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Pearl Hlatshwako, of the Youth Parish Forum of St Charles Lwanga, 
Orange Farm with Masolenyana a Kriste Morena after celebrating their 
great feast.

Christ the King 
Sunday celebrates 
the all-embracing 

authority of Christ as 
King and Lord of the 
cosmos. Officially called 
the Feast of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King, it is 
celebrated on the final 
Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
the Sunday before Advent.It is one of 
many opportunities the Catholic liturgical 
church year offers to each of us to consider 
the “creature” which is called time, receive 
it as a gift and begin to really live 
differently.

The four parishes of 
Daveyton, which comprise 
St Nicholas, St Martin de 

Porres, St Monica and St Lambert 
proved just how far they can go 
spiritually and structurally when 
they resolve and commit to work 
together. 

Now under the leadership of the 
Consolata missionaries who took 
charge in 2004, they also 
collaborated with sister parishes 
from Woodland, Madadeni and 
Osizweni in KwaZulu-Natal.

It was thus a joyous occasion on 
5 November when they celebrated 
two historic occasions – the 
consecration of the church at  
St Lambert and raising to the order 
of deacons of Brs Obadia Paraboy 
Ole IMC and Muriithi Peterson 
Mwangi IMC. 

Mass was celebrated by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale with 
Vicar General, Fr Duncan Tsoke, 
Consolata Missionaries Superior 
General, Fr James Githinji 
Munene IMC and 17 other priests.  

 “I would like to thank the 
parishioners of Daveyton for the 
wonderful church you have 
erected. Also, I would like to 
thank Fr James for having given 
leadership and the various 
committees for having led this 
project to come to this point.  

‘The time of having churches 
built by missionaries has come 
and gone’ – Archbishop Buti

We are grateful because this is a 
contribution to the Archdiocese. I 
was told your “stop-nonsense” 
church was 49 years old. I could 
not understand why you did not 
see the need be in a better place. 
It’s almost like people who live in 
informal settlements – you get 
used to the dirt and mud. Even if 
you can afford it, you don’t feel 
like moving out,” he said. 

The Archbishop added that he is 
grateful they eventually came 
around.

“The time of having churches 
built by missionaries has come 
and gone. It is good to worship 
God in a welcoming and clean 
house. It is good to say we have 
built this house from our own 
strength and to be proud of your 
achievement,” he said.

He then addressed the newly-
ordained deacons. 

“Ordination is a response to a 
calling and you are responding to 
that call. You will recall the gospel 
says you cannot say Christ is Lord 
unless you are led by the Holy 
Spirit. You therefore cannot 
choose to be a priest unless you 
are led by the Holy Spirit. 

“To become a priest is to 
become a representative of Christ. 
Priesthood is a position of 
privilege. We are privileged to be 
humble servants of God.

“What you do not know is about 
your vulnerability, your capacity to 
be faithful to this ministry. That is 
why we ask the people of God to 
accompany you with their prayers 
on this journey,” he said.

The diaconate priesthood entails 
sacrifice.

“We are committing ourselves to 
deprivation, to pain and suffering 
in service of the Lord. If Christ 
was crucified who are we to 
complain? We are not blindfolded 
when we get into this ministry, we 
know what to expect,” he said.

Consecration of the church 
incorporated the blessing of the 
lectern, the anointing of the altar 
with chrism oil which was 
preceded by the insertion of relics; 
the anointing of the interior walls 
and the blessing of the tabernacle 
and the confessional.

Celebrations ended with a feast 
in the marquees.  

Report and photos by Lerato Mohone

Theodore Macupe proceeding to 
the altar before his ordination as 
a deacon.

The Feast of Christ the King 
celebrations

Fr Similo Mngadi, parish 
priest of St Albert, 

Vosloorus with Masole-
nyana a Kriste Morena, 

after Mass on the Solem-
nity of Christ the King.

Ordination to 
the diaconate

Presenting his hands for anoint-
ing by the Bishop

Twenty-two young men were 
ordained to the order of 

transitional deacons on Monday,  
7 December at the Sacred Heart 
Shrine in Karen, Nairobi, by the 
auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Nairobi, Rt Rev David Kamau.  
Our very own Theodore Macupe  
was among the 22 ordained. Theo is 
a parishioner of St Angela, Dobson-
ville. He started his formation at St 
Francis Xavier in Cape Town and 
proceeded to St John Vianney in 
Pretoria before he went to Kenya. In 
his homily, the Bishop reminded 
them to pray without ceasing, 
quoting the Pope that a religious or 
Christian who does not pray is an 
ugly soul.

Nineteen of the deacons are from 
the congregation of the Apostles of 

Jesus, one an OFM-capuchin, one 
a Salesian missionary and the 
other – Theodore Macupe a 
Diocesan from Johannesburg. 

Two historic occasions 
celebrated – the 
consecration of the church 
at St Lambert and raising 
to the order of deacons

Archbishop Buti  
Tlhagale with newly 
ordained deacons  
Brs Obadia Paraboy 
Ole IMC and Muriithi 
Peterson Mwangi IMC

The  
Archbishop 

anointing the 
altar

Greetings from 
the ADNews Team

The staff of ADNews wish 
all our readers a blessed 

and happy 2016.
Keep sending your news,  

we want to hear from you!
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On Saturday, 7 November, five children from 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,Three Rivers, received 
the sacrament of First Holy Communion. Back, 
from left: Fr Henri SMA, Fr Emmanuel Dim 
SMA, Fr Rufus SMA. Middle: Sheldon and Sabas-
tian Naidu. Front:  Henrique and Gabriela da 
Silva and Diogo Rodrigues.

First Communion in St Matthias Mulumba 
Poortjie/Orange Farm. A day well prepared and 
full of joy.

Three Rivers

Orange Farm
Cathedral of  
Christ the  
King

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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Patronal Feasts in January
1st Mary Mother of God. St Mary’s, Hyde Park and all 
 Marian parishes.
17th Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong (2011); Kagiso II (1977); 
 Roodepoort (1905 and 1964)
24th St Francis de Sales. Salesians
27th St Angela, Dobsonville. (1934 and 1961)
31st St John Bosco, Robertsham. (1957)

Community Notice Board

Pope’s Intentions: January
General. That sincere dialogue among men and 

women of different faiths may produce the fruits 

of peace and justice.
Missionary. That by means of dialogue and 

fraternal charity and with the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions.

HOLY COMMUNIONS

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
Building Homes of Merciful Love”.
JANUARY theme is “Merciful Love, 

a new Vision”. 
For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Join the 
discernment group

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine

Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Free Notices
Send event notices for February 2016 

by 10 January to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

The February issue of ADNews is due 
on Sunday 7 February

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise 
your parish events

26 -28 February
CHARISMATIC RETREAT
For more info contact Charity 

Phiri 074 968 2831 
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Fr Malesela Dikgale administered the sacrament  
of baptism to infants at St Theresa, Zondi on  
14 November.

Saturday 23 January 10:30-13:00
GriefShare

St John the Apostle, Florida
The course consists of 13 weekly 
sessions to help those who have 
lost loved ones to come to terms 
with their grief. Open to anyone 

needing comfort and solace.
Information and bookings, please 

contact: Joan 083 710 5386, 
Trudy 083 242 6887 or
Mildred 082 923 9022

Saturday 30 January
Charismatic Renewal AGM

Cathedral Place
For more info contact

Charity Phiri 074 968 2831;
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Saturday 6 February 10:00
GRIEFSHARE

Are you grieving for a loved one?
Find help and healing on your jour-
ney of grieving the loss of a loved 

one.  Group therapy starts on 6 Feb 
at St. John’s, Northriding.  Contact 

Arianna on 071 138 8401 for details.

Saturday 30 January 2016
POLICE DAY CELEBRATION

Cathedral Place
Starts with Mass at 09:00

Justice and Peace department

Saturday 30 January 09:00
Vaal deanery parish catechetics 

co-ordinators meeting
St Francis, Vanderbijlpark

Sunday 17 January 2016

Retreat day for SPRED
Concludes with Mass

Saint Vincent’s School for the Deaf, 
Melrose

Thursday 4 February 19:00
DIVORCE CARE

Are you getting divorced?
Find help and healing for the hurt 

of separation or divorce. 
Group therapy starts on 4 Feb.

St. John’s, Northriding. 
Contact Arianna on 071 138 8401 

for more details.

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

The Chancery closes at noon 

on 23 December and reopens 

on 4 January 2016

Saturday 20 February  09:00

LIVING ORDINARY LIFE 
WITH EXRA-ORDINARY LOVE

A day of Renewal for 2016 with
Fr Kees Thonissen OFMCap

Koinonia Retreat Centre
Hosted by Contemplative Outreach. 

Contact Heather, 082 450 1912

January 12, 19 & 26
Tuesdays at 19:30

THE FACE OF MERCY
Presentations by Gerhard Hattingh

12 Jan  “Jesus Christ, the Face of 
Mercy”; 19 Jan  “Luke 15 in Misericordae 

Vultus (Face of mercy)”; 26 Jan 
 “The Holy Spirit and the Face of Mercy”

St. Charles’ Church Hall, Road No. 3, 
Victory Park

Contact: Mary 082 873 3372  
or 072 292 8442

Saturday 6 February
North deanery parish catechetics  

co-ordinators meeting
Time and venue to be confirmed

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  
abortion), Catholics must be told, for 
their eternal welfare, and survival 
of their unborn infants. See www.
epm.org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf CoLA 082 609 6919

Commissioning Sundays 
for catechists for 2016
24 January; 31 January  

and 7 February
in your parish. Put your name  

forward now to become a catechist.

Zondi baptisms

On Sunday, 8 November,   
10 children from Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, Vereenig-
ing, received the sacrament 
of First Holy Communion.

Pictured here with  
Fr Emmanuel Dim SMA are: 
Angela Mohapi, Tshegofatso 
Motsepe, Reagile Motsepe, 

Vereeniging

Elizabeth Seisa, Paballo Lehoko  Oakgeng Modise, Tsaone Molatlhegi. 
Relebogile Moatlhodi, Lebohang Motshweneng and Alvin Baguma.

First Holy Communion at the Cathedral of Christ the 
King was held on Sunday, 8 November. Pictured are 
Fr Thabo Motshegwa, the administrator and Raymond 
Anyawu with the catechists and children.
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honour the parents who, with 
God, have brought the lives of all 
children present today into the 
world and planted them into our 
own journeys. 

“And we give thanks for those 
faith companions who nurture not 
only their lives, but indeed the 
souls of these children, through 
this special program of catechesis 
and faith development. Therefore, 
as Mary was prepared in the 
Temple for her role as mother of 
God, so too, the souls 
of each of these 
children are prepared to 
receive the great gift of 
salvation that comes 
from God.

“Let us consider what 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

A New Year’s  
resolution – declutter 

the Liturgy!

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

This month’s column is centred 
on a question from St Theresa, 

Zondi and which is relevant to 
parishes everywhere.

Why do some parishes add extra 
prayers at the beginning or the 
end of their Sunday Mass?

In some parishes, members of the 
faithful gather before the liturgy 
begins in order to say the rosary. In 
other places, people remain in their 
places once the procession has left 
the church in order to pray the 
Angelus on another Marian 
devotion. Often additional prayers 
get added to the beginning or end 
of the Sunday Mass, such as the 
prayer for the Year of Consecrated 
Life we were saying last year.

Such customs may be rooted in 
an outdated tradition called the 
Leonine Prayers. From 1884 until 
1965, Catholics were expected to 
end Low Mass by reciting together 
a set of prayers first introduced by 
Pope Leo XIII. These prayers, and 
the intentions attached to them, 
were modified over time. Many 
elderly Catholics will remember 
them as the “prayers for the 
conversion of Russia”. Usually 
three Hail Marys and one Hail 
Holy Queen were said, followed by 
the prayer to St Michael and a 
triple invocation of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. This custom was 
abolished on 26 September 1964 
with the publication of the first 
instruction on the implementation 
of the Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy. 

Why does this practice persist in 
some parishes and outstations? 
Perhaps custom is respected more 
than legislation. Perhaps some 
traditionalists have revived it 
without really understanding what 
it was for. Perhaps there are places 
where people experience the liturgy 
as something so foreign and exclu-
sive of them that they feel the need 
to say some prayers together once 
the priest has left the sanctuary. 

Is it correct to pray the rosary 
before Mass?

Sometimes people like to pray the 
rosary together before Mass, 
especially during May and October. 
There is nothing wrong with this 
provided others are respected. No 
one should feel forced to take part, 
or feel unable to prepare quietly for 
Mass because a group is praying in 
a strident manner. Unfortunately, 
instead of creating a quiet, medita-
tive atmosphere in church, some 
rosary groups and Divine Mercy 
groups have a way of making other 
Catholics feel they are intruding 
when entering their own church! If 
you can’t pray quietly in church, 
then assemble elsewhere, like at a 
statue or garden shrine. This will 
allow others to prepare themselves 
for the Sunday liturgy, both 
practically and spiritually. The 
rosary is not part of Mass. It must 
be over before the procession 

enters and Mass must not be 
delayed because of it.

I belong to a group that has an 
annual novena. When should we 
say these prayers?

There are various ways of holding 
a novena. If yours is fairly lengthy, 
with readings and reflections, then 
I would suggest praying it after 
Mass. When the Sodality of  
St Anne holds its novena at the end 
of July, for example, they should 
do this once the procession has left 
the church and those who have to 
leave get a chance to do so. If your 
parish says a simple novena prayer 
during the week leading up to your 
patronal feast, this can easily be 
done at the end of the intercessions. 
Devotions, whether communal or 
individual, are not a part of the 
liturgy. When the liturgy is done 
well it does not need jazzing up. 
Do not let the beginning, middle, 
and end of the Mass get swamped 
with lots of extra bits and pieces! 

What is a good way to prepare 
ourselves for Sunday Mass?

People are very busy and are 
always in a hurry. Getting a young 
family to Mass on time is not easy, 
in fact harsh words are often 
spoken in the craziness of the 
Sunday morning rush. If you think 
you can prepare yourself in the two 
minutes you have between 
reaching your pew and the ringing 
of the sacristy bell, you are just 
fooling yourselves!

Make time during the week to 
reflect on next Sunday’s readings. 
You know you won’t do this on 
Saturday night, so aim for 
Tuesday! Let the readings 
percolate in your mind and heart 
all week. Be aware of what we are 
celebrating before you arrive. Try 
by all means to arrive at least ten 
minutes before Mass begins. Greet 
one another on your way into 
church – we are gathering as one 
body after all! Sacristans, servers 
and musicians should grow in 
profession alism, making sure that 
things are ready in good time so 
that they are not distracting others 
who are trying to be calm and 
prayerful before Mass begins. 
Have some minutes of peace 
before we rehearse the psalm 
response or hear the greeting from 
the commentator. We will have had 
a chance to open ourselves to what 
God does for us in the liturgy, and 
we will stand a better chance of 
forming a true assembly of 
believers. 

“If you want peace, work 
for justice”- Pope Paul VI 

The 2016–2017 project 
objectives of the Justice and 
Peace ministry include good 

governance, air quality, illegal 
dumping and recycling, water and 
energy efficiency, mine dumps and 
gender-based violence. It was, 
therefore, fitting that the annual 
Justice and Peace conference, held 
at Cathedral Place, took place in the 
heart of 16-days of Activism against 
the Abuse of Women and Children. 

This year’s theme was ‘Building 
Bridges of Hope in Partnership for 
Better Service Delivery.’ Through its 
project of good governance, the 
Justice and Peace ministry aims at 
building knowledge and under-
standing of the democratic pro-
cesses and increasing the capacity 
for effective and meaningful public 
participation in Catholic churches 
and communities surrounding them.

Episcopal Vicar for Justice and 
Peace, Fr Raymond McQuarrie M.Afr 
opened with a prayer and read from 
Luke 7: 22-23.

He said as Catholic Christians we 
need to challenge corruption, 
however, in a manner that inspires 
confidence and hope in people we 

Building bridges 
of hope

Justice and 
Peace activists 

with Minister 
Pravin Gordhan

serve. “We are not political as the 
church. We do not care about who is 
in power, but whoever it is, they 
need to deliver.”

The guest speaker was Minister for 
Cooperate Governance and Tradi-
tional Affairs, Pravin Gordhan, who 
opened his speech by confessing 
that he is a closet Catholic who used 
to attend Mass at Emmanuel 
Cathedral in the Archdiocese of 
Durban. Being an activist is a special 
calling and requires insight that 
ordinary people don’t have, he said. 
Activists of whatever kind lead from 
the ground up. There is still a lot of 
inequality, he said.

“I like how Pope Francis is preach-
ing the same message, challenging 
global establishments to bridge the 
gap between the rich and the poor,” 
he said. 

The minister encouraged  
civic education. “When people are 
empowered through knowledge 
they become involved,” he said. 

The year 2015 has been a year of 
action for the department, said 
Head of Department, Joseph Dube. 
“We’ve had challenges, but the 
successes outweigh them. Thank 
you to all stakeholders. As we 
soldier on to 2016 and beyond, we 
intend to use the local government 
elections, amongst others, as a tool 
to mobilise parishes,” he said. 

Lerato Mohone

On the memorial of the 
Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

St Peter Claver, Pimville hosted 
the annual Archdiocesan Special 
Religious Development (SPRED) 
thanksgiving Mass.

Mass was concelebrated by 
chaplain, Fr Malcolm Mclaren 
and parish priest, Fr Tom Segami 
OMI. Reverend Abednigo 
Thokoane assisted them. 

In his homily, Fr Malcolm said: 
“The presentation of the blessed 
Virgin Mary in the Temple shows 
that, even in the earliest moments 
of her childhood, Mary was 
completely dedicated to God, 
though obviously it was her 
parents that initially offered her 
to God in the Temple. Mary was 
not only consecrated to God, but 
she remained in the Temple, 
living out her childhood in the 
service of the Lord, while her 
parents returned home, glorifying 
God. 

“Today’s celebration is a fitting 
reminder of the work done by 
SPRED for which we give thanks 
to God in this Mass. Yes, though 
each of us is a child of God 
through baptism, and moreover 
are temples of the Holy Spirit as 
Paul exhorts us, this morning we 

Thanksgiving Mass for SPRED

God is asking of each of 
us this morning. Just as 
Mary’s parents offered 
her in the Temple, what 
offering are we being 
asked to make to God?” 
he concluded.

Fr Tom Segami thanked 
everybody involved in this 
ministry: “It is not who you are 
or what you do, but how you 
connect people with God,”  
he said.

SPRED’s Head of Department, 
Sr TM Healey thanked the 
priests, Rev Thokoane, faith 
companions, parents and the 
parish for making the event  
a success.

Lerato Mohone

Fr Malcolm receiving 
gifts from Faith Friend 
Lee Liedenburg.
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Blessing of the Advent Wreath
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

‘The unexamined life is 
not worth living’ – Socrates
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

As we begin this new year, 
hopefully renewed by the 
Christmas break, there is 

a natural desire that arises in my 
heart to take stock of my life. I 
see this desire echoed in the 
pastime of New Year resolutions. 

Over the past few years, a 
group of my close friends and 
myself, continue to make time at 
the beginning of January to 
reflect together. We usually spend 
the first part of the day on our 
own, each quietly reading over 
our journals from the preceding 
year. As I read over my journals I 
make notes, noticing both 
moments of deep gratitude, as 
well as the more painful and 
difficult times. 

Then we share, listening to 
each other, as we talked about the 
significant things we noticed. We 
listen out to hear if we could 
sense God’s invitation in each 

other’s lives. We go back to the 
list of the fruits of the Spirit that 
St Paul writes of in Galatians 
5:22-23 “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.”

I have found, over the years, 
that list of the fruits of the Spirit 
to be an incredibly helpful guide 
to thinking about my own life. As 
I ponder them I see more clearly 
where I am working with God, 
and where I see myself moving in 
the opposite direction.

I am often struck by how easily 
I allow myself to be deluded into 
wanting things that are clearly not 
what God wants for me. 
Likewise, I remember with some 
astonishment, having one of my 
friends point out that they saw the 
fruit of forbearance and 
faithfulness in a long task that I 
had found very difficult to 

complete. Being reminded that 
kindness and gentleness are 
fruits of the Spirit, and allowing 
myself to be grateful for the 
people who gift me with these 
gentle gifts is also part of this 
process of looking back. 

However, this reflective day 
does not end with looking back. 
I look back in order to think 
more clearly about the future. I 
look back to notice how God 
has been at work in my life, so 
that I can look forward with 
greater insight and freedom.

I love to spend a little time 
thinking about the coming year. 
I need to think through the 
major events and challenges. As 
my children are growing, some 
of this is thinking about what 
needs to change in my style of 
parenting and home creation. I 
also purposefully think and ask 
God about how I can be more 
the person God wants me to be. 
This interior conversation has a 
‘new year resolution’ feel to it. 
For me there is something about 
taking stock of my life and then 
asking for the grace to better 
follow Christ in future.

Whoever said marriage was a 
happily-ever after event, was 
never placed in the situation 

that I was facing? Emotional turmoil, 
havoc in my brain, becoming 
extremely hard to handle … my 
Bible was there and every time I 
opened scripture, I would find a 
prayer that had something to do 
about what we were going through, 
as if God wanted me to stay in my 
marriage.

We both knew that we needed 
help, so we started looking at the 
Internet together to find out what 
could save our marriage? While we 
were in a crisis, I began questioning 
God … my God, MY GOD why have 
you forsaken me? Why have you 
allowed the devil to attack our 
marriage, why are my faith and our 
vows been tested?

We found Retrouvaille at www.
helpourmarriage.com. At first I was 
sceptical of what Retrouvaille was 
about. Was it the right place for us?  
I was afraid I was just going out of 
formality, just to say at least we had 
made an attempt to save our 
marriage. Was I prepared for the 
unexpected? To say I was unsure 
would be an understatement. We 
registered for the next programme 
but it was a couple of months away.

Then I began to look at the Old 
Testament versus the New Testa-
ment regarding Marriage … pain 
existed then – over 2 000 years ago.  
I began to think about my vows … 
“for richer, for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, until death do us part.” I 
then began to question what people 
might say if we got divorced, versus 
what God would do. I began to 
question forgiveness … what does 
God want me to do? It’s much easier 
to seek forgiveness, than to forgive.

How many times should I forgive? 
Not once, but 77 times 7? Lord, how 
many times You have forgiven me? 

I began to question myself about 

Reflections of a  
husband after attending  
a Retrouvaille programme

what was I teaching  
my children about  
commitment and  
forgiveness? What  
did “for better or for  
worse” mean? Why was it part of our 
vows? Whoever said Christianity  
was easy had never been hurt or 
betrayed? Jesus said to the woman 
caught committing adultery: “Sin  
no more and whoever has not 
committed any sin, let him be the 
first to throw a stone.”

“Love is patient, love is kind, never 
jealous, never rude…” How many 
times have we failed to adhere to 
those simple words, which so many 
of us used as one of the readings on 
our wedding day.

What Retrouvaille did for us is 
difficult to explain. It rekindled our 
hearts and minds to the forgiveness 
and caring that was previously 
almost dead. Retrouvaille gave us 
the opportunity to set aside time for 
ourselves and to answer sometimes 
difficult questions that were rele-
vant to our situation. Retrouvaille 
taught us how to apply ourselves 
when placed in situations of 
conflict. It also gave us tools to start 
rediscovering ourselves again. Not 
to say that it’s now smooth sailing. 
From time to time, we are placed in 
conflicting situations, but we are in 
it for the long haul. Prior to 
Retrouvaille I was contemplating 
filing for a divorce. Thanks 
Retrouvaille for saving our marriage.

Go to www.helpourmarriage.com.  
or refer to contact details below. Put 
your faith and marriage in the hands 
of a programme that has 85% of 
attending couples still married.

A grateful husband

Advent candles readily demonstrate 
the strong contrast between dark-
ness and light. In the Bible, Christ 
is referred to as the “Light of the 
World” contrasted with the darkness 
of sin. As His Advent, or “coming,” 
draws nearer, another candle is lit, 
each candle dispelling the darkness 
a little more. Thus, the Advent 
wreath helps us to spiritually con-
template the great drama of salva-
tion history that surrounds the birth 
of God Incarnate who comes to 
redeem the human race. The wreath 
tradition also involves a wreath 
which is blessed at the beginning of 
Advent in a special ceremony, so 
that throughout the whole four 

Fr Emmanuel Wafula bless-
ing the advent wreath on  
29 November.

weeks families will be drawn into 
deeper conversation with Christ 
through its symbolism and  
meaning.      Lebo WA Majahe

The Catechism of the  
Catholic Church teaches us 
that baptism grants us a  

share in Christ’s priestly, prophetic 
and kingly ministry. 

Thus, on the solemnity of Christ 
the King, when the church cele-
brated and explored the nature of 
Christ’s kingship, we were reminded 
that He also instituted seven sacra-
ments, amongst which is the sacra-
ment of holy matrimony. At least 24 
couples from around Soweto who 
were ushered into marriage through 
marriage preparation by Mr and 
Mrs Ernest Madondo, held a sur-
prise celebration for them at Holy 
Cross, Zola. Parish priest, Fr Male-
sela Dikgale stressed the importance 
of sacramental marriages. “That 
way you are incorporating Christ 
into your marriage,” he said.

An overwhelmed Mrs Madondo 
said they have been married for 53 

years and have been part of this 
ministry since 1988. Although 
they were elected in absentia to 
coordinate marriage preparation 
classes and counselling, it has 

been a blessing to journey with 
couples who are called to this 
vocation. Ingredients to their 
success in marriage include respect 
and humility, she said.  

Mr and Mrs Mpho Thasagi from 
Good Shepherd, Protea Glen 
thanked Mr and Mrs Madondo for 
being shining examples of marriage 
life and for the counsel and wisdom 
they willingly share. 

Mr and Mrs Thami Buthelezi 
from St Angela’s, Dobsonville will 
now lend a hand to Mr and Mrs 
Madondo, assisting with couples in 
their vicinity.       Lerato Mohone

Celebrating marriageCelebrating marriage

Mr and Mrs Madondo in the forefront, 
with the other couples.

The next Retrouvaille weekend is 
from 5 to 7 February and we have 
space available. 
Contact us on 083 339 7692 or
joburg@retrouvaille.co.za
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Invitation - Reminder

Archbishop William Slattery OFM
Catholic Archdiocese of Pretoria

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
Please join us as we mark three occasions –  
the conclusion of the Year of Consecrated Life, 
the opening of the Plenary Sessions for the  
Bishops and the launch of the Catholic Board of Education.

When: Saturday 16th January 2016
Time: 10H00
Where: Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Pretoria 

During Mass we will renew our vows and ask you to bring a candle. Candles will be on  
sale before Mass (small - R15 / large - R40).

After the celebration of the Eucharist we will gather in the Loreto School Hall for a bring  
and share lunch. We invite each congregation to bring a banner or some information  
about your congregation to display in the Loreto Hall.

Parking is available at the Cathedral, Khanya House and Loreto School.

For more information, contact Sr Christine on 082 704-0719.

Exactly four months after he 
was honoured as South Africa’s 

first local Saint, Blessed Benedict 
Daswa still has people talking. After 
the beatification Mass which took 
place on the 13 September last year 
at Tshitanini, people have been 
travelling to Limpopo to learn more 
about the life of Tshimangadzo 
Benedict Daswa. The community 
of Nweli is still curious as to why 
someone’s remains are buried in the 
church, and more people come to 
the Nweli parish to see this ‘mystery’ 
for themselves, said Chris Mphaphuli, 
a friend of Daswa who worked tire- 
lessly on the beatification. The 
Diocese of Tzaneen, under the  
leadership of Bishop Joao Rodrigues  
and the assistance of Bishop 
Emeritus Hugh Slattery are well 
underway with plans for commem-
orating the feast day of Bl. Benedict 
on 1 February. Mphaphuli said it  
will be observed on the exact day  
irrespective as it was a date approved  
by Rome. Pilgrims are expected to 
start arriving in Thohoyandou from 
29 January. The program will begin 

on 30 January when pilgrims will be 
taken by shuttle from a central point 
in Thohoyandou to Nweli Primary, 
Assumption parish (commonly 
known as the Nweli Church).
    Later pilgrims will gather the 
Mbahe cemetery where Benedict 
was buried before his remains were 
exhumed, for prayers and then move 
to the spot where he was killed.  
     On the 1 February, the program 
will begin at 07:00 with praise and 
worship service, followed by the 
veneration of the relics and Mass. 
Bishop Emeritus Slattery said it is 
important for the church in Africa 
to respond to the Pope’s appeal for 
more African saints. He encourages 
people to learn more about Bl Bene- 
dict and to be inspired by his 
standing up for his faith. Catholics 
are also encouraged to say a Novena 
devoted to Benedict Daswa to obtain 
favours through his intercession. All 
who have received favours are asked 
to reveal them to the Diocese of 
Tzaneen by contacting Sr Claudette 
Hiosan on bendaswa@mweb.co.za

Lebo WA Majahe

 The multitudes that gathered in Tshitanini on 13 September 2015 at the  
beatification Mass. Will we witness the numbers doubling  
in February?

Benedict Daswa Feast Day

Above: Some of the youth from 
Eshowe Diocese about to enter-
tain with traditional Zulu dance.

Mass was the highlight of the 
day, where young people actively 

gave witness to their faith.

After a session of catechesis…Johannesburg pilgrims 
seated in front.

Left: Some bishops attending 
the night vigil

Below: The masters of ceremony; 
Akani Malobola of Radio Veritas and 

Bhele’lihle Khuboni, Miss Common-
wealth South Africa.                                                                  

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops Conference, under the 

Youth Department, headed by  
Fr Mthembeni Dlamini kicked off 
the very first mini world youth day 
at the Bosco Youth Centre, Walker-
ville. About 1 000 people partici-
pated, with representatives from 
Swaziland and Botswana. The 
event was from 3 to 6 December 
and ended with a closing Mass 
with Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
the President of the SACBC being 
the main celebrant. As a first 
attempt in hosting such a big 
event, there were slight hiccups, 
but none deterred the youth.  They 
understood that a pilgrimage is 
never easy. The event definitely 
left the organisers with a lot of 
experience for the ones to come.

 The mini WYD was organised 
in response to the Pope’s call to 
have youth days locally so that 
young people who cannot afford 
to attend the international one can 
have a taste of the experience.   
The programme comprised of cat-
echesis, healing sessions, talent 
searches, masses, penitential and 
services. Archbishop Buti cele-
brated the welcoming mass on  
5th December. Lebo WA Majahe

The parishioners of the 
Kempton Park parish of Our 
Lady of Loreto, patroness of 

aviation, can pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament at will. “An 
adoration chapel is the best gift a 
priest can offer his parish.” said Fr 
Peter in thanking all who 
made the chapel and the 
celebrations possible.  
“I am full of joy” he said 
antici-pating the “rich 
blessings” on the parish.

Fr Duncan said in his 
homily that we should not 
forget that God is in charge. 
While we may be distressed 
sometimes by our violent 
society and history we 
should not be over-
whelmed. Reflect on the goodness, 
love, peace and mercy of God. The 
kingship of his son, Jesus, was not 
about earthly power but spiritual 
one. We should share Daniel’s vision 
of an everlasting kingdom. We 
should respond to Jesus’ kingship 
by living out the beatitudes and 
treating others with the love shown 
to us. Fr Duncan reminded 
parishioners that they should 

Some free time to start friendships …

Mini World Youth Day

Bathed in the light of the 
setting sun Fr Duncan 
Tsoke blesses new 
Eucharistic ministers at 
Our Lady of Loreto on 
the feast of Christ the 
King. Fr Duncan the 
Vicar General was depu-
tising for Archbishop 
Buti at the consecration 
of a chapel of adoration.
He is flanked by deacon, 
Rev Keith McKenzie and 
parish priest Fr Peter 
Rebello OCD.

approach their 
parish priest 
when they first 
face difficulties 
and not wait. 
“Pray before the 
blessed sacra-

ment. These are the things that 
bring us closer to God.”

After mass the Blessed Sacra-
ment was carried in procession 
to the new adoration chapel.

Before Mass Fr Duncan 
unveiled the new corpus affixed 
to the cross above the altar and 
afterward blessed a huge blue-
lit cross highly visible from the 
M57 motorway.        Judy Stockill

Great Joy

Fr Duncan Tsoke blesses with holy water 
the new corpus affixed to the altar cross.
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Making Christmas a joyful time for the needy
Sacred Heart Sodality members of St Theresa, Tshepisong have been 
saving throughout the year to help a number of needy families with 
food parcels. The number has slightly increased since last year and in 
December, the Sacred Heart members were able to gather more money 
so that they could reach out to a reasonable number of families. Each 
family was presented with a food hamper which contained non-
perishables and toiletries. The families were given their goodies, which 
they appreciated, on the second Sunday of Advent – 6 December after 
the parishioners had their Communion service led by Monica 
Mapheelle, an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist.     Lebo WA Majahe

On Sunday, 8 November, at Our Lady  
of Victory, Doornkop the elderly were  
treated to a scrumptious “Seven 
Colours” lunch by the women of  
the Sodality of St Anne’s ahead of 
Christmas. 

Right: Members of the Sodality of  
St Anne with their President Selina 
Mokitimi on the right.                             

By Fikile Ndima

On 20 to 22 November,  
23 Oblate lay associates 
from all three South African 

Oblate provinces met for the first 
time to go on retreat as one united 
body. The associates met at 
Parnassus Farm, Magaliesberg,  the 
camp site of St Benedict’s Oblate 
school in Johannesburg. 

The retreat master Fr Thabang 
Nkadimeng OMI, Director of the 
associates in the Northern Province, 
preached the retreat theme:  
“The Interior Castle.” As we 
approach the amalgamation of 
provinces, many steps have to be 
taken just as the soul has to enter 
different chambers in the castle to 
reach the diamond who is God, as 
we find in the spiritual writings of 
St Teresa of Avila. 

St Teresa of Avila teaches us how 
to trust in God and how to always 
be aware of the need to remain 
within the castle and not outside. 

The retreat – retreating meaning 
going back – is a time of intro-
spection: knowing oneself and his 
calling as a lay Oblate associate. 

How can I, as a lay person, live 
the Oblate spirituality in my 
everyday life? What novelty, if any, 
do I bring to the Oblate world 
especially during this time of 

Lay Oblate Associates retreatLay Oblate Associates retreat
Fr Thabang Nkadimeng and the Oblate Lay Associates after a retreat session.

globalisation? These were some of 
the questions asked.

As the new, united province  
will most likely venture into new 
ministries or retake ministries that 
have since died, the associates feel 
a period of discernment is nece-
ssary and the involvement of the 
lay is paramount. 

The 23 members representing 
the three provinces continue the 
Oblate pride “Proudly Catholic” and 
embark on going into the world 
preaching Christ and His crucifixion. 

It is God who has called us to this 
most noble vocation and will make 
sure the united province continues 
the good Oblate work begun by so 
many missionaries before. 

Oblate Associates of South Africa. 

Children of Mary
Lebo Khanyile, Nobuhle Nkosi, 
Mpho Khanyile, Busisiwe Nzama, 
Thando Khumalo and Akhona 
Madlabane were made full  
members of the Children of Mary 
sodality ahead of the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception at Holy 
Cross, Zola. Mass was concele-
brated by visiting Oblate priests 
from the Archdiocese of Durban, 
Frs Bonga Mkhize and Thobani 
Shoba following their participa-
tion in the Mini World Youth Day 
at Don Bosco Centre. Fr Bonga, 
in his homily, stressed the impor-
tance of deepening our relation-
ship with Christ. Liturgical  
seasons of the church are meant  
to draw us closer to Christ, he 
said. Since ours is a time of baby 
showers, he invited the faithful  
to have a “baby shower” with 
Mother Mary, preparing for the 
birth of Jesus.        Lerato Mohone

A treat for 
   the elderly

Sacred Heart Sodality 
members in front of 

the altar before they 
presented the hampers. 

Their Vice-Chairper-
son, Thato Mokoena 

gave a background of 
the project. 

Presentation Presentation on 
24 October of 
catechumens and 
candidates with 
Sr Patricia Finn 
(back-left) and 
Iris Seabrook 
(front-right) at  
St John Bosco, 
Robertsham, 
Johannesburg.Roy Newton-Barker
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Mathieu Van Vlierden 11-01-70      
Ronald Cairns 14-01-72
Theophilus Malotsa 23-01-77
Robert Gore 01-01-78
Mokesh Morar 07-01-89
Rev Kevin Fenn 24-01-93
Domincus Son Gwangbai 
 25-01-96
Ivaldo Bettin 15-01-00
Rev Anthony Bishop 15-01-05
Rev Simon Mokoena 15-01-05
Rev David Potterton 15-01-05
Rev Philip Teulon 15-01-05
Rev Herman Wiechers 15-01-05
Mandla Skhosana 22-01-05
Cinema Inueiua 27-01-07
Jean-Marie Kizituka 23-01-10 

 

2nd Donald McLoughlin
4th Bernard Sompane 
 Xavier Barongo
7th Rev Errol Scott
10th Antonio Borras Cabaces
11th Sergio Lorenzini
12th Joseph Matsau
20th Peter Rebello
23rd Sergio Durigon
31st Anthony Egan

1st    Malesela Dikgale
5th    Rev Michael Harrington

We Celebrate with 
our Clergy

Ordinations

Birthdays in January

... and in early February

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birthdays 

and anniversaries of their 
ordination.

Remember them in your prayers!

7

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD
The light went out
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“Someone will say, ‘You have 
faith, I have deeds.’ Show 

me your faith without deeds, and I 
will show you my faith by what I 
do.” (James 2: 18) 

 Faith and good works are 
inseparable. There is little point in 
praying for the poor if we do 
nothing to feed and clothe them.

The story of the Wealthy Young 
Man has much to teach us.

17 As Jesus started on his way, a 
man ran up to him and fell on his 
knees before him. “Good teacher,” 
he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do 
you call me good?” Jesus ans-
wered. “No one is good except 
God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: Do not murder, 
do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, 
do not defraud, honour your father 
and mother.” 20 “Teacher,” he 
declared, “all these I have kept 
since I was a boy.” 21 Jesus 
looked at him and loved him. 
“One thing you lack,” he said. 
“Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.”  22 At this the 
man’s face fell. He went away 
sad, because he had great wealth. 
(Mark 10: 17 – 22)

Mark places this story as Jesus 
is commencing his journey from 
Capernaum to Jerusalem. He says 
Jesus was “on the Way.” “On the 
Way” is a highly significant 
phrase. It was used by the early 
followers of Jesus to describe the 
way of life Jesus advocated. In 
Acts of the Apostles we meet 
Apollos who had been instructed 
in the Way. Paul, taught him all 
about Jesus; his teachings, values 
and understanding of God. Jesus 
has hardly started out when the 
young man asks for guidance on 
the Way. “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” His sincerity 
is beyond question. “Eternal life” 
means entering into a deeper kind 
of life through prayer, following 
Jesus’ example. We enjoy eternal 
life when we become the best 
persons we can possibly be. We 
are fully human in the very best 
sense. This is the gift that Jesus 

offered the young man and passes 
on to us.

You may have noticed that Jesus 
lists only commitments that relate 
to how we serve and treat others. 
Matthew adds “and love your 
neighbour as yourself.” The 
economists of Jesus’ time held 
that there was a fixed amount of 
wealth in the world. If you had 
more than your fair share then you 
must have taken it from somebody 
else. Mark adds to the command-
ments, “do not defraud.” The 
challenge to “give back to the 
poor” must have shaken the young 
man. Jesus offers him the oppor-
tunity to be God’s instrument in 
responding to the cry of the poor. 
Sadly, he was unable to accept the 
challenge.

Attachment to material 
possessions held him back from 
choosing life. Do not be too hard 
on him. What about the more 
subtle and penetrating possessions 
like reputation, learning or power?

“ 22 At this the man’s face fell. 
He went away sad, because he had 
great wealth.” Can you see the 
light in his life dimming and 
ultimately darkness taking over?

All is not lost.
‘Build up, build up, prepare the 

Way, says the Most High. I will 
not accuse forever nor always be 
angry. I saw their ways, but I will 
heal them. I, the Creator, will give 
them life. Peace, peace to far and 
near,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will 
heal them. No peace for the 
wicked!’ says the Lord. (Is 57: 14 
– 21) No matter what, our God will 
not abandon us. He will never rest 
until we are united with Him. 

It may take a long time but 
remember how in the parable of 
the labourers in the vineyard 
everybody was rewarded even 
those who had worked for only 
one hour. (Mt 20: 16) 

 “But many who are first will be 
last, and the last will be first.” (Mk 
10: 31) 

 

The ‘missionary of mercy’ (see Pope Francis’ Misericordiae Vultus  
par. 18), will arrive at the parish on Saturday and preach 

the weekend Masses. He will encourage parishioners to attend 
the mission which will last from Monday to Thursday.  

The following is an adaptable programme for the four days:

A  Daily Morning Masses 
Depending on the nature and location of the parish, there could be two 
morning Masses, one very early (around 6am) for those needing to get 
to school or work, and one later (around 9am) for those at home.

B  Evening Mission Services
Mon “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy” (MV1)
Tues Healing as an experience of God’s mercy
Wed Penance and Forgiveness as an experience of God’s mercy
Thurs The Eucharist as a celebration of God’s mercy.

Note: The services from Monday to Wednesday would not take place in the 
context of a celebration of the Eucharist, but would have para-liturgies 
proper to their topics. For example, Monday could include Benediction. 
Tuesday could see a blessing with the oil of gladness. Wednesday could be 
a penitential service. The mission will close with a solemn Eucharist on 
Thursday evening.

C  Confessions
The missioner(s) would be available for confessions throughout the 
week at designated times.

D  Costs 
R500 per mission priest per day. It is possible to have a mission collec-
tion on the Thursday evening and any short-fall of the SACBC rate could 
be made up by the parish. The SACBC travel rate (2014) is R3 per km.

PROGRAMME FOR A PARISH MISSION RETREAT

The Year
 of Mercy

The motto/vision for the ministry
To welcome and integrate 
migrants and refugees, especially 
Catholics,  in the local church.
How long have you been Vicar?
Three years
What does your job as Vicar entail?
Working hand-in-hand with  
Srs Maria de Lurdes and Therese 
Musoa who work every day in  
the office to ensure that our 
objectives as a department are 
achieved. 
Besides being Vicar, what other 
portfolios do you hold? 
I am vice parish priest at  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle.
Successes and challenges?
Some 36 parishes already have 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees desks. Whilst others 
claim not to have migrants, they 
unaware of internal migration 
where people from rural areas 
move to the city for a better life.
We have helped a number of 
migrants and refugees to get their 
documents in order and to seek 
employment.

At St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, 
migrants and refugees have found 
a home and a space to pray and 
are given an opportunity to 
express themselves in their 
languages. There is a strong 
support and help for them, and it 
is safe to say we have all nations. 
When people are integrated well, 
we have so much to gain and not 
that much to lose.

Home Affairs is a big 
challenge as documents need to 
be renewed every three months, 
six months if fortunate.

We also pay special attention 
to children at school and we lend 
a hand by paying school fees, 
stationery, etc.
Why do we need this ministry?
To offer answers to refugees and 
migrants.
It is not only important for the 
church, but for society too, to 
spread a culture of acceptance, 
communion and solidarity. To live 
together in diversity is not the 
problem, but a solution to the 
problem. Matthew says: “I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.” 

VICAR FOR PASTORAL 
CARE FOR MIGRANTS 
AND REFUGEES
Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs

Also, the Bible is awash with 
verses on vulnerable people, 
children and migrants. 
What you do in your limited  
spare time?
Playing soccer used to be my 
thing. I love learning and singing 
new songs. I also enjoy braaing 
and can dance the Danca 
Gauchesca, a traditional dance 
from my native country, Brazil.

Lerato Mohone

“Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the 
chessboard of humanity.” - Pope Francis

Fr Oupa Kgage (left) from the Archdio-
cese of Klerksdorp celebrated Mass for 
the faithful at Holy Cross, Zola when he 
was in Johannesburg recently. He is 
originally from St Margaret, Diepkloof. 
To prove that the faithful should always 
actively participate and prepare them-
selves for Mass, he conducted a spot 
quiz during his homily. Parish priest,  
Fr Malesela Dikgale who was at his 
second parish, St Theresa, Zondi, 
arrived after Mass.

Fr Oupa at Zola
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Everybody was taken aback 
when Fr Benno Singer 
asked the children to join 

him on the altar at the time of 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer on  
29 November, the first Sunday of 
advent, at Blessed Joseph Gerard, 

Unemployment is a common phenomenon in South 
Africa.

Church World Service (CWS), with the support of the 
department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees 
recently held a two-day workshop at Cathedral Place. 
Having started with a pilot phase in February, the aim 
of the workshop was to empower candidates with 
information on job searching, help them access 
employment and business opportunities and to bring 
refugees and local communities together for 
participative discussion. The workshop was opened 
with a prayer by Ps Raphael Kayembe. 

Project coordinator, Erick Rutaihwa said getting – and 

On 15 October, Justice and 
Peace activists from Regina 
Mundi, Moroka and Christ the 
King, Orlando East partici-
pated on a silent picketing at SASSA 
offices at Maponya Mall Soweto, to  
support the Black Sash Organisation’s 
campaign of Hands off Our Grants. This 
challenges the unlawful, fraudulent and 
immoral business practice facilitated by 
the current outsourced South African 
Social Service Agency / Cash Paymaster 
Services (SASSA/CPS) contract for the 
payment of social grants. 

The call to action was launched after 
months of evidence-gathering. Beneficia-
ries testified that money was deducted 
from their SASSA bank accounts without 
their knowledge or consent.

 The picket took place on the day 
when SASSA was expected announce 

Orange Farm.  
For most, it was the first time 

on the altar. This inspired a 12- 
year old girl to offer to serve.  
Fr Singer later explained to the 
congregation that it is his wish to 
see children participating in 
Liturgy activities through singing 
and bringing offerings.

“It’s all about teaching them 
young and to instill Catholic 
beliefs so that when maturity 
catches up with them, they will 
be in a position to defend their 
faith,” he said.

 Photos and report by Nyasha Kumurai. 

Inspiring the children

Hands Off  
our Grants 
Campaign

its new service provider.
The campaign is to assert the  

constitutional right to social security and 
calls for SASSA to protect the confiden-
tial and personal information of benefi-
ciaries, thus reducing their vulnerability 
to loan sharks and financial service 
providers accessing these bank 
accounts – those who only want to  
profit at the cost of the poor. 

The campaign was supported by 
among others, the Right to Know Cam-
paign, Section 27, Social Justice Coali-
tion, the Catholic Archdiocese of Johan-
nesburg Justice and Peace Department.   

Brian Mooi (Justice & Peace Fieldworker for 
Soweto/West/Central deaneries)

Workshop for the 
unemployed

Farewell

keeping - a job sometimes depends on a person’s 
attitude. For refugees, migrants and asylum seekers, 
their major challenge is documentation without which 
no legitimate employer will employ them. The process 
of transferring professional certificate credentials to suit 
the South African circumstances is also laborious. Most 
of the participants had tertiary qualifications and held 
prestigious jobs in their native countries. The group 
proved that it is not only foreigners who have trouble  
in securing employment. Looking for a job can be 
tedious and discouraging, even for South Africans.  

Minimal formal job opportunities give rise to social 
ills like crime and xenophobic attacks.

Some of the solutions offered include; networking,  
as employment in most instances comes from who you 
associate with, taking entry-level jobs while targeting 
ideal jobs, learning the language of the host country 
which will help with integration, becoming competitive 
by learning new skills and starting their own 
businesses. 

When people know their rights, they are less likely to 
be exploited and so rights and responsibilities were 
also covered.

Lerato Mohone

Candidates preparing for interview scenarios

Chancery 
Christmas 

Celebration

One top or tag at a 
time – we are 
making a difference!
Assumption Convent has been col-
lecting bread tags for wheelchairs 
for many years. In recent years, bot-
tle tops have also been collected. We 

have been recycling our tops and 
tags under the name ‘Sweethearts’ 
which started very small but has 
developed into a large community 
who has made the dream of mobility 
real to many less fortunate people. 

We have delivered a total of  
1 059 kg of bottle tops (7.6 wheel-
chairs) and 67 kgs of bread tags  
(4.4 wheelchairs) to recycling plants 
this year. Thank you to everyone who 
has helped in any way to make 
dreams come true or just the reality 
of someone less fortunate, more 
easy to bear. 

We will keep collecting – one top 
or tag at a time! 

The Holy Cross sisters said farewell 
to Sr Mary Charles who retired  
to Pretoria. Seen here are, from left, 
Sr Mechtildis, Sr Mary Charles, 
Holy Cross Matron of Lady  
Selbourne Sr Bede, and standing,  
Sr Bernadette 

Staff members attended  
a thanksgiving Mass and 
high tea to celebrate the 
end of the year

From left: Fr Patrick Dladla, Fr Ivaldo 
Bettin, John Mills and Fr Jean-Marie 
Kuzituka Did’Ho

From left: Tyrone 
Mentoor, Lisa Avery, 
Brian Mooi and 
Germina Kgokong

Above: Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka 
Did’Ho, Fr Patrick Dladla,  
Fr Duncan Tsoke, Fr Peter 
Doherty, Fr Ivaldo Bettin 
celebrated a thanksgiving Mass. 

From left: 
Veronica 

Peterson, Lisa 
Avery, Lebo wa 
Majahe, Emma 

Zemura and 
Lerato Mohone

From left: Fr Victor 
Ngwenya, Vicar General 
Fr Duncan Tsoke and  
Sr Tarsycja Groblica


