidiac.

vice superior and parish priest,  
Fr Jean Yammine, Fr Charbel Habchi 
and Fr Georges Arrouk.

Mass was well attended. Tea 
and cake was served after Mass.

The Superior General spent a 
week on his annual visit to the 
Maronite missions here in South 
Africa.

WEEK ONE: 27 May – 1 June 2018
 Bishop Thaddeus Kumalo: Challenges of Parish Life
 Fr Hugh Lagan SMA:  Leadership for a 

Changing Church
 WEEK TWO: 4 June – 8 June 2018
 Fr Sylvester David OMI: Praying the Scriptures
Fr Emmanuel Grant: Parish Conversion through 

Alpha and Divine

relax, reflect and be renewed

SACBC Department for the formation of the Clergy has organised a Two Weeks 
Renewal Seminar for the Priests.  All the people of God are requested to support 
their Priests to attend this Spiritual Renewal. The experience is opened for all the 
Priests, both Religious and Diocesans.

Bookings are to made with the SACBC Secretary General Tel. 012 323 6458 or Email: hmakoro@sacba.org.za

ONGOING FORMATION 
OF PRIESTS,  
COOLOCK HOUSE 2018

RENOVATION PROJECT
WEEKEND FREE:  Saturday 2 June, Sunday 3 June
The group decides how they will spend 

the weekend.

Note that the Renewal is for both Diocesan and 
Religious Priests ordained five years and above.

From 4.00pm Sunday 27 May to 9.00am Friday 8 June
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Altar servers investiture
Thirteen altar servers of Holy Spirit, Dobsonville, were commis-

sioned and vested on Sunday 25, February by parish priest,  
Fr Xavier Barongo AJ.

Preceding the day of the investiture, the servers had a spiritually- 
fulfilling retreat which was run by their parish priest, which also  
covered topics on what kind of people should be altar servers, and  
what their duties entails. The altar servers were encouraged to take this  
ministry seriously and were told to always approach the altar with  
reverence.

Rev Paulos Mochesa 12-03-16
Rev Majorobela Moloi 12-03-16
Rev Mnimzana Mpambani 
 12-03-16
Rev Arthur Tsele 12-03-16
Rev Johan van Rooyen 12-03-16

1st  Rev John Rahme and
        Fr Phuti Makhabo
4th    Fr Marek Marciniak
5th    Fr James Ralston
6th    Rev Israel Maoyi
8th    Fr Emmanuel Dim
11th Fr David Evans
12th Fr Innocent Mabheka 
14th Rev Kevin Fenn
15th Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
       Fr Brian Connolly and
       Fr Uzochukwu Ohanele
22nd Fr Francis Muturi and 
       Fr Samuel Gitonga
23rd Fr Jorge Guerra
25th Rev Anthony Bishop
26th Fr Ibercio Rojas Zevallos
29th Fr Joseph Leathem

5th   Rev Peter French

Fr Benen Fahy 24-4-60
Fr Thomas Devoy 06-4-69
Fr Faustyn Jankowski 12-4-79
Fr Rodgers Sihlobo       06-4-84
Fr Francois Dufour       13-4-85
Rev Isaac Thomas        27-4-85
Rev David Lavers        27-4-85
 Fr James Ralston         05-4-97
Fr Tony Daniels           19-4-97
Rev Gregory Garnie     02-4-05
Rev Douglas Boake      30-4-11
Rev Robert Bothma      30-4-11
Rev William Davies      30-4-11
Rev Victor Ho               30-4-11
Rev Ronald Peters         30-4-11
Rev Abednigo Thokoane 30-4-11
Fr Anthony-Mario Egbunonu
                                     21-4-12
Fr Gabriel Kwedho 28-4-12
Fr Thabo Mothiba 11-4-15
Rev Mpumelelo Mcunu 12-03-16

We celebrate with our priests & deacons

Ordinations

The following clergy celebrate 
their birthdays and anniversa-
ries of their ordination. Our 
Auxiliary Bishop, Duncan Tsoke 
also celebrates his birthday ... 
pray for them all!

Birthdays in April

... and in early May

South Africa’s three pro-
vinces of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (OMI) 

have merged as one province in 
order to better serve the people 
and giving priority to their mis-
sion. The Oblates priests have a 
long hisotry in South Africa. 
They first arrived in 1852 and 
moved to KwaZulu-Natal.

They  later spread to Lesotho 
and then Johannesburg. In our 
Archdiocese, the Oblates are 
responsible for establishing many 
parishes, with the West Rand and 
Soweto being the hub where all 
the missions where run by them, 
said Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa 
OMI. 

The talks of merging the prov-
inces began in the 1980s, but did 
not materialise due to a number 
of factors. With the encourage-
ment and hard work of Frs Ronald 
Cairns, Vusumuzi Mazibuko and 
Mokone Rathokoa who all served 
as regional superiors, the request 

was finally granted and approved 
by Fr Louis Lougen, the Superior 
General.

ADNews spoke to Fr Neil 
Frank, The new, and first provin-
cial of the amalgamated OMI 
province of Southern Africa.  
Fr Neil explained that primarily, 
the reason why provinces were 
separated in the beginning, was 
because priests relied on horses 
as a mode of transport. Depend-
ing on the distance, they would 
sometimes spend days on the 
road in order to reach people on 
their mission. “Nowadays things 
are easy with resources available 
to make communication easy and 
fast. Modes of transport take you 
to different parts of the continent 

Oblates merge 
three provinces to one

17 February 1968, when Bishop Edward 
Risi OMI and fellow brothers took their 
First Oblation.

Bishop Edward Risi of Keimoes pictured 
with his brother priests celebrating 50 
years of being an Oblate.

within a few hours, allowing  
larger territorial reaches to be 
managed by one province very 
easily,” Fr Neil added. 

This move will empower the 
province with manpower and the 
people of God will be rightly 
served, eliminating chances of a 
priest serving many communities 
alone, thereby straining them 
physically and emotionally. With-
in the Southern African Catholics 
Bishop’s Conference (SACBC), 
eight bishops belong to the order 
of the Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late, with about 250 priests,  
29 brothers and 75 scholastics.  
Fr Jonathan Petersen OMI of  
St John’s, Northriding and  
Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa OMI 
of St Margaret and Immaculate 

Continued on page 10.
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The Catechism teachers of the 
St John Bosco, Robertsham 

church were presented during the 
parish’s feast day to the congre-

gation by Fr John Thompson 
SDB and Deacon Victor Ho.  

Sr Patricia Finn FMA (back, left) 
leads the Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults (RCIA) with  
co-ordinator,  Linda Ferreira 

(middle, left) leading the  
children’s team of teachers.

Renew Africa group from St Pius X, Mofolo hosted its annual brunch 
for homebound elders of the parish on 14 February after the celebration 
of Mass by parish priest, Fr Innocent Daniel. It was organised by Sonto 
Tshabalala with the help of Zanele Mtobile, Zanele Mtyobile, Mbuyi 
Mtyobile, Tshele Mtyobile and Oupa Moeketsi.

Our Lady of Fatima, Dube 
recently hosted school-
going children, graduates 

from different faculties and skilled 
practitioners across many fields. 
They represented health, educa-
tion, social sciences, human capital, 
business administration and 
management, accounting, informa-
tion technology, economics, law 
and many more. The guest speaker 
was Rahab Kabelo Mapitsi 
Matebane, chief execu-tive and 
director of Mapitsi Holdings.  She 
holds 2017/2018 Ms Africa Inter-
national and Face of Africa titles 
through her involvement in 
community development and 
women in entrepreneurship. 

Her highlight was a concern for 
lack of specialised services within 
the police services.

We need more focus on patho-
logists, forensics and psychologists 
within the police services, she said.

Our children need to be more 
involved and should be afforded 
opportunities and financial assist-
ance to explore talents, since they 
are a generation of technology and 
digitalisation and therefore need 
more local and reachable computer 
centres to learn computer langu-
age, coding and programming, she 
added

During his homily, Fr Jean – 
Marie Kuzituka Did’ho said that ‘we 
should never forget where we 
come from when we finish school, 

Academic 
Mass

Babsy Maseou,  
Kabelo Rahab Mate-
bane, Refilwe Tsotetsi 
(third year medicine  
student), Nkgopeleng 
Nkosi and Mmbatho 
Maifadi

Above: School-going children and graduates

Right: Fr Jean Marie Kuzituka Did’ho.

when we graduate from varsities, 
start working and start families, 
and we should always remember 
our roots and go back to our 
communities’.

Furthermore, to continue to be 
the light of the world and the salt 
of the earth, we should come out 
of our comfort zones and be 
visible to those who need our help 
and expertise, said the priest.

The message from the 

Daughters of St Anne was: ‘Believe 
that the world evolves and change 
is inevit-able for one to stay relevant 
– reinvent in yourself’. It is a 
continual process that never ends. 

Since this was a fund raising 
initiative, contributions from the 
graduates will be utilised for the 
intended cause to assist with 
school-related requirements.  

 Nkgopeleng NkosiThe St Vincent de Paul Society, Gauteng held an awards evening at  
St Charles Parish which coincided with the visit of the President  

General of the Society, Renato Lima de Oliveria and the National President 
of SA, Peter Keshwar, who handed out the 30-year plus service certificates 
to many members.

Renato also presented Peter with a relic from St Vincent.
Attending the evening was John Norse, who is over 90, and his family, 

for his service with the society which stretches for over for 68 years.

A brunch for homebound elders

St Vincent awards

Catechism teachers 
presented to parish

Photo by: Roy Newton-Barker, 
Chairperson, Communications Group

Conception in Diepkloof, serve on 
the provincial councial team with 
three other priests and a brother. 
An installation ceremony of the 
new committee will take place at 
The Eugene de Mazenod Retreat 
Centre in Germiston, on 21 May, 

Oblates merge three provinces 
to one
Continued from page 9.

which will be their patronal feast 
day. During this transition for 
the Oblates, we also remember 
all the dedicated Oblates who 
served us with great deligence 
and love and pray that God  
welcomes them into his king-
dom, said Fr Neil. 

Report: Lebo WA Majahe
Pictures supplied: Bishop Edward Risi 

OMI

“Opting-in or Opting-out: That's 
the Question!”

Prof Jan Jans , Associate Professor 
of Ethics at Tilburg University 

(Netherlands) will be giving a talk on 
the ethics of legislation with regard 
to organ donation at  
St Augustine’s. 

Half a century ago, the first 
successful heart transplant was re-
ported by Christiaan Barnard and his 
team at the Groote Schuur Hospital 

Is organ donation 
ethical?

in Cape Town. Since then, transplan-
tation medicine has moved from 
being ‘experimental’ to a normal 
medical procedure. However, this 
progress comes with a shadow 
side: the demand for transplantable 
organs turns out to exceed the num-
ber of available organs, resulting 
in waiting lists and patients dying 
before a suitable organ becomes 
available.

This tension, which will be 
discussed, can be approached in 
two ways: leave it to the market to 
bridge the gap between demand 
and supply or enact legislation with 
         regard to donation and  

 transplantation. 
In rejecting the commerciali-

sation of donation/transplanta-
tion, two main legal approaches 
have developed: a system of 
‘opting-in’ meaning that the 
decision to donate is up to each 
individual citizen or a system 
of  ‘opting-out’ meaning that by 
law every citizen is a potential 
donor unless he/she registers 
her/his objection.

These different approaches 
raise not only questions of ‘ef-
ficacy’, but also different ethical 
choices which will be unpacked 
in this lecture. Attention will 
also be paid to the –shifting-
position of the Catholic Church 
and its reasoning to favour 
becoming a potential donor. 

 The talk will be held on April 
11 at 7pm at St Augustine’s Col-
lege, 53 Ley Street, Victory Park.
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Frequent  
break-ins test 
the faith of a 
Kagiso parish

St Peter’s, Kagiso has 
become a haven for thieves. 
The thieves have hit the 

mission twice in the past two 
weeks, stealing valuables consist-
ing of a plasma TV, laptop, tablet, 
kettle, and blankets among other 
things. 

This is not the first time that the 
Church has been broken into. Last 
year, thieves broke through the 
hall door, where they helped them-
selves to crockery, cutlery and an 
urn. Police continue to investigate 
the two burglaries and have alerted 
the parish priest, Fr Emmanuel 
Wafula AJ that recently churches 
have become common targets for 
thieves. 

“We’re much more willing to 
open our doors to help, not have 
our doors broken into,” said a  
disturbed Fr Emmanuel, who 
appealed to the public that who-
ever can help the police with 
information regarding this case, 
should come forward.

While pastors like Fr Wafula 
often preach kindness, tolerance 
and compassion, the past few 
weeks have been a trying time for 
him and his parishioners. The 
community of St Peter’s is a rela-
tively-small parish, constituting of 
pensioners and only a small 
minority of the working class is 
able to assist the parish financially.

Most of the young people are 
unemployed and depend on gov-
ernment projects to keep them 
going. To have to replace these 
items is going to be taxing, but 
necessary. Church leaders say this 
situation has brought them togeth-
er to re-look at the Church pre-
cinct security. It is suspected the 
culprits could be nyaope users 
who would do anything to get a 
fix. So far, no arrests have been 
made in this case. 

The public is urged to be on the 
lookout for people who could be 
selling these stolen items in the 
community, and all are requested 
not to encourage this crime, but, 
instead to report the perpetrators.

Lebo WA Majahe

Laetere (Rejoice) Sunday 
was a momentous and 
historic day in the life of 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia 
parish. The parish celebrated the 
opening and consecration of their 
new beautiful church. 

Bishop Duncan Tsoke said Mass 
with Vicar General, Fr Paul 
Beukes OMI, Fr Tony Nunes,  
Fr Blaise Mambu, Fr Keith 
Gordon-Davis, Fr Petrus Shiya,  
Fr Andrew Thomo, Fr Chaka 
Motanyane, Fr Shaun von Lil-
lenfeld, son of the parish, Fr Chris 
Townsend and parish priest,  
Fr Peter Doherty concelebrating. 
They were assisted by Deacon 
Brian Walsh.

The history of the parish is, in 
its early days, linked with the 
Carmelite order. Representing the 
congregation were Sr Terese and 
Sr Marie-Terese.

In addition to blessing the 
church, each liturgical fitting was 
blessed before its first use. These 
were the lectern, altar, tabernacle 
and confessionals. 

Bishop Duncan extended his 
congratulatory message to the 
members of the church, its 
ministries, architects, builders and 

A visit 
   home
Sr Kgomotso Moloto, 
parishioner of  
St Peter’s, Kagiso, 
visited the parish  
after she has been at 
Missionary Sisters  
of Assumption, her 
convent for the past 
three years. This was 
her first visit to the 
parish as a religious 

and everybody was ecstatic to welcome her. She did 
her first professions on 17 February in Grahams-
town. She gave a brief talk during Mass on her  
journey and Fr Emmanuel Wafula AJ, the parish 
priest, gave her a special blessing.        Lebo WA Majahe

Opening and 
Consecration of Our Lady 

of Lourdes, Rivonia
people who worked behind the 
scenes. 

In his homily, he brought into 
focus the meaning and signifi-
cance of the altar. He said: “Every 
activity at Mass is richly imbued 
with meaning. And this is 
especially true of the reverence 
that the priest gives to the altar 
during the entrance procession and 
at the conclusion of Mass. Every 
time a priest kisses/reverences the 
altar he does so in honour of the 
altar of sacrifice. The altar 
represents Christ where a miracle 
of the Eucharist occurs, but also 
deeply rooted in ancient Christian 
tradition is the reverence of the 
relics of the saints or martyrs 
placed within the altar itself”. 

We need to respect it, he said. 
Relics interred in the altar were 

that of St Valentine and those of 
Jesuit Martyrs of Japan. 

This project, which was 
launched in 2010, was Fr Peter’s 
vision for the growing parish. 
George Skinner, who led the 
planning and development team 
described how, with the openess 
and support displayed by the 
parishioners, they were able to 
achieve this. He extended his 
gratitude to Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale and everyone who 
backed them.

With challenges such as building 
the structure in phases to match 
the inflow of funds, delays with 
the City of Johannesburg appro-
vals of the site development and 
building plans, and nature, stalling 
the process, this was by no means 
a small feat.             Lerato Mohone

From left: Fr Chris Townsend, Fr Peter Doherty, Bishop Duncan Tsoke, George 
Skinner and Clement Lungu.

Bishop Duncan 
anointing the altar.A special Mass for priests 

and religious from Soweto 
was said on the second 

Sunday of Lent. An initiative of 
the St Anne’s Sodality of St Pius, 
Mofolo, the occasion was also an 
opportunity to thank their 
families for being generous with 
their sons and daughters by 
allowing them to serve God in a 
special way. 

Represented by either mother 
or relative were: Fr Zweli Mlo-
tshwa OMI, Fr Ben Mahlangu 
OMI, Fr Mandla Skhosana OMI,  
Fr Remigius Makobane OMI,  
Fr Michael Seheri, Fr Abbie Tlhapi, 
Fr Daniel Sehlapelo, Fr Stanley 
Masilompana, Fr Thabang 
Motaung, Fr Anthony Mdluli,  
Fr Patrick Maselwane OMI,  
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu SJ, Fr Velaphi 
Mazibuko and Sr Priscilla Masuku.

In his homily, parish priest,  
Fr Innocent Daniel CMF said the 
story of Abraham teaches us 
about obedience, faith and trust. 

“When God asked Abraham to 
sacrifice his son Isaac, it was not 
for the first time He had asked 
him to carry out a difficult task, 

the first being to leave his 
father’s land and go to a foreign 
land.

“The second reading tells us 
that God did not spare His Son. 
This reflects what Abraham did 
in the first reading. Abraham had 
no doubt in the providence of 
God and God blessed him 
beyond measure, he said.

At the Transfiguration of the 
Lord, God says, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, listen to Him’. As 
Christians, listening to the word 
of God is not optional. Heed 
God’s word as that is where your 
blessings lie, said Fr Innocent. 

Speaking on behalf of A 
Mother’s Voice, Fikile Mlotshwa, 
mother to Fr Zweli Mlotshwa 
said they were truly humbled by 
their host’s loving gesture and 
generous donation.  

A Mother’s Voice is a support 
group for mothers of priests and 
religious. They support each 
other through prayer and, in 
times of grief, offer counselling.  

After Mass, a delicious meal 
was shared by all in the parish 
hall. 

Lerato Mohone

A Mass in celebration of 
priests and religious

St Pius X’s St Anne’s 
executive members, 
from left: Patricia 
Ngobese, Julia Mofo-
keng and Lilly Gule
Middle: Tebogo 
Rashama
Back: Caroline Zulu, 
Sibongile Shibambo 
and Theresa Senoama-
di. Mimmie Rakoditsoe 
is not in the picture.

Fr Innocent Daniel with family representatives of priests and religious of the Soweto 
Deanery. 


