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ADNews will be hosting a free 
photographic and caption-

writing workshop. Anyone 
interested in submitting articles for 
the newspaper and for our website 
www.catholicjhb.org.za can attend.
Date: Saturday, 24 June
Time: 10h00 to 14h00

The day includes a free hotdog, 
juice and tea/coffee.

Tim Barnard, a well-known  
photographer from The Star will 
conduct the photographic work-
shop. He will teach people how to 
make the best use of their cameras 
and cellphone cameras.

For bookings please email: 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
Please book only if you are certain 
you will be able to attend as our 
numbers are limited.

FREE 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
WORKSHOPThe Catholic Church in Southern 

Africa celebrates Police Day 
annually. Parishes in the 

Archdiocese have been encouraged 
to pray for, and with, our law 
enforcement officers. During the 
month of February, parishes invited 
officers to wear their uniforms for 
Sunday Mass. Officers were invited 
to proclaim the readings at Mass 
and to say the prayers of the faithful. 

The Justice and Peace Depart-
ment (J&P) condemns the killing of 
law enforcement officers as it 
undermines the functioning of the 
criminal justice system. “A proper 
functioning criminal justice system is 
one of the key requirements in the 
protection of human rights and the 
stability of the country’s democracy,” 
said Joseph Dube, Johannesburg 
head of J&P.

A police officer is murdered every 
four days in South Africa. And 712 

were attacked last year – 81% of 
them while on duty.

Respect for life is not just a slogan 
or a programme; it is a fundamental 
moral principle flowing from our 
teaching on the dignity of the 
human person, he said.

It is an approach to life that values 
people over things. Respect for 
human life is the starting point for 
confronting a culture of violence 
that includes police killings. The 
Catholic church cannot ignore the 
moral and human costs of so much 
violence in our midst.

“In this task, the church has much 
at stake and much to contribute. 
What we believe, where we are, and 
how we live out our faith can make a 
great difference in the struggle 
against police killing. We see the  
loss of lives. We serve the victims.  
We feel the fear. We must confront 
this growing culture of violence with 
a commitment to life, a vision of 
hope and a call to action,” said Dube.

The Catholic Church in 
Johannesburg is in a position to 
respond to police killings and the 
threat of violence in our society with 
new commitment and creativity, he 
added. 

More of the same is not sufficient. 
Business as usual is not enough.  
Our faith and facilities can be 
beacons of hope and safety for 
those seeking refuge from violent 
streets and abusive homes. Catholics 
can become peacemakers in their 
homes and communities, concluded 
Dube.

See page 9.

Extension of church 
to get underway
Extension of church 
to get underway
 As Holy Rosary, Phiri prepares for the church extension project, the parish 
had its own sod-turning ceremony led by parish priest, Fr Victor Ngwenya 
on 5 March.

Many wish to associate a 
Shrine of Mary with the 
apparitions of Mary. 

Historically and traditionally, her 
apparitions have been, and still 
are, the engine that powers many 
who go on pilgrimages. 
Apparitions are at the heart of 
Marian devotions. Devotees to this 
day continue to flock to some of 
the more well-known shrines, 
namely, Paris: Our Lady appeared 
to Catherine Labouré in 1830; 
Lourdes: She appeared to 
Bernadette Soubirous in 1858; 
Knock, (Ireland): She appeared to 
Margaret Beirne in 1879; Fatima: 
She appeared to Lucia, Jacinta and 
Francisco in 1917. Then there is 
Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexico) 
where she appeared to Juan Diego 
in 1531.

It is this long and widespread 
tradition of devotion to Our Lady 
by Catholics of different genera-
tions and Catholics from all walks 
of life, that we seek to draw inspi-
rations from. Our faith is rooted in 
their faith. These pilgrims are “wit-
nesses to faith around us like a 
cloud” (Heb. 12.1). Anecdotes of 
miraculous cures attributed to the 
intercessory role of Our Lady 
abound. This is a rich source of 
encouragement and hope to the 
many believers who pray to be 

freed from their day to day predic-
aments who wish to be “lifted from 
the dust and to be raised from the 
ash heap” (1 Sam. 2.5). People draw 
inspiration not only from the great 
world shrines, but also, closer to 
home, from Ngome, Kevelaer and 
Ntshongweni and from the many 
parish grottos where parishioners 
ever so often gather to venerate 
Mary, the Mother of God.

The Mother of Mercy Shrine, 
here in Magaliesburg, should be 
seen, as it were, as the coming 
together of the parish grottos of 
the Archdiocese. It is a destination 
site for the pilgrims of the 
Archdiocese and for all those who 
wish to be fellow-pilgrims. 
Magaliesburg Shrine is a special 
place where solidarity with the pil-
grims of the world is shared. 

We share faith in God the Father 
“who is rich in mercy” (Eph. 2.4). 
Together, with the encouraging 
help of Our Mother Mary, we have 
our “eyes fixed on Jesus” (Heb. 
12.1) for scripture says: “He who 
sees me sees the Father” (Jn. 14.9).

A Shrine is a place where we 
venerate the Mother of Our 
Saviour, Our Redeemer. It is there-
fore also a place where we bring 
our pain and suffering in search of 
a relief. Penance is an integral part 
of a pilgrimage, hence the Stations 

‘Stop killing our law 
enforcement officers’  
                                        – J & P

The
of the

costs
shrine

explained

Fr Chaka Motanyane is a chaplain 
in the South African Police Service 

and holds the rank of captain. He 
has studied and graduated in logo-
therapy. Catholic law enforcement 

officers in need of spiritual support 
can contact him through the 

Justice and Peace department on 
011 402 6400.

Magaliesburg Shrine – 
A House of Mercy

of the Cross, the “via dolorosa”, 
where we identify ourselves with 
Jesus’ suffering and death on the 
cross. We hope that this will be 
embraced and expressed by pil-
grims when they will walk to 
Magaliesburg from Honeydew, 
Krugersdorp, Soweto, Randfontein, 
Carletonville, Westonaria, Khutsong 
etc. These walks will serve as an 
expression of penance undertaken 
by the pilgrims.

Continued on page 10.

The cost of the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine in the Mag-
aliesburg has increased to 

R19 million.
Explaining this at the Archdio-

cesan Pastoral Council meeting, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale said  
initially he wanted to raise R4 mil-
lion to construct some warehouse-
type buildings and R500 000 for 
ablutions as basics.

“The church was to be consid-
ered a luxury and would be built 
last. However, I was presented 
with a new design for a church and 
a multi-purpose hall at a cost of 
R19 million by the new architects 
which will accommodate 3 000 
people,” he said.

Upon investigation, said the 
Archbishop, he found out that the 
cost of the construction of the 

Rivonia church was R19 million 
and only seats 800 people. The 
Mulbarton church cost R15 million 
six years ago and the Bryanston 
church R15 million 15 years ago.

“In that perspective, the R19 mil-
lion for the church which will seat 
so many people is not expensive.  
It sounds reasonable and is the 
norm at market price.

“What we are constructing now 

is a permanent and attractive. We 
will also be building a cave grotto 
and chapel at an additional  
R4 million,” he said.

The key issue is how to raise this 
money. “We appealed to every 
Catholic to donate R100 and this 
has not worked – we only raised  
R2 million. People were not 
responding”, he said. 

The Archbishop said ‘Friends of 
the Shrine’ committees should be 
set up in parishes to assist with 
fundraising.

Fr Gabriel Afagbegee SVD 
thanked  everyone and the parishes.

“This is wonderful and exciting 
and all we want is people to come 
forward in numbers with donations. 
Although costs are up, we are leav-
ing a lasting legacy for generations 
to come,” he said.
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St Andrew’s confirmations

PATRONAL FEASTS IN APRIL
24th  Bl Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996) 
29th St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado Park (1974) 
30th  Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng (1962)

CONFIRMATIONS
Confirmations in the month of April. Pray for the candidates!
Sun 23 10:00 Our Lady of Mercy Springs
Sun 23 09:00 St Philip Neri Moletsane
Sat 29 17:00 Our Lady of Loreto Kempton Park
Sun 30 10:00 Holy Cross Zola

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

2

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Mass at OR Tambo
Sundays at 15:00 in Chapel 

Fr Arvin Tauro
+27 (061) 692-4270

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Malesela Dikgale 073-6707084

Join the 
discernment group

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT

 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour

Sundays 12:00 Exposition 
1st Saturday of the month 07:00  

Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at  

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00  

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan 
News group and get 
up-to-date notices.

Free Notices
Send event notices by 10th to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews 

30 April

Abortion warning
The pill can abort. See www.

epm.org/static/uploads/
downloads/bcpill.pdf. Catholic 
users must be told to save their 
souls and their unborn infants. 

082-609-6919

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

www.catholicjhb.org.za

CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Adoption, 
the loving option.

Terms and conditions apply.

Theme for month
“Walk humbly with your God”  

www.marfam.org.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Contact
Sr Justine - srmjustine@yahoo.fr 

082-701-8360
Sr Adele - kapangisha@gmail.com 

078-628-0571

Pray outside the abortion facilities

Saturday 22 April 11:45-16:00
And 3rd Saturday of every month
Bat Kol Scripture Study

Book of Deuteronomy 
Moses as Pleader

Holy Family College, 
40 Oxford Rd, Parktown. 

Bring own lunch, notes provided.
Contact Sr Marie André SND

072-250-4944 
marieandre@telkomsa.net

Community Notice Board

 “Sacraments” : Session 1
Sr Rose Mary Rubushe

Saturday 8 April 09:30-13:30
at Cathedral Place

Saturday 22 April 09:30-13:30
Nyolohelo, Sebokeng, Zone 12

Catechetics Department

Pope’s Intentions: April
Young People: That young people may respond 

generously to their vocations and seriously 

consider offering themselves to God in the 

priesthood or consecrated life.

St Andrew’s, Noordgesig celebrated the  
sacrament of confirmation with 16 young 

people on 26 February. They are pictured with 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke who presided. Concele-
brating was parish priest, Fr Hubert Obaedo, 
cmf. The parish was highly blessed by the  
presence of Fr Anthony Obadina, cmf, associate 
pastor and deacon Dobson Ndhlovu who is part 
of the pastoral team at St Joseph, Meadow-
lands. 

Left: The altar servers who assisted during  
Mass with the Bishop. 

Pics: Elizabeth Louw

Saturday 8 April 10:00 - 11:00    
Talk by Prof. Jan Jans 

“Playing Hide and Seek with 
Amoris Laetitia; The Mixed 
Reception of Pope Francis’  

The Joy of Love”
Pauline Conference Centre,  

142 Eleventh Ave, Kensington
Book with Sr Christiana  
internet@paulines.co.za  

011 622 5189

EASTER TRIDUUM
Chrism Mass on 13 April 

10h00 Cathedral
Begins with the Last Supper on 
Holy Thursday evening and ends 

with Easter Sunday.
Our Bishops and clergy prepare 
together at the Chrism Mass.

Saturday 8 April 09:00-13:00
BOHARENG

invites you to a morning 
of prayer and reflection 
led by Dr Terry Sacco

The Haven at St Vincent’s School for 
the Deaf, 42 Jellicoe Ave Melrose
RSVP to Sr Katy van Wyk 
laika@kwtdominicans.org

Saturday 22 April 06:30 - 18:00
FEAST OF MERCY 
PILGRIMAGE WALK
From Our Lady of Lebanon, 

Mulbarton at 6:30am to
Divine Mercy Parish, Walkerville 

for Mass at 6:00pm.
See advert page 10.

Contact Sr Rose 078-992-8580

12-14 May
Charismatic Retreat

Don Bosco
Contact 

Charity Phiri 078 736-4832 
or Marieke 082 399-1419

Mass for Life
Saturday 29 July 10:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

HARRIE BAXTER 
BURSARY

Catholic Women’s League,
Johannesburg invites 

applications for the Harrie Baxter 
Bursary. This bursary, for tuition 

fees only, is awarded to a 
deserving Catholic student 

who has successfully completed 
one year of study in the field 

of Social Sciences.
Application forms from 

cwljhbsec@globex.co.za.
Closing date Friday 28 April 2017

The Parish of the Resurrection, Bryanston 
held a three-day flower festival at the end  
of February.

In his sermon at the interdenominational service, 
Fr Theodore Macupe, speaking of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si’, 
reminded us that we, too, are God’s creation and 
have an obligation to care for our common home 
and not dominion over it.

Some 2 000 people came to the church to view 
the 36 magnificent flower arrangements and listen 
to one or more of the 20 musical performance.

There was a reception after the service on Friday 
evening and a busy tea garden operated throughout 
          the week-end.           Judy Stockill

Pic: Gio Toldo

From left: Rev Godfrey, St Michael’s Anglican Church;  
Rev Peter, St John’s United, Benmore; Rev Chaane, Chaplin 
Leeuwkop Prison; Rev Martha, St Michael’s; Rev George, 
St Mungo’s Presbyterian Church and Fr Keith at the  
ecumenical service, the launch event of the flower festival.

Celebrating Creation
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Yes, Lord, 
Wash my feet!

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

As this issue of Arch-
diocesan News arrives in 
the parishes, liturgy com-

mittees will be finalising their 
preparations for Holy Week. One 
of the parishes of the Northern 
Deanery has asked us to address 
Holy Thursday’s Washing of the 
Feet in this column. 

At our latest Liturgy Committee 
meeting, the topic of the Washing 
of the Feet was raised. Following 
Pope Francis’ widely published 
announcement last year regarding 
the inclusion of women in this cer-
emony, our parish priest has asked 
me to enquire what you would rec-
ommend.

Without wanting to make an 
irreverent pun, I must admit that 
this is a very touchy issue! In 
order to respond to your enquiry 
most effectively, let me deal with 
it under three, interrelated sub-
headings: history, law and culture.

History
Tradition would seem to suggest 
that at the Last Supper Jesus 
washed the feet of the twelve 
Apostles, all of whom were men. 
However, chapter 13 of John’s 
Gospel speaks of “the disciples”, 
not “the Twelve”, so it is possible 
that Jesus was with a larger group 
and that some female disciples 
were among them. 

We have documents from 800 
years ago which show that after 
the Holy Thursday Mass, the 
Bishop of Rome washed the feet 
of twelve sub-deacons. Later, once 
he had eaten his dinner, he went to 
wash the feet of thirteen poor men! 
Once this ceremony found its way 
into the Roman Missal, the rubrics 
stated that men were to be 
selected, though the exact number 
was not specified. Over the last 
thirty years, more and more 
parishes have taken it upon 
themselves to include both men 
and women. Another creative 
departure in some places has been 
to get everyone involved in both 
washing and being washed. When 
Pope Francis began washing the 
feet of groups including women 
and Muslims, different comment-
ators took opposing positions. 
Some said the Pope had set a 
precedent we should all follow, 
while others said that the rubrics 
should prevail in parishes 
everywhere, even if the Pope 
himself chose to ignore them.

Law
Liturgical Law is found in the 
introductions to the various ritual 
books and in their rubrics, but 
Liturgical Law can be changed by 
decree, even before a new edition 
of a rite is published. On 6 Jan-
uary 2016, a decree “In Missa in 
Cena Domini” came from the 
Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments, stating that, for the washing 
of feet… “pastors may choose a 
group of faithful representing the 

variety and unity of every part of 
the People of God. This group 
may consist of men and women, 
and ideally of the young and the 
old, healthy and sick, clerics, con-
secrated persons and lay people.”

This document is addressed to 
the whole Church and changes the 
wording found in the Roman 
Missal. There is nothing in the 
decree that says it is to be mediat-
ed by the local conferences of 
bishops or by the diocesan bishop: 
it takes effect everywhere and so 
those people who are to have their 
feet washed on Holy Thursday in 
your parish should represent all 
dimensions of the parish.

Culture
There are some who will say that 
it is inappropriate or scandalous to 
have the priest touching women’s 
feet. Some will say that it is 
against the local culture. While I 
always emphasise that our liturgi-
cal rites should speak through the 
idiom of the local culture, I feel I 
must remind readers that when he 
washed the feet of his disciples, 
Jesus intended to surprise or shock 
them. He went counter-cultural! 
He was their leader and their 
teacher, yet he took on the role of 
the servant to reinforce his mes-
sage that we are to love and serve 
one another, irrespective of social 
hierarchy, class or gender. If Pope 
Francis shocks you by washing the 
feet of women and of members of 
other religions, feel the indignation 
of Simon Peter by all means, but 
then hear the Lord’s words “I have 
given you an example so that you 
may copy what I have done to 
you” (Jn 13:15 NJB). 

A blessed Easter to all our  
readers!

T he Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and 
Refugees held a workshop on 

11 March at the Cathedral. Although 
the workshop put strong emphasis 
on children, other pressing matters 
were addressed.

The department’s head, Sr Maria 
de Lurdes mscs said the department 
encounters people with many 
challenges which presented an 
opportunity to be of help to those  
in need, she said.

The department’s vicar, Fr Ivaldo 
Bettin cs read Pope Francis’ message 
for World Refugee Day 2017. “Who-
ever receives one such child in my 
name receives me; and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but 
him who sent me” (Mk 9:37; cf. Mt 18:5; 
Lk 9:48; Jn 13:20).

“The holy father calls on us to 
respect the rights of a child. These 
are rights to family, education, 
health, protection and play,” said  
Fr Ivaldo.

He prayed for families fleeing war, 
persecution and famine and for 
children who are trafficked, forced 
into prostitution and poverty and for 
those who are in danger. 

Federica Micoli from Lawyers for 
Human Rights presented on physical 
and mental health. As a Catholic, she 
realised that her clients’ psychosocial 
needs are not addressed in a 
Catholic context. 

Workshop participants.

“We are all created in the image of 
God. That is what I try to remember 
when I look at a client’s face,” she said.

The Bill of Rights states that no one 
may be refused emergency medical 
treatment. However, people without 
documentation are often turned 
away from hospitals, she said.

Health rights go beyond physical 
as the body is closely linked to the 
heart, mind and soul. 

“Many of our clients have experi-
enced extreme torture in their 
countries of birth and thus develop 
psychological illnesses. 

“Ill people tend to not have the 
strength to carry on with their lives in 
a meaningful way. If we are to grow 
together as a society, we need to face 
and deal with illness together,” she 
added. 

Sergeant Israel Lota from the Social 
Crime Prevention Unit, Jeppe Police 
station spoke about issues relating to 
children, from neglect, abuse, child 
labour and children’s rights to child 

protection and trafficking. If a 
person says he/she is trafficked, 
believe them, he advised. The extent 
is not known because of a lack of 
reporting.

“To report a crime and to get 
police to the scene, a person should 
call 10 111. Alternatively, they can 
call 112 and ask to be transferred to 
the police if they do not have 
airtime in their cell phones,” he said.

Ace Maunatlala, Pastoral Care’s 
volunteer and also an employee at 
the Department of Home Affairs, 
said people in the country should 
make sure its laws are respected.  
He touched on applying for docu-
mentation, regularisation of spaza 
shops, applying for smart cards and 
registrations of births which can also 
be done online.

Sr Maria, in her closing remarks, 
said the department was there to 
help the representatives, both 
spiritually and pastorally. 

Lerato Mohone

Workshop for 
pastoral care

The Catechetical Department organised a three-
part training session for trainers. The sessions 
were attended by catechists willing to work at 

deanery level as facilitators and trainers of fellow 
catechists. All deaneries were represented. The 
facilitator, Peta Horn covered topics such as the 
vocation of catechists, how to help catechists discover 
their own potential and building relations with 
students. This included skills on how to deal with 
group dynamics such as teasing, bossiness, 
dominance, hackling and aggression.

Teaching catechism is an ‘honourable responsibi-
lity’, said Peta. She added that participants should 
instil in catechists the habit of reviewing their classes.

“Train teachers to write a review report for the 

parish coordinator as this is meaningful information 
for the Archdiocese. Challenges encountered in the 
implementation of the material distributed by the 
catechetical department should also be recorded.” 

Catechists should take part in ongoing formation 
and should be involved in activities such as the annual 
retreat, commissioning Sunday, creativity days, cate-
chists’ Sunday and thanksgiving Mass, she added.

Thanksgiving Mass this year will be a pilgrimage to 
the Magaliesburg shrine. Catechists are encouraged to 
start planning for it with their learners. 

Lisa Cruickshank invited catechists to stand around 
the focal prayer table. Catechists then took turns in 
preparing the Stations of the Cross-themed table. One 
covered the table with a purple cloth – a liturgical 
colour for Lent, the other a crucifix, and another an 
image of Jesus on the cross. The word of God should 
be treated with reverence so a catechist walked up to 
the front holding the Bible aloft like we do during the 
procession of the word during Mass. 

The Bible was placed in the centre of the table. Lisa 
read from Luke 24: 44-49. “If we want our children to 
pray spontaneously, we should model that. Traditional 
prayers like the ‘Glory Be’ could then round off the 
prayer and bring the group together,” she concluded. 

Lerato Mohone

Catechists reenergising by playing the Akoso game.

Left: Fr Kieran Birming-
ham SPS from Geluksdal 
and Brakpan presenting 
the book of the elect to 
Bishop Duncan.

Right: The Rite of 
Christian Initiation (RCIA) 

class of St Anthony, 
Coronationville at the 

cathedral.  
Pic by Nadine Benn

Training for trainers works

Rite of Election
The Rite of Election 

happens when Catechu-
mens are preparing for 

confirmation and/or Eucharist or 
reception into the full Commun-
ion of the `Catholic church. The 
basic process applies to adults 
and older children. Throughout 
the world, the rite of elections 
happens in cathedrals every first 
Sunday of Lent. More than 500 
catechumens filled the cathedral 
together with their sponsors and 
families. The service took place 
on Sunday, 5 March with 
Auxiliary Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
leading. Archbishop Buti was 
also present at the service. During 

the ceremony, the catechumens 
were called forward where  
representatives of their parishes 
brought the book of the elect  
forward to be signed by the  
bishops.                    Lebo WA Majahe 

Left: Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale and Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke signing 
books of the elected.  
In a black cassock and 
white surplus is Fr Mbu-
lelo Sikotoyi OFM, the 
new Episcopal Vicar for 
the Office of Divine  
Liturgy and Worship.
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

New Life
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

Recently, I was at the St 
Lucia Retreat Centre. As I 
was walking in the nearby 

forest, I came across an extra-
ordinary sight. A tree trunk had 
split down the middle, and half 
had fallen across the path. The 
fallen half had then re-rooted 
itself and a new tree had sprung 
up from the broken stump.

I stopped to contemplate this 
remarkable sight. As I looked, I 
found myself thinking of the 
inner meaning this broken tree 
offered me. The great wound of 
the tear down, on the entire trunk, 
was still there, stark in its 
destruction. The new life 
springing from the fallen half of 
the trunk was vibrant and alive.

It seemed to me that this was a 
striking image of Easter, of death 
and resurrection. However, it also 
resonated the reality of my own 
life. There are times of 
destruction, of brokenness, times 
when I am certain that everything 
is over. 

But then new life comes, 
change comes and new possibili-
ties emerge. I still live on with 
the wounds of my past experience 
- those do not disappear. 

Just as the risen Lord still bears 

the wounds of the cross and the 
spear in His resurrected body, so 
I, too, carry with me the wounds 
that have shaped who I am.

Yet this is the wonder and 
beauty of life, not that bad things, 
terrible things, do not happen, but 
that through the slow working of 
God’s grace, we are offered 
God’s healing love and the 
profound assurance that God 
understands the depth of our pain, 
and in Jesus’ experience of pain, 
God redeems even our darkest 
experience. 

This cycle of grace that we 
experience as we enter into the 
Triduum each year, the cycle of 
pain, sacrifice and resurrection is 
one that we are each invited by 
the Holy Spirit, to hold in our 
own hearts. I know from my 
work as a spiritual director, and 
indeed from the experience of my 
own prayer life, that the 
contemplation of the passion of 
Jesus is a deeply-transforming 
experience. 

When I have been in place of 
deep hurt or of profound grief, 
what has helped me most is to 
pray the passion narratives. I 
might find myself sitting with the 
struggle in the garden or be 

drawn to looking at Jesus’ 
betrayal by his friends. Perhaps 
the Holy Spirit will prompt me to 
be with Jesus in the agony of 
carrying the cross, or the 
crucifixion itself. 

Or I may sit with Mary or John, 
looking at the one I love 
suffering. These texts of the 
passion all speak into the depths 
of our human ability to suffer. 
When we contemplate them, we 
cannot be unchanged. When I 
bring my own vulnerabilities, and 
my small suffering into the 
presence of the Crucified, I open 
myself to the possibility of God’s 
grace and peace touching my own 
inmost being. This transformation 
is not the negation of my hurt, 
but rather it is that the recognition 
of my hurt in God’s love brings 
the dawning possibility of healing 
and new life. 

As we journey towards Easter 
this year, I invite you to bring 
your own vulnerability, your own 
woundedness to Jesus. So that, as 
you remember with him his 
passion and death, you may find 
Easter Joy and the promise of 
new life!

To help you enter more deeply 
into the Triduum this year, the 
Jesuit Institute is offering a 
Triduum retreat at Lumko. The 
retreat incorporates all the 
Triduum liturgies from the 
afternoon of the 13th to the 
morning of the 16th April. For 
more information contact 
retreat@jesuitinstitute.org.za

“Vicar General” is how the faithful of 
the Church of the Resurrection, 
Dawn Park fondly address Lucy 
Koenane. As Deacon Simon 
Koenane’s wife, she is his right-hand 
woman in his ministry. 

Being a wife of a deacon means 
ensuring that he looks presentable, 
supporting him, booking his 
appointments with parishioners and 
not interfering unnecessarily with 
his ministry. 

She encourages him to practise 
his sermons at home. Sometimes 
though, he is only too happy to 
allow the Holy Spirit to lead him.

When she sees her husband on 
the altar, she asks God to help him 
deliver messages that will impact 
people positively.

“This is my every day prayer. I pray 
that people not focus on what he is 
wearing, but on what God is saying. 
Ours is a Franciscan-led parish under 
Fr Anthony Spencer and so he has 
taken to wearing sandals as well,” 
she smiled. 

She is soprano in the choir, and 
together with her husband, con-
ducts marriage preparation classes.

Lucy joined Isipho Sethu, a school 
for children with disabilities except 
those who are wheelchair-bound 
when it opened in 2007.

She teaches 6 to10-year olds with 
autism spectrum disorders having 
started her teaching at Catholic 
schools, Emaromeni, Benoni and  
St Matthew’s Primary School, 
Moroka. 

Autism is a lifelong, develop-
mental disability that affects how a 
person communicates with, and 
relates to, other people and how 
they experience the world around 
them. 

Her interest in children with 
disabilities was sparked when the 
late Sr Modise introduced her to a 
five-day course, All Children Can 
Learn. This course helped partici-
pants understand that all children 
have the capacity to learn and 
explore the world around them 
provided it is developmentally-
appropriate. 

Having had a learner in her class 
who seemed normal, only to find 
out he had autism, motivated Lucy 
to study a course approved by 
Autism SA.

Lucy not only teaches, but is also 
taught by her learners every day. 
“You meet different characters, 
behaviours and needs”, she said. 

Her learners lack the ability to 
talk. She uses a sign languages 
called Makaton and PECS to 
communicate with them. 

Her learners become very 
disruptive should they have a 
substitute teacher for any reason. 
Calm is restored when Lucy returns.

Everybody in the Koenane family 
is involved in the church. Their 
youngest son, Thuto is an altar 
server, whilst the oldest one, Neo is 
a choir conductor. He also operates 
the LCD projector and is a First Holy 
Communion catechist. 

Lucy is also a sister to Fr Solomon 
Mphela who is studying in Rome.

Her pastimes include reading 
Pope Francis’ encyclicals and any 
material that sheds light on autism. 

Lerato Mohone
Half-way through Lent, how 

far have we got with our 
Lenten resolutions and sacrifices? 
Pope Francis appeared to have the 
same thoughts as the list of Be’s 
and Don’t Be’s we included in 
Family Faith Focus booklets and 
others are advocating these kind 
of resolutions too.

“Be conscious of God in a 
stranger. Or ‘don’t be a bully to 
someone smaller than you.’ They 
can even apply on a political 
level.

Be family-friendly, of course, 
can sum it all up. Being family-
friendly during Lent and particu-
larly Holy Week can mean taking 
cognisance of types of family 
situations we face. Often a 
simpler service at home can either 
introduce or replace the more 

Lucy Koenane

How are we doing 
  this Lent?

complex liturgical events that 
make up much of Holy Week.  

A family reconciliation service 
can be an introduction to 
confession and also include those 
who belong to another church. A 
family prayer meal, along the 
lines of the Jewish Sabbath or 
Passover meal can help towards 
greater understanding of the Mass 
as sacrifice and meal. Stations of 

the cross for families relate the 
final journey of Jesus to the ups 

and downs in families, even if 
the degree of severity can 
never be the same. Venerating  
a cross at home, remembering 
our baptism and “making and 
baking” around the Easter 
celebration are helpful too. 

My grandchildren still expect 
me to come and make an 
Easter Garden or make and 
paint eggs. I find it particularly 
meaningful to bring Holy  
Week and Easter to life.  

The little church of the home is 
the first place – and maybe the last 
place – where faith is experienced, 
nurtured, lived and grown. Home 
liturgies and family catechesis are 
an ideal way to  
do so. 

See advert for details, call  
Toni on 082 552-1275 or  
toni@marfam.org.za visit  
www.marfam.org.za.

A family Easter table.
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Procession of the word.

Lebo WA Majahe

Preparing the gifts…Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
was the main celebrant of the Mass.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke incensing the gifts while Revs. 
Johan van Rooyen and Mnimzana Mpambani look on.

Some of the priests who attended …

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, whose  
vision it is that we have our own shrine/
pastoral centre in the Archdiocese.

Archbishop Buti showing attendants 
a picture of how the multi-purpose 
hall will look like.

Blessing of the 
crowds …

The crowd in prayer.

Procession of priests to where 
the sod turning took place.

Some religious sisters among the 
crowds in attendance.

Fr Andrew Ogbu CSsR 
who represented the 
Superior of the 
Redemptorist priests  
at the event.

Fr Charles Uloko 
CSsR, Rector of the 
shrine.The crowd 
in prayer …

Tsholofelo Mokale, Nomvula Mokon-
yane and Sr Judith Manyike among 
those who attended.

The soft rain didn’t disturb the occasion and 
was seen as a “thumbs up” from Our Lady. 
Some parishioners of Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary, Krugersdorp.The Portuguese community entertain-

ing the crowds after Mass.

Loving the shrine logo 
of our Lady …

Chancery staff: Emma Zamura, 
Morag Richardson, Pamela 
Caenazza and Lisa Avery …

Joselyn Mazham and Jason Mazham, 
the architects explaining the building 
concepts.

SOD TURNING
Some 3 000 people gathered at the site of the 

new Mother of Mercy Shrine in the 
Magaliesburg on 25 February to witness the 

sod turning ceremony conducted by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale. There were about 

70 priests concelebrating.
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Fr Kris Aneke MSP, SA Mission 
Superior, is giving a vote of thanks 
at closing of the ceremony. 

  Abel Dlamini

Little Eden is inviting people to 
join their residents and staff 
on a pilgrimage on Monday, 

17 April which starts at the 
Domitilla and Danny Hyams Home, 
Edenvale going to Elvira Rota 
Village, Bapsfontein. The bus will 
leave Edenvale at 08:00 and return 
from Bapsfontein at 15:00. 

All are welcome to attend this 
memorable event at which the 
organisation will give praise to God 
for His guidance and protection 
over the past 50 years. Visitors are 
advised to bring sun hats and wear 
comfortable shoes. Tea and 
sandwiches will be served on 
arrival at Bapsfontein and packed 
lunch will be available for sale at 
R50 each. 

Some Little Eden residents will 
be part of the pilgrimage. Those 
who, on the day, would like to walk 
with or push residents in wheel-
chairs through the pilgrimage are 
welcome to do so – to spend one-
on-one time with these individuals.

Nearly five decades ago, the late 
Domitilla Rota Hyams (founder of  
Little Eden) had an apparition of 
our Blessed Mother, where she 
entrusted a group of children to 
her, confirming for her that she 
should care for the intellectually-
disabled. 

Throughout 2017, Little Eden will 
host events in celebration of the 
50th anniversary. For more 
information on anniversary events, 
please visit the website at www.
littleeden.org.za 

Staff and residents look forward 
to welcoming friends and bene-
factors at the praise and worship 
Pilgrimage.

For bus bookings and catering 
purposes, it is essential for people 
to RSVP by contacting Gugu on 
011 609 7246 or reception@
littleeden.org.za.

Nichollette Muthige, Public  
Relations and Communications Officer

Little Eden’s
prayer, praise 
and worship 
pilgrimage

Pic: Lerato Ramatshella

Nurses’ guild 
members renew 
vows
The call of being a health-carer 
goes far beyond administering 
medication. A nurse needs to see 
Christ in every person and show 
love to the patients that they are 
taking care of. Fr Mbulelo Siko-
toyi anointed members of the 
Nurses’ Guild at Our Lady of  
Fatima, Sharpeville as they 
renewed their vows and commit-
ted to serving the Lord while  
executing their duties. 

MSP Celebrates 
25th Year Jubilee

The Missionary Society of  
St Paul (MSP) celebrated its 
25th year jubilee at 

Meqhelleng, Ficksburg in the 
diocese of Bethlehem, Free State 
on 11 and12 February.

Following the establishment of 
the society in South Africa in 1992 
by the first three pioneer mission-
aries: Fr Pius Oladele MSP, the 
late Fr Benjamin Anasiudu MSP 
and the late Fr Tony Ita Bassey 
MSP, the celebration marked  
25 years of missionary apostolate 
of MSP in South Africa.

Three churches of the Ficks-
burg parish co-hosted the celebra-
tion. They were: St Joseph’s,  
St Peter Claver and Blessed 
Isidore Bakanja under the joint 
pastorship of Fr Dr Emmanuel 
Agbor MSP and Fr Enimabasi 
Macjoe Akpan MSP.

Congregants from parishes in 
the diocese of Kroonstad, the 
Archdioceses of Johannesburg and 
Pretoria attended the celebration in 
numbers, many in their traditional 
outfits. 

The proceedings began with a 
gala dinner on Saturday evening 
where parish pastoral councils’ 
chairpersons and parish repre-
sentatives shared their experiences 
of worship under the spiritual 
guidance of MSP priests. They 
cited spiritual growth in their  
lives and changes in their respec-
tive parishes brought about by 
their priests as some of their 
achievements. 

Programme director for the 

The clergy and the congregation pay 
attention as programme director  
Fr Elijah Otu MSP introduces the 
guests at a gala evening on Saturday.

evening, Fr Elijah Otu MSP, 
introduced the bishops, the priests 
and the guests to a packed muni-
cipal hall in Ficksburg town, after 
which Fr Dr Eddy Obi MSP gave 
a lecture on evangelisation, linking 
it to the MSP apostolate.

The gala evening was wrapped 
up with a cultural display by the 
youth of the host parish who 
entertained guests with dancing 
and singing, after which refresh-

ments were served. 
The liturgy was joyfully cele-

brated on Sunday at Marallaneng 
Secondary School hall in Meqhel-
leng Township where the choir 
sang gloriously.

Bishop Adaji MSP from Idah 
diocese, Nigeria delivered the 
homily. He said the jubilee cele-
bration was a momentous occasion 
to express joy and gratitude to 
those “who have helped us and 
continue to help us to fulfil our 
missionary vocation in the 
Church”, adding: “It is also an 
event to commemorate our oneness 
in faith with the hope of eternal 

union with God”. The 
Bishop implored the 
faithful to pray at 
least five decades of 
the Rosary every day 
and ask the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to always 
protect them.

He expressed his 
thankfulness to 
Bishop Jan De Groef 

M. Afr of Bethlehem. “We are 
grateful to Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI and the Auxiliary 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke for their 
support”, he said.

Concelebrating at Mass was the 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Arch-
diocese of Abuja, Most Rev  
Dr Anselm Umoren MSP together 
with 21 other priests.

Among a bevy of sisters who 
graced the occasion were sisters 
from SNJM, EHJ and DMMM- 
Lesotho; EHJ, Johannesburg 
Archdiocese, Notre Dame, 

Some of the priests at the gala  
evening on Saturday.

Bishop Anthony Adaji MSP delivers 
the homily at the 25th Year Jubilee 

celebration of the MSP.

Kroonstad, St Paul-Bethlehem 
and Sisters of Sacred Heart – De 
Aar Diocese.

A raffle was drawn in support 
of the jubilee and certificates 
were awarded to individuals in 
appreciation for their years of 
friendship, support and service 
with the society. Certificates were 
also awarded to parishes for their 
commitment and support to the 
Missionary Society of St Paul.

From left on the foreground:  
Fr Sakhi Mofokeng from SACBC, 
Khaya House – Pretoria; Auxiliary 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke, Johannes-
burg Archdiocese; Bishop Jan De 
Groef M.Afr of Bethlehem and 
Bishop Adaji MSP from Idah  
Diocese line up to receive gifts 
from parishioners.

From left: Bishop Peter Holiday – 
Kroonstad Diocese, Auxiliary  
Bishop Duncan Tsoke of Johannes-
burg Archdiocese and Bishop Jan 
De Groef, M. Afr – Bethlehem, 
observe the proceedings at a  
Mass in Ficksburg. 

Fr Agbor, MSP and Fr Macjoe 
MSP lead their congregation with a 
dance to deliver gifts at the Altar.
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Zimele Nhlapo* was in his teens when 
his parents divorced. His father 
remarried and moved to another 

province, whilst his mother went to stay 
with her sister and started drinking heavily. 

He was left to take care of himself. 
Without direction and somebody to guide 
him at home, he found people who intro-
duced him to life of the streets. He got into 
crime by stealing cars and housebreaking.

He was eventually apprehended and 
sentenced. He was sent to “Sun City” and 
then to Leeuwkop Prison.

He spent six years and four-months of 
his maximum 15-year sentence in prison. 

In prison, there was no need to join a 
gang as its main purpose is protection.

“I was acquaintances with “clevers”,  
he said. These were older men from the 
township and were already serving time. 

Forty eight people were lumped into one 
cell and they shared one toilet. 

Obviously, the clevers owned the beds 
and everybody else had to find a spot to lay 
their head on at night. 

The hardest experience was witnessing 
young men being raped by older prisoners. 

Another was the witnessing of people 
being stabbed, even killed to be promoted 
in a gang. No one was allowed to tell the 
warders who the instigator was. 

The only people who visited Zimele in 
prison were one of his friends and his 
baptism sponsor. Chaplains preached 
messages of hope. Sometimes it would be 
packed and sometimes empty. 

It depended on which “side of the bed 
you woke up” in the morning. “If fellow 
inmates irritated you or you are angry with 
God, you would tell yourself, I will see the 
priest some other time.”

He dealt with the monotony of serving a 
prison sentence by studying towards a 
matric certificate. He also participated in 
the choir and played soccer. 

Zimele decided one December that this 
was not the life to live and decided to 
change his ways.

The faithful were very welcoming and 
loving towards him when he recommitted 
himself to Christ. He began teaching cate-
chism in his home parish. 

“It is hard for people to secure employ-
ment, more so when one has a criminal 
record. This was not a challenge for me, 
but armed with copies of my CV, I went 
looking for a job and I was employed by a 
corporate company which I still work for.” 

Some of his former friends are in prison 
serving life sentences. Others, he phones 
and visits. Those who are on the outside 
have turned over a new leaf. “We have 
families now,” he said. 

“Some of my friends say I am now 
boring as I am always at church”. 

He talks about his two children and how 
one completed matric last year.

Zimele is his parish’s caretaker, cleans it 
and tends the garden. He is also an active 
member of one of the sodalities. 
*Name changed to protect his identity.

Lerato Mohone

Given a second 
chance with the 

 help of God

Given a second 
chance with the 

 help of God

Mercy Sisters, Sr Francis, Sr Chrissie 
and Sr Maura, are involved in the 

often-overlooked corporal work of mercy, 
that of visiting the imprisoned. 

Sr Francis has been in this ministry since 
1978, having initially started at the now 
Kgosi Mampuru prison in Pretoria.  
Sr Chrissie visits women awaiting trial.  
Sr Francis and Sr Chrissie visit the Johan-
nesburg Correctional Services, known to the 
locals as Sun City, while Sr Maura visits the 
prisoners in Boksburg Prison.

Most women who are long-term prisoners 
are victims of abuse, they say. Some have to 
depend on Legal Aid as they are too poor to 
employ a lawyer. 

The most difficult aspect of prison life is 
being alienated from family and friends and 
forced to live in an inflexible and structured 
environment, say the sisters. Many women 
attend education and vocational training 
programmes which eases the monotony of 
prison life. 

One lady, a primary school teacher, uses 
her skill to teach mathematics. 

Children born in prison are taken from 
their mothers when they are three years old. 
This is heart-breaking for the mothers and a 
terrible wrench for the children.

Fr Benedict Mahlangu OMI used to cele-
brate Mass once a month for the females at 
Sun City and was available for the 
sacrament of reconciliation. This has been a 
tremendous blessing for the ladies and was 
very much appreciated. As Fr Ben moves to 
his new parish, the offenders may find 
themselves again without the services of  
a priest.

What can you do to assist these people at 
a vulnerable time in their lives? The sisters 
say individual visits are permitted. Perhaps 
the greatest gift you could give these people 
is to adopt an offender and visit her on a 
regular basis, recommend the sisters.

Lerato Mohone

Make a difference – 
adopt a prisoner

The Peace House, a registered non-profit 
company was formed in 2007, with the 

vision of assisting homeless adult males who, 
due to different circumstances, have lost their 
jobs, income and ability to look after their 
families. This includes men who have been 
abandoned and now sleep and live on the 
streets of Johannesburg and its surrounds.

Some of them are skilled and semi-skilled 
and are in need of another opportunity to start 
over. The house has had past successes in 
re-uniting some with their families. 

Restoring their dignity by offering them 

clean clothes, temporary shelter, counselling, 
rehabilitation when needed and pastoral and 
spiritual care, helps them to realise their 
potential of being renewed and empowered to 
return as socially-responsible citizens of society.

Peace House this year had a property 
donated to them and is making an appeal to 
communities and sodalities in the Archdiocese 
to donate time and effort to help us clean up 
the premises and, where possible, donations of 
clothing, shoes and other items that can be of 
use in the shelter. 

For more info, please contact: (011) 071-2133 
or email at: peacehousesouthafrica@gmail.com.

Raphael Lallu, Communications 
Officer, The Peace House Organisation

The Peace House 
needs your help to keep 
it running
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We ask for donations for this grand celebration!
Standard Bank
Account Name: Sanctuary Of Our Lady Of Fatima 
Account Number : 022 537 279
Branch code: 05 10 01
Swift Address : SBZA ZA JJ

Please send us your details as sponsors to: 
Email SantuaryOfOurLadyOfFatima@gmail.com

We thank you for all the support

to be celebrated by his Grace 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg
Saturday, 13 May 2017 
Time: 10h00

GRAND CELEBRATION OUR LADY OF FATIMA STATUE 
PROCESSION
From:
St Anthony Portuguese Catholic Church 
26 Church Street, Crown Mines

To:
Cathedral of Christ the King 
192 Cnr End and Saratoga Ave, Berea

Come and join us as a rainbow nation – 
  parishioners, sodalities, choirs in traditional dress – 
  for a spiritual day of praise and worship

     Come and experience Fatima, Portugal 
      in Johannesburg!

         Gather for the arrival of the Statue of Our Lady 
          of Fatima in a splendour of flowers.

    100 Year Anniversary 
  of the Apparitions of 
 Our Lady of Fatima

One cannot imagine running a parish without the weekly Sunday  
collection. Bonny Pooley (left) is part of a team of 30 parishioners 
involved in what is traditionally a male-dominated ‘Sunday collection’ 
ministry at St Charles, Victory Park.  She was invited to join this  
ministry 10 years ago, following an 18-year stint as a catechist. Bonny 
sees this as her ‘little contribution’ to the Lord. “It’s a privilege and 
blessing to witness the generosity of people in a community doing so 
much outreach”, she says. Bonny has been very successful in roping in 
young parishioners to join her. Samuel Baramoto (right) is one of  
Bonny’s latest recruits.  Patrick de Laroche, Chairperson – Parish Pastoral Council

Holy Rosary School observed Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent, a season 
of self-denial, reflection and spiritual growth. The school attended Mass 
where the girls received ashes on their foreheads as a symbol of hope, 
and to remind them that we are part of the creation of God. Seen here 
are Taylor Sheffield, Grace Morgan, Jadelyn Davies, Daniella Ribeiro, Carli 
Dunmow and Nadia Tozzi.                           Deidre Alcock

Ash WednesdayAsh Wednesday

Every year, the matrics 
from Assumption Convent, 

St Benedict’s and Holy Rosary 
gather together for Mass and a 
breakfast to unite in prayer and 
friendship during their final year 
of schooling.              Deidre Alcock

Matrics gather 
for Mass and 
breakfast

Front, from left: (headboys/headgirls:  
Jacob Groenewald (St Benedict’s 

College), Patricia Zongololo 
(Holy Rosary School), and Monica 

Alves (Assumption Convent).  
Back: (Head of Religion) Roberto 

Coelho (St Benedict’s College), 
Matilda De Freitas (Holy Rosary 

School), and Marilyn Cilengi 
(Assumption Convent).

Dedicated sacristan
VICTORY PARK NEWS

Peggy Brauns (left) is part of a dedicated team of  
20 sacristans at St Charles, Victory Park, who help at 

the six week-end masses, as well as the three daily 
week-day masses. Peggy is a long-time parishioner at 
St Charles and went to school at Holy Cross Convent 

(now De La Salle Holy Cross College). She has  
been serving the Lord as sacristan at St Charles for the

past six years and loves  
every moment.

Children’s liturgy

Sunday collection ministry

The animated Children’s Liturgy 
Group at St Charles Victory Park, 
which is run by parents of the  
parish, ensures that young  
disciples in the making are not left 
out of the action at weekend 
Masses. Two groups are run for 
pre-school and older children who 
have not yet received their First 
Holy Communion.

Until the homily, it 
was a quite ordinary 

Mass on a Saturday 
evening in late summer. 
Then, the priest stepped 

away from the podium and turned  
it over to a couple who spoke about 
very personal things.

They described how they had 
married with high hopes of each 
being the other’s dream partner.  
But things had not worked out  
quite that way. They had begun to 
disagree and to find one another 
disagreeable. 

They both became miserable and 
only remained together because  
of their families and Catholic 
background, when they found a 

programme called Retrouvaille. 
Through this programme they 
learned to communicate with one 
another, to improve their relation-
ship, and, once again, to be happy 
together.

I thanked the couple afterwards 
for their talk, because I couldn’t 
imagine how hard it must have 
been. I told them that I felt there 
was a real need to revitalise 
marriages, and I expected their 
comments might hit a chord with 
someone.

Of course, I wasn’t thinking at all 
about myself. I had been married 
for over 25 years and my husband 
and I had a well-managed working 
relationship. My husband put heart 

and soul into his work. Not only did 
he have many professional col-
leagues and close business friends 
for support, but also I worked with 
him, keeping the office running 
well, so that he could do his job. 

I had several close friends and a 
tightly knit family that was very 
important to me. My husband and I 
rarely fought, we came together in 
crises, and we generally respected 
each other’s priorities. It was more 
than most people had, and, at the 
time, it was enough.

Retrouvaille: Saving and 
improving marriages

A few years later, a terrible thing 
happened. A close friend of mine 
died tragically and unexpectedly. 
This death shook me to the core and 
I struggled to cope. Just a few 
months later, my darling mother, 
who had really been my closest 
friend, became ill and died. 
Suddenly, my tightly-knit family 
became geographically and 
emotionally distant, each struggling 
in different ways to fill the gap left 
by my mother.

I struggled with loneliness, having 

no way to share these feelings with 
my husband. I continued to function 
efficiently as always, but inside I was 
crumbling emotionally. Hiding my 
real feelings was becoming more 
difficult. At home I was compelled to 
act out a role that was, at this point, 
totally fake. The stress was becoming 
impossible to contain.

By chance, there was an article 
about Retrouvaille in ADNews. I told 
my husband that, after 30 years of 
marriage, I thought we could use a 
“tune up” and was willing to devote 
a weekend and follow up sessions to 
it. He was also willing, for which I will 
always be grateful.

Retrouvaille taught us to identify 
and share our feelings. We realise we 
don’t often fight because it is my 
husband’s pattern to withdraw and 
my pattern to placate. The absence 
of fighting does not mean that 
conflict is being successfully 
managed. We learned how much of 
our expectations and our behaviour 
in our marriage has been shaped by 
the family life we had as children. I 
learned that my husband was 
unaware of my needs. He thought 
there could be no better relationship 
than one where there was not much 
fighting.

I learned that I cannot happily live 
without intimacy in our relationship, 
and we are learning how to establish 
and maintain intimacy for a more 
satisfying relationship. I have much 
for which to thank the Retrouvaille 
community, which I consider our 
lifeline to a better, more satisfying 
relationship.

Continued on page 10.
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POLICE DAY CELEBRATIONS

St Theresa, Zondi’s Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL) handed 
donations to the Mother Teresa 
Home in Yeoville on 11 February.

“We thank God for having 
managed to start our year with 
this project that has made us see 
things differently in life and the 
society we live in. We hope and 
pray that having an opportunity to 

CWL visits Mother Teresa Home
share some love with Mother 
Teresa beneficiaries has lifted  
our spirit and will turn all our  
challenges to wisdom. We are 
thankful for the opportunity of 
giving them what we could offer. 
With guidance and light from our 
Mother Mary, we wish to visit the 
home again soon,” Nomonde 
Ngetu, CWL vice president. 

Sr Mechtildis Wilking cele-
brated her Diamond Jubilee at  

St Anne’s, Belgravia on 22 Janu-
ary. She arrived from Germany in 
1956, was in the novitiate at  
Aliwal North and subsequently 
taught at the Teresa Mission on 
the Lesotho border for eight years. 
She was transferred to Bedford 
Convent Farm in 1965 where  
she was responsible for the forma-
tion of young women. In 1983 she 
came to the Provincial House of 
the Holy Cross Sisters in Belgra-
via getting involved in various 
tasks in her congregation as well 
as in parish ministry.

Nailand Smith

Sr Mechtildis 
Wilking 

celebrates 
60th jubilee

“Let the children come to me and do not hinder them for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these.” (Mk 10.14)

Masolenyana of Orange Farm welcomed new members at  
St Kizito in their opening Mass for the year. They were leading the 
songs and readings in the Mass, from beginning to the end. It was 
encouraging to see their joy and dedication. And, taking part so 
actively makes it also interesting for them and we hope it will shape 
good leaders for tomorrow. We are all grateful for the many who are 
supporting them.                                                                Fr Benno Singer

New Members of Masolenyana

Fr Amos Masemola and 
Fr Lawrence Moatshe 

flanked by members of 
the security cluster at  

celebration of Police 
Day in the Archdiocese 

of Pretoria.

Following the release  
of the national crime  

statistics by the South 
African Police Service 

(SAPS) on Friday, 3 March, 
Sacred Heart, Katlehong  

commemorated the  
work of and prayed for 

the police at Mass on  
Sunday, 5 March. 

Pretoria

St Angela, Dobsonville

Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng

Kristo Nkosi, KwaThema

Emmanuel, SebokengSt Lambert’s, Daveyton

St Benedict’s, Sebokeng

Our Lady of Victories, Dobsonville

Vosloorus
Katlehong

Holy Rosary, Phiri
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Retrouvaille – continued from page 8.

Three months ago, I was 
diagnosed with stage two breast 
cancer. In a questionnaire, I was 
asked whether I was part of a 
community where there would be 
caring friends. Retrouvaille provides 
a major element of that community. 

The questionnaire also asked 
whether there was at least one 
person who could take care of me if 
I were unable to temporarily. I wasn’t 
sure how to answer that. With the 
support of our Retrouvaille com-
munity, my husband is learning to 
help and care for me when I am sick.

One of these days, my husband 
and I will give our own talk, hoping 
to help someone else turn a “well-
managed working relationship” into 
a satisfying marriage. 

For confidential information  
about Retrouvaille in the Arch-
diocese or to register for the May 
programme beginning with a 
weekend on the call 083 339-7692 
or email joburg@retrouvaille.co.za 
or visit the website at  
www.helpourmarriage.com 

Rosemary Sarka

Traditional shrines are generally 
associated with luminous appari-
tions, sightings of a lady shimmer-
ing in white, ecstatic encounters, 
shepherd visionaries, foot-prints, or 
bloodstains left by the apparitions, 
child seers etc. Here in 
Magaliesburg, there have been no 
such happenings. Devotions to Our 
Lady need not depend on such 
happenings. “My sacrifice is a hum-
ble heart, O God, you will not reject 
a humble heart and a repentant 
heart” (Ps. 50.17). Christ said to 
Thomas: “Happy are those who 
have not seen and yet believe” (Jn. 
20.29). We have not seen the appa-
ritions, and yet, we believe.

Some of the pilgrimages to the 
well-known shrines overseas were 
associated with the socio-political 
developments of the nation. 
Lourdes’ pilgrimages emerged after 
the French-Prussian war in 1870. 
Initial pilgrimages to Lourdes were 
said to have been a response to the 
French defeat. Pilgrimages were 
seen as penance for the nation. 
Pilgrims longed for Mary’s maternal 
intervention.

Some say that the Knock 
(Ireland) apparitions were due to 
tensions caused by crop failure in 
County Mayo (1877-1878), or by 
the evictions of tenant farmers in 
1879, five days before the appari-
tions.

Magaliesburg on the other hand, 
is neither a response to some 
national upheaval nor a response 
to some social turmoil. Even 
though there are some social dis-
ruptions such as the burning of 
drugs and prostitution places; 
xenophobia incidents, service 
delivery protests, debilitating levels 
of unemployment, etc. Perhaps, 
inadvertently, Magaliesburg is 
responding to the apparent loss of 
Catholics to the aggressive wave of 
the Pentecostal, Evangelical and 
Charismatic movements. Magalies-
burg seeks to reinvigorate our luke-
warm Catholic faith; to rekindle the 
faith of lapsed Catholics and to 
invite back those who have aban-
doned the Catholic Church. Some 
say quality matters, but we say 
numbers matter also.

The Shrine of the Mother of 
Mercy is inspired by the strong 
belief that Mary is “indissolubly 
joined” to the Redeemer, the 
unique and only intermediary 
between God and humankind. 
Mary is our intercessor by virtue of 
her privileged and close relation-
ship to her Son. The Shrine is 
inspired by Christ’s words: “Ask and 
it shall be given to you” (Lk. 11.9), 
and: “where two or three are gath-
ered in my name, I shall be there 
with them” (Mt. 18.20).

Some people argue that Marian 
devotion flourishes only in those 
societies where fathers are ineffec-
tive in their families. This percep-
tion of men is a strong challenge to 
men, for it suggests that men are in 
fact the weaker sex. We hope that 
the Catholic Men’s Forum will take 
this theme as a serious challenge to 
the dignity of men as fathers and 
husbands.

In conclusion, The Mother of 
Mercy Shrine will not only be a 
Reminder, a Symbol of Mary as 
Mother of Mercy, but rather as a  
living house of Mercy for all those 
who seek a mother’s embrace and 
intervention. We urge every single 
one of you here present to be 
actively involved in the building of 
this wonderful promise to our 
Mother and to the people of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.

+Buti Tlhagale o.m.i.
25 February, 2017
Magaliesburg   

Continued from page 1.

The Principals’ Forum 
Johannesburg met on  
Valentine’s Day,  

14 February at Holy Rosary 
School in Edenvale. The  
39 tired men and women arrived 
– five weeks into a hectic school 
term – frankly frazzled, but they 
immediately relaxed in the 
beautiful, calm environment of 
the O’Shanahan Auditorium. The 
venue was beautifully decorated 

On 21 February, 70 new mem-
bers of staff from Catholic 

schools in Johannesburg gathered 
at Koinonia Centre, Bez Valley. 
Despite the extremely heavy rain 
on the day, the atmosphere was 
warm and comfortable, and 
delegates were treated like royalty 
by Sr Jacqui and her team. 

Principals present 
at the ForumPrincipals’ 

Forum meeting

Circle of 
Friends  
reflection 
focus point.

Graeme Edwards 
from St David’s 

Preparatory 
School gave a 

keynote  
presentation.

with thoughtful Valentine touches: 
wooden engraved hearts, red 
flowers and some candy. Jacinta 

New teachers. Br Michael Burke 
– facilitator.

Lucas, principal of Holy Rosary 
School, ensured that the 
principals were seated so they 
could get to know people they 
were not familiar with.

The keynote presentation by 
Graeme Edwards of St David’s 
Preparatory School, on Social 
Justice and Responsibility, was 
based on research he had under-
taken around the country. 
Heather Blanckensee from 
Sacred Heart College facilitated 
some discussion on the role of 
principals in engendering a sense 
of social justice and 
responsibility in our schools, and 
the accompanying challenges. 

Everyone received a copy of 
“Deepening Friendship with God 
– Daily Reflections for Lent” 
published by the Jesuit Institute 
South Africa. Principals left the 
meeting armed with posters from 
the Catholic Institute of 
Education on safeguarding 
children.

New Teachers’ 
Orientation Day

The theme for the 
day was set by 
Eleanor Hough of 
the Catholic Schools 

Office (CSO) Schools Liaison 
Officer with a reflection on the 
Circle of Friends. Everyone was 
welcomed as part of the greater 
Catholic schools’ family in 
Johannesburg. 

Br Michael Burke, from the 
Congregation of Christian 
Brothers, shared the history of 

Catholic schools in the country, 
leading participants through a 
description of the “common story” 
of Catholic education, beginning 
with interesting foundations that 
had been laid, through to the 
present lay age. CSO Director Rosa 
Calaca developed the 2017 theme 
for Catholic schools – Walking 
Forward Together – and she 
explained the structures that make 
up the Catholic schools network. 

Participants explored the voca-
tion of teaching, particularly from 
the perspective of the distinctive 
ethos of Catholic schools, based on 
the person of Jesus Christ. 

Br Michael’s warm and welcom-
ing style of presentation was very 
well received. Friendships were 
forged between various schools 
throughout the day. 
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Fr Benen Fahy 24-4-60
Fr Patrick Gallager 14-4-68
Fr Faustyn Jankowski 12-4-79
Fr Rodgers Sihlobo 06-4-84
Fr Francois Dufour 13-4-85
Rev Isaac Thomas 27-4-85
Rev David Lavers 27-4-85
 Fr James Ralston 05-4-97
Fr Tony Daniels 19-4-97
Rev Gregory Garnie 02-4-05
Rev Douglas Boake 30-4-11
Rev Robert Bothma 30-4-11
Rev William Davies 30-4-11
Rev Victor Ho 30-4-11
Rev Ronald Peters 30-4-11
Rev Abednigo Thokoane 30-4-11
Fr Gabriel Kwedho 28-4-11
Fr Thabo Mothiba 11-4-11

1st Rev John Rahme 
Fr Phuti Makgabo

5th Fr James Ralston
6th Rev Israel Maoyi
8th Fr Menguo-Mana Plinga 

Fr Emmanuel Dim
11th Fr David Evans
12th Fr Innocent Mabheka 
14th Rev Kevin Fenn
15th Bishop Duncan Tsoke 

Fr Brian Connolly
22nd  Fr Francis Muturi 

Fr Samuel Gitonga
23rd  Fr Jorge Guerra
25th  Rev Anthony Bishop
26th  Fr Ibercio Rojas Zevallos
29th  Fr Joseph Leathem

5th  Rev Peter French

We celebrate with our Priests & Deacons

Ordinations

The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. Our Auxiliary Bishop, Duncan Tsoke 

also celebrates his birthday in April … Pray for all of them!

Birthdays in April

... and in early May
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the Bible 
Foundation writes about the Word of God 
in response to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation. Holy Trinity, Braamfontein 

has embarked on dialogues 
titled “Talks at 11h00”, on 

Sundays after the 09h30 Mass.
The theme for the inaugural 
session which took place on  
5 March was, “Shout it from the 
rooftops: The Catholic Church’s 
new voice under Pope Francis”. 

In collaboration with Radio 
Veritas, the Jesuit Institute invited 
Vatican correspondent, editor of La 
Croix International and writer of 
the weekly Letter from Rome, 
Robert Mickens to unpack the 
topic. 

Robert prefaced his talk by 
congratulating and complement-
ing the parish on the fine liturgy at 
Mass that morning. Since it was a 
week before the fourth anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ pontificate, 
Robert recounted the events 
surrounding Pope Francis’ election 
and installation as bishop of Rome 
from a journalist’s perspective, 
who was privy to the goings-on at 
the Vatican. 

In the wake of Pope Benedict’s 
resignation, he and fellow jour-
nalists, had already ruled out Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio’s chances of 
being elected as pope as he was 
already 76 years old at the time. 

Emphasising the holy father’s 
aversion to clericalism, he said: 
“The Pope speaks of Synodos – a 
Greek word of journeying together. 
He is prodding shepherds to, 
although the image is unsavoury, 

Our mission to the human 
community is to make 
Isaiah’s call a reality.

2The mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest 
of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. 3Many 
peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.” (Is 2: 2 – 3) 685

How will all this happen?

Isaiah challenges us to seek the 
Lord and to turn to the Lord.
Mark also presents us with a  
similar challenge:
24And he said to them, “Pay 
attention to what you hear; the 
measure you give will be the  
measure you get, and still more will 
be given you. (Mk 4: 24) 

The more we open ourselves to 
God; the more we expose ourselves 
to the Scriptures, by making the 
Word of God the first source of our 
spirituality; the more we open our-
selves to receive God’s Word; the 
more the Risen Christ will trans-
form us allowing us to grow in 
God’s image and likeness.
4For thus says the LORD to the 
house of Israel: Seek me and live, 
6Seek the LORD and live. 14Seek 
good and not evil, that you may 
live; and so the LORD, your God 
will be with you. 15Hate evil and 
love good, and establish justice in 
the gate; the LORD, your God will 
be gracious to you. (Amos 5)

Who is this LORD the prophets 
are telling us about? What are the 
qualities of the God of Jesus?

Now hear this!
8The Lord is gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love. 9The Lord is good 
to all, and his compassion is over 
all that he has made. 
13The Lord is faithful in all his 
words, and gracious in all his 
deeds.  14The Lord upholds all who 
are falling, and raises up all who 
are bowed down. 16You open your 
hand, satisfying the desire of every 
living thing. 
17You Lord, are just in all your 
ways, and kind in all your doings.  

18You Lord, are near to all who 
call on you, to all who call on you 
in truth. (Ps 145)
Luke’s Chapter 15 has three ‘Lost 
and Found’ stories; the Lost Sheep, 
the Lost Coin and the Lost Sons 
(The Prodigal Son).
The parable of the Lost Sheep elo-
quently explains our next quotation 
from Is 55.

1Now all the tax collectors and 
sinners were coming near to listen 
to him. 2And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 
3So he told them this parable:

The Lost Sheep
4“Which one of you, having a 
hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness and go after 
the one that is lost until he finds it? 
5When he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders and rejoices.  6And 
when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neigh-
bours, saying to them, “Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
that was lost.”  (Lk 15: 1 – 6)

You are being asked your opin-
ion about how this shepherd did his 
job. Would you employ him to look 
after your flock of sheep? Read the 
story again and decide for yourself 
whether this shepherd acted wisely 
or not?

He must be the most stupid shep-
herd ever! When he notices that 
one of the sheep is missing, he 
leaves the rest unattended going in 
search of the lost one. The story 
tells us that he left the ninety-nine 
in the wilderness. By the time he 
returned most of his flock were 
scattered all over the countryside. 
A few were probably stolen and 
some others used for a braaivleis. 
He adds to his foolishness by 
throwing a party, probably spend-
ing more than the sheep was worth.

This parable teaches us about our 
God. Our God thinks with his heart 
not with his head. A better title for 
the parable could be:
Our God does not think like us!

6 Seek the LORD while 
he may be found; call on 
him while he is near. 7Let the 
wicked forsake 

8“For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways (my plans),” 
declares the LORD.  9“As the 
heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. (Is 55)

Fr Russell Pollitt SJ, Robert  
Mickens and Fr Emil Blaser OP.

Talks at 
    11h00

to smell of the sheep. They must 
be in the midst of the sheep. 
Sometimes, shepherds must walk 
behind, as at times, sheep have a 
good sense of where fresh pastures 
are. 

“This is something the Pope 
practises as, instead of taking 
possession of his largesse 
residence, he opted for the Casa 
Santa Marta where he stays with 
approximately 55 priests and lay 
people who work at the Vatican.” 

He continued: “The prime 
message that the Pope has been 
trying to instil in people, from 
cardinals in Rome to visitors, is 
that the church should be accident-
prone. It should not be afraid to go 
to the margins of society and of 
being God’s mercy and love to 
those who are hurting.”

What strikes Robert about the 
Pope is how non-ideological he is. 
“Some people stick to their 
platform and there’s nothing that 
will convince them to change their 
minds. 

“Pope Francis believes rules and 
regulations only make sense in the 

context of the Gospel, however 
sometimes, they do not make 
sense with words or actions of 
Jesus.”

Robert touched on the next 
gathering of the synod which will 
be in October 2018. It will be 
about youth, faith and vocational 
discernment. Bishops have been 
given questionnaires to dissemin-
ate amongst the youth. The Pope 
wants young people to voice their 
concerns, frustrations, joys, 
disappointments and dislikes 
about the church. 

The questionnaire will also be 
on a website to be announced and 
will be open until October. The 
data will go into a working 
document which will be used for 
the synod gathering of October 
2018.

A self-confessed Pope and 
church critic, Robert said his role 
is similar to people who review 
food, film and arts. These are 
people who like their subject, but 
do not promote it for the sake of 
promoting.

“Mine is to analyse and help 
people understand his pontificate 
and help create interest in what 
the pope is doing.” 

During his visit, Robert 
delivered public lectures in 
Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape 
Town. 

Lerato Mohone
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On 4 March about 50 young people 
from the Salesian Youth Movement 
in Gauteng, comprising youth from 
Ennerdale, Lawley and Finetown, 
took part in a Lenten retreat in the 
form of a hike around the beautiful 
environment of Bosco Youth Centre. 
They reflected on the gospel of the 
temptation of Jesus in the desert. 

The season of Lent emphasises in 
particular the three pillars: fasting, 
alms giving and prayer. The youth 
were asked at times to walk in 
silence in order to appreciate the 
beauty of nature and also to listen 
to God speaking to them. 

They stopped to reflect on the 

Salesian Youth Movement 
Lenten retreat

temptations and the Pope’s advice 
on what to fast from. Each found 
his/her own space for reflection 
and meditation.  

Participants were encouraged to 
draw up their own plan for Lent to 
make the most of this moment of 
grace that would lead to inner 
conversion. 

The retreat was concluded  
with Mass on Calvary Hill led by  
Fr Lingoane Tlaile SDB. It was a 
truly beautiful experience and a 
good start to their Lenten journey. 

Clarence Watts, Youth Ministry 
and Social Communication 

Celebration of Mass

On 5 March, the young  
adults of Our Lady of Fatima, 

Gogo and Mkhulu’s day
Dube, under the leadership of  
Fr Jean-Marie Did’Ho Kizituka 
hosted a Gogo and Mkhulu day. 
The goal of this initiative was to 
remember to honour the elderly 
who can’t make it to Mass every 
Sunday due to ill-health, and to 
remind them that the church still 
cares for them and that they are 
never forgotten. We are reminded 
of Pope Francis’ saying, “A popu-
lation that does not take care of 
the elderly and the young has no 
future, because it abuses both its 
memory and its promise.”

It was with that in mind that 
the senior citizens were trans-

ported from their homes by 
young adults to attend Mass. 
They were served breakfast 
which they enjoyed and appreci-
ated through the adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

“We enjoyed spending time 
with them before they were taken 
back to their residential dwell-
ings,” said Mingie Madinga, a 
member of the Young Adults.

The event was a great success 
and none of this would have been 
possible without the members 
who contributed their efforts  
and time in preparation for this 
event.

Grateful thanks have been 
extended to the Boksburg Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL) branch 
who collected a second batch of 
14 baby packs, made up of two 
sets of booties, caps, vests, short 
and full length baby growers and 
blankets. 

Together with the Edenvale 
CWL branch, these donations will 
be used by the adoption social 
workers to clothe the babies given 

The anniversary of the cen-
tenary of the apparitions of 
Our Lady of Fatima is 

upon us.
Clergy, religious and lay people 

are invited to the celebration  
taking place at the Cathedral of 
Christ the King on Saturday,  
13 May at 10:00 in joining 
together to unite all those devoted 
to the Blessed Mother Mary, and 
those who do not yet know her.

The 100th anniversary will be 
celebrated with a wide-ranging 
cultural programme including per-
formances relating to the appari-
tions and music. The first appari-
tions of Our Lady of Fatima were 
to the shepherd children on 13 
May 1917 and they were repeated 

up for adoption at the various 
Johannesburg hospitals. 

The babies are then relocated to 
various places of safety, whilst the 
necessary legal paperwork is 
completed and a loving home is 
found. The adoption service is 

fully approved and 
compliant with govern-
ment regulations and is 
not restricted to just 
Catholics. Should anyone 
be interested in adopting, 
supporting, donating, 
joining the committee or 
receiving more informa-
tion about this CWL 
project, please contact the 

Adoption Secretary Carol on 
011 618 1533 from 8am to 1pm 
Monday to Friday.    

Ida Steyn, CWL Diocesan 
News Correspondent 

Fr Jean-Marie Did’Ho pictured 
with some of the senior citizens 
who were in for a treat.

Donation to 
CWL Adoption 
Society

New Member
On 19 February, Cynthia Nokeri, 
holding her grandson’s hand, was 
introduced as a member of the 
Immaculate Conception Sodality by 
the sodality’s chairperson, May 
Sekhatea at Blessed Joseph Gerard, 
Orange Farm. 

Nyasha Kumurai

J Arendse, C de Booij, M Fan, B Lunga (headboy), T Manamela (head-
girl) G Sparaco, R Makondo and C Zackey were inaugurated at Our 
Lady of Lebanon Maronite school, based in the south of Johannesburg as 
the 2017 prefect body. They are keen and very enthusiastic to set the 
example for the rest of the school.                    Daniela Rebelo

Prefect body for the year inaugurated

100th 
anniversary 
celebration 
of Our Lady

the following months, with the 
last one being on 13 October 
1917, where the crowds wit-
nessed the “miraculous sun”.

The grand celebration in our 
Archdiocese will be celebrated 
by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI. Before Mass there will be 
a gathering of the statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima, in a splendour 
of flowers and people will be 
asked to pray before her. The 
procession will leave from St 
Anthony Portuguese church in 
Crown Mines proceeding to the 
Cathedral where people will be 
reciting the Rosary and praising 
in Marian hymns. 

It is said that the occasion will 
bring an experience of Portugal. 
People are being asked to be 
dressed in their traditional 
colourful dress. For more info, 
or to donate to the event, please 
contact Tony Concalves on  
083-6452855 or by email 
SanctuaryOfOurLadyOfFatima@
gmail.com

Lebo WA Majahe


