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MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million

Continued on page 5.

Colonel Mpho Annah Mofokeng, a devout Catholic is proud to call the Mother 
of Mercy Shrine site in the Magaliesburg as her birthplace. Full story: page 5.
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Catholic ethics, excellence and 
empowerment are vital to 
successful business ventures. 

This was the strong message sent 
out at the maiden ‘power business 
breakfast’ held by the Catholic 
Business Forum which had a special 
focus on women in business.

The event saw successful and 
prospective business women from 
as far as the diocese of Manzini 
gracing the prestigious occasion.

This took place on 14 August at 
the University of Johannesburg’s 
Kerzner building, Braamfontein.

 Compering the event was 
television and radio broadcaster, 
Ursula Chikane.

Dr Anna Mokgokong, a successful 
business woman who is a medical 
doctor by training, delivered the 
keynote address themed ‘ethics, 
excellence and empowerment’. 

A prelude to her address included 
wishing the women a Happy 
Women’s month and welcoming 
octogenarians, former ambassador 
to the United Kingdom, Lindiwe 
Mabuza and Prisca Molotsi.

In her address, Dr Anna said:  “We 
can follow the pathways of key 
women who made their way into 
the Bible, like they do in the 
Guinness World Book of Records.”

Catholic women 
mean business
Catholic women 
mean business

In safe handsIn safe hands

The women of significance who 
epitomised and fully represented 
her topic and theme were Mother 
Mary, Deborah and the women who 
assisted Jesus and the disciples. 

Ethics, like charity, she said, begin 
with how you treat members of 
your immediate family. She 
explained that ethics and intellect 
are intertwined, using King 
Solomon as an example. Describing 
him as a phenomenum of his time, 

she said what brought about his 
downfall was his breach of the 
covenant with God and which 
amounted to unethical behaviour. 

“Excellence is a virtue, pursue it. 
This should underpin our work as 
Catholics. Do not be afraid of failure, 
but also do not be afraid of success,” 
she encouraged.

  Catholics in business, Dr Anna 
said should not be shy and should 
not be apologetic if they work hard 

and are duly paid. She quoted 
both Jeremiah 29: 11 where 
the Lord says He has plans to 
prosper us, and  
the parable of talents in 
Matthew 25.

 She also encouraged the 
enabling of those living in 
poverty to create livelihoods 
for themselves as this is more 
sustainable than hand-outs.

Passionate about women 
empowerment, the doctor 
said they should not be afraid 
to research other sectors of 
business.

Another Catholic power-
house, executive director of 
UN women, Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka sent a video 
message of support. 

In it she said: “Being a good 
Catholic businesswoman 
means you must stay ‘woke’ 
as the Pope never sleeps, so 
you have a good leader to 
look up to.” 

This was followed by a 

From left: Dr Anna Mokgokong, Ursula 

Chikane and Connie Motshumi.

In a move which has been 
described as a major event for our 
Archdiocese, and country, the 

recent plenary session of the South 
African Bishops’ Conference 
approved, and laid the foundations 
for the sainthood of Danny and 
Domitilla Hyams, founders of Little 
Eden. Domitilla founded the home 
in 1967 after taking care of a 
neighbour’s child.

This is a home for profoundly 
physically and mentally challenged 
adults and children in Edenvale. The 
association also runs a farm in Baps-
fontein, offering sheltered employ-
ment to those residents who are 
able to work.

Speaking to ADNews, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, said this was a 
momentous occasion for our 
Archdiocese. 

It was also a first for South Africa 
where a couple is being considered.

“Over the years, her numbers 
grew. In the light of the recent 
Esidimeni scandal, where the 
mentally-challenged were abused 
by the government system, 
Domitilla is a shining example with 
her love of all people. She spent her 
life improving the lives of the 
profoundly-challenged people. We 
also feel she would not have been 
able to do this without the support 
of her husband, Daniel,” he said.

The Archbishop said Domitilla 
considered people with intellectual 
disability as equally precious in the 
eyes of God and have a right to be 
here, and to be helped to reach their 
full potential despite their 
limitations.

 “One of key phrases that came 

Possible saints for the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg

out of the Second Vatican Council 
was the universal call to holiness 
(Lumen Gentium, Chapter 5). Given 
the increasing threats to our faith, 
the Church constantly needs 
witnesses of holiness. Yet holiness is 
not only the preserve of those in 
religious life but, as Pope Francis has 
said, it is something that is part of 
the ordinary lives of all God’s 
people. (Gaudete et Exultate esp. 7).

“With such examples of holiness, 
others can be encouraged to 
embark on the journey of holiness, 
knowing that it has an immensely 
positive and powerful value in the 
world,” he said.

In recent months, the Archdiocese 
has been reflecting on the lives of 
Hyams couple. Fr Malcolm McLaren 
said Domitilla had always felt a 
calling to be a missionary in Africa, 
and Little Eden became the way in 
which she not only gave expression 
to that calling, but in which her life 
reflected the values and virtues that 
are consistent with holiness. 

“However, what makes this case 
special, is that the Archdiocese is 
looking at both husband and wife 
(such as Louis and Zélie Martin who 
feature in the prayer for the upcom-
ing World Meeting of Families). In 
other words, the Archdiocese will be 
considering how they lived out the 
virtues in their married and family 
life, within their parish of Edenvale, 
and by establishing and running 
Little Eden,” he added.

 With both having passed away 
more than five years ago, this initial 
review of their lives is the first step 
in a long process that will investi-
gate whether there are sufficient 
grounds for them to be presented in 
Rome, at the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints, to be considered 
for beatification and canonisation. 
In the coming weeks, a formal 
petition (known as the Libellus) will 
be presented to the Archbishop, 
and this will be published in 
ADNews, so that anyone with 
relevant information about the 
couple can provide relevant 
information to assist the Archbishop 
and the Postulator of the Cause.

Danny and Domitilla Hyams
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PATRONAL FEASTS: 
SEPTEMBER

5th  St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
Crystal Park

8th  Our Lady’s Birthday, all Marian 
parishes

9th St Peter Claver, Pimville (1928)
14th Holy Cross, Zola (1960)
15th  Mater Dolorosa, Kensington South 

(1956); Our Lady of Dolours,  
Carletonville (1956) and Our Lady 
of Sorrows, Nigel (1939)

20th  St Andrew Kim, Midrand Korean 
community (2008)

24th  Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni 
(1964) and Springs (1920)

26th  Ss Cosmas and Damian, Cosmo 
City 2008

27th St Vincent de Paul Society
29th St Gabriel, Khutsong (1961) and 

St Michael, Meadowlands (1973)
30th  St Jerome, Houghton Croatian 

community (1993)

CONFIRMATIONS IN SEPTEMBERPope’s Intentions: 
Universal:  Young people in 
Africa – that young people in 

Africa may have access to  
education and work in their own 

countries

Confirmations, Nyolohelo

Join the Bat Kol Scripture group  
to explore the book of Isaiah

Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great poet 
and an acute politician,  

but above all he was a prophet.  
For hundreds of years after Isaiah’s 

death his disciples continued in  
his tradition writing prayers, oracles 

and stories of faith.

Third Saturday of every month

HOLY FAMILY COLLEGE, PARKTOWN
 Sister Marie Andre Mitchelle SND  

072 250-4944

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?    COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

COMMUNITY NOTICES

                        A 13 week Seminar/Support Group 
Programme for those mourning the death of a loved one.

Saturdays at 9.30 am 
at St Charles Catholic Church, 35 Road No 3, Victory Park

Each week session highlights a different aspect of grief.
Contact Coralie Deas 083 524-7016

DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?

Find help and healing for the hurt 
from separation or divorce.
St John’s Catholic church, 

Northriding offers counselling and 
group therapy. 

For further information, 
contact Arianna –  071 138-8401

His Grace Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI administered the sacrament 
of confirmation to 19 candidates at Nyolohelo, Sebokeng on 29 July. 
Pictured are the candidates with parish priest, Fr Simphiwe Kheswa 
OFM.                                                                           Tankiso Nyelele

Sat 1 09:30 St Claire Orange Farm
Sun 2 09:00 St John the Baptist Brakpan
Sun 2 09:00 Our Lady of Dolours Carletonville
Fri 7 18:00 Blessed Sacrament Malvern
Sun 9 08:00 St Albert Vosloorus
Fri 14 18:00 Mater Dolorosa Kensington South
Sat 15 11:00 St Paul of the Cross Bekkersdal
Sun23 10:00 St Benedict Sebokeng
Fri 28 18:00 Blessed Sacrament Malvern
Sat 29 11:00 St John the Apostle Florida
Sat 29 10:00 St Therese Edenvale
Sun 30 10:00 Our Lady of Mercy Springs
Sun 30 08:30 Our Lady of Fatima Sharpeville

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
invites you to a personal 
encounter with Christ

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR, SOWETO
“To the thirsty I will give water without 

price from the fountain of life … 
Let those who are thirsty come, let those 

who so desire take the water of life  
without price.”  (Rev. 21:6, 22:17)

Wednesday evenings, 
5 September – 31 October

18:00 – 20:30pm   
Christ the King Catholic Church, 

Orlando East 

Contact: Charity 078 736 4832
Marieke 011 402 6400 (w)

The candidates who will be confirmed at our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia 
this year enjoyed  their retreat in preparation oh this event at the Ha 
Phororo Youth Retreat centre at Hartbeespoort Dam.  

Rivonia RetreatRivonia Retreat

Trafficking in persons 
happens on your doorstep - find out more

Zoo Lake (off Lower Park Drive)
Saturday 6 October from 10:30

Catholic Men’s Forum –  
Vaal Deanery Annual Retreat  

24 September – 08:00
Venue: St Benedict Zone 3 

Sebokeng
For more information contact 

Mohau: 073 899-6492
Nash: 076 644-1237

An awareness raising event 
hosted by Sisters for Justice.

Human trafficking has 
been labelled the new 

slave trade. Modern 
slaves also end up 

working for no wages with no 
prospect of changing their 

situation without outside help.

Vulnerable people are lured with 
promises of marriage, good jobs, education – and then held 
against their will, working in agriculture, in domestic service, in 
the sex trade. They are strangers in their place of work, are 
isolated from their families and have nowhere to turn for help 
nor the means to flee.

Come to Zoo Lake to meet organisations and people active in 
the fight against trafficking. Find out how you can help counter 
the scourge human trafficking.

For more info contact: 
Loek Gomans 0xx-xxx-xxxx  / Shelagh Mary shf 083-256-1422

Depicting the mysteries
The new stained glass window project at  
St Patrick’s Catholic Church La Rochelle will 
depict the mysteries of the Holy Rosary.

Sheldon Reddiar

Find help and healing.
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 Bathe your soul 
           in colour

We need more questions about 
the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876 
  Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
  adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

[3] Violet / Purple: In the ancient 
world, purple was the most expen-
sive clothing dye, and so purple 
clothes were reserved for the 
imperial authorities and other 
powerful dignitaries. Violet 
entered into church use as late as 
the thirteenth century. It seems the 
medieval Romans considered it a 
colour of melancholy and afflic-
tion, and so it came to be used for 
times of preparation and purifica-
tion. We now use violet during 
Advent and Lent. It may also be 
used at funerals and on All Souls’ 
Day. If parishes can afford differ-
ent vestments for Advent and 
Lent, then the current practice 
would be to choose a deep blue-
purple for Advent, and a redder 
shade of violet for Lent. 

[4] Green is the colour of trees 
and plants. It is thus a colour we 
use during Ordinary Time when 
we are attempting to grow in our 
faith day by day. Green was once 
considered the colour of the Holy 
Spirit, however, and this is pro-
bably why it was originally 
employed for the Sundays after 
Pentecost.

[5] Other colours: Black may be 
used for All Souls’ Day. It may 
also be used for funerals as the 
traditional colour for mourning, 
though paragraph 39 of the Order 
of Christian Funerals advises us to 
express hope in the light of the 
paschal mystery, and warns that 
the use of black may not serve this 
purpose. Rose coloured vestments 
are a gentle pink and may be worn 
on the third Sunday of Advent and 
the fourth Sunday of Lent. Rose 
was once considered symbolic of 
joy, and so it may be used on 
these Sundays midway through 
the seasons of preparation.

The colours of the vestments are 
symbolic so we do not need to put 
additional symbols on top of the 
colours. Parishes which cannot 
afford multiple sets of vestments 
should stick to simple designs 
without pictures. It looks silly to 
see thorns and nails on an Advent 
vestment, or tongues of fire on 
Palm Sunday. A plain red or a 
plain violet will prove more ver-
satile and affordable. 

Since no one has sent on a 
question this month, I have 
dusted off an article from 

ten years ago in the hope that 
some new readers may find it 
helpful.

Why do Catholic clergy have  
differently coloured vestments at 
different times of the year?

The poet, Kahlil Gibran, wrote: 
“Let me, O let me bathe my soul 
in colours; let me swallow the 
sunset and drink the rainbow.” 
Like the poet, we recognise the 
beauty in the colours of nature 
and, as a God-given gift to us, are 
not afraid to use colour in our 
worship. Colours help us to 
emphasise the particular mood of 
a celebration or liturgical season, 
and to distinguish the feasts and 
seasons from one another. 

Throughout church history, 
many different colours and colour 
combinations have been used, 
often depending on local cultures. 
For the sake of this article I will 
limit the discussion to today’s 
practice in the Latin Rite where 
we use white, red, violet and 
green. 

What is the Catholic significance 
of the various colours?

[1] White seems to have been the 
colour of the earliest Christian 
vestments. White is the colour of 
pure light. It symbolises purity 
and innocence, even glory. White 
is used for all the major feasts  
of Our Lord (apart from his 
Passion). It is used for the Blessed 
Virgin and for all saints who were 
not martyrs. White is also used 
for ritual Masses of baptism,  
marriage, and holy orders, though 
the various ritual books now call 
for vestments “of a festive  
colour”, thus allowing for some 
variety in local cultures. The  
colour of resurrection and new 
life, white is now used for funeral 
Masses and other Masses of the 
dead. White can be substituted 
with gold or silver, especially on 
major feastdays. 

[2] Red is the colour of blood, 
therefore it is used for the Passion 
of Christ (Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, Triumph of the Holy 
Cross), and for the feasts of apos-
tles and martyrs who gave their 
lives for Christ. Red is also seen 
as the colour of fire and so is used 
at Masses of the Holy Spirit like 
Pentecost Sunday. It may be used 
for confirmation Masses, provided 
these do not clash with one of the 
major feastdays or with the 
Sundays of Advent, Christmas, 
Lent and Easter.

To better manage the activi-
ties that Justice and Peace 
participates in parishes, 

the department is establishing 
executive committees in the eight 
deaneries.

The Soweto deanery convened 
on 21 July at Holy Rosary, Phiri 
with the meeting chaired by the 
J&P Head of Department, Joseph 
Dube. 

Highlighting some of the core 
responsibilities of the committee, 
Joseph said: “We need to incor-
porate Justice and Peace issues in 
the deanery pastoral councils and 
we should look at participating in 
the Archdiocesan process, includ-
ing the 2019 Synod.”

He conceded that some projects 
were ‘decided on by the depart-
ment without the input of people 
on the ground’. He added that 

Water was delivered to Cape Town 
where there are water restrictions 
due to the recent drought.

Among other problems 
plaguing Westonaria, are 
Department of Home Affairs 

(DHA) matters. After Mass said by 
parish priest of Immaculate 
Conception, Westonaria, Fr Ray-
mond Anyanwu CSSp on 22 July, 
people gathered in the hall to 
address these, with the help of the 
Justice and Peace Department.

The parish group thanked the 
presenters for sacrificing their time 
to share information with people 
who are in desperate need of it.

“Even though the department 
does not operate on weekends, 
you are here and we appreciate 
that very much,” said Head of 
Department, Joseph Dube.

The DHA, Randfontein office 
manager, Pride Monnakgotla and 
control immigration officer, Zodwa 
Xantana dispelled rumours, offered 
clarification and tackled questions 
related to departmental processes.

Said Pride: “The DHA does not 
victimise people who admit they 
lack knowledge of its processes 
and seek clarification on matters. 
We prefer that to people being 
misguided and being caught up in 
a web of scams by bogus officers.

“Conversely, there are people 
who find loopholes and ruin things 
for people with pure intentions.

“If you in the country just one 
day after your permit expires, you 
are considered illegal and you are 
declared undesirable. You then 
have to produce a valid reason 
why you have overstayed,” she 
added.

Zodwa advised people to guard 

against overstaying. She said non-
South African citizens have the 
misconception that just because 
one is married to a South African 
makes them legal. People, she 
added, in those situations are 
supposed to have an ‘accompany 
spousal permit’, which is valid for 
two years as a start before they 
can eventually obtain a non-citizen 
South African identity document.

“Go to your country of origin 
and obtain an impediment letter 
that gives an overview that one is 
not married.

“If you pay a bribe, even for 
services that are free, you are an 
accomplice in a crime and officials 
can open a case against you,” she 
warned. 

Issues addressed at the meeting, 
included migrants being charged 
at clinics for services which are 
available at no charge. 

Those with complex issues were 
able to have one-on-one sessions 
with the civil servants.

Lerato Mohone 

Justice and Peace members, from left: Hlengiwe Tshabalala, Tsholofelo 
Chakale, Nonhlanhla Ndaba and Alvin Moumakwe.

Justice and Peace 
forms deanery 

executive 
committee

although they are thinking green, 
some projections were ‘too 
ambitious’. One such example 
was the installation of solar 
geysers when the electrical geyser 
seemed to be, on the face of it, 
more affordable for people.

“One aim is to work with ward 
councillors. The department aims 
to educate communities on the 
integrated development plans, 
which will determine the future 
of communities, as well as basic 
service delivery issues.”

He encouraged people to be 
part of their ward community’s 
WhatsApp group, so that when 
there is a problem, a WhatsApp 
text is an easy and inexpensive 

way to inform the committee.
After encouraging J&P mem-

bers to stand for ward committee 
elections, 12 people were elected 
as members in their respective 
municipalities. These members 
have been able to engage their 
councillors on a one-on-one basis. 

Participants had the opportunity 
to voice their concerns and service 
delivery issues in the area.

Mannana Manyeli, Hlengiwe 
Tshabalala, Bulelani Buyeye, 
Fikile Sontshatsha, Nonhlanhla 
Ndaba and Raisile Moeketsi 
volunteered to be part of the 
executive committee that will 
coordinate the running of projects 
in Soweto.                Lerato Mohone

Participants listening attentively.

Home Affairs a problem – Dube

Justice and Peace Department  
volunteer, Mantika Ndlovu (left) listens 
as Pride Monnakgotla gives her  
presentation.

A big thank 
you for the 
water donated

The Justice and Peace Department, 
as well as the Rector of the Mother 
of Mercy Shrine, Fr Charles Uloko 
CSsR have extended their gratitude 
to all who responded to the call for 
a donation of water. The response 
was wonderful, said J&P Head of 
Department, Joseph Dube. The Gift 
of the Givers helped with transport 
of the water sent to areas in 
desperate need. 

Head of Justice and Peace Depart-
ment, Joseph Dube with staff from 
the Gift of the Givers.

Water being loaded onto the truck 
which transported the water.
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Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion), 
Catholics must be told, for their eternal 

welfare, and survival of their  
unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill  :  
pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

Above: The Stations of the Cross.

Right: Mass celebrated on the 
mountain by Fr Jorge Guerra.

Annual retreat to Magaliesburg

Marriage Day

Parishioners of St Patrick’s,  
La Rochelle and Our Lady of 

Fatima, South Hills once again 
bundled up for their Magaliesburg 
pilgrimage on 28 July. However, 
clothes were shed during the trek 
up the mountain as, unlike last 
year, the weather was perfect. 

The annual retreat was 
organised by the Why Catholic/
Renew Africa groups and all 45 
parishioners were in high spirits 
from dawn till dusk. The day 
began at 6:45am, and the 
programme included the Rosary, 
Divine Mercy, stations of the 

cross, Adoration, Mass and a talk 
about youth and vocations by the 
ever-welcoming Fr Charles Uloko. 
Parish priest, Fr Jorge Guerra 
urged all to disconnect themselves 
from their busy social lives and to 
focus on prayer, silence and medi-
tation. The serenity and beauty of 
Magaliesburg enabled everyone to 
connect with God in some way. 
Parishioners eagerly await the 
next spiritually-uplifting retreat, 
but unfortunately have to wait a 
whole year.             Yuresha Perumal

Enthusiastic parishioners before the walk, with Fr Jorge Guerra and  
Fr Charles Uloko.

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference 

Marriage and Family Office 
(MFO) began its three-yearly, six-
week marriage and family weeks 
campaign at the end of August.  
The closing date, 7 October, can 
be celebrated as Marriage Day for 
everyone. The overall theme is 
Laudato Si in the family 
environment, so there will be a 
focus on the environment as well. 

The sacrament of matrimony is 
for the whole church not only for 
married couples. All church 
structures and organisations 
should be focusing on and 
supporting family members, 
young and old, couples, parents, 

grandparents, the widowed and 
divorced.

Suggestions to celebrate 
Marriage Day are available on 
www.marfam.org.za  and 
Facebook or toni@marfam.org.za 
or 082 552-1275. 

Resources from the MFO can 
be obtained from Fr Sakhi 
Mofokeng at the SACBC 
012 323-6458.   

Toni Rowland

Some of the Friends of the Shrine at the briefing. In front is Shrine 
merchandise on sale to raise funds.

Outside the Church of the  
Resurrection, Bryanston are, from 

left: Fr Eric Onyzoziri,  
Fr Hubert Ophru, Msgr Paschal 

Nwaezeapu and Fr Simeon  
Mautin of the Archdiocese of 

Lagos, Nigeria. They concele-
brated Mass in the parish with  

Fr Keith Gordon-Davis and 
Fr Theo Macupe on Sun, 
12 August, the eve of the  

“From Maintenance to Mission” 
conference. The Nigerian visitors 

were here to attend the confer-
ence, but hoped to have time  

to see something of our  
Archdiocese. 

Judy Stockill

Nigerian visitors

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
briefs Friends of the Shrine

The Mother of Mercy Shrine 
fundraising committee, 
together with Archbishop Buti 

Tlhagale OMI launched a briefing 
session for the Near East Deanery 
Friends of the Shrine at St Joseph’s, 
Mokoena in Katlehong on Sat 28 
July.

The Friends of the Shrine, brain-
child of the Archbishop, was 
established to spearhead the fund-
raising. The aim of the briefing was 
to spell out the functions of the 
friends’ committee and to enlighten 
them on progress thus far.

The Archbishop said our Arch-
diocese, the biggest in Southern 
Africa – and one of two dioceses 
out of 27 without a Shrine – has 
much attachment and devotion to 
Our Lady. This Shrine, he said, 
would affirm us in our journey of 
faith. “Therefore as Catholics, we 
need to promote the veneration of 
Our Lady”.

This is one of a series of briefings 
for other deaneries. It was 
represented by the following 
parishes: St Joseph’s; St Augustine, 
Germiston; Resurrection, Dawn 
Park; St Albert’s, Vosloorus; Holy 
Family, Spruitview; Sacred Heart, 
Katlehong; and Our Lady of  
Mt Carmel, Thokoza.

A committee to oversee the 
smooth running of project of the 
Shrine was elected.

They are: Otto Mganga,  
St Joseph’s (chairperson); Mathews 
Ngoumou, St Augustine (secretary); 
Maria Makhoba, Resurrection, 
(treasurer) and Lorraine Ndaba,  
St Albert’s (additional member).

His Grace thanked the parish 
priest, Fr Elijah Otu for hosting the 
meeting and the Friends of the 
Shrine for their attendance. “I hope 
the project will grow with your 
assistance”, he said.

Abel Dlamini
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale is flanked by 
some members of Shrine fundraising 
committee. From left: Tsholofelo 
Mokale, Lebo Wa Majahe, Veronica  
Peterson and Fr Elijah Otu, host parish 
priest on the far right.
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Although many Catholics 
regard the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine in 

Magaliesburg as their second 
home, not many can claim this as 
their place of birth.

However, SA Police Service 
Colonel Mpho Annah Mofokeng, 
whose services now include 
protecting the Shrine, proudly 
says she “ran around” the area 
while growing up.

Her parents lived on the 
premises of the current Shrine. 

“Our home was the house that is 
located not far from the parking 
area.” 

She has fond memories of living 
in the house, enjoying playing 
with her peers and being an 
obedient child.

Col Mofokeng was a devout 
Catholic from a young age, 
attending Mass and actively 
participating in the activities in the 
community and the church. 

“At the age of 12, I was the 
youngest choir member in my 
home parish, St James, an interest 
that was fostered by my late uncle 
who conducted the choir.”

The colonel’s career in the 
police service has spanned over 
two decades.

“Back in 1995, I was the first 
black woman to join the South 
African Police Service in 
Magaliesburg. However, I never 
saw myself as a ‘woman-in-
blue’,” she admits. 

Due to financial constraints, 
she was unable to follow a career 
in social work.

“A former teacher encouraged 
me to join the police as she said I 
exhibited qualities of a very 
capable and committed lady to 
serve the community of 
Magaliesburg. 

“With time, I realised that 
ensuring the safe and secure 
environment of citizens through 
policing was my calling and my 
passion automatically developed,” 
she said.

This officer has gone up the 
police ranks and today holds the 
title of colonel. She is the section 
head at Gauteng Provincial head 
office in Human Resource 
Development.

Her role now includes 
coordinating and being respons-
ible for training colleagues in 
relation to developments within 
the service such as women and 
children programmes and the 
management of courses 

conducted in Gauteng.
She is motivated by Matthew 

5:9 ‘Blessed are the 
peacekeepers, for they shall be 
called the children of God’.

As a woman, wife, mother and 
a manager at work, there will 
always be challenges that one 
encounters, she added. 

“Sometimes you find 
colleagues who are disrespectful, 
difficult, unsupportive and not 
willing to be led by a woman. At 
times, one wrestles balancing the 
demands of the job and family.”    

The colonel, who is also a 
member of Justice and Peace lists 
the joint J&P awareness 
campaign in 2017, with Our Lady 
of Peace, Roodepoort, hosted by 
Magaliesburg, on the 16 days of 
activism against women and child 
abuse, as one of the projects that 
has been most interesting for her.

Being exposed to many heart-
breaking and dangerous situations 
is part of her career. In the begin-
ning, she would go home to her 
husband, Diyau, threatening to 
resign. 

One of the most dangerous 
incidents she has been involved 
in was attending a house robbery 
where a woman was raped and 
the husband fatally shot. With the 
whereabouts of the suspects 
unknown, she and her colleague 
had to be very cautious when 
approaching the scene.

Col Mofokeng proudly 
professes her faith even at work 
and does not shy away from 
making the sign of the cross 
when praying during parades. 

She is also the branch president 
of St James’ Catholic Women’s 
League, a confirmation class 
catechist and a Liturgy committee 
member.

Lerato Mohone

Our Shrine 
is in good hands

panel discussion made up of Dr 
Anna, other formidable women 
such as pilot Lindi Mamashela, 
hotelier – Lindiwe Siddo-Sangweni 
and Premier Soccer League head of 
stakeholder relations and commu-
nications, Connie Motshumi.

The forum’s executive director,  
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu stated that 
projections for the future include 
mentorship programmes for 
upcoming business people.

The Catholic Business Forum is 
comprised of women and men who 
strive to apply the principles of the 
Catholic faith to their daily lives in 
the marketplace.

The mission statement says the 
forum seeks to strengthen the Cath-
olic faith by sharing professional 
experiences, fostering business 
ethics and social responsibility, and 
promoting community service.

The national executive committee 
of the forum is: Patron – Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI, CEO – Mahadi 
Buthelezi, Executive Director –  
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu, Strategic 
Development Director – Fr Brian 
Mhlanga OP and Development 
Director – Peter Mpuang.

The event ended with the 
recitation of the Angelus at midday.

For more information contact 
info@catholicbf.co.za

Lerato Mohone

Catholic women mean business –
continued from page 5.

Topics proposed by parishes in the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, which 
are to be addressed by the upcoming Synod.

The Department of Evangelisation requests that the duly appointed  
"2ND SYNOD CHAMPION" arrange for proper dialogue and discussion at all 

levels within the parish and then list three to five topics that your PPC believes 
are most relevant and that should be addressed at the Synod to be held in 

September next year, 2019. These topics (with clarifying explanations, where 
necessary) are then to be submitted on this form by November 2018. 

Only one submission is to be made per parish. 
Please contact Odilon Molapo 

should you require further clarity - 011 402 6400.

1. Parish Name and Place *
2. The most important Topic for discussion at Synod 2019. 
3. The second Topic.
4. The third Topic.
5. The fourth Topic.
6. The fifth Topic. 

The link to submit the Topics is :-  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrcLzxiUDqFkoscX9bg 

VQYyjB1_dO6EvpLtBElyDdxXW9Jww/viewform

Please diarise the Synod 2019 dates – 20 and 21 September 2019.

SYNOD 2019

Josephine and Ubi Mgobozi 
from Holy Cross, Zola met 
after his cousin decided to 

play matchmaker. Ubi was told 
about this beautiful seamstress at 
his workplace who would be 
perfect for him. “As long as she 
doesn’t drink and smoke, I am 
willing to play along,” Ubi told 
him.

When they met, it was love at 
first sight for him. Not so much 
for Josephine. However, he was so 
persistent and persuasive that she 
was soon smitten with him.

Three months later, they decided 
to get married and he sent his 
uncles to her family to negotiate 
lobola for her. A year later, on  
18 July 1958, they entered into the 
sacrament of holy matrimony.

“The wedding was not a big 
fuss. It was myself, my bride and 
the parish priest of Regina Mundi, 
Rockville at the time. The gentle-
man who was tending the garden 
became our witness,” Ubi relates.

Ubi takes delight in driving his 
wife around and waits for her 
when she has to attend the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus sodality meetings 

Sixty years of 
marital bliss

Josephine and Ubi Mgobozi

after Mass. 
The Mgobozis thank God for 

the grace of being together for so 
long. They enjoy sitting together 
for meals and praying as a couple. 
Even in his advanced years, Ubi 
still helps with household chores 
such as washing the dishes and 
putting the washing on the line. 

As in any other marriage, they 
did encounter tests.

 “Know your spouse, love your 
spouse’s family – partners also 
have their faults. Compliment 
them on the good they do and 
lovingly correct them,” they both 
listed these as their secrets to a 
successful marriage.

For their anniversary, they 
received a special blessing from 
visiting priest, Fr Jordan Ngondo.

Their union has produced seven 
children, 11 grandchildren and 
several great-grandchildren.

As his beloved Josephine 
walked towards him, aided by a 
walking stick to pose for a 
picture, he said: “The more I 
grow old with her, the more 
deeply I fall in love with her.”

Lerato Mohone
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Arn Steyn, who says he has been 
at all CWL fetes for 40 years, 
entertained the children with 
kite flying. Ida Steyn, a long-
serving member of the CWL, 
is his wife.

The CWL branch 
of Our Lady of 
Fatima, Dube, 
sold head scarves 
and necklaces 
demonstrated 
here by Dudu 
Hlatshwayo 
(right). With 
her is Pamela 
Nkabinde.

The parish of St Margaret, 
Diepkloof was packed to 
capacity on Friday, 3 Aug-

ust, with mourners coming to bid 
farewell to Rebecca Kgage, 
mother to Fr Oupa Kgage. 

About 30 priests were in 
attendance, coming from as far 
away as Witbank and Pretoria. 
Mme Rebecca was described by 
most speakers as “the glue” that 
kept everybody together. She 
diligently served God through the 
ministry of St Cecilia, leading 
people in prayer through her voice 
by singing. She was a pioneer of 
St Cecilia in her parish, never 
missed church gatherings, and 
even when she was ill, would be 
asked to be fetched.

The feast of 
Sts Anne and Joachim

Members of the sodality of St Anne’s, St Peter Claver, Pimville celebrated 
the feast of Sts Anne and Joachim by having lunch with the children and 
staff of the Orlando Children’s Home and also spoiling them with parcels 
filled with goodies, on Sun, 29 July.                                Photo: Magadi Chapi

On Sun, 29 July, the parish of 
St Benedict, Zone 3  

Sebokeng had a special Mass for 
Sr Thobile who was celebrating 
her birthday and anniversary to 
religious life. 

The day also saw the young 
adults celebrate Ntate Pitso who 
is an elderly member of the 
church. They thanked him for his 

T Thema receiving a  
certificate from Fr Innocent.

Sr Thobile and Ntate Pitso
Celebrating

contribution in the upbringing of 
young people in the church.  

The day was arranged by the 
Secular Francisan Order and the 
young adults of St Benedict. 

Pictured from left: Evelyn 
Radebe, Mirriam Radebe,  
Sr Thobile Maloyi, Mateboho 
Leteba and Julia Radebe. 

Cynthia Malinga

Bishop Emeritus Zithulele 
Mvemve, who was in attendance, 
paid tribute to the deceased and 
gave thanks to Mme Rebecca for 
giving him a son who worked 
under his guidance when he was 
still the Bishop of Klerksdorp.

“When I think of what my 
mother underwent to ensure that 
she raised all of us, I describe the 
role she played as heroic. She 
lived her vocation of motherhood 
in extraordinary ways, extending 
it to neighbours and their children 
as well, who all fondly referred to 
her as “mamane”. Her love for 
people reflected the love of God, 
and cherished all whom God had 
entrusted to her,” said Fr Oupa.

In his homily, Fr Remigius 

Makobane OMI, highlighted that 
during his time in the parish, he 
remembered Rebecca as a nurse 
who lived her oath as a “Florence 
Nightingale” of the time and who, 
who every Sun after Mass, would 
visit the sick members of the 
parish without fail.

“She would ensure that she 
bathed and fed them, before 
calling me to come and administer 
the sacrament to them,” Fr Remi 
said. The Requiem Mass was a 
beautiful culmination to a life 
well-lived, with a short 
programme of speakers followed 
by worshipping through songs in 
between. The profound and long 
lasting impact she made in the 
lives of many was a lesson of 
love.

Lebo WA Majahe

Members of St Cecilia carrying the body of Rebecca Kgage 
into St Margaret’s Church.

Farewell to Rebecca Kgage

CWL Fete a 
Wow, again
Catholic Women’s League (CWL) branches 
come together annually and stage the Arch-
diocese’s most fun event. This year’s 
“Sisonke – Together” fete on Sun, 5 August 
was no exception.

The Boys’ Brigade band of  
Second Noordgesig Company played some 

rousing marches. They are based at the 
Faithful Temple Ministry in Noordgesig 

and sponsored by St Charles, Victory 
Park. Their band manager, Ashleen 

Young, can be seen second from 
the left  at the back.

Among the 
handicraft was 
the St Charles, 

Victory Park 
knitting stall 
which, in the 

morning, was 
piled high with 

knitted goods 
of all descrip-
tions. Louisa

by Judy Stockill

da Silva (left) and Jacinta Gabey help a  
customer select from the few items left  
by late afternoon.

On 29 July, in 
keeping with 

the tradition of the 
constitution of the 
St Anne’s sodality,  
to serve the 
family, the church and the 
community, the feast day was 
celebrated at St Pius X – Mofolo, 
honoring veterans and youth by 
giving them certificates of appre-
ciation for serving the church and 

the sodality with love and loyalty.
The sodality’s patroness, St Anne, 

was a model of love, loyalty, care 
and concern.

The veterans are:  Gladys Mphuthi 
(56 years); Alfonsina Mbira (53 years); 
Julia Mofokeng (45 years); Letta 
Mposula (40 years); Patricia Ngobese 
(38 years); Jacinta Bopape and Inno-
centia Mokone (37 years); Magdeline 
Tshabalala (34 years); Lorraine 
Gabonantho (29 years); Dorah Nthite 
and Elizabeth Molahlwe (27 years); 
Christine Takadi (26 years); Johanna 

Modise and Bongi Shibambo  
(25 years); Cathrine Mabuya 
(23 years); Betty Khambule 

(21 years); Winnie Fononda, 
Margaret Mncube and Mme 

Nziba (20 years).
The organisation also contri-

buted to young students by 
funding their studies. This support 
will be continued until they 
complete their studies.

Lastly, St Anne’s honoured the 
committed youth who grew up in 
the parish, and continued with 
their studies, as well as God’s 
work. Although they graduated, 
they continued serving the parish 
and being good role models.  

These outstanding children are: 
T Mgxali, K Legodi, M Rapiri,  
N Zikalala, L Mathiba, T Thema.

The ceremony was conducted by 
parish priest: Fr Innocent Daniel, 
assisted by Mme Senoamadi and 
Sibongile Shibambo.

by Sibongile Shibambo

Celebrating        the month 
                  of     St Anne  

One of the longest serving members of 
St Anne’s sodality, Gladys Mphuthi.

Members with their 
certificates.

Above: Lindo Mnisi, Nomasonto Tshabalala, 
Khanyisile Mdletshe and Phumlani Shiule 
received funding for their studies.

Make use of our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact information about the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg, events and organisations?

We have a comprehensive list of Cathholic parishes, 
priests, schools, homes, creches, shelters, sodalities, secular 
orders and Chancery department news. 

The latest copies of ADNews are also on the website.
The website has thousands of visitors on a daily basis.
Churches, sodalities and parishioners are welcome to submit  

their upcoming events and news for the website through  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

Our official website and directory addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za  •  www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za
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Ines 
bounces 
back

Acid burn victim, Ines 
Antonio, through, 
amongst others, the 

support of the Catholic Church 
and her counsellor Marie-Anne 
Tebrake, who heads the Founda-
tion for Person and Family, is 
recuperating well.

Despite severe disfigurement 
after her former boyfriend, and 
father of her child, Jan Pieterse,  
threw a can of acid over her, Ines 
has recovered and is now writing 
a book about her experiences. She 
has also become a motivational 
speaker.

Tebrake is assisting her by 
transcribing her handwritten notes.

Ines Antonio made headlines in 
2014 when Pieterse burned her 
with acid, disfiguring her face and 
chest. She has undergone some 60 
surgeries since.

“I am still angry how the 
second-long incident changed my 
life and appearance forever.”

She said she was abused her 
whole life by people who were 
supposed to love her. 

“The book is about my journey 
and the abuse I have experienced. 
From my stepmother’s hands to 
my brother and then my partner.  
It is about my recovery and my 
feelings.”

Ines, from Mozambique, said 
her mother died when she was 
young and her father remarried. 
“My stepmother never used to 
feed me. She used to tell my dad 
that I refused to eat her food. She 
locked me out and lied to my dad 
that I never wanted to be home. 
My dad always took her side and 
never believed me,” she said.

Her father was exasperated with 
the constant fighting and sent her 
to stay with her brother in Joburg.

“I was about 12 when I moved 
in with my brother. He constantly 
said I was ungrateful and did not 
appreciate the home he gave me. 
It was like being thrown in the 
lion’s den. He used to wake me up 
at 3am and make me polish the 
floors and wash his underwear and 

Auxiliary Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
delivering his homily

Jesus literally revealed His 
glory to three of the apostles 
during transfiguration.

Delivering his homily on the 
Feast of the Transfiguration 
during the Southern African 
Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) 
recent plenary session, Auxiliary 
Duncan Tsoke said the feast 
commemorates Jesus taking the 
apostles up a mountain and was 
transfigured before them.

“He became dazzling white and 
radiant with glory. This was an 
important image for them to have 
in their minds in preparation for 
the very real image of the 
suffering and the death Jesus was 
about to undergo.

“As I was preparing today’s 
reflection, I wondered how our 
three leaders elected on Saturday 
(at the SACBC plenary) would 
go up the mountain and come 
back and relate their story of new 
mission to the rest of us? How 
would it be like? Are we ready to 
be transformed by their prophetic 
voice? Are we ready to be 
inspired and be challenged by 
their new vision? Are we ready to 

Four new full members were 
enrolled with the Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL)  
on Assumption Sunday at  
St Albert’s, Vosloorus.  
They are seen here holding 
their special dedication  
candles with parish priest,  
Fr S’milo Mngadi, who  
presided.

Writing about one’s life’s 
experiences is therapeutic.

So said Marie-Anne 
Tebrake, chairperson of the Found-
ation for Person and Family who is 
involved with the counselling of 
acid burn victim, Ines Antonio and 
assisting her in writing her auto-
biography.

The foundation was started in 
2011 and, together with Theology of 
the Body SA (TOBSA), facilitates the 
nature and scope of the teachings 
of Pope St John Paul II’s theology on 
the subject.

As such, it runs and develops 
many different courses, seminars, 
talks and retreats for a wide range of 
audiences, the main ones being sex 
and sexuality, and the meaning of 
marriage.  “Our main theme is the 

dignity of the human person.
Pastoral support and care for 

those struggling with the effects 
of  abortion and divorce, as well as 
those experiencing marriage 
problems and same sex attraction 
issues have become spin offs from 
these seminars and talks, she said.

 “We are not here to condemn or 
counsel - we offer spiritual support.”

For schools, the foundation offers 
retreats for school children as young 
as grade three on the dignity of the 
human person; sexuality and 
morality education retreats for 
grades six and seven, as well as age-
appropriate, morality-based 
programs for high school students 
on the issues facing young people 
today when it comes to love, sex 
and and the meaning of life

For parishes, it runs the “Theology 
of the Body” courses for youth, 
young adults and any who are 
interested, using the “YOU” series 
and Christopher West “The Gift” DVD 
Series’ over eight to 12 weekly, one-
and-a-half hour sessions.

On the parish and diocesan level, 
weekend retreats are run outlining 

his girlfriend’s.
“I would be tired in the morning 

and when I was late he would beat 
me. He would kick me and punch 
me and throw me against the 
wall,” she cried.

Her brother eventually kicked 
her out of his house at midnight 
for refusing to bath his 12-year-
old son. “We were the same age.  
I could not wash him. I got the 
beating of my life and threw me 
out of the house,” she said.

Ines was taken in by a neigh-
bour and that, she said, was the 
first time she experienced any 
form of love and care. “She 
looked after me like I was her 
sister. She was good to me.” 

“Because of the constant abuse, 
I felt like I had curse, like I have 
dog’s blood and don’t deserve to 
be around people as no one loves 
me. Or I thought, maybe I was the 
one doing something wrong.

“I always took Jan’s abuse and 
stayed because of those feelings. 
When I first met him, he showed 
me so much love. When he started 
abusing me I started to blame 
myself,” a sobbing Antonio said.

Our Lady of the Wayside, 
Maryvale has been assisting her.

Speaking to other women about 
her experiences is helping her deal 
with her pain. The suggestion to 
be a motivational speaker and to 
write about her experiences was 
from her counsellor.

Ines, who was writing her final 
matric exams at the time of the 
attack three years ago, finally 
managed to pass in June and plans 
to study fashion designing.

She still blames the police for 
her ordeal, saying she not only 
had a protection order, but had 
also laid six charges of assault 
against him at the Norwood police 
station, all of which were ignored.

The police have subsequently 
apologised to her.

She also has her now seven-
year-old daughter to take care of 
and this helps her to get over the 
trauma. The child witnessed the 
burning of her mother and is 
terrified her father will be released 
from prison and hurt them again.

Pieterse is serving a 10-year 
sentence, one of the longest issued 
for aggravated assault.

the core teachings of the theology 
of the body, through personal 
testimonies and group “sharings”, as 
an introduction to the topic while 
aiming to provide a setting where 
participants can encounter Christ.

The Foundation for Person and 
Family is a non profit organisation 
and therefore relies on funding to 
maintain its mission. A popular 
event coming up to raise funds, the 
Clergy has got talent” will be held 
on 28 September at Holy Rosary, 
Edenvale’s, Shanahan Hall.

Other events/workshops:
• Rachel’s Vineyard weekend 

retreat – for men and women 
seeking healing from the pain of 
abortion. From 19 to 21 October, 
Benoni

• Totus Tuus Women’s Conference 
– Saturday, 3 November at Our 
Lady of Cedar, Woodmead
Surviving Divorce seminars are 

also held regularly.
To register or for more 

information go to website:   
tobsa.co.za or contact Marie-Anne 
on 078 534-0386.

Facilitating the teachings  
of St John Paul II’s theology

Marie-Anne Tebrake

New CWL 
enrollments

open our minds as we reach out 
to those who are on the margins 
of our society?” he questioned.

Bishop Tsoke said that in his 
book of Divine Renovation, 
‘From a maintenance to a 
missional Parish’, Fr James 
Mallon discusses the essential 
role of leadership and says, “If 
we are to truly recall the lost 
identity of our church, to throw 
off the shackles of an inwardly 
focused, self-referential 
maintenance church, we need 
leaders. If the church has to 
move and, being missionary, 
demands movement, we need 
leaders”. We need leaders who 

understand the role of leading 
from within who understand the 
significance of today’s feast, he 
added. One lesson we should 
take from this feast is the fact 
that the glory of Jesus was not 
lost on the cross.

“Sure, His suffering and pain 
was made manifest at that time, 
but it doesn’t change the fact that 
His glory was still just as real 
while He suffered on the cross. 
The same is true in our lives. We 
are blessed beyond measure and 
God still desires to transform our 
souls in to glorious beacons of 
light and grace. When He does 
this, we must strive to constantly 
see it. And when we suffer or 
face some cross, we must never 
take our eyes off the glorious 
things He has done in our souls.”

Bishop Tsoke in his homily, 
quoted David Haas, in his song, 
‘We are called’.

“We are called to act with 
justice, we are called to love 
tenderly, we are called to serve 
one another, to walk humbly 
with God”. In addition to 
David’s song, we are called to 
support the three wise leaders of 
our conference as we move 
forward, he concluded.

Revealing His glory …

ADNews reporter, 
Lerato Mohone is 
in Dublin, Ireland, 
covering this 
meeting. This is 
one of opening 
photos of the 
gathering of the 
clergy.

Full report in 
ADNews October.

World Meeting of Families 2018
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Celebrating 
Women’s 
Month

The Divine Worship and 
Liturgy Department hosted 

the night vigil of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the 
Cathedral of Christ the King on 
Saturday, 18 August.

After the welcoming address by 
Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI, Vicar for 

the Liturgy, the events included 
the presentation of the Angelus, 
the Rosary and the Memorare by 
various sodalities, history of 
Assumption by Fr Teboho 
Matseke and the importance of 
Mass by Fr Thabo Motshegwa.

In his homily, the Archbishop 
said the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
the gift of grace and the queen of 
Saints who assumed a humble 
status even when she was the 
Mother of God. He added that it 
was necessary for Jesus to be born 
through the Virgin Mary so He 
could be one of us.

The Archbishop pleaded with 
the men to stop the “brazen 
abusive phenomenon towards the 
women folk”. 

Concelebrating Mass with  
the Archbishop were Fr S’Milo 
Mngadi, Fr Lawrence Ndlovu,  

Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI and the 
Rev Deacons.

The West Rand Deanery choir 
presented the liturgical music.

After Mass, Fr S’milo Mngadi 
presented a talk on Mary Mother 
of the Church. He was followed 
by Fr Lawrence Ndlovu with 
praise and worship. Fr Victor 
Ngwenya delivered the healing 
service after which the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament was 
administered.

After the blessing of the 
religious articles, Fr Mahlangu 
OMI expressed his gratitude to 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, the 
priests who took part in the night 
vigil, the Liturgy Commission 
members and the parishioners who 
packed the Cathedral. 
  Abel Dlamini

St Joseph’s, Mayfair West has celebrated its 127th year anniversary. It is  
one of the oldest parishes in Johannesburg having been built in 1892.  
The original tower is still standing and been declared a heritage site

Fr Joachim Malunga and Deacon Ronald Peters celebrated the occasion. 

St Anne’s sodality members from The Good Shepard parish, Protea 
North visited the Soweto Home for the Aged Central West, Jabavu to 
donate adult nappies and toiletries to the elderly 

Donations for the aged

Parishioners distributed soup.

Deacon Edward Nyember and Fr Malesela 
Dkigale at St Theresa, Zondi, celebrating 
Women’s Month.

A long history

Assumption 
night vigil

Immaculate Conception sodalities 
came in numbers to celebrate the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The West Rand 
Deanery mass 

choir delivered 
liturgical music 
during the night 

vigil.

From left: Revs 
Boshom Mpetsheni, 
Oupa Matseke, 
Abel Maluleke and 
Santawana Sefako

Above: The new CWL members are 
presented to the congregation.

Left: Mrs Maria Morris introducing the  
new members to the congregation with 

Mrs Matsie Mbanjwa at her side to 
assist with the inauguration ceremony.

New CWL 
members

St John Bosco, Robertsham on 
August 19 inaugurated new 

members into the Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL). The 
league was attended by CWL 
members representing La Rochelle 
and Eldorado church parishes.  
Of note, the following persons were 
present: Maria Morris, Johannes-
burg Regional Council CWL 
President and Matsie Mbanjwa,  
the first CWL branch president  
for Robertsham parish, June 
Middleton, CWL Branch President 
for La Rochelle, Thoko 
Mlungwana, SWRRC President 
and honorary CWL member of  
50 years, Mavis Sarjoo of Eldorado 
Park.

 Photos:  
Dr Kevin Luk.
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On Sunday, 22 July, members  
of the Catholic Women’s League 
from Diepkloof visited a fellow 
member who is unwell. A 
member, who is also a minister 
of Holy Communion, distributed 
the Eucharist. A blue candle, 
symbolising healing, was lit with 
appropriate prayers and hymns 
sung. Thereafter, tea and cakes 

Visiting fellow Catholic 
Women’s League members 
who are sick
Top: True to their theme; Isaiah 
6:8 – Whom shall I send? Thuma 
Mina. Diepkloof CWL members 
opened their hands in service,  
visiting a fellow sick member. 

Right: Sibongile Luthango, a CWL 
member and minister of Holy  
Communion, distributing the 

Eucharist to a fellow sick member.

were shared with the family. The 
sodality is reaching out to all its 
sick members. The concept is 
almost similar to a Rosary 
crusade, however, members due 
to ill health, are usually not in a 
position to even request a visit. 
These encounters have so far 
been well received by all and 
have been spiritually-uplifting as 
this shows that the league still 
thinks of them with fondness and 
is praying for their full recovery.

Matsie Mbanjwa

The LoveMatters programme at 
Don Bosco Centre, Walkerville,  
hosted various parishes from the 
Archdiocese. Together with the 
Archdiocese of Pretoria, work-
shops were conducted during  
the school holidays. More than  
28 parishes took part with 281 
participants. 

Nhlanhla Lucky Mdlalose

LoveMatters programme

Happy 
Women’s Day

Children of Mary of St Theresa, 
Zondi with Fr Jordan Ngondo 
wishing all a Happy Women’s 
Day. The priest gave them  
rosaries as a gift.

Styles Makhoba

In commemoration of Women’s 
Day, and to raise funds, a high tea 
soiree was held at Holy Cross, 

Zola on 9 August. 
Parish priest, Fr Malesela Dikgale 

said as much as there has been 
great strides when it came to 
women emancipation, we still have 
cases such as Khensani Maseko, 
who recently committed suicide. 
This cannot be right, he said, 
slamming the scourge of abuse and 
killing of women that is besieging 
the country.

Head of the burn unit at Chris 
Hani Baragwanath hospital, Lorraine 
Tshabalala, spoke on health. She 
described cancer as abnormal cells 
multiplying themselves in the body. 
She encouraged people to examine 
their bodies and consult a medical 
practitioner for any abnormal signs.

She advised on how to prevent 
burns, adding that earlier in the 
year, they performed an amputation 
on a three-month old baby whose 
parents had been negligent. Child-
proof your homes, make sure 
electric appliances are not lying 

around in the presence of children 
and be cautious of leaving lit 
candles unattended, she appealed. 

Advocate Nthabiseng Dam-
bushe’s presentation was on 
marriage, deceased estates, debt 
review and bonds/property.

“We deal with a lot of cases 
where people sign contracts they 
do not understand. This is good 
business for us, but at whose 
expense, at what cost and is it really 
necessary,” she asked.

Legal Aid can help people 
earning below a certain threshold. 
Approach law clinics at universities 
and other organisations that offer 
services pro bono, she counselled.

Sharing the highs and lows of her 
marriage was Nana Khumalo. Whilst 
at work, tragedy befell her husband 

when he was severely burnt by high-
voltage. He was hospitalised for over 
two years and, when he was 
discharged, she became depressed. 

He was disfigured and confined to 
a wheelchair. This became too much 
for her and she set herself alight to 
‘end it all’. Don’t just say, “I will pray 
for you, sister” when people are 
hurting and going through a tough 
time. I did not marry Khumalo 
disfigured, but I want him to know  
I am not going anywhere,” she said 
gazing lovingly at him.

Convince them to talk, she said, 
adding that she could relate to how 
Job must have felt when everything 
was taken away from him. She could 
also relate to how he felt when God 
blessed him without measure. 

Lerato Mohone

On 8 August, Jabulani Kenny Tshabalala, a 
graduate of Bophelong received a certificate of 

appreciation for accompanying three new Young 
Christian Students (YCS) groups – a remarkable 

A high tea with 
a difference

Students building Christian 
leadership by themselves

From left: Fr Mokesh Morar (YCS Organiser);  
Mr Tsollo (Principal); Jabu Tsabalala; Ms Phahle  
(YCS support teacher) at Doctor Oliphant/New 
Bophelong High School, Vanderbijlpark.

revival of YCS, who are building 
their leadership by themselves for 
the greater society. Jabu has  
volunteered for the past six months 

assisting Fr Mokesh Morar, the movement organiser. 
Here Jabu is being congratulated by the Principal of 
Dr Oliphant High School and Ms Phahle, a teacher 
who is also very supportive and appreciative of YCS: 
“We need more groups in our schools.”  

During one of the school assemblies, the YCS 
learners spoke about the issue of “teasing” and how it 
can severely affect the well-being of students. They 
use the SEE-JUDGE-ACT method to raise awareness 
about concerns around them. Besides Dr Oliphant HS, 
there are two other new groups at the Bophelong High 
School and Tsollo High.

YCS is present in St Martin’s de Porres High School, 
Orlando West; Immaculata High School, Diepkloof; 
Holy Family College, Parktown; McAuley House, 
Parktown and Summat College, Johannesburg CBD. 

Learners planned, organised and facilitated a 
weekend workshop at Christ the King, Orlando East. 
Past camps were held in Magaliesberg, Bosco Centre 
and Tseseng Centre/Qwaqwa near Lesotho.

                          Fr Mokesh Morar

From left: Busisiwe Thabethe, Charmaine Makhubela, 
Ntombifuthi Ndlovu and Lorraine Tshabalala.
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1st Fr Mathieu van Vlierden
2nd Fr Albert Nolan 

Fr Remigius Makobane
3rd Fr Robert Gore
8th Rev Martin de Klerk
9th Fr Patrick Noonan 
11th Fr Patrick Dladla
14th Fr Maurice Chidiac
16th Rev Gregory Garnie 
 Rev Arthur Tsele
17th Rev Brent Chalmers 

Fr Anthony Spencer  
Fr John Thembo

25th Fr Michael Connell
26th Rev Jacob Modise
29th Fr Jonathan Petersen

3rd Fr Ronald Cairns
4th Fr Daniel Sehlapelo

Birthdays in September

... and in early October
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The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops ‘Conference (SACBC) 
has approved the process of 

the cause of beatification for  
Sr Reinolda May OSB. This happened 
during the plenary the bishops had 
between 1-7 August in Mariannhill 
Monastery, KwaZulu Natal. 

Sr Reinolda was a Benedictine 
nun who claimed to have experi-
enced ten apparitions of Mary, the 
Tabernacle of the Most High. 

She was born on 21 October 1901 
in Pfahlheim, a small village in the 
south western part of Germany. 
Sister Reinolda was the first sister in 
Zululand to take a midwifery course. 
In May 1938 she received a 
midwifery diploma from the state 
hospital in Pietermaritzburg. 

In June 1980 her health detori-
ated, after being diagnosed with 
colon cancer. In August 1980 she 

SACBC approves the 
cause for beatification
went to the Inkamana convent 
infirmary to recuperate and get the 
nursing care she deserved. It was 
hard for her, as she had been 
physically active her whole which 
caused her great spiritual pain.  
She peacefully died on 1 April 1981 
and soon after her death, word 
spread that she had experienced 
apparitions of Our Lady several 
times. 

On the basis of her diary notes 
and the respective documents in 
the diocesan archives, the popular 
descriptive picture of Our Lady, The 
Tabernacle of the Most High 
emerged, and is now used as the 
logo for the Ngome Marian shrine.

With the approval of the Eshowe 
Diocese, under the leadership of 
Bishop Xolelo Thaddaeus Kumalo, 
Pope Francis and the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints studied the 
life of Sr Reinolda in the hope of 
declaring her a saint. 

The Eshowe Diocese considered 
the following aspects of the life of 
Sister Reinolda as motivation for the 
cause of her sainthood; the fame of 
sanctity, heroicity of virtue and the 

appropriateness of the cause of her 
sainthood for the church in 
Southern Africa and to lead more 
young people to religious life.

Fr Wayne Weldschidt OMI, the 
Rector of Ngome Marian Shrine,  
Fr Andre Bohas (a postulator for the 
cause of Blessed Benedict Daswa) 
and Fr Xolani Ndaba were appointed 
as vice postulators for the cause. 
They will be responsible for research 
into the life of Sr Reinolda and 
collate documents to be handed 
over to the historical censors and 
theologians. 

Preliminary interviews have been 
conducted with people living in 
Germany, Lesotho, Namibia, 
Gauteng, North West and KwaZulu- 
Natal. 

The Ngome Marian Shrine has 
become one of the most popular 
places of pilgrimage for Catholics in 
Southern Africa. 

St Reinolda felt a pressing urge to 
spread the message that Mary had 
brought to her. Ngome today is a 
haven of peace for many pilgrims 
conducive to prayer and meditation.

Report: Lebo WA Majahe

The community of St John 
Vianney Seminary, Pretoria 

began celebrating the feast of  
St John Vianney with Solemn Ves-
pers on 3 August and concluded 
with Mass and festivities the  
following day. Fr Mbongiseni 

New SACBC troika

Bishop Sithembele Sipuka, of the 
Diocese of Mthata, Eastern Cape was 
elected President of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
on 4 August during the bishops’  
plenary session which took place in 
Marianhill. Before he was appointed 
to the seat of being bishop, the  
bishop was the Rector of St John 
Vianney Seminary in Pretoria. He 
currently serves as the Vice President 
of the SACBC and is the Vice 
President of the Symposium of 
Episcopal Conferences of Africa and 
Madagascar (SECAM). Their term of 
service will begin in January 2019.

Bishop Dabula Anthony Mpako, 
of the Diocese of Queenstown will 
serve as Bishop Sipuka’s First Vice 
President.

Lebo WA Majahe. 
Pictures supplied by SACBC

Fr Joseph Leathem 20-09-59
Fr Anthony Thouard 15-09-73
Fr Henricus Vos 08-09-93
Msgr Antonio Borras Cabaces 
 12-09-99
Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza 02-09-00
Fr Anthony Spencer 24-09-05
Fr Bruce Botha 08-09-06
Rev Anthony Maddison 06-09-08
Rev Keith McKenzie 06-09-08
Rev John Rahme 06-09-08
Rev Errol Scott 06-09-08
Fr Simon Donnelly 13-09-09
Fr Patrick Dladla 06-09-14
Fr Matthew Charlesworth 
 23-09-16

We celebrate with our priests and deacons
Pray for the following priests and deacons who  

celebrate the anniversaries of their ordination and birth. 

Ordinations

Solemn 
   Vespers

Appeal for donations

Seminarians, left Lindani Mlondi 
Nzama and Mxolisi David Ndakana 
with Fr Sbongiseni Msomi. 

Msomi, a formator in the semi-
nary, presided. In his homily,  
Fr Msomi, reminded us that the 
feast of St John Vianney invites us 
to go back to the basics and allow 
the word of God to instruct us on 
what really matters. 

“As we continue with this hymn 
of praise (referring to the solemn 
vespers) let us pray to God, that 

He may renew the much-needed 
zeal in the life of priests the world 
over. We pray for seminarians that 
they may always keep their priori-
ties in the correct order, valuing all 
the more the Eucharist, embracing 
an ascetic lifestyle so that they 
may be worthy witnesses of the 
risen Lord,” he said.

St John Mary Vianney is 
renowned as a great confessor. He 
stayed for long hours in the con-
fessional reconciling people with 
the Lord. He is also known to have 
been profoundly in love with the 
Eucharist and had great love for 
the poor and sick.

Report: Lebo WA Majahe
Picture: St John Vianney Seminary

August was the month 
of St Dominic. Fr 
Emil Blaser, director 
and founder of Radio 
Veritas, who is in 
hospital with health 
problems, is appealing 
to all friends of 
Dominicans, especially 
his own friends, to 
help reach the target of 
R80 000 for the care of priests.

“We are being blessed with 
vocations and some of us, like 
myself, writing to you from my 
hospital bed, are getting older and 
need care. I know many of you 
love us and appreciate what 
we’ve done for you over the 
years. Maybe this is an 
opportunity for you to challenge 

Fr Hans Vos was 
widowed with 
three children and 
raised them alone 
to adulthood. 
Father had a call-
ing to the priest-
hood some years 
ago, and Bishop 
Reginald Orsmond accepted him. He 
studied at St John Vianney Seminary 
for four years and was ordained a 
deacon. He served at the Rosebank  
parish for a year before being 
ordained to the priesthood on  
8 September 1993 by Bishop  
Orsmond. He was then transferred to 
the Benoni parish where he served 
for five years as parish priest. He then 
moved to Meyerton for 17 years, 
before retiring to the Craighall 
Priests’ Retirement Home on  
3 March 2017.

Peggy Brauns

Fr Hans Vos  
celebrates 25th priestly 
anniversary ordination

each other with 
whatever sacrifice 
you’d like to make,” 
he said. One former 
postulant has pledged 
R500 per month.

“What can you do? 
I believe if we all 
chip in we can 
exceed R100 000,” 
he added, appealing 

especially to former pupils of 
Dominican schools and parishes, 
many of whom are now in top 
positions in government or 
business. 

Donations can be sent to:
Dominican Order
FNB Eastgate
Bank code: 257705
Account No: 55270037747

Bishop Graham Rose, of  the Diocese 
of Dundee will serve as Bishop Sipuka’s 

Second Vice President. 

Apologies to clergy who cele-
brated their birthdays in July 
who were omitted from print
16th Fr Tom Segami 

Fr Hyacinth Ennis
18th Fr Ignatius Fidgeon 
19th  Fr Blaise Mambu 

Fr Arnaldo Nyathi 
Rev Dennis Gregory

Laudare. Benedicere. Praedicare 
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The Secular Franciscan Order of 
South Africa has successfully 
hosted the first ever Pan African 
Congress which was held at the 
Padre Pio Retreat Centre, Pretoria.

The congress was opened with 
Mass by Archbishop William 
Slattery and concelebrated by 
numerous friars from the First 
Order and TOR who also attended 
the congress. Altogether there 
were 120 secular Franciscans, 
Youfra and spiritual assistants, 
(friars from the First Order and 
TOR), present from 22 African 
countries, who are Portuguese, 
French and English speaking, 
representing 35 African countries.  

During the congress, there were 
many spiritual exercises, fraternal 
sharing and cultural evenings. 

The theme of the congress was 
taken from Emeritus Pope Bene-
dict XVI’s “Africa Munus”, “OFS/
Youfra at the service of Reconcili-
ation, Peace and Social Justice”.

Conclusions included:
• The way we evangelise by living 

in the world, always connecting 
the Word of God with our 
everyday life; 

• Promoting justice, peace and 

Urgency of the Land Issue 
It is widely accepted that the matter of 
land ownership in South Africa calls for 
urgent attention. The consultations 
conducted throughout the land have 
evoked and are evoking strong feelings 
which cannot be ignored or simply 
brushed away. A nerve with strong 
historical roots and which cries out for 
healing and the restoration of justice, has 
been touched.

Based on Biblical teaching and further 
developed by the Social Teaching of the 
Catholic Church, we affirm that the land is 
meant for all the peoples of the earth and 
is held by us in a sacred trust. There is no 
such thing as the absolute ownership of 
land. Human Beings are always at the 
centre of our social and economic life. It is 
a matter of human and divine justice that 
people have access to the land and that it 
be equitably distributed. In this perspec-
tive, priority has to be given to the poor 
and the landless.

To ignore these fundamental realities is 
to invite a backlash that can only be 
harmful to all the citizens of our land.

The Complexity of the Land Issue
The framing of the debate in terms only  
of the expropriation of the land without 
compensation is at best only the begin-
ning of the process, at worst the opening 
of a Pandora’s box. There is no easy or 
simple solution to this matter. 

In order to appreciate the complexity of 
the matter we have only to consider the 
following facts amongst others: the 
magnitude of the demand for land; the 
shortage of land in sought-after urban 

committing to act with mercy as 
the ‘lepers’ of our time are 
encountered;

• Praying for those considering 
abortion, and those who have 
undergone this devastating 
experience and not being afraid 
of speaking up or even fearing to 
be unpopular when called to bear 
witness in matters that affirm 
human life as a gift from God;

• The ravages of drugs and alcohol 
destroying families and young 
people;

• The spread of disease, epidemics 
and pandemics threatening life in 
Africa; and

• The promotion of marriage and 
Christian values.
Environmental issues such as  

deforestation, pollution, and 
unsustainable production and 
consumption were also discussed.

Secular and young Franciscan 
also celebrated as a blessing, the 
fact that young people make up the 
majority of Africa’s population. 

Everyone renewed their profes-
sion and consecrated themselves 
and their efforts to fulfil these 
conclusions with the intercession 
of Mother Mary and other saints.

Franciscan Pan African Congress

A statement by 
the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference

A cry to the beloved 
country – meeting the 
challenge of land

areas; concurrent claims to the same 
land; the problem of long and drawn-out 
litigation; the reality and danger of 
corruption in the process; the limited 
capacity of the State in dealing with the 
whole process – cf. the present backlog 
… And so, the list continues …

It is no exaggeration to say that the 
present situation calls for a great leap of 
creativity. At this crucial time in our history 
we have to make this leap.

Challenges confronting us
In seeking a creative response we need  
to broaden the conversation beyond that 
simply of expropriation without compen-
sation. Amongst the many factors to be 
taken into account, are the following: the 
unacceptable gap between the rich and 
the poor; a pervasive greed both old and 
new – a stubborn holding on to and a 
relentless pursuit of privilege; the collapse 
of the rural economy and the influx of 
people into our cities; the involvement of 
Traditional Leaders and security of land 
tenure; the productivity of the land; the 
building of capacity and access to 
markets; a destructive and dehumanizing 
consumerism; …. etc.

Towards a creative response
1. Enduring values and principles
We affirm the need at all times for the 
following: respect for human life and 
human dignity; a democracy at the service 
of the common good; transparent and 
incorruptible leadership; responsible 
dialogue; non-violence; respect for the 
Constitution and the judicial process; 
practical wisdom and the rejection of 
populism…etc.

Archbishop Stephen Brislin
President Southern African Catholic 
Bishops' Conference

2. New initiatives
Both old and new ideas must be revived 
and re-imagined, as for example: the 
publication of successful models of shared 
ownership; the active encouragement, 
development and incentivization of such 
models; the generous involvement of civil 
society and business; renewed economic 
decentralization and the revival of rural 
areas; the opening up of marketing 
bodies; support for socially responsible 
entrepreneurial initiatives; the encourage-
ment of voluntary initiatives and the 
promotion of simple and selfless lifestyles 
… etc. These examples only serve to 
highlight the urgent need for new creativity 
in the conversation around land and the 
other factors of production.

Conclusion
We the Bishops of the Catholic Church, 
maintain that these and other broad 
human and divine values are imperative. 
To ignore these would be dangerously 
irresponsible, morally unacceptable and 
harmful to human persons and the 
common good. Our call is addressed not 
only to our own Catholic leaders and 
communities but also to all people of 
goodwill who are passionately concerned 
to see a true and just flourishing of our 
Beloved Country - and indeed of the 
whole Southern African region and further 
afield.

At this critical time and recalling the 
best of decisions leading up to 1994, we 
believe we are once again called to 
respond to the critical challenge of this 
time. Guided by the noblest of human 
values and divine truths we pledge 
ourselves to be a part of this creative 
process.
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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
o.m.i. will preside over 
the solemn dedication  

of the Church of Our Lady of 
Fatima, Brentwood Park on  
14 October at 14h00. 

In this significant and rare 
occasion, the Church will be 
dedicated to the worship of God, 
70 years after it was completed in 
1948, using the holy oil of 
Chrism, and by celebrating the 
Eucharist.

This church has been the heart 
of the Portuguese Community in 
Johannesburg, beginning as an 
outstation of Lorenço Marques. 
Everyone connected to the parish, 
past and present, young and old, 
baptised, confirmed or married, 
are invited join this 70th anni-
versary in a special way. 

The church is a witness that the 
hard work and dedication of those 
first generations to arrive in 
Johannesburg was not in vain, but 
continues to be kept alive through 
the power of the Holy Spirit at 
work in the new generations.

Seventieth 
anniversary of 
Our Lady of 
Fatima, 
Brentwood Park

Masolenyana A Kriste Morena 
from the Vaal Deanery celebrated 
the feast of St Maria Goretti with  
a retreat which started on 21 July 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace, 
Bophelong. Mass was celebrated 
by parish priest, Fr David Barnard.

After Mass, the children 
watched a movie on St Maria 
Goretti. This was followed by the 
Stations of the Cross. The day 
ended with a procession.

On 22 July, new members  
were pinned were pinned during a 
Mass celebrated by Fr David.

Dieketseng Mpakane

Below: The clergy at the 
enrolments, from left:  
Rev Deacon Mpetsheni 
Boshom, Fr Teboho Mat-
seke, Fr Elijah Otu MSP,  
Fr Innocent Mabheka,  
Fr Mareko Marciniak SVD, 
Fr S’milo Mngadi and Rev 
Deacon Paulos Mochesa 
with sodality members in 
front.

Celebrating Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Feast

Celebrating 
the feast of 

St Maria Goretti

Invited guests from neighbouring  
parishes were catered for in a church hall.

Auxiliary Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke and 
Fr Mabheka share 
a table with the  
St Anne’s sodality 
Archdiocesan  
president Yvonne 
Skhosana, left,  
and Constance 
Magubane, presi-
dent of the Near 
East Region.

The parish of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Thokoza, celebrated 
the feast of Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel on Sun, 22 July. 
The celebration was preceded by 

a 12-hour night vigil on Friday from 
6pm. It was designed to set the 
stage for spiritual 
growth ahead of the 
Sun celebration, 
according to Rev 
Deacon Paulos 
Mochesa. 

The following 
events were observed 
during the night vigil: 
penitential service 

and adoration, confessions, scrip-
ture lessons, a talk on youth, 
marriage, healing and anointing. 
Officiating at the night vigil were:  
Fr John-Paul Mathebula, a Canon 
Law student in Kenya and currently 
based in Pretoria, Fr Joel Skhosana, 
Dean of St John Vianney Seminary 
in Pretoria, parish priest Fr Innocent 
Mabheka, Rev Deacon Mpetsheni 
Boshom from St Paul in Eden Park 
and host Rev Deacon Paulos 
Mochesa.

Celebrating Mass on Sun, 
Auxiliary Bishop Duncan Tsoke, as 
chief celebrant, was assisted by 
parish priest Fr Innocent Mabheka 
and Rev Deacon Paulos.

In addition to the homily, the 
Auxiliary Bishop also detailed the 
history of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
– patroness of the Carmelite Order 
– to the delight of a packed church.

After the Holy Communion prayer, 
the bishop led the procession to 
bless the mission house and the 
newly-erected grotto of Our Lady 
with the sprinkling of holy water 
and the administering of incense. 
Scapulars were also blessed and 
distributed to the parishioners. 

Other neighbouring parishes were 
also part of this annual celebration 
– St Cecilia sodality was in charge of 

the liturgical music.
Before inviting the congregation 

to lunch and the final blessing, 
parish pastoral council chairperson, 
Tiro Mbele, offered a sign of grati-
tude to Bishop Duncan, St Anne’s 
sodality presidents Constance 
Magubane (Near East Region) and 
Yvonne Skhosana (Archdiocese), 
together with all representatives 
from invited parishes who came to 
“share with us this very important 
day in the history of our parish”. 

Lunch and refreshments were 
served after Mass.

                                  Abel Dlamini

Sacred Heart Sodality Growing

Sacred Heart aspirants received their 
blessed crosses.

The Sacred Heart sodality of the 
Near East Deanery welcomed 

into their fold 38 members who 
were invested at San Salvador, 
Leondale on Sat, 4 August. 

Thirty-three others received their 
crosses after completing a one-year 
probation period as aspirants.

Words of encouragement were 
offered by chairpersons of the 
respective 12 parishes represented 
and of the Deanery (Thembi 

Ngubane) and Archdiocese (Phindile 
Hlalele).

Chief celebrant, Fr Teboho 
Matseke, parish priest of Holy Family, 
Spruitview delivered the homily.   
He is also a spiritual advisor of the 
sodality in the Near East Deanery. 
Co-celebrating were: Fr Mareko 
Marciniak SVD, parish priest of San 
Salvador, Leondale; Fr Elijah Otu 
MSP, St Joseph’s, Katlehong; Fr S’milo 
Mngadi, St Albert’s, Vosloorus;  
Fr Innocent Mabheka, Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Thokoza; Rev 
Deacons Paulos Mochesa, Our Lady 
of Mt Carmel and Mpetsheni 
Boshom of St Paul, Eden Park.

After the introduction of the 
candidates by the secretary of the 
Deanery, Mampe Ramushela,  
Fr Matseke blessed their pins, 
crosses and vestments before 
handing them over to the candi-
dates. The Act of Consecration to the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Promises of the Sacred Heart were 
rendered by the new members of 
the sodality.

 Gratitude was offered on behalf 
of the new members of the sodality 
by Hurry Mohale from St Joseph’s, 
Katlehong, 

Near East Deanery chairperson of 
the sodality, Thembi Ngubane from 
Holy Family, Spriutview concurred 
with her counterpart at Archdiocese, 

Phindile Hlalele when she said 
she was extremely excited at the 
growth of the sodality in the 
Archdiocese, adding that they 
hoped the new members would 
advance the Christian values in 
the sodality.

Fr Matseke extended his 
congratulations to the new 
members of the sodality and 
acknowledged the hospitality of San 
Salvador parish priest Fr Marciniak 
and his congregation. 

He also expressed his gratitude 
to all the priests and Rev Deacons 
who came to be part of the 
enrolment celebrations. 

                                 Abel Dlamini
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