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Catholic Schools in Gauteng 
continue to live out the 
value of excellence, says 

the Catholic Schools Office (CSO).
“Once again”, said Rosa Calaça, 

director of the CSO Gauteng, “we 
reach that moment when matricu-
lants look back in reflection on the 
years spent at school. For some, 
the experience may have been a 
happy one, while for others 
perhaps the harsh reality of life 
called too soon.” 

As has come to be expected, the 
hallmark of excellence, which all 
our Catholic schools aspire to, 
was celebrated with great pride.  
1 986 CSO students sat the matric 
examination, and once again our 
schools exceeded the provincial 
and national averages. 

“While many of our schools 
have achieved 100% Bachelor’s 
pass, there was a marked increase 
in the number of these passes 
across the country. Previously, for 

a Bachelor’s entry, matrics would 
have had to pass four subjects 
from a designated list of 18 sub-
jects. Now, besides the language 
requirement, they can achieve a 
pass mark of 50% in any subjects, 
excluding Life Orientation. As in 
the past, universities still have 
their own requirements per faculty 
of study,” she said.  

More than 2 000 individual 
subject distinctions were obtained. 
One of the top students achieved 
10 distinctions, with an excep-
tional overall average mark of 
95%. Another student with 7 dis-
tinctions obtained a 100% pass 
rate in both mathematics and 
science. 

“Our 2018 results are to be 
commended, and we congratulate 
the many young people and their 
teachers, who have put in a great 
deal of time, effort and hard work, 
all of which have paid off. 

“As an organisation, the 
Catholic Schools Office asked our 
31 high schools to share experi-
ences of their students. What 
emerges is inspirational, and maps 
out for us the full story far beyond 
the statistics of the results.”

This is the celebratory story of 
the true mark of Catholic educa-
tion: journeying with the student 
who potentially was not going to 
make it through, but who, against 
all odds, succeeded! 

On a bright and sunny Wed-
nesday, Thembi Kgatlana, the 
Banyana Banyana midfielder 

and Itumeleng Sesiko – one of the 
runners representing South Africa, 
graced the Chancery with their pres-
ence for a photo session with Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.

The trio, all proudly born in 
Mohlakeng in the West Rand were 
happy to learn of each other’s 
achievements. Thembi and Itume-
leng represent the country on two 
different levels – being on the 
Banyana Banyana national team and 
with Itumeleng on the national team 
for runners. 

These two are often seen in their 
parish of Our Lady of Africa and their 
community as a whole. They are 
seen as inspirations to young people 
who had especially given up, think-
ing that nothing good could ever 
come out from the streets of 
Mohlakeng where many youngsters 
are swallowed by the abuse of sub-
stances and alcohol.

Describing her journey, Kgatlana 
cited that it took a lot of patience, 
training and constant prayer to get 
to where she is. She is on the Rosary 
and Divine Mercy group in her par-
ish and explained that her devotion 

to Mary keeps her humble amidst all 
the accolades. Earlier last year, she 
was signed by Houston Dash in the 
US. “This was really an exciting time 
in my life after I almost lost hope as I 
had hoped for a deal after the Rio 
Olympics in 2016, which did not 
happen. The move to US came 
exactly two years a hopeful and also 
stressful time as nothing was com-
ing my way.”

She describes this as “a time of 
discernment because God was pre-
paring her for greater heights. This 
move could expose our country to 
opportunities where a lot of women 
players could benefit. 

“We must all play our part in 
being good ambassadors for our 
country.” Itumeleng is a law student 
at the University of North West, 
Potchef-stroom campus. “My parents 
insisted I should go to school so that 
I have something to fall back on 
when times goes by”. His involve-
ment in the parish has always been 
as an altar server, immediately after 
he received his First Communion,  
until now. Their faith keeps them 
grounded, they added.

Archbishop Buti presented the 
two with gifts after their meeting.

Lebo WA Majahe

Banyana Banyana player Thembi Kgatlana, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and 
Itumeleng Sesiko, an international runner.

Our Catholic sporting heroes
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The process of the beatification has started. See page 5.
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Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

PATRONAL FEASTS: 
FEBRUARY

7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg 
(1932)

11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep 
(1986) and Rivonia (1952)

17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda 
(1932)

22nd  St Peter, Kagiso I (1926)

Special anniversaries in 2019
75th anniversary

St Anthony, Crown Mines, 1944
Golden Jubilee

St Joseph the Worker, Bosmont, 1969
The Holy Rosary, Phiri, 1969

Pope’s Intentions: 
February

Universal: For a generous  
welcome of the victims of human 

trafficking, of enforced prostitu-
tion and of violence.

HYAMS: 
Danny (28/12/2012) and  

Domitilla (18/1/2011)

In loving memory of our beloved founders of 
LITTLE EDEN Society in 1967. God grant 
them His eternal rest as we continue to 

spread their legacy of Respect, Sanctity of 
Life and Love & Care.  We ask for prayers for 
the cause of their beatification as a couple.  

From: Family, our precious ‘angels’,  
Board and Foundation members, CEO,  

management and staff. 

CONFIRMATIONS IN 
FEBRUARY 

 Pray for the candidates!
Sun 17 08:00
 St Anthony Pucci
 Duduza
Sun 24 08:00 
 St Philip Benezi
 Meyerton

It was all bright and beautiful 
at St Francis of Assisi, Yeo-
ville recently when 23 candi-

dates received the Sacrament of 
Baptism and 36 received First 
Holy Communion respectively.  
The children looked angelic in 
their white clothes and were  
happy to receive Baptism and the 

Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM posing with the candidates of Baptism and First Holy 
Communion.

Baptism and Holy Communion  
at St Francis, Yeoville

COMMUNITY NOTICES

NORTHRIDING
Are you grieving the loss 

 of a loved one?

Saturday 9 February at 10am 
Group therapy: Find help 

and healing on your journey of 
grieving the loss of a loved one.   

St John’s Catholic Church,  
Northriding.  

Contact Arianna on 071 138 8401 
for details.

Starts Saturday 
2nd February 2019 

10:30 – 13:00

Bryanston Catholic Church – 
Church of the Resurrection,  

Cnr. William Nicol and Sloane 
Streets, Bryanston. 

The objective of this course is to 
make it easier to overcome 

 the loss of a loved one and turn 
grief to joy. 

All are welcome to join us.

For more info, contact 
Trudy 083 242 6887 or 
Henny 072 379 1394

13 week GriefShare course
BRYANSTON

VICTORY PARK
A 13-week Seminar/Support Group 
Programme for those mourning the 

death of a loved one.
Each weekly session highlights  

a different aspect of grief
Two new cycles 

commencing February at 
St Charles Catholic Church,  
35 Road No. 3, Victory Park:

9.30am for 10am 
Saturday 16th February

Contact Coralie Deas 083 524 7016

6pm for 6.30pm,  
Wednesday 20th February

Contact Lesley Callow 082 345 3084

RCIA/LITURGY Workshop 
16 February – 09:30 to 13:00

 at the Cathedral 

Infant Baptism 
9 February  

St Angela, Dobsonville

Infant Baptism 
23 February 

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 

Formation Training 
2 February – 09:00 to 15:00

Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong
 

Beginners’ Workshop 
9 February – 09:00 to 4:00 
Our Lady of Holy Rosary, 

Krugersdorp 

Formation Training 
16 February 

St Dominic, Boksburg 

Formation Training 
23 February 

St Dominic Boksburg 

Commissioning Sunday 
3 and 10 February 

at parish level during Mass.

Telephone 011 402 6400

Department of 
CATECHISM

DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?

Find help and healing for the hurt 
from separation or divorce.  

Group therapy starts on  
Thursday 7 February at 7pm 

St John’s, Northriding. 

Contact Arianna: 071 138 8401

Takes place at 
St Charles’ Catholic Church Hall, 

Victory Park 
every Tuesday evening 

from 5 February to 2 April  
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm

All welcome.

Contact: David 082 607 1554 
or Ron 083 782 2622

Life in the 
Spirit Seminar

First Holy Communions  
at Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia

Holy Eucharist for the first time.
We thank the parish priest,  

Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM for 
administering the sacraments to 
the candidates. We also thank 
their teachers for the good 
preparation; and their parents for 
their support.

Sr Cecilia Anawanti

Three men depicting the Magi coming from the East who came  
bearing gifts of myrrh, frankincense and gold for the baby Jesus.  
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon OMI looks on.                               Lebo WA Majahe

Epiphany of 
the Lord
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“draw water from the well” 
(symbolised by the water jug), 
whilst thanking God for this 
precious gift. They then lit 
candles, praying whilst the words 
‘Receive the light of Christ’ 
played softly in the background.  
There were tears of deep pain and 
sorrow, and the women prayed 
for, and comforted, one another. 
Tears of joy were also expressed 
as people felt released, relieved, 
light and happy, she added.

Participants were ttreated to a 
meal and traditional homemade 
ginger beer.

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

What is the 
Language of Prayer

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

This month’s question comes from 
Robertsham where a parishioner is 
curious to know about our liturgi-
cal language. 

On Christmas Eve I watched the 
televised Mass led by Pope 
Francis at the Vatican. The only 
time I ever hear Mass celebrated 
in Latin is when the Pope presides. 
I have never heard Mass celebrat-
ed in Latin in my Parish. I have 
never heard our Archbishop cele-
brate Mass in Latin. In fact, I have 
never heard Mass celebrated in 
Latin in South Africa.

Many of us watched the Midnight 
Mass from St. Peter’s Basilica last 
Christmas. As with many liturgies 
in the Roman basilicas, Latin was 
the predominant language, though 
you may have seen that the Gospel 
was proclaimed twice, in both 
Greek and Latin, by deacons of 
different rites who announced the 
Good News to both the East and 
the West: an ancient Roman prac-
tice. Before we go into detail, let 
us first clear up some terms for the 
sake of our readers. 

The Rites of East and West 

The Catholic Church has a great 
diversity of liturgical traditions. 
There are six families of Rites, 
five of which stretch from eastern 
Europe and north Africa all the 
way into Russia and south India, 
and wherever people of these cul-
tures have settled. Today most 
Rites use modern, vernacular lan-
guages as well as their ancient 
liturgical languages such as Syriac, 
Ge’ez, or Church Slavonic. In 
Johannesburg one can attend a 
Maronite liturgy and hear part of 
the Eucharistic Prayer in Aramaic, 
the language Jesus spoke! Thanks 
to European colonialism, the larg-
est Rite of all is the Latin Rite 
(Roman Catholics) which has 
Latin as the traditional liturgical 
language. 

What do we mean by “Latin 
Mass”?

Sometimes people say “Latin 
Mass” when referring to the 
Tridentine Mass used between 
1570 and 1969. This we now call 
the Extraordinary Form so as to 
distinguish it from the Ordinary 
Form we use more regularly in our 
parishes. Though we usually pray 
the Ordinary Form in languages 
like English, Sotho and Zulu, the 
template missal, or “editio typica” 
is always the Latin one. 

When is it permissible for a Priest 
to celebrate Mass in Latin?  
Can one request that Mass be  
celebrated in Latin (e.g. for a 
funeral/wedding/etc)?

The Extraordinary Form is always 
in Latin and is being said by some 
Johannesburg priests. The 

Ordinary Form may be in Latin or, 
once the appropriate liturgical 
texts have been approved, in any 
language that is pastorally appro-
priate. The Ordinary Form shows 
clearly that the priest leads the 
people in their celebration, and 
does not “say” Mass while the 
people remain passive, so Latin 
would be an odd choice in 
Johannesburg where very few 
people have proficiency in Latin. 
A ritual Mass such as a wedding 
or funeral could be in Latin if, for 
example, the congregation were 
made up of many nationalities and 
few could make the responses in 
one of the local languages. 

Why do we not hear Mass cele-
brated in Latin, even if only on 
special occasions?

I can understand bringing out the 
best vestments and candlesticks 
for special occasions, but I cannot 
see why a South African parish 
would want to return to Latin in 
order to mark an important feast 
day. Liturgy is prayer after all, not 
performance art.

The liturgy of the Church was 
first prayed in Aramaic, but was 
then changed to Greek, and later 
to Latin, in order to make it possi-
ble for people to understand and 
participate. In the Middle Ages, 
Latin was no longer understood 
by ordinary people, but remained 
the language of learning. Books 
began to be printed in German, 
French and English right around 
the time of the Protestant 
Reformation. In the wake of this 
upheaval, and in order to keep all 
Catholics in one fold, Pope Pius V 
forbade liturgies in vernacular lan-
guages. Latin was then retained 
for another four hundred years to 
emphasise a common identity. 

The Second Vatican Council 
allowed the vernacular in order to 
maximise comprehension and 
inclusivity, both of which I reckon 
to be more important than nostal-
gia. Ecclesiastical Latin remains 
part of our heritage, and so it is 
commendable that some Euro-
peans seek to preserve it, just as 
they maintain their gothic cathe-
drals and baroque chant. In con-
temporary South Africa, however, 
shouldn’t we be trying to foster 
more authentic local forms of 
worship that will evangelise our 
people and shape a South African 
Catholic identity?

Vocational workshop for 
Katlehong young girls

The young female 
congregants from 
Katlehong’s St Joseph and 

outstations of Holy Trinity-
Kwanele, St Theresa-Magagula 
and Divine Mercy of 
Zonk’izizwe attended a vocation 
workshop at St Joseph, Mokoena 
on Saturday, 5 January.

Fr Elijah Otu MSP, in 
welcoming the Sisters and the 
girls, expressed his gratitude for 
the follow-up session and said he 
hoped the workshop would 
deposit a lasting interest and 
enkindle their zeal to consider 

Sr Colleen Moore, left and Sister 
Breda Grehan, far right, pictured 
with workshop participants after the 
event. Front row, from left, they are: 
Simphiwe Dlamini, Alwande 
Mthembu, Amahle Mazibuko and 
Kamohelo Morabane. Back row: 
Bontle Moyana, Nosipho Nkosi, 
Khupulo Tsotetsi, Sharon Mosai and 
Lindokuhle Magubane.

Left: Members  
who particpated 
in the retreat.

the vocation to religious life.
The workshop, which was a 

sequel to the vocation rally that 
was held at San Salvador, 
Leondale in September 2018, 
was facilitated by Holy Family 
Sisters Colleen Moore and Breda 
Grehan from Holy Family 
Community based at Mabuya 
Park in Vosloorus. 

The purpose of the workshop 
whose theme was ‘Do not be 
afraid’ was to talk, sing and 
share dreams and desires for a 
life of love and service. In 
addition to discussing what they 

would like to do to bring more of 
God’s love and more unity into 
their context, they heard the 
Pope’s message in preparation 
for the World Youth Day.

After having shown the slides 
of the Holy Family story and 
sharing about their dreams and 
desires, they engaged in singing, 
praying, acting and dancing.  
Other vocations discussed 
included: priest associates, 
secular members, lay associates, 
apostolic sisters and 
contemplatives.

Sr Colleen said they would 
come again at St Joseph on 
Saturday, 2 March at 1pm and 
would like to invite all the young 
Catholic girls of the region to 
attend the two-hour vocation 
workshop.

Those who would like to 
attend are requested to send their 
names to: 074-059-9156.

                      Abel Dlamini

The team of the parish Health  
Desk in St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville 
was blessed with new members in 

December. The group is committed 
to assisting in the health care of the 

parishioners through periodic free 
medical tests, consultations and 

offering of information on health 
themes following the calendar  

of the South African Ministry of 
Health.  We thank God for the  

subsistence and growth of the 
group in the parish.  We thank  

Fr Ernest Kabungo, the parish priest 
for his support. 

 Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM 
posing with Sr Cecilia 

EHJ and the members.

New members admitted to 
the parish health desk

Bohareng 
retreat

An Encounter with Jesus and 
the Samaritan Women took 

place during the third week of 
Advent at St Peregrine’s Parish 
Hall, Alra Park.

Sr Katy van Wyk OP, board 
member of the Integrated 
Spirituality Centre, Bohareng 
held a retreat for an inter-
denominational group of women. 
The women came from Alra Park, 
St Martin’s in Geluksdal and 
Duduza.

It was a time to read, reflect on 
and share the text from John’s 

Gospel, giving women an 
opportunity to reflect on times 
when they felt like outcasts or 
were treated others badly because 
they were different. 

Sr Katy said, as depicted in the 
Gospel, Jesus meets us where we 
are and gently gets us to acknow-
ledge our shortcomings and our 
deepest longings. He then takes 
us beyond ourselves, empowering 
us to go and tell others about the 
encounter we have had with Him, 
drawing them to come and have 
their own encounter, she added.

Towards the end of the retreat, 
Sr Katy invited the women to 
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On International Human Rights 
Day and the 70th anniversary 

of the signing of the UNDHR 
(Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights), a small group of 
parishioners of the Church of the 
Resurrection, Bryanston, nine only, 
made a pilgrimage to the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine. 

Human Rights 
Day Pilgrimage

Family 
planner 
available

Nearing the summit at Mother of 
Mercy Shine, Magaliesberg. The shrine 
is between the Mount Grace Hotel and 
Boys’ and Girls’ Town near the town of 
Magaliesburg.

After morning Mass, Fr Theo 
Macupe gave the pilgrims a blessing 
to see them on their way. It was the 
first day of a week of special prayer 
in preparation for the Day of 
Reconciliation. On that Sunday, the 
parish heeded Pope Francis’ call for 
true solidarity with the victims of 
clergy sex abuse. The week of 
preparation was led by Justice and 
Peace.

Fr Charles Uloko CssR was at the  
Shrine to meet the group. He has 
since been moved to Nigeria.

 Find Mother of Mercy Marian 
shrine on Facebook for more 
information.           

Judy Stockill

Chairperson of the altar 
servers of St Pius X, 
Mofolo, Tshepiso Bashe 

(20), has just assumed the 
exciting role of chairperson for 
the Soweto Altar Servers’ Guild.  

“When the announcement was 
made, I was in disbelief. I went 
home emotional, reflected on 
leadership attributes fellow 
servers could have seen in me 
and unfortunately could not 
pinpoint them,” she said. 

Tshepiso’s formative years 
were spent as an Anglican. 
However, she always found the 
beauty of the Catholic faith 
alluring. When her grandmother, 
who had religiously taken her and 
her younger brother to church, 
passed away, she converted to 
Catholicism.

Altar serving appealed to her 
and she joined the ministry in 
2013.

 “Young people are the future 
of the church. It is encouraging 
that voices, experiences and 
views of young people were 
amplified last year in the form of 
the Synod of Bishops on young 
people and our own Archdiocesan 
youth synod which was organised 
by the Youth Office.”

Relishing the 
opportunity 

to serve
 She said for her to be elected 

chairperson of the former “boys 
only” ministry shows that the 
church values women’s service to 
humanity. She is inspired by her 
patron saint and first woman 
declared “doctor of the church”, 
St Catherine of Sienna. 

In earlier days, Tshepiso 
experienced moments of self-
doubt and sought counsel from  

the guild’s spiritual director,  
Fr Johnson Ugwu.  

Of the scriptures Fr Johnson 
quoted, and one that she 
personalised and saved as a 
phone’s screensaver is Joshua 9: 1 
“I command you: be firm and 
steadfast! Do not fear nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord, your God, 
is with you wherever you go.” 

Her faith has helped her deal 
with many trials she has under-
gone. “I have been through a lot, 
but losing my parents 10 months 
apart from each other when I was 
in my mid-teens had to be the 
darkest moment of my life,” she 
recalled. 

She continued: “They were 
people who were dear to me and I 
still have not come to terms with 
their deaths, that is why I pursue a 
qualification in psychology.”

Tshepiso is also passionate 
about nursing. Not only is she 
concerned about people’s physical 
and mental health, but also their 
spiritual wellness. 

She hopes that the guild will 
grow from strength to strength 
during her tenure.

Lerato Mohone

Children from St Pius X, Mofolo were initiated into the Catholic faith 
through the holy sacraments of Baptism whilst others received their First 
Holy Communion. 

Zandile Ngobeni

St Pius X celebrations

MARFAM’S regular Family 
Year Planner is still available 
with the theme ‘Every 
Family Matters!’   As a 
poster calendar it is very 
useful to see the whole year 
at once.  When all important 
family days like birthdays, 
anniversaries of wedding and 
deaths are added to the liturgical 
feasts, it becomes the family 
liturgical calendar for the 
Domestic Church in the home. 
Each month focuses on a different 
aspect of family life for reflection 
and discussion, ideally within a 
family.  An overview can be 
viewed and downloaded from 
www.marfam.org.za. See advert 
for details. Cost R5 each or from 
R400 for 100.   

The daily reflections will not 
be published in booklet form in 
2019. They can be accessed them 
on www.marfam.org.za or 
Facebook or one can register to 
receive the daily reflection and 
weekly e-newsletter by email by 
sending a request with names and 

email addresses to info@marfam.
org.za. 

February is the month of love 
and the family theme is ‘Loving 
Families Matter’. Pope Francis 
recognises there is no ideal family, 
but suggests special quality time 
for couples and families, including 
tenderness. The 10 February event 
can be commemorated as World 
Marriage Day in homes and 
parishes. Contact us for parish 
promotions and special resources 
or visit http://www.worldmarriage 
day.org/.

Contact Toni Rowland  
082 552-1275 for information and 
other resources.     

     Toni Rowland 

Members of MARFAM Board 2018, 
from left, Toni Rowland, Zama  

Ndlovu and Mgr Barney McAleer.

“This is going to be the best 
Christmas ever!”  These were the 
sentiments echoed by one of the 
children from the Osizweni  
Children’s Home in the Vaal who 
were spoiled to a home-cooked 
meal as part of Christmas cele-
brations at St Benedict the Black 
in Sebokeng. The day was organ-
ised by the Franciscans (Third 
Order) with support from the 
parishioners.

Osizweni Children’s Home 
looks after and cares for vulner-
able and orphaned children from 
surrounding areas in the Vaal. 
The children, together with their 
caregivers, enjoyed Mass before 
being treated to a Christmas 
lunch. They also received 
clothes, toys and food parcels 
donated by the parishioners. 

Cynthia Malinga

Gifts for 
children’s home 
in the Vaal
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There are a number of 
reasons why there must be 
a formal inquiry into the 

life of Domitilla Hyams, among 
those to research the story of her 
life and to see how she lived the 
virtues – in other words, to see the 
high moral standards that she set 
herself. All of this evidence will be 
presented to the Congregation for 
the Causes of the Saints in Rome. 
However, of key importance is to 
hear from those who knew her, 
whether Domitilla had a reputation 
for being a holy woman. After all, 
the word saint is based on the 
same word for holy! Why is this 
important? If we can be assured of 
Domitilla’s holiness during her 
earthly life, then it would give 
greater reason to ask for her 
intercession.

In the Archbishop’s letter, 
advising the Archdiocese, other 
parts of South Africa, and even 
parts of Italy, of his review of the 
evidence submitted to him in 
support of opening an inquiry into 
Domitilla’s life, it was clear that a 
large part of Domitilla’s story is 
not only the story of her family 
life, her marriage to Danny Hyams 
and raising six children. It is also 
the story of Little Eden. And, from 
a very young age, even before she 
met her husband during the 
Second World War, Domitilla had 
a desire to be a missionary in 
Africa.

Early Life
Domitilla was born Maria Rota on 
7 May 1918, in the Italian village 
of Albenza, around 45 kilometres 
from Milan, and was baptised the 
very next day in her parish church, 
San Rocco. She was confirmed in 
1924 on the Feast of the Nativity 

Friends of the shrine were 
launched on Saturday  

19 January at St John the Baptist, 
Brakpan. About thirty people 
enthusiastically heard the arch-
bishop’s call and availed them-
selves to help fundraise and sell 
shrine merchandise locally in their 
parishes. At the briefing session 
led by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI, Fr Kieran Birmingham SPS 
(the dean of the Far East) and 
Bassie Maponya (chairperson of 
the fundraising committee) were 
in attendance. The Archbishop 

of Our Lady, in the same parish 
church. This would turn out to be 
the same date of her marriage to 
Danny Hyams, 23 years later, in 
1947. Her father passed away in 
1920, and so Domitilla was 
raised, together with her siblings, 
by her mother, Elvira Rota, 
through faith, sheer determination, 
and courage – values that would 
later become part of Domitilla’s 
own story. Indeed, she herself 
learned what it meant to have 
courage and perseverance, after 
being ridiculed for the way she 
dressed. She broke with conven-
tion by choosing to wear trousers 
to work, so that she could climb 
stairs and fix canvas onto the 
wings of planes. Moreover, it was 
already in her childhood that 
Domitilla learned the importance 
of sharing resources and trusting 
in Divine Providence. In a remark 
she made many years later, she 
said: “I’m not worried about the 
future. We have Jesus and Mother 
Mary – we have no problem.”  
It was a reflection of her commit-
ment to attending daily Mass, and 
praying the Rosary from a very 
young age.

During the Second World War, 
already in her 30s, Domitilla 
chose to put the very basic needs 
and rights of human beings first, a 
sign of moral strength, risking her 
own life by taking food to Serbian 
prisoners of war hiding in the 
forest. Later, in the early 1970s, 
when Little Eden had been 
opened, she would face fierce 
opposition from government 
authorities for accepting non-
white children into the home – 
another sign of standing up to the 
unfair discrimination of apartheid. 
It would be these examples, 
among others, that show why 
Danny Hyams later remarked that 
he had found a ‘pearl of great 
worth’, and was determined to 
marry her.

The March edition of ADNews 
will reflect on Domitilla and Little 
Eden.

Fr Malcolm McLaren

Domitilla Hyams:
An Example of Holiness

Friends of the Shrine 
launched at the Far East Deanery

Bassie Maponya(second last  
on the right) briefs attendants on 

what is expected of them.  
On the table are Joyce Maphisa, 

Fr Kieran Birmingham, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and 

Basil Mokotedi.

explained that the archdiocese of 
Johannesburg is the biggest under 
the SACBC umbrella, and one of 
two dioceses that doesn’t have a 
shrine. The Mother of mercy 
shrine in Magaliesburg will be a 
place of devotion where the entire 
archdiocese could meet and live 
out and our faith.” Almost all the 
parishes in our archdiocese have 
grottos, this affirms that the yearn 
and attachment to Our Lady is 
still relevant”, archbishop said. 

The shrine merchandise was dis-
tributed among members which 
they were asked to sell among 
their parishioners, friends and 
families. Archbishop Buti and the 
shrine fundraising committee 
appeals that you support them. If 
we haven’t been to your deanery/
parish and are keen to be a friend 
of the shrine kindly contact Lebo 
on 011 402-6400.

Report and picture: Lebo WA Majahe

Please join us at the 
Mass for Life 

celebrating the Annunciation 
Saturday, 23rd March

at 10.30 am 
at St Martin de Porres 
35 Lancaster Avenue 

Craighall Park
Contact: 

Fr Shaun – 083 763 0807 
Sr Justine –  082 701 8360 

Marilyn – 084 461 2592

Celebrating nine years 
to the priesthood

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did'Ho 
recently celebrated nine years in 
the priesthood! 
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MATRIC ACHIEVERS

There are accounts of children 
who, through no fault of their 
own, have been left in orphan-
ages, or heading up households in 
the absence of both parents, and 
having to deal with the challenges 
of school, achieved success. Then 
we have stories of students who 
encountered sickness, or were 
faced with disabilities before and 
during their exams, and who still 

triumphed. There were students 
needing specialised teaching, 
individual assistance and parti-
cular attention, in some cases for 
many years leading up to the final 
exam, and the school remained 
available to them, guiding and 
correcting, encouraging and 
supporting, standing by to help 
them face their challenges. These 
are the stories we must celebrate!

It would thus be true to say that 

our schools have many 
incredibly dedicated teachers 
who demand this sort of 
excellence from their students, 
all the while pushing them to 
grow in every aspect of their 
lives. In the words of Paulo 
Freire, the Brazilian educator: 

“One of the central concerns of 
Christian education should be to 
equip young people to critique 
their reality, to awaken in them a 
sense that they need not be 
passive and to claim what is 
surely a basic human right: the 
capacity to make meaning for 
themselves. In a world where 
values of justice and equity have 
been abandoned in favour of the 
values of markets, education then 

becomes the practice of 
liberation.”

All we can hope for is that the 
class of 2018, and every other 
class to come, will continue their 
work of bringing about God’s 
Kingdom here on earth.

May the year ahead be a 
successful one, as we continue to 
reflect the glory of God.

Director: Catholic Schools Office, 
Gauteng.

CSO continued from page 1.
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Thandeka Nsibande 
(6 Distinctions)

Lethabo Mashile  
(5 Distinctions)

Sinazo Sithole  
(6 Distinctions)

Amanda Rungano  
(7 Distinctions)

Lungile Sithole  
(6 Distinctions)

We are very proud of all of our Matrics who did our school 
proud with a 100% pass rate and a 100% University 
Exemption, with an average of almost two distinctions per 
pupil. The values of hard work, self-belief and care instilled in 
our school are evident in the way these girls worked and in 
the results achieved by these amazing young ladies.  
We are particularly proud of our top achievers.

McAuley House School

Warmest congratulations to our 2018 Matric Class, our 
teachers, parents/guardians and thanks be to God.
117 Learners   /  98.3% Pass  /  89 Bachelors

St Matthews

Boitumelo Molotsane
7 Distinctions

Nolwazi Ncube
6 Distinctions

Karabo Molomo 
5 Distinctions

Thuto Moloi
5 Distinctions

Nompumelelo 
Tshabalala

9 distinctions

Caryn Bishop
8 distinctions

Olivia Buck
6 distinctions

Diyanka Govender
6 distinctions

Julia Bishop
8 distinctions

Nicole Cromme
6 distinctions

Jamie Hunt
6 distinctions

Chloe Longwitz
8 distinctions

Laura da Silva
6 distinctions

Zoë Kohler
6 distinctions

Mokgethwa Mkalipe
8 distinctions

Holly Futter
6 distinctions

Mokgethi Mkalipe
6 distinctions

Brescia House School applauds 
the Grade 12s of 2018. The 
school attained 100% pass rate 

of IEB learners in 5 subjects. 
23 candidates were placed within the top  
1% of IEB learners in their specific subjects. 
A total of 231 distinctions were achieved 
from 59 girls. 

The Ursuline Sisters, Board of Governors, 
Parent Teachers’ Association and 
Headmistresses acknowledge all our pupil’s 
achievements – those who excelled in the 
Independent Examinations Board bench-
marks and those who achieved personal  
triumphs in reaching their full potential.

Brescia House School

as well as 100% University Entrance for the 
fourth year running. 
Outstanding Achievements: Caryn Bishop 
and Chloé Longwitz – within top 5% of IEB 
learners in 6 or more subjects. 
Commendable Achievements: Nompumelelo 
Tshabalala and Julia Bishop – within top 5% 

Tefu Nthabiseng Clara
7 distinctions

Bogatso Siphiwe
7 distinctions

ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
HIGH SCHOOL
GOD IS GOOD

St Martin De Porres School in Orlando West obtained 100% pass rate,  
121 distinctions and 74% Bachelor pass (77 learners got Bachelor pass,  
20 Diplomas, and 7 HC).

Two learners, Tefu Nthabiseng Clara and Bogatso Siphiwe obtained  
7 distinctions each with Tefu obtaining 100% in Mathematics and 100% in 
Physical Sciences.

MATRIC ACHIEVERS

Sacred Heart College
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Thomas Clegg
7 distinctions

Justin Duarte
6 distinctions

Ethan Simpson
6 distinctions

Mohamed Fayaaz 
Cassim

8 distinctions

Ritvik Sojen
7 distinctions

Nabeel Hassan
6 distinctions

Max Matheussen 
8 distinctions

Luca De Felice
6 distinctions

Luke Rheeder
6 distinctions

The 113 boys in this Matric class 
have achieved a 100% pass rate 
as well as a 94% Bachelor Degree 
Pass, with 202 distinctions across 
21 subjects. 

As a community we celebrate 
the achievements of all of these 
young men, each of whom has travelled their own 
unique path to this point. Each of our Matriculants has 
worked towards his own personal goals, many over-
coming obstacles and all dealing with the myriad of 
pressures, expectations and stresses placed on our 
modern youngsters. Every set of our successful results 
is special, and each of our boys is equipped with so 

Gianluca Rizzo
8 distinctions

MATRIC ACHIEVERS
much more than just these results. 

My congratulations extend to staff 
and parents who have walked this jour-
ney with the boys and thank them for 
the considerable investment that each 
has made into the lives of these young 
men who now take a bold step into the 

world beyond the gates of St David’s.
We look forward to watching these young men, 

grounded in the Marist values, spread their wings, make 
their positive mark wherever their paths may lead and 
pay forward the investment made in their lives into the 
lives of others. We also look forward to welcoming each 
of them back to St David’s as Marist Old Boys.

We are thrilled to announce the 
excellent Matric IEB NSC results: 

we are immensely proud of the 100% 
BD (University Entrance) pass rate. 
The class attained 157 distinctions 
out of 62 candidates and averaged 
2,5 distinctions per candidate – this is 
cause for great celebration.

I wish to praise most highly those 
girls who have overcome many 
struggles over the years to attain 
good results. They may not be one 
of the academic ‘stars’, but in their 
own right, they have achieved their 

personal best and their Bs, Cs and 
Ds are worthy of equal honour.

Sincere congratulations go to the 
teachers of all the girls who have 
educated, enriched and nurtured 
the girls to attain their best.

Omission of the role that the 
parents play would be an oversight 
because they have sacrificed so 
much for their precious daughters.  
Thank you to them for their sup-
port over the years – you may now 
bask in the reflected glory of your 
daughters.

Anastasia Campos
7 distinctions

Jamie Denton
6 distinctions

Alicen Henning 
7 distinctions

Britanny Scott 
7 distinctions

AnnaBeth Wolfaardt 
6 distinctions
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Headmaster Quentin 
Davids says that the 

46 matrics of 2018 achieved 
a 100% pass rate with  
71 distinctions overall.  
In addition to the 6 pupils 
who achieved distinction 
passes 12 achieved B  
passes. “We are extremely 
proud of the hard work and 
dedication of our pupils 
throughout the year.”

The academic achieve-
ments of Maryvale College 
are attributed to a number 
of factors including, but not 
limited to, extra lessons 
provided and encouraged  
in all subjects, a career 
guidance programme and 
support from staff and par-
ents as well as an active 
and supportive Board of 
Gover-nors. “Initiatives 
begin in the primary school 
where small classes initiate 
growth and excellence” 
says Mrs Smith, the 
Primary School principal.

Aligned with affordable 
school fees, the Maryvale 
pupils thrive in their safe, 
secure and nurturing  
environment where they 
learn to achieve to their 
potential.

Right: Daughters of St Anne, St Theresa, 
Zondi welcomed the children back to school 

with a Mass and bunny chows

MATRIC ACHIEVERS

Lara Irons
10 distinctions

Chiara Hoskin
7 distinctions

Melissa Rattray
7 distinctions

Theresia Kitele
7 distinctions

Simone Jeffrey
7 distinctions

Holy Rosary

May today’s success be the beginning 
of tomorrow’s achievements. 
Congratulations to all those who achieved 
personal benchmarks.

ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE
Superb Matric Results 2018

Over the course of the past 60 years  
St Benedict’s College has produced 

We are blessed to have the grace of God in our lives 
and we thank him for the immense abilities that He 
has bestowed on our boys. On behalf of the manage-
ment team we congratulate our boys, their teachers 
and parents on our superb results. Attainment of this 
calibre is the result of a collaborative effort and we all 
can be proud of our boys' accomplishments. All 126 
candidates are able to continue with tertiary studies. 
This is largely due to the efforts of our dedicated, pro-
fessional and highly trained staff; the loving support 
of our parents and our belief in a holistic education.

We take this opportunity to wish the Class of 2018 
the very best in their future endeavours.

Nanxi Li
9 distinctions

Danilo Perrone
8 distinctions

Alves Diago
7 distinctions

Sudarshan Pillay
8 distinctions

Nicholas Wright
8 distinctions

Christopher Roberts
7 distinctions

Gianfranco Catinella
7 distinctions

Dominic Da Costa
9 distinctions

Liam MacGregor
7 distinctions

Kayla Smith
5 distinctions

Kiana Van der Schyff
6 distinctions

Keeyanda Tshipamba
9 distinctions

Bontle Bokaba
7 distinctions

Grace Moyo
5 distinctions

Tsholofelo Kolwane
5 distinctions

Naomi Rukneh
4 distinctions

Karabo Matshele
4 distinctions

Nokuthula  
Tshabalala

4 distinctions

Emilie Godwin
8 distinctions

Gabriella Horn
5 distinctions

Pragna Singh
5 distinctions

Natasha Kasambira
7 distinctions

100% pass – 44 candidates
100% university exemption
Assumption Convent School matric 
subject averages all above  
IEB national matric subject average.

Assumption 
Convent

Maryvale College

some outstanding matric results. This year has been no 
different. The matric group of 2018 as well as our staff 
can be extremely pleased with the fruits of their labour. 
Our boys have produced superb results in the 2018 
National Senior Certificate of the Independent 
Examinations Board. We, as a school, are delighted with 
the boys’ performance and are proud of their achieve-
ments.

One hundred and twenty six boys sat the NSC exami-
nation.

Back-to-school Mass 
at St Theresa, Zondi

CORALIE  DEAS
PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL ADVICE 

ASSURING YOUR FUTURE

086 111 5369 • 083 524 7016

A Registered Financial Services Provider. Est.2002. Reg. No.2000/028612/07. FSP No.7581. CMS No.ORG4090

Photo: Styles Makhoba

Bottom right: A group of members from the Daughters of 
St Anne Sodality from Zondi were there to welcome school 
children back to a new year of learning.
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It was a blessed day for 
Blessed Joseph Gerard 
community, Palm Springs 

when the Christmas Mass was 
presided by Bishop Patrick 
Mvemve.

“I am so happy to be home 
since I was born in the Vaal 
region and my grandmothers 
who looked after me are 
buried in Evaton cemetery,”  
he said, to the applause of the 
faithful.

He said he was impressed 
with the development which 
had taken place after he left. 
He encouraged the community 
to stand tall and to be self-
sufficient.

“Let the birth of the Child 
Jesus being a blessing to you all 
who are here. It is so touching to 
have such a multitude on such a 

day. Let us thank God for all the 

From left: Charles  
Matumba and brothers  

Malibongwe and Siphelele 
Ngubo all of Holy Rosary, 

Phiri stand by to pack  
pensioner parcels at Church 
of the Resurrection, Bryanston

Between them, about a 
dozen volunteers from 
Phiri, Bernadette 

Winderley and her son Bevan 
packed some 800 hampers;  
350 for the pensioners of Phiri 
and the rest for pensioners of the 
Winterveld, Krugersdorp, 
Dobsonville and Orange Farm.

The value of the parcels was 
about R100 000, most of it raised 
from the parishioners of Church 
of the Resurrection, Bryanston. 
Bernie and two of her close 
friends, Marge Witherspoon, a 
fellow parishioner, and Kathy  
Somerville co-ordinated the 
whole project. They held markets 

Bernie Winderley and those who helped pack at Phiri celebrate the end of 
packing 800 pensioner parcels.

on Sundays outside the church 
and have ongoing cake sales 
throughout the year.

It all started quite casually in 
2006 when Bernie was invited to 
pack 70 Christmas hampers and 
help distribute them. There she 
experienced the enormity of the 
need. The number of parcels has 
increased yearly to more than 
ten times that number.

The link with Phiri came 
about when Fr Malesela Dikgale 
moved from Bryanston, where 
he was assistant priest after his 
ordination, to Holy Rosary, Phiri 
on his appointment as parish 
priest there. 

Judy Stockill

Bishop emeritus Mvemve 
celebrates Mass

Pensioners’ 
Cheer

Bishop, deacons, and the faithful.good he has done for us”.
He went on to thank all who 

took part in making Christmas 
Mass such a wonderful 
experience including the parish 

priest, Fr Kgomotso Sebopela who 
invited him to be with us.

Nyasha Kumurai

A 24-year old young man 
successfully graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree from Wits University 
thanks to the support of two of 
our executive members at Holy 
Rosary, Phiri.

Ishmael Motsoeneng from 
Orange Farm had to deal with 
tough circumstances while pursu-
ing his degree. After his father’s 
death, he dropped out of school 
and worked at a factory. He later 
left the factory and took the bold 
decision to go back to school and 
finish his matric. Ndivha Mabiri-
misa and Moeder Josephine 
Mhlongo were moved to action.

Coming from an impoverished 

Ishmael Motsoeneng  
congratulated by Moeder 

Josephine Mhlongo.

CWL members 
moved to action

family, Ishmael woke up daily at  
3 am to travel to university, 
returning home around 10.30 at 
night. It wasn’t only dangerous for 
him but was taxing emotionally 
and psychologically.

Ndivha and Moeder contri- 
buted financially to his accommo-
dation and meals in Mapetla, 
Soweto before securing residence 
closer to the university. This made 
it easy for him to travel to univer-
sity and back, giving him much 
needed quiet time to focus on his 
studies.

Driven by our motto Charity 
Work and Loyalty, Mabirimisa and 
Mhlongo took on the responsibili-
ty for three years and were proud 
to attend his graduation at the 
prestigious university.

Both Ishmael and his mother 
have expressed deep gratitude 
to Mabirimisa and Mhlongo for 
their unwavering support and 
credit Ishmael’s success to them.

Thabile Mbhele

In a world often ruled by its 
CEOs and top-level influ-
encers, it is hard to imagine 

these magnates as vulnerable or 
helpless. They are powerful 
players in the South African 
economy, they rule their organisa-
tions and guide them towards 
success – but what if they were 
wheelchair bound and reliant on 
others for their every daily needs? 

This is the focus of the Little 

Adrian Gore, CEO of Discovery 
Limited.

Eden Society annual CEO 
Wheelchair Campaign to be held 
on February 27.

It is geared towards meeting the 
needs of advocacy and support for 
people living with profound 
intellectual disability. The cam-
paign challenges participants to 
spend a day at work in a wheel-
chair, giving them some under-
standing of what it could be like 
to spend their entire life in one. 
Participants in the 2018 CEO 
Wheelchair Campaign found the 
experience to be both rewarding 
and eye-opening. They said they 
developed a deeper understanding 
and compassion for those who live 
with disabilities. 

Adrian Gore from Discovery, 
for example, confirmed that he 
found the experience to be 
profound. “It was incredibly hard 
in every way – I got home 
exhausted mentally and emotion-

ally. I cannot begin to imagine  
the complexity and difficulty of 
being in a wheelchair – or living 
with any substantial disability, 
whether physical or mental.” 

Noting that the campaign was 
an enlightening experience, 
Maurizio Galimberti from Oberon 
Pharma (Pty) Ltd confirmed:  
“The experience highlighted the 
difficulties that disabled persons 
go through as far as their ability  
is concerned. One of the biggest 
impressions I got from this 
campaign was the strength 
required to get from point A to 
point B in a wheelchair, and 
realising the hardships disabled 
persons go through on a daily 
basis.”

Thomas Holtz from Multotec 
expressed his gratitude towards 

Little Eden for the campaign, by 
saying; “I would like to thank 
Little Eden for suggesting this 
challenge and I believe we could 
all gain by appreciating what they 
do for our community.” 

The 2019 CEO Wheelchair 
Campaign will be launched on  
27 February. Participants choose 
any day in March to spend their 
day in a wheelchair. The campaign 
is open to CEOs, business leaders 
or influencers with a donation of 
R50 000. Small businesses may 
also participate with a R30 000 
donation. All participants are 
encouraged to challenge others to 
join the cause. 

Although Kargo International 
was not able to participate in the 
challenge, the company still 
donated R50 000 to the 2018 
campaign. With the belief that this 
is an important cause to support, 
Melissa Erasmus, Group Human 
Resources Manager confirms; 
“Supporting Little Eden has 
always been important to Kargo. 
The results that it achieves as an 
organisation are visible and make 
a significant difference in the 
community.”

All CEOs interested in 
participating in the Little Eden 
Wheelchair Campaign, please 
contact Mary-Anne Wright at 
perfectword2@trinitas.co.za.

Experiencing the 
CEO wheelchair 

campaign
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7th Fr Bruce Botha 
 Fr Reginald Anthony OMI
12th Fr Luke Okwaraudu
13th Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI
14th Fr Neil Mitchell
16th Fr Alvarez de Toledo 
 Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th Fr Eugene Hennessy 
 Fr Tshepo Lekoko 
 Fr Tshepiso Lekoko 
 Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Fr Paul Beukes OMI
21st Fr Emil Blaser 
 Fr Simon Donnelly
23rd Fr Luke Okwaraudu
26th Fr Peter Doherty 
27th Fr Gabriel Afagbegee
28th Fr Laszlo Karpati 
 Rev Isaac Thomas 
 Rev John Magata 
 Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi

3rd Frs Joseph Nnadi 
 Nkosinathi Nkabinde

Fr Ronald Houreld 13-2-81
Rev Martin De Klerk 28-2-81
Rev Edward Nyembe 5-2-95
Fr Joseph Matsau 11-2-95
Rev Wally Adams 11-2-95
Rev Haga Ndhlovu  12-2-95
Fr Pierre  Chemaly  07-2-99
Fr Jonathan Petersen OMI  2-2-02
Fr Russell Pollitt 24-2-06
Rev Patrick De Laroche  2-2-18
Rev Joseph Chettiar  10-2-18
Rev Kenneth Fortuin  10-2-18
Rev Craig Gadd          10-2-18
Rev Kenneth James    10-2-18
Rev Alpheus John       10-2-18
Rev John Makgalemele  10-2-18
Rev Phatudi Mamabolo  10-2-18
Rev May Mashaba          10-2-18
Rev Thami Mayisela       10-2-18

1st Fr Malesela Dikgale
5th Rev Michael Harrington
6th Fr Gabriel Kwedho 

We celebrate with our Priests

Ordinations

The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays 
and anniversaries of their ordination. Take special note that the 

Vicar General, Fr Paul Beukes also celebrates  
his birthday. Pray for all of them!

Birthdays in February ... and in early March
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Bishop Abel Gabuza, current 
bishop of Kimberley dio-
cese has been appointed 

the coadjutor archbishop of  
Durban. The diocese of Durban  
is preparing for his reception, 
which will take place on 10th Feb-
ruary at St Henry’s Marist College. 

The coadjutor bishop is an 
immediate collaborator of the 
diocesan bishop, similar to an  
auxiliary bishop. He acts as a  
vicar-general, making him co-head 
of the diocese in all but cere- 
mon-ial precedence. The coadjutor 
automatically succeeds the dioce-

san bishop upon the latter’s retire-
ment, removal or death.

Cardinal Wilfred Napier, the 
current archbishop of Durban sub-
mitted his canonically required 
resignation in 2016 when he 
turned 75 years. The cardinal has 
since been waiting for a response 
from Pope Francis regarding his 
acceptance of the request. Gabuza 
has been a bishop for eight years, 
appointed on 23 December 2010. 

In an interview with ADNews, 
the Alexandra-born bishop said he 
is looking forward to his assign-
ment in Durban, which will be 
different to the relatively rural 
diocese in Kimberley he got  
used to. 

“I am digging deep in my heart 
for strength”, he said and asked 
for prayers for his new journey.  
“I am quite sad to be leaving the 
vibrant diocese of Kimberley, 
which has been my home for the 
past eight years, but I will always 
carry them in my prayers,” he 
added. 

Bishop Gabuza has been the 
Chairperson for the Justice and 
Peace department in the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops  
Conference.          

Lebo WA Majahe

Bishop Gabuza blesses Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke when he was 

ordained the auxiliary bishop of 
Johannesburg in 2016

Bishop Gabuza heads to Durban

Since the printing of January ADNews, there 
have been changes in priest appointments

Priest Appointments

Fr Victor Ngwenya: 
Administrator of the Cathe-
dral of Christ the King

Fr Tony Nunes: Parish 
priest of Our Lady of the 
Wayside, Maryvale

Fr Jean Lambert Kalala 
OMI:  Parish priest of 
Sacred Heart, Katlehong

Fr Thabo Motshegwa:  
Parish priest of Immaculate 
Conception, Rosebank

Fr Joseph Matsau: Parish 
priest of St Angela, 
Dobsonville

Fr Petrus Shiya: Parish  
priest of Our Lady of 
Fatima, Dube

Fr Oupa Matseke: Parish 
priest for Good Shepherd, 
Protea North and Blessed 
Isadore Bakanja, Protea 
Glen

Fr Abel Maluleka: Parish 
priest of Our Lady of Africa, 
Mohlakeng and St Martin 
de Porres, Toekomsrus

Fr Michael Seheri:  
Parish priest of Holy  
Rosary, Phiri

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni: 
Parish priest of  
St Albert, Vosloorus

Fr Richard Stonier: Parish 
priest of St Joseph the 
Worker, Bosmont and  
St Anthony, Coronationville

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde: 
Parish priest of St James, 
Magaliesburg and Rector  
of Mother of Mercy Shrine

Fr Bafana Ndlovu OMI: 
Parish priest of St Margaret 
and Immaculate 
Conception, Diepkloof

Fr Andrew Knott OMI: 
Parish priest of Blessed 
Sacrament, Malvern.

Fr Tony Daniels OMI:  
Parish priest for St Charles, 
Victory Park

Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI: 
Assistant priest to Our Lady 
of Assumption, Molapo

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP: 
Parish priest of Holy  
Family, Turffontein

Fr Joachim Malunga: Parish 
priest of St Philip Neri, 
Moletsane

Fr Sefako Santawana:  
Parish priest of Holy Family, 
Spruitview

Fr Theodore Macupe: Parish 
priest of St Francis Xavier 
and St Anthony of Padua, 
Evaton

Fr Jean-Marie Did’Ho: 
Parish priest of St Maria 
Goretti, Riverlea and  
St Joseph, Mayfair

Fr Marian Kulig sdb:  
Parish priest of  
St Thomas, Ennerdale.Fr Pawel Michalowski sdb: 

Parish priest of  
St John Bosco,  
Robertsham.
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First day of school
Marist Brothers Linmeyer’s Grade 1 students were very excited to be  

starting “big school”.

The first Sunday Mass of the 
year at Mmamohau, Emndeni 

incorporated the special celebra-
tion of the centenary of Mr Zwane. 
It was a heart-warming celebration 
with parish priest, Fr Joshua Mpiti 
encour-aging people to follow the 

Celebrating 
the centenary 
of Mr Zwane

Fr Joshua Mpiti congratulates 
Mr Zwane on reaching 100 years  
of life. 

The sodality of the Immaculate 
Conception from the Soweto 
Deanery kicked off the year in 

earnest as it celebrated its opening 
Mass. This took place at Our Lady of 
Mercy, Emndeni on 12 January.

Celebrating Mass was the 
sodality’s spiritual director, Fr Inno-
cent Daniel.

Fr Innocent said John the Baptist 
was a witness to the attitude we 
should all adopt, especially leaders. 
He likened this to the best man and 
the groom, saying the former knows 
his role and when to take the back 
seat. 

Nana Kola, chairperson of 
sodality’s Soweto Deanery extended 
her gratitude to Fr Innocent for 
leading Mass and to the parish’s 
leadership for their warm welcome.

Her new year’s message included 
encouraging love to reign amongst 

Masolenyana a Kriste Morena 
(Little Soldiers of Christ the 

King) is a sodality of children aged 
between six to 16. Its feast is on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King. 

It is centred in three pillars – 
receiving First Holy Communion, 
sacrifice, prayer and discipleship.

Of the 2018 highlights of the 
dynamic Masolenyana of Sacred 
Heart parish in Katlehong, releasing 
their debut CD, Inkele Morena, has 
been the greatest. The parish boasts 
108-strong members. 
Approximately 50 children were 
keen on the recording process and 
the resultant choir was named Vox 
Christe (Voices of Christ). They 
embarked on raising funds through 
concerts, among other things, so 
they could pay for the studio time. 

Spiritual guide Tshenolo Mosola 
said: “Every Sunday after Mass we 
would gather and sing and people 
would commend us and encourage 
us to record our music. 

“The children were even given 
opportunities to lead the liturgy at 
Mass. So when the final product was 
presented to them, the children 
marvelled: “Is this really us?” 
continued Tshenolo with pride. 

This is one of the ways in which 

Soweto Deanery 
Immaculate 
Conception sodality 
opening Mass

Right: Prayers of the faithful 
said by, from left, Ephraim 

Puso, Evelyn Mahlangu,  
Francina Zwane, Kgothatso 

Ngonela and Ellen Gama.

Fr Innocent Daniel  
blessing sacramentals. 

the members which she said is 
summed up in 1 John 3: 11 20. 

Of the approximately 520 
members, only a third attended.  
Fr Innocent encouraged: “You know 
why you committed yourself so be 
faithful to the sodality. The primary 
duty of the sodality is to evangelise 
and that includes taking an active 
role as individuals in the life of the 
church in the parish, deanery and 
archdiocesan level.”

Lerato Mohone

Vox Christe makes waves  
with their voices

these young apostles are 
evangelising. Vox Christe sings 
majestically, bringing their own 
vibe to staple Catholic hymns such 
as Ke tshepile, Sanctuari and Inkele 
Morena. 

They were also approached by a 
house music DJ, Siyafied to feature 
on his ‘woke’ June 16 song.

While their music will delight and 
excite all ages, they are still young 
and one hopes that in their next 
offering at least 50% of the songs 
will speak to their age in terms of 
delivery.                       Lerato Mohone

example of Mr Zwane who made 
the choice that no matter what life 
brings his way, he will give his 
life to God.

Even at this age, Zwane walks 
every Sunday to church, a dis-
tance of about 1km, ensuring that 
he is punctual, raining or not. 

His family was pleased with the 
unexpected, and wonderful, 
gesture organised by the parish 
pastoral council, parish finance 
council, young adults movement 
and some individual members of 
the parish.                

Victor Mogale

On 1 February, Deacon Keeble Mackenzie 
(right) will be officially entering the 

Monastery of Mariannhill, joining the 
Congregation of Mariannhill Missionaries.

The deacon married Margaret Jago in 1961 
at the Catholic Church in Lighthouse Road, Bluff 

a Servite Parish in Riverview where he 
served as a deacon until 2007 before 

moving to Pietermaritzburg to be 
closer to family as his wife, 
Margaret’s health deteriorated.

Keeble is still a deacon at  
St Mary’s, in the Durban Archdio-

cese, but after years of prayer and 
following the passing of his wife, he 

decided to join the Congregation of 
Mariannhill Missionaries.

He asked for prayers for his new commitment.

Durban. In 1966, as a family with three daughters,  
he moved to Florida where he attended Mass at  
St Catherine’s Convent until the present church was 
built in 1970.  Deacon MacKenzie 
remained a non-Catholic until 1983, 
but attended Mass each Sunday 
with his family. His wife, who 
passed away in 2015, was a great 
influence to his joining the Church 
and start-ing his studies for the 
permanent deaconate. 

He was ordained in 1993. In 
2001, after 35 years in Florida, as 
parishioners at St John’s, they 
moved to Mtubatuba and attended 

Well-known deacon 
enters the monastery


