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Priests line up to bless the
newly-ordained priest.

T

hese were the words of
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
at the ordination of Phuthi
Samuel Makgabo at St Albert the
Great, Vosloorus, on Saturday,
19 December 2015.
“We are thankful to the
Makgabo family for giving us
their son to come and serve the
church and for supporting him in
his vocation,” he said.
The ordination celebration
was combined with the celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the parish.
Archbishop Buti congratulated
parishioners of St Albert for
‘being on their feet and doing
well in producing their own
priest’. “You are now on the verge
of competing with Alexandra
which has about four priests and
two religious,” he added.
Over 60 priests attended the
ordination. The Archbishop
appealed to girls to reflect and see
whether they could offer themselves as religious sisters. To the
ordained, the Archbishop told him
that the quality of his “worthiness” is accompanied by virtues
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“A priest’s worthiness will at
times be tested by fire …”

Archbishop Buti
and self-denial. He thanked
Fr Phuthi for his generosity in
offering his life to serve the
people of God. He also thanked
three more seminarians and

Rev Deacon John-Paul Mathebula, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, Bishop
Zithulele Mvemve and Fr Thabo Motshegwa.

of faithfulness and compassion
which suggest a high standard of
integrity and respect for others,
especially the vulnerable.
“The media roasts us in
criticism because we are seen
as liars and hypocrites.”
He advised him to practise
what he preaches and, in so
doing, embracing sacrifice, pain

Fr Molewe Machingoane, who was
the Rector of Fr Phuthi at St John
Vianney Seminary, blesses him
Fr Phuthi greets his mother and
uncle as a new priest.

Matric
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others to come after this ordination for embracing this vocation.
Tshepo Lekoko from
St Alberts, Vosloorus, will be
ordained sometime this year.
Fr Phuthi, in his thank-you
speech, shared his discernment
story which included travelling
from Limpopo to Johannesburg
to seek gold. He became active
in his parish and fell in love with
the concept of serving Christ.
He thanked Fr Duncan Tsoke
who was his parish priest when
he joined the seminary and
Fr Thabo Motshegwa, his parish
priest preceding Fr Duncan and
the Episcopal Vicar for Vocations. The Opus Dei was also
thanked for their generosity, as
they sponsored Fr Phuthi’s
studies in Rome. He will be
assisting Fr Joe Matsau at the
Protea North and Protea Glen
parishes until he returns to Rome
later this year to study for a
licentiate in Communications.
Lebo WA Majahe

Archdiocesan Youth Marian Pilgrimage

C

ontinuing with the
awareness campaign to
build a Marian Shrine, the
youth of the Archdiocese are
invited to a date with Mary, on
27 February at 09h00 at Our Lady
Queen of Peace, Bophelong,
Vanderbijlpark.
So far, three Marian pilgrimages have been hosted in three
deaneries: South, East/Far East
and Soweto. During the second
pilgrimage at St Dominic, Boksburg, the Archbishop challenged
the organisers to host a pilgrimage
specifically for the youth. He
referred to the children of Fatima,
who, at tender ages, knew the
power of prayer, fasting and
penance. He said it’s possible for
young people to create a positive
spiritual impact in the world.

February 2016

The day will start with a
concelebrated Holy Mass, by His
Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
and other priests especially the
youth chaplains. The intention is
to strengthen the devotion of the
youth to traditional Catholic
prayers, such as the Benediction
of the Most Blessed Sacrament,
devotional prayers to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Rosary, and
Stations of the Cross. It will be
promoting the use of sacramentals
such as the miraculous medal and
the brown scapular.
A long term goal of the Marian
Shrine is to create an enabling
environment for the spiritual and
social development of the youth.
The youth are challenged to take
charge of their future, through
prayer and adequate moral and

social formation. This day is an
invitation to celebrate and enjoy
our Catholic faith. This event will
take place during Lent, so the
youth can take advantage of this
opportunity to nourish their
Lenten journey.
The day will be a day of
pilgrimage - a journey with a
purpose. The purpose is to spend
time in prayer. A pilgrimage
involves an element of sacrifice;
hence the purpose of the day is to
sacrifice time and convenience to
worship God.
It is hoped that, before the end
of the year, a Marian pilgrimage
will be hosted on the property
acquired for the building of the
Marian shrine at Magaliesburg.

Fr Benno Singer with new members

New CWL members in Orange Farm

O

n 6 December, new Catholic Women’s League members were
introduced to the congregation of Blessed Joseph Gerard, Orange
Farm Parish by Fr Benno Singer.
“It was a journey of two years of initiation, but I enjoyed every day
of it. What I have learnt during those years, I will implement in doing
God’s work.
The bond which I established with existing members who are
committed to serving God made this day even more important in my
life,” said jovial new member, Puleng.
The enrolment ceremony took place at Regina Mundi, Moroka.
Nyasha Kumurai

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Pope’s Intentions: February
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Patronal Feasts in February

7th Our Lady of Graces, Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep (1986) and Rivonia
(1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda (1932) Servite Friars
22nd St Peter, Kagiso (1926)

CONFIRMATIONS

Baptisms in Dobsonville
Our Lady of Victory, Dobsonville welcomed three
beautiful and blessed babies into the community
– Reyamorata, Lubanzi and baby Tshiamo.
Wishing them a wonderful Christian journey.

His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following
parishes in February. Pray for them.
Sun 07 10:00 Our Lady of Mercy
Springs
Sun 21 10:00 St Bonifacious
Randburg
Sun 28 09:00 Cathedral of Christ the King Hillbrow

S

t Anne’s sodality members
of St Joseph’s in Katlehong
opened their love-laden hearts
and bought purple cassocks for
the parish’s Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion.
Pictured with some of the
members of the sodality on
13 November, they are (back
row L-R) Abel Dlamini, parish
priest Fr Elijah Otu; Johannes
Tshabalala and Vincent Makgale.

First Holy Communion
Fr Jordan Ngondo with 35 children who
received First Holy Communion on
25 December at St Angela, Dobsonville.

Chancery

011 402-6400
ents
For all departm
2 February-15 March
Tuesdays 19:30-21:30

'Unveiling the Kingdom'
by Dr. Dwight Prior
Introduction by Clive Withers
St Charles' Parish Hall,
Victory Park.
By invitation of
Family of God Community
Heather Withers 083 458 1008

Family Life Theme 2016
The Year of Mercy and the
Family. Building Homes of
Merciful Love.”
LOVE AT THE HEART OF MERCY
For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Saturday 6 February 10 am

Parish Catechetics
co-ordinators meeting for
NORTH deanery.
Rosebank, Immaculate Conception

Adoption,

the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533
.za
or adoptions@mweb.co
a
www.adoptions.org.z

Sunday 7 February

Gandhi Square

18 Peter Place
3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of
from 10:30-12:00
each month from
10:30-12:00
Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Sunday 21 February

Saturday 20 February 9:00 -1:30

Saturday 13 February 9 am

BAPTISM COURSE
for catechists

Parish Catechetics
co-ordinators meeting
for CENTRAL deanery

Cathedral Place

Holy Angels’ Parish after Mass

Saturday 20 February 12:45-16:00

Community Masses

CATECHISTS’ RETREAT
facilitated by Fr. Victor Ngwenya
St. Patrick’s Parish, La Rochelle

THE BOOK OF
NUMBERS BAMIDBAR

Saturday 20 February
09:00 for 09:30 until 13:00

Deaf Community

Obedience and rebellion
in the wilderness; epic history,
law and God’s love.

LIVING ORDINARY LIFE WITH
EXTRA-ORDINARY LOVE
A day of Renewal for 2016 with
Fr Kees Thonissen OFMCap

Scripture in its Jewish context.
Unit 1: Census,
Blessings for Giving Life
Holy Family College, Oxford Rd,
Parktown. Entrance on 3rd Avenue.

at Koinonia Retreat Centre
Hosted by Contemplative Outreach.
Contact Heather, 082 450 1912

on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at
Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community
Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu

076-211-5232

Wednesday 24 February 10:00

Nigerian Community at 11:30

Morning of recollection
for diocesan clergy at
Mazenod Centre

CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD
BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Pray for our priests and deacons

Could you not spend
an hour with me?

Are you called to be
a diocesan priest?

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy
Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.
Enquiries 074-193-0449

on 2nd Sunday of each month
at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Edenvale – 011 609 7246

First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00
10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Charismatic Retreat
For more info contact Charity Phiri
074 968 2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

To help call Zama 011 609-7246
www.littleeden.org.za

St Anne’s Home
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation
available. A CWL project.
Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667

Ethiopian & Eritrean
Community in Amharic at 12:30

Join the
discernment group
Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Charismatic Community
Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

26 -28 February

Francophone Community at 11:15

To book contact Sr Marie André
Mitchell, marieandre@batkol.info
or 072 250 4944

Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition
1st Saturday of the month 07:00
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
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St Martin de Porres, Orlando West
Contact Deborah Mothopeng
082 454-4732

Bring Bibles and packed lunch.

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY
MOVEMENT

s
Parish Catechetic
ting for
co-ordinators mee
WEST deanery.

2nd Sunday of each month

All-night vigil from 20:00
on the last Saturday of each month
to Sunday at 05:00
Cathedral of Christ the King

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
followed by Bible Study.

Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185
hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Zambian Community at 11:30
on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831
charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King
Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Donate

Help the Culture of Life Apostolate
help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu
079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za
www.cultureoflife.co.za
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Sunday 28 Februa

Commissioning Sunday
on the parish level

Expressing his gratitude on behalf
of the ministers, Vincent said,
excitedly: “May the merciful
Lord bless you for your generosity and grant you the spiritual
growth.” Chairperson of the
sodality Mirriam Tsalong said
they felt spiritually fulfilled after
having made a difference in
the ministry and advised the
ministers not to flinch but to
stand firm in their faith.
ry : 9:30 am

Community Notice Board

Pray outside the abortion facilities

Randburg

Generous St Anne’s

Join the Archdiocesan News
group and get up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise
your parish events

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told, for
their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants. See www.
epm.org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf CoLA 082 609 6919

Free Notices

Send event notices for March
by 10 February to
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
The March issue of ADNews is
due on Sunday 28 February

February 2016

Rules about Fasting
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

W

hile we were still in the
Christmas season, one
reader on the East Rand
was already preparing himself for
Lent! His recent question may
help others as we move towards
Ash Wednesday.
I would like to understand fasting
in the church, especially relating
to the Wednesdays and Fridays of
the year.
Christians have fasted ever since
the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, left
us to return to his Father. But the
way we have fasted has been
constantly changing and adapting
according to time and place. To
get a grasp on this subject, we
must understand three terms:
fasting, abstinence, and penance.
For Catholics, fasting means
cutting back on our food, not
complete starvation! We are
allowed one meal in the day, and
two snacks (called collations).
Abstinence means refraining from
meat and meat products like stock
cubes, meaty soups and gravy.
Penance is broader concept which
might include doing good things
for others. The entire season of
Lent is a penitential time, but we
do not have to abstain from meat
for forty days.
Are both Wednesdays and Fridays
days of fast all year round?
No, there are only two days in the
year on which we are told to fast:
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
On these two days, fasting is
obliged on all Catholics between
the ages of 18 and 60, though sick
people are dispensed. Voluntary
fasting is another matter entirely.
Healthy adults may choose to give
up a meal and use that money to
help others. This should be done
quietly, without boastfulness.
I understand that on Fridays we
must eat fish only and no meat
products.
Days of abstinence are more
common than days of fasting.
Catholics aged 14 and over are
expected to abstain on the two fast
days mentioned above, and on
every Friday through the year,
except the Friday in the Octave of
Easter and other Solemnities that
fall on a Friday (eg The Sacred
Heart). While abstinence usually
means refraining from meat, each
Bishops’ Conference may modify
the rules to fit the local circumstances. In southern Africa, as in
the USA and Canada, instead of
refraining from meat on Fridays,
we may substitute a pious,
charitable or penitential act. In
England and Wales, however,
meatless Fridays were brought
back in 2011. Refraining from
meat is not the same as eating
fish! No one has to eat fish.
Beans, soya, cheese and eggs are
all good sources of protein.
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Can one have eggs, milk, cheese,
chocolate, and colas on these
days?
In parts of the early church, no
meat, dairy, oil or wine was
allowed in Lent. In some parts of
Europe people had a complete
binge before Ash Wednesday to
use up everything in their larders.
Carnival means “farewell to
meat”, and Mardi Gras means
“Fat Tuesday”. Pancake Day
comes from people using up their
butter and eggs by making
pancakes. Today the excesses of
carnival remain, but penance
seldom follows.
Our modern norms were set out
by Pope Paul VI in 1966 and were
codified in the 1983 Code of
Canon Law. Pope Paul clearly
saw the ambiguities in the system
and the need for simplification.
What matters is not what goes
into one’s mouth, but the change
of heart that penance should
bring. Legalistically, we should
not eat a polony sandwich on an
abstinence day, but an expensive
pot of crayfish and prawns would
be okay. History shows that
European colonists in the
Americas got dispensations so
that beavers, alligators and
capybaras were all classified as
fish and could therefore be eaten
on Fridays! These examples show
how the letter of the law can be
made to contradict the spirit of
the law.
So, while milk and eggs are no
longer luxuries in most places,
chocolate and colas are things we
take for pleasure rather than for
sustenance. Alcohol and tobacco
would be in the same category.
There are other things that can be
sacrificed too. In 2009, one Italian
bishop asked his young people to
give up text messaging during
Lent. Whatever you decide to do,
it should have a serious purpose.
After the recent scandals in the
Irish Church, its bishops called
for renewed penance which they
called an “essential part of all
genuine Christian living”. They
said penance should be in
memory of the passion and death
of Christ, enabling us to share in
his suffering, express our inner
conversion, and make some
reparation for our sinfulness. So,
whether you chose to abstain from
meat, give up other treats, or
engage in more prayer, scripture
reading and charity work, let it be
to identify more closely with the
Lord Jesus who has saved and
redeemed us all.

Celebrating Christmas
with our refugees

Santa giving out presents

“I was hungry and you gave Me food,
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink,
I was a stranger and you took Me in.”
Matthew 25: 35

T

he Pastoral Care for Migrants
and Refugees department
spread some Christmas cheer on
18 December when they held a
Christmas celebration for
migrants, refugees and asylum
seekers. Mass was concelebrated
by Scalabrinian priests, the
department’s Vicar, Fr Ivaldo
Bettin and Frs Jorge Guerra and
Sergio Durigon. To ensure
everybody felt welcomed, Mass
included different languages. The
gospel, which was taken from
Matthew 1: 18-25 (Christ Born of
Mary) was re-enacted by the
faithful.
In his homily, Fr Ivaldo said
when Jesus assumed our human
condition, “He experienced
human emotions – He cried, got

Shepherds adoring the Christ Child

hungry, thirsty. He was a refugee
and an asylum seeker like some
of you because Mary and Joseph
had fled to Egypt. He experienced
poverty as he was born into it.
So, we remember Christ who is
born for all of us.
“It is not easy to celebrate
Christmas far from home. However, Jesus is the Prince of Peace
and he comes to restore peace,”
he said.
Over 200 attended – mostly
families the department has

helped by ensuring they have
shelter, obtain proper documentation and are equipped with skills
so they secure employment. The
department ensures children stay
in school by paying their school
fees and other necessities and
helping them with homework.
After Mass, celebrations
included a dramatisation of a
migrant life in South Africa by
Malik Odette Enzouge.
After lunch the children
received toys and stationery whilst
parents received food parcels.
Friends of the department
including, Sergeant Israel Lota
from the Jeppe Police Station also
attended the celebration.
Lerato Mohone

Bienvenu Shelter
a life saver

*Nothando

Right: Some women at
the shelter
Lovely Bears Creche

Sr Kadia with the children in the Mother
Assunta Baby Room

“I was homeless and you gave
me shelter, thirsty you gave me
drink, naked and you clothed me”

Matthew 25: 35

Bienvenu Shelter is a beacon of hope
to many displaced women. Named
in honour of the founder of Holy
Family Sisters, Fr Pierre Bienvenu
Noailles, the shelter is run by the
Scalabrinian Missionary Sisters and is
situated in Bertrams. The objective
of the shelter is to provide
accommodation, food, psychological
counselling, health care, clothing,
access to Home Affairs for
documentation purposes and basic
needs to economically and sociallymarginalised women and their
children. The shelter embraces South
Africans and non-South Africans,
equipping women with skills that
will make them self-sufficient.
The women are taken in through
referrals from organisations such as
the Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees, parishes, Justice and
Peace, Sophiatown Community
Psychological Services and Centre
for the Study of Violence and
Reconciliation. The minimum stay is
three months, however, there have
been cases where stays have been

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?

extended according to the
individual’s history and needs.
Services include English classes,
computer lessons, sewing, arts and
craft. The shelter also pays for
external classes in child-minding,
catering, travelling and tourism,
beauty therapy, housekeeping and
waitressing.
We interviewed Nothando* – a
35-year old Zimbabwean.
“My husband and I came to South
Africa in 2008 in pursuit of greener
pastures. In 2013 I developed
shingles which was extremely
painful. My husband, the
breadwinner, left me with two small
kids. We were evicted from a flat in
Rosettenville. With children who
were crying and hungry, I walked
aimlessly not knowing where to go.
We eventually reached the Central
Methodist Mission in town where we
slept for the night
without food and water.
“A social service agency
told me they did not
assist non-South Africans
but a social worker
referred me to Bienvenu
Shelter where I've been

for a year and eight months. I’ve
received the best medical care here.
My children are at crèche playing
and learning with other children.
“The shelter has also paid for my
childcare classes. I love children and
plan on minding them
professionally as soon as I am able. I
am truly grateful to Bienvenu
Shelter for being good samaritans
and giving me a new lease in
life,”she said.
The shelter always needs help and
monetary donations. They have
received money from parishes, the
Knights of da Gama, friends,
individuals and overseas supporters.
Those who wish to make
contributions can contact Sr Kadia
on 011 624 2915 or email
bienvenushelter@gmail.com or
bienvenu@telkomsa.net
*Nothando not her real name
Lerato Mohone

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption
Sr Carmel
082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Volume 30 No 10

MSA1101b

3

T

February – dedication
to the Holy Family

he month of February is
dedicated to the Holy Family
– Jesus, Mary and Joseph and
the example they set for us. Jesus is
the perfect Son, Mary the perfect
mother and Joseph the perfect
foster parent of Jesus.
Families today are faced with
many challenges from the influences of secular society in terms of
increased moral degeneration. The
influence of social media and peer
pressure cannot be ignored. Our
faith challenges us to follow the
secular world and fit in, or to stand
out and follow Christian teachings
and moral standards. Many families
fall apart due to outside influences
and pressures caused by financial
challenges.
Joseph found out that the woman
he was engaged to be married to
was already pregnant. Joseph
considered divorcing Mary quietly,
but the angel of the Lord spoke to
him and informed him that it was
the work of the Holy Spirit, and not
of another man. Joseph accepted
taking Mary as his wife and loved
the child Jesus. Joseph sets a
wonderful example for all fathers to
love their children and guide them
towards God.
Mary was obedient to God’s word
and she agreed to be the mother of
Jesus according to the annunciation
of the Angel Gabriel. Mary brought
Jesus up with an understanding that
He was born to bring salvation by
His death and resurrection for the
whole world. This knowledge,
however did not make the pain and
suffering less for a mother seeing
her child being crucified. We learn
from Mary to accept both joy and
suffering in our lives as a result of

God’s will. Mary accepted the joy of
bringing forth the Saviour of the
world, and the suffering of His
death, and lastly the celebration of
His resurrection.
Jesus, Son of God, gives us an
example of unconditional love. The
love that reaches out to the brokenhearted, the oppressed, the poor,
the lost, the sinners and the demonpossessed. We see Jesus reaching
out going to the people and
showing the unconditional love of
God towards mankind. We know
that through Jesus we shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, for He says:
“I am the Way and the Truth.” One of
the hardest teachings of Christ is
that we must love our enemies and
pray for them. Now that is the core
of being a Christian. Loving those
who love us is easy, loving our
enemies is another story altogether.
The example of the Holy Family is
hard to follow – the main thing is
that we need to be rooted in prayer
and accept God’s will in our lives.
We cannot rely on our own strength
and our own wisdom. Let us, in the
month of February, look towards the
Holy Family for strength and a way
to live amid the challenges we face
in our own families today.
Rob & Mahadi Buthelezi
Parish of the Resurrection Bryanston Catholic Church

Growth in St Anne’s
St Anne’s sodality of St Joseph’s, Katlehong welcomed new members into
the sodality on Sunday, 13 December. Parish priest, Fr Elijah Otu, is seen
with executive members of the sodality and the Eucharist Ministers, from
left: Nthabiseng Motsoenyane; Rebecca Matea; Charlotte Mtshali; Julia
Radebe; Patricia Ngcongwane and Ela Letsheng.
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Deep Foundations

R

Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

ecently I went down to the
new Retreat and Training
Centre in St Lucia. One
morning at Mass, Bishop Jose
Luis was talking about how when
they were building the retreat
centre, they had to dig deeper
foundations than normal because
of its location on the edge of the
estuary. This image of having to
dig deep foundations is so
appropriate to the work of a
retreat centre.
As we enter into Lent, it is time
to be thinking of our foundations
- time to dig deep into our hearts,
noticing what is really happening
in our lives. It may be time to
think about going on a retreat.
Either planning when in the year
one would go and spend some
time in deep, focused prayer,
nurturing the foundations of our
faith, or to find a Lenten retreat
and do that in these six weeks of
preparation.
Lent is so well placed for us,
just as the year has begun, we are
offered this time to stop and to
recollect. We are invited each year
by the readings of the church to

P

weigh up our lives, to notice how
we habitually sin, and to turn
again to God’s loving mercy. We
are invited to take stock of how
we live our life and how we spend
our time and energy. We are called
to conversion and change, to
finding anew the truth that our
lives are not our own but God’s
gracious gift to us.
I was at St Lucia, looking at the
new retreat Centre because later
this year members of my team
will be offering the 30-day retreat
(The Spiritual Exercises of
St Ignatius) at this lovely venue.
As I was reflecting on the image
of the deep foundations, I was
also thinking about how the
Spiritual Exercises, when I made
them, became the deep
foundations of my own life of
faith. This extraordinary
experience of prayer helped me to
shift into a far deeper relationship
with God. It also clarified for me
and helped me to articulate my
own sense of personal vocation.
I love the idea that the people
who choose to go and make the
30-day retreat this year at St

‘The Year of Mercy and
the family, building homes
of merciful love’

ope Francis chose the
motto Merciful like the
Father for the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.
While events are planned for
those churches with Holy Doors
in the deaneries and in parishes,
let us not forget that our
understanding of mercy begins
first of all in homes. The 2016
Family Year planner theme is:
“The Year of Mercy and the
family, building homes of
merciful love.”
Each month, some aspect of
family life is put under the
spotlight, for example, couples,
parents, youth and the elderly.
The February there is “Love at
the Heart of Mercy.”
The focus will be on love,
marriage and Lent as a calling to
deeper conversion.
Mercy Minutes booklets use

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

extracts from the daily readings,
scripture and from Pope Francis’
booklet “The Face of Mercy.”
The Family Matters magazine
No1 of 2016 available early
February will have more
in-depth articles on Mercy.
Pope Francis writes, “I desire
that the year to come will be

Lucia, are going somewhere that
has more than ordinarily deep
foundations. Because, in the
retreat they will be challenged to
dig deeply into their lives, into
their own faith. They will
hopefully put down deep
foundations themselves that will
sustain them for the rest of their
lives. My own experience of
making the Spiritual Exercises,
now more than 15 years ago,
remains for me an ongoing
source of inspiration and
direction. In a very real sense,
that retreat became the
foundation of my life of faith.
I know I am not alone, a dear
friend who had made the
Spiritual Exercises when he was
a young Jesuit once came to tell
me in delight that he had just
realised what God had been
saying to him in one of the
opening contemplations of the
exercises. (At the time he was in
his 80s)
For anyone who is looking for
depth, for a more profound
friendship with Jesus, then this
Lent you might want to consider
making the Spiritual Exercises
sometime soon.
For more information on the
Spiritual Exercises or other
retreats offered by the Jesuit
Institute email us at
retreats@jesuitinstitute.org.za
steeped in mercy so that we can
go out to every man and woman,
bringing the goodness and
tenderness of God! May the balm
of mercy reach everyone, both
believers and those far away as a
sign that the Kingdom of God is
already present in our midst!
Visit www.marfam.org.za ,
email info@marfam.org.za or see
us on facebook for more current
info, ideas and resources or call
Toni Rowland on 082 552-1275.
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OPENING OF THE HOLY DOORS
Fr Thabo Motshegwa opens the
Holy Doors of the Cathedral of
Christ the King.

Fr Tony Daniels (left) with
Fr Carauaquissuelaca Cinema.

Schoenstatt

Below: Before the Holy Doors
were opened

T

he Schoenstatt sisters and
members of the Apostolic
Schoenstatt Movement are
highly honoured and extremely
grateful to His Grace Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale to have had the
Shrine designated as the official
Holy Doors of Mercy for the East
Rand Deanery.
On Sunday, 13 December,
Fr Tony Daniels and Fr Cinema
Caruaquissuelaca officiated at the
solemn opening ceremony at the

Cathedral

F

r Thabo Motshegwa,
administrator of the Cathedral of Christ the King
opened the Holy Doors on
Sunday, 13 December.
In his homily, Fr Thabo stated
that the Holy Door evokes the
passage from sin to grace which
every Christian is called to accomplish. He stated that Christ said
He is the door in order to make it
clear that no one can come to the
Father except through Him. He
explained that this designation
which Jesus applies to Himself
testifies to the fact that He alone
is the Saviour sent by the Father.
He is the only way that opens
wide the entrance into this life of
communion with God. Fr Thabo
emphasised that people should
take advantage of passing through
the doors and going to pray for
their conversion and their needs.
The significance of passing
through the Holy Doors is
comparable with passing from this
world into the presence of God.
Upon opening the doors, the
obstacles of passage to our Lord
are removed. The Holy Doors will
remain open at the Cathedral
throughout the Jubilee Year and
all are encouraged to come and
make a pilgrimage by passing
through them.
Lebo WA Majahe

shrine in Bedfordview.
In her welcoming address
Sr Edith Raidt pointed out that the
central teaching and spirituality of
Schoenstatt’s founder, Fr Joseph
Kentenich, was focused on the
mercy of the Father. She said that
blind confidence and trust in
divine providence is required of
us and that Our Lady, the mother
of mercy leads us to the Father.
Fr Tony encouraged everyone
to make the pilgrimage to the
shrine as often as possible and to
enter the Door of Mercy as a sign
of repentance and desire to renew
and recommit to their faith.

Victory Park
Actonville

T

he Year of Mercy was
inaugurated on 13 December
at St Joseph’s, Actonville. The
picture of Divine Mercy is
mounted on the entrance door
through which the faithful will
enter the church pronouncing
silently, “Jesus, have mercy on
me.” A banner has been put
inside the church showing
different acts of mercy for the

inspiration of the people.
A monthly programme has been
arranged for the different groups
of the parish so that all may
participate in doing the act of
mercy in this holy Year of Mercy.
The faithful are given the opportunity in this year to frequent the
sacrament of confession to
experience the boundless mercy
of God’s forgiveness.
Fr Boniface D’souza

CMF year-end party

O

Members of the Catholic Men’s Forum at the year-end party

n 20 December, the Catholic Men’s Forum at Blessed Joseph Gerard,
Orange Farm had a year-end party which started with a talk on
leadership in families, community and church.
Joseph Dube, the Justice and Peace head of department, explained that
some leaders are born – but along the way – one has to equip himself with
necessary skills to go hand-in-glove with time.
He told the men that it is their responsibility to make sure that producing
leaders in their community was a prerequisite for a vibrant church.
When it comes to fundraising for maintaining the church, he encouraged
bo Ntate (the men) to make use of the church’s patron feast’s special days.
“Make something on that day – drinks and snacks can be sold and the
money can go to any selected projects,” he said.
Nyasha Kumurai

2016 will mark the 50th anniversary of the building the St Charles,
Victory Park. To start with, the parish held an “Opening of the Holy
Door” ceremony with Fr James Ralston OMI.
Pic by Gino Zambetti
The opening of the
Holy Doors of Our
Lady Of Lebanon with
Fr Maurice Chidiac
and Fr Charles Uloko.

Special
Mass at
Our Lady
of Lebanon
A special Mass was held at
Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbarton
to mark the official start of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
in December.
Mass was celebrated by
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale who
was assisted by the parish priest

Fr Maurice Chidiac and several
other priests and deacons.
At the start of the Mass,
parishioners were asked to exit
the church and stand just outside
the doors which were closed.
They were then blessed through
prayer and sprinkling of holy
water by the celebrants before
the Holy Doors were opened.

The Holy Year
of Mercy
A morning flection by Fr Kees Thonissen on

“L iving Ordinary Lives
with Extraordinary Love”
Fr Kees will also talk on the Damietta peace project.

Serenity

Hosted by Contemplative Outreach
Date: Saturday, 20th February 2016

Grottos & Statues

Time: 9:00 for 9:30 – 13h00

The Divine Mercy, Lady of Grace,
Sacred Heart, Our Lady of Lourdes
and many others for both indoor
and outdoor including cemeteries

Place: Koinonia Retreat Centre
53 1st Street, Bez Valley
(near Catholic Bookshop)
Cost:

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/Cell (083) 896-8920
E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

February 2016

R30 – includes tea & sandwiches

Contact: Sr Jacky – 011 624-1002 / 072 193-5413
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Matric
ACHIEVERS

2015

Brescia House School matric girls obtained 100% Pass Rate and 100%
University Entrance. Almost 25% of candidates obtained 5 or more
distinctions. Brescia House School applauds the Grade 12s of 2015. We acknowledge all our pupils’
achievements – those who excelled in the Independent Examinations Board benchmarks and those who
achieved personal triumphs in reaching their full potential.

Alice Drosdov

Emma de Kock

Christian Brothers’ College
Boksburg – Proud Ambassadors

Congratulations to all our Matric boys who worked
consistently for the College, once again achieving a
100% pass rate with a 100% entrance to tertiary education. 49 boys sat for the IEB examinations and 92%
(a 2% increase on 2014) attained Bachelor Degree passes and 8% Diploma
passes. Additionally, special mention must be made of Jude Naidoo and
Anthony Holroyd both of whom attained three distinctions with BD passes
and, together with our top three learners, were given specific recognition
by the College for their academic diligence and service to the community
and the school.

Louise Stride

Natasha Mostert

Leo Breedt
5 distinctions

Tenille Greer

Alexandra McCann

Micaela Ryder

Nikhil Rugunana
5 distinctions

Bradley Lucas
4 distinctions

St Ursula’s School is again very proud of our class of 2015.
The class achieved 100% Bachelor’s Degree Pass for the IEB
National Certificate Exams. 23 learners sharing 29 A’s,
54 B’s and 49 C’s. Again our results are well above national
average – thank you to dedicated teachers and learners!

Lauren Wakefield

Sarah Young

St Catherine’s Convent Florida

Micaela Harwood
8 distinctions

Robyn Derwin
6 distinctions

Claire-Louise Groves
6 distinctions

Angelique Carreira
5 distinctions

St Teresa’s School, Rosebank

Jessica Lombard - 6 distinctions
Jessica was Head Girl in 2015
and is an avid ballet dancer. She
is accepted into the Johannesburg Ballet Company from 2016.

Rumaanah Jeena - 6 distinctions
She also served on the
Ursuline Leadership Council
and excelled in Debating and
Public Speaking

St Matthews
Warmest congratulations to our
123 matrics who achieved a
100% pass rate.
Tshudufadzo Mamphoto
7 Distinctions

Megan van Huyssteen
8 distinctions

Isabella Dal Col
5 distinctions

Leago Sebesho
7 distinctions

Mila Harding
5 distinctions

Caitlin Ho
6 distinctions
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Caron McMaster
7 distinctions

Gabriella Kessel
5 distinctions

Amber Maxted
6 distinctions

Chiara Fazzini
6 distinctions

Tinevimbo Mureriwa
5 distinctions

Vimissha Chibba
5 distinctions

Emma Beavon
5 distinctions

Duduzile Nhlapo
6 Distinctions

Floyd Nyathi
6 Distinctions

Sebabatso Ratikoane
6 Distinctions

Molebatsi Magata
5 Distinctions

Thato Khuele
4 Distinctions

Zamokuhle Masondo
4 Distinctions

Emma Nel
5 distinctions

Tiana De Oliveira
5 distinctions

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Nicole Frew
4 distinctions

Gabriela Marques
4 distinctions

Tayla Whiting
4 distinctions
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DE LA SALLE HOLY CROSS COLLEGE HIGH
SCHOOL is extremely proud to congratulate
all our matriculants of the class of 2015 on
their National Senior Certificate IEB Results.
A 100% Pass Rate for the 29th consecutive
year of the amalgamated College. “We
would like to acknowledge all of our pupils’

Grace Boroughs
9 distinctions

Michael Beckenstrater
8 distinctions

James Goodhead
7 distinctions

Roberto De Abreu
8 distinctions

Stuart Greeff
7 distinctions

efforts, from those who achieved excellence
against the national benchmarks, to those
who triumphed personally to achieve their
full potential. We are incredibly proud of
each and every pupil as well as our staff –
congratulations to all of you!”
Debbie Harris, Principal of the College.

Caitlyn Mahony
8 distinctions

Kathryn Donoghue
6 distinctions

Candice Elliott
7 distinctions

Jaimee Mills
6 distinctions

Kevin Fourie
7 distinctions

Elizabeth Ribeiro
6 distinctions

Catholic schools
matric average pass
rate has increased

C

ongratulations to the Matric
Class of 2015 on their excellent
Grade 12 results. Our Catholic
Schools in Gauteng have performed
well and we are proud of our
students. We also congratulate all
learners in all grades who applied
themselves diligently throughout the
past year.
This year, we had over 2 000 candidates from our 30 high schools in
Gauteng writing either the Gauteng
Department of Education, the
Independent Examinations Board
or the National Senior Certificate
examinations. The pass rate for our
Catholic schools in Gauteng was
98,5% while the provincial pass rate
was 84%. A high percentage of the
pupils achieved a Bachelor Degree
Pass that will enable them to study
further at a tertiary institution.
We acknowledge the efforts of
those who triumphed personally to
achieve their full potential despite
limited resources and personal
challenges. The results are a testimony of the commitment and
dedication of the students, parents,
teachers and principals of the
schools.
While the national and provincial
average pass rate may have dropped,
this is not the case in our Catholic
and independent schools where the
number of distinctions in the class of
2015 has increased considerably.
Several of the pupils achieved
outstanding results attaining six,
seven and eight distinctions. Of note
is also a higher percentage of
candidates achieving improved

Holy Rosary

Taylor Rattray
6 distinctions

symbols over previous years in
specific subjects.
Our Catholic schools make every
effort to ensure that children
enrolled in our schools are able to
continue into Grade 12 and
complete their education.
Many of our students equalled the
national average of English Home
language despite the fact that many
of them do not speak English as a
home language. A higher-thanaverage percentage of our students
wrote Physical Science and the
Advanced Programme Mathematics.
It is amazing to see how many of
the distinction students managed to
continue with their extra-curricular
activities while contributing to the
life of the school in their Grade 12
year. We know that it requires hard
work throughout the year, together
with excellent teaching and
encouragement from parents
and friends. Catholic schools are
committed to an ethos of hard work
and discipline, which results in
above average academic achievements. Much of the success is
attributed to the Catholic ethos
and Gospel values of our schools.
We congratulate the 2015
matriculants of our Catholic schools
for achieving this significant
milestone and wish each of them
success as they continue their
journey. May 2016 bring success
and prosperity to all in the Catholic
education network.
Rosa Calaca, Director
Catholic Schools Office

Amy Hammann
7 distinctions

Caitlyn Callanan
6 distinctions

Theané Dietrich
6 distinctions

Christine Thurgood
5 distinctions

Abigail Park
5 distinctions

HOLY CROSS IMMACULATA
Congratulations to our 2015 Grade 12 learners. We achieved a
94.68% pass rate – up 4.28% from the 2014 results. 59 candidates
achieved Bachelor admission, 22 diploma and 8 Higher Certificate.
We are grateful to our hard working staff members.
Dr M M R Dube (Principal)

Uviwe
Nyongwane
6 distinctions

February 2016

Karabo
Molebatsi
4 distinctions

Nthabiseng
Matshwane
3 distinctions

Nondumiso
Hadebe
3 distinctions

Kearabetswe
Khumalo
3 distinctions
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Matric
ACHIEVERS

ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE

2015

We take this opportunity to congratulate the
Matric class of 2015 and their teachers on the
pleasing results they achieved in the NSC exams.
The class of 2015 were a well-balanced group who
excelled not only in their academics but in all
spheres of the school. We wish these fine young
men every success as they go forth in the next
chapter of their lives.

Keegan Macgregor
8 distinctions

Matthew Cockroft
8 distinctions

Liam Oosthuizen
8 distinctions

Veritas College Matric learners have yielded another magnificent set of results for 2015!
Veritas achieved a 100% pass rate for the 18th consecutive year, and 58 learners attained
61 distinctions, on the IEB system. The number of degree passes has risen impressively
from 75% in 2014 to 84% in 2015.
Head of the Senior College, Mrs Terry Holland, states: “I am proud to acknowledge the
efforts of our sterling learners and their excellent teachers; people of this calibre are good
for the future of this country.”

Liam Burks
8 distinctions
Chloe Mitchell
6 distinctions

Iandro van der Linde
6 distinctions

Whitney Howell
5 distinctions

Assumption Convent
Brandon Els
7 distinctions

Bryce Gallichan
7 distinctions

Kyle Wood
6 distinctions

We congratulate our 48 Matriculants who
achieved 100% pass and 95% university
exemption and an average of 2 distinctions
per pupil. The Assumption Convent subject
averages compare very favourably with the
IEB subject averages.

Graeme Harris
6 distinctions

Irene Baruga
7 distinctions

Arron Moos
6 distinctions

Gareth Wood
6 distinctions

Michael Boswell
5 distinctions

Jason Barry
5 distinctions

Alistair Haddow
6 distinctions

Sheldon Loser
5 distinctions

James Pursall
6 distinctions

Nicholas Roach
5 distinctions

McAuley House
The Matric results for the year 2015 were
once again very pleasing. 63 young ladies
wrote matric. Eleven girls achieved an
aggregate of 78% and above. Whilst we
Alejandre Howe
Luyande Zwane
once again had a 100% Pass rate, for the
5
distinctions
5 distinctions
first time in four years we did not achieve a
100% Bachelor Pass. This was because two
young ladies who achieved Diploma passes, would not heed our advised about their subject
choice packages. Of particular note in the results was the excellence of the Dramatic Arts results
where all students achieved an A symbol. These results are a great reflection of the dedication of
both our teachers and students and their aim always to aim for excellence.

Sacred Heart
Our matric achievements are the result of dedication and commitment
and are a testament to our learners’ determination to live the Marist
value of “passion for work”. Sacred Heart College is extremely proud of
all our learners and we have once again received a 100% pass.

Tebogo Moloto
5 distinctions

Joash Naidoo
5 distinctions

Connor Fox
5 distinctions

Mthokosizi Sibanda
5 distinctions

Eric Joseph Payne
8 distinctions

Dino Areias
5 distinctions

Zama Madonsela
4 distinctions

Matthew Defreitas
5 distinctions

Nicole Magerman
5 distinctions
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Gianluca Patrizi
5 distinctions

Ntombizodwa Buthelezi
3 distinctions

Kevania Naidoo
7 distinctions

Lindiwe Ntsepo
6 distinctions

Mpinane Mohale
3 distinctions

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Caleb Palmer
6 distinctions

Ashleigh Vetten
6 distinctions

Makoba Naomi Mogodi
5 distinctions

Congratulations to Mpho Ngoma who achieved
8 distinctions.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF JOHANNESBURG

Department of Evangelisation

Penitents in a
procession to
burn their sins
in the burner

PPC ELECTIONS 2016
In preparation for, and after, the PPC elections, the Department of
Evangelisation would like to assist all deaneries and their parishes to have
smooth, spirit-filled elections for leaders who are willing to serve, and not
to be served.

The process needs to be preceded with private and public prayer to the Holy
Spirit by the entire Parish. The intention may be included in the prayers of the
faithful during Mass.
1. Who qualifies to be elected to the PPC? (Potential Candidates)

i. Any Catholic who has been baptized, confirmed and receives
Sacraments. A person of proven faith with sound morals, who is in full
communion with the Catholic Church (canon 512), participates in
parish activities and is above the age of 21.
ii. A person who is willing to commit their time, talent and wisdom in a
consultative and collaborative manner, willing to work harmoniously
with the Parish Priest. A person who is willing to unite the parish
community.
iii. A person who has not served in the PPC for two terms of three years in
succession without a break. After serving for three years, a person can
be elected for another term of three years and thereafter does not
qualify for re-election. (PPC Statutes 3.3)
iv. One who demonstrates the gifts of wisdom and prudence, willing to
participate in an ongoing faith formation process.

Reconciliation
Service

R

econciling with God, especially at
the beginning of the Jubilee Year
of Mercy was the of the day on
16 December, the Day of Reconciliation at
St Phillip Neri, Moletsane. Parishioners
gathered for a penitential service. The
service was led by Frs Chaka Motanyane
OP and Mike Mwale OP.
In his homily, Fr Chaka emphasised the
theme: “Be merciful, as your Father is
merciful.” He encouraged parishioners to
let go of obstacles and distractions that are
preventing them from experiencing God’s
mercy and love. They should rather focus
on doing what is good all the time.

Fr Mwale focused on the 10 commandments and church precepts during the
examination of the conscience, after which
the parishioners had a meditation session
during which everyone wrote their sins on
a piece of paper. They then came in a procession to place them in a burner next to
the altar.
After the general absolution, the priests
lit the Jubilee Year of Mercy candle and
the prayer proclaiming God’s mercy was
said. In concluding the service, the Blessed
Sacrament was exposed for adoration and
benediction.

Lebo WA Majahe

Sacred Heart Commemorates
faithful-departed souls

This has to be adhered to strictly.

2. Nominations Process: Suggestions for nomination of candidates
i. PPC should comprise of representatives of different communities. Such
as SCCs (Small Christian Communities), Sodalities, Youth, Parish Finance
Committee (one member) and other groups within the parish communities e.g. schools, religious communities etc. (PPC Statutes 2.2.2/3/4)
ii. Nominations can be made from the entire Parish community. This helps
to represent all people – even those who don’t belong to SCCs or any
group within the parish. (PPC Statutes 2.2)
iii. Elections/voting must be conducted to determine the representatives
from those nominated by communities. Whoever gets the highest votes
will become a member of the PPC.
iv. Leaders of groups are automatically members of the PPC provided they
do not exceed the stipulated term of office. A committee member of a
group/sodality may represent them in the PPC.
v. We encourage that a “secret ballot” be used as the transparent method
for this election. People should feel free of influences to elect their
Parish leaders.
vi. Neutral people may be asked to assist in running the elections. Deanery
leadership or cluster Parishes may assist each other by providing such
people.
vii. The size of the Parish will determine the number of PPC membership.
All parishioners should feel represented.

3. Duration of Elections: When should elections be held? (Timeline)

i. Every Parish should aim at conducting elections between 17th April
2016 and 15th May 2016. (see Archbishop’s letter to priests dated
01/11/2015)
ii. All PPC Chairpersons in a Deanery should meet to elect the Deanery
Pastoral Council (DPC). These should be in place by June 19th 2016.
iii. On 2nd July 2016 the eight elected Deanery Chairpersons will meet at
the Cathedral Place to elect the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC)
Executive Committee.
iv. On the 9th July 2016 all PPCs will come together at the Cathedral Hall
to be inducted by the Archbishop.

4. PPC Lists

A complete list of the PPC, the Executive Committee and representatives for
the various portfolios should be sent to the Department of Evangelisation
signed by the Parish Priest before 27th May 2016.
Should parishes need more clarity or assistance of any kind,
please contact us on 011 402 6400.
We appreciate your commitment.

Yours in Christ
Odilon Molapo – (Head of Evangelisation Department)
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A

s is customary for the
Sacred Heart Sodality in
the Archdiocese, members arrived in great numbers
on the Villa Retreat Centre in
Walkerville on 28 November
for the annual Holy Mass in
commemoration of the
faithful-departed souls of the
sodality.
The event was presided over
by His Grace, Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale and concelebrated by
a number of priests in the
Archdiocese, including the
Vicar General, Fr Duncan Tsoke
and the sodality’s spiritual
advisor, Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi. In
her welcome address to those
gathered in a packed church,

the President, Dr Bridgette
Goeieman, reminded members
why the church invites us to
pray for the souls in purgatory.
A short play and narrative was
displayed by the diocesan
committee members to
illustrate the history and
origins of All Souls Day. The
Holy Mass was a commemoration to all those who had
served the church as sodality
members during their lifetime.
The ever-vibrant, energetic and
very inspirational Amaqhawe e
Sacred Heart Choir led the
praise and worship during the
Liturgy as they belted out
hymns - old and new - much to
the delight of the Archbishop

and all in attendance. Wreaths
were laid at the wall of
remembrance for all faithfully
departed from all the six
deaneries within the sodality.
The President also launched
the sodality’s theme for 2016,
the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
which coincided with that
pronounced by the Holy
Father, Pope Francis: “Merciful
like the Father” (Luke 6v36).
She declared 2016 as “The Year
of the Sacred Heart” and urged
members who had not already
done so, to consecrate their
families to the mercy of God
and to enthrone the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in their homes.
The sodality adopted St
Faustina Kowalska of the
Divine Mercy devotion as their
intercessor for 2016 as they
continue their earthly
pilgrimage during the Jubilee
Year of Mercy under the
protective mantle of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, our
Mother of Mercy. In 2016 the
sodality will focus its efforts on
the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy in response to
the church’s invitation to each
of us to be more “merciful like
the Father.”
Dr Bridgette Goeieman

O

n Wednesday,
2 December,
the graduation ceremony for 19 automotive repair and
maintenance technicians took place
at St Anthony’s
Education Centre
in Reiger Park,
Boksburg. The event
was attended by the
Wayne Adams chief operating officer of
merSETA, Raymond Patel, chief executive
officer of the merSETA, Wendy Matai, as
well as various staff members from
Mercedes-Benz SA.
In 2012, St Anthony’s, Mercedes-Benz SA
and the merSETA joined forces to implement a three-year learnership programme
for 24 learners. It was an historic moment
for St Anthony’s because it was the first
time a learnership was offered at the
centre. The students were divided into two
groups. While one group was doing theory
at the centre, the second was at the
Mercedes-Benz dealerships getting
workplace experience.
Sadly, five learners dropped out due to
social issues and problems associated with
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St Anthony’s Produces 19 Artisans
living in disadvantaged communities. All
19 students did their trade tests at the AA
Technical College, Midrand Campus, and are now
fully-qualified artisans.
The learnership represents a major step forward
in St Anthony’s efforts to offer quality training
that equips learners with the knowledge and
skills needed to secure decent formal employed,
as opposed to the precarious informal
employment market that has been the fate of
many learners in the past. Said Jimmy Thosago,
Skills Training Manager at St Anthony’s Education
Centre: “We hope that this learnership will lead to
many similar initiatives.”
For information on all the vocational skills
offered at St Anthony’s Education Centre,
phone (011) 022-4631/2/3 or email
jimmy@st-anthonyscentre.co.za
Patrician Blair
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Fun holiday camp at
St John Bosco

Triple wedding
celebration

Christmas celebrations
As part of the closing of Catechism
classes for 2015, children from Don
Bosco, Robertsham, re-enacted
the nativity.
They are seen here (left) outside the
chapel in their costumes.
Pics by Mark Kisogloo

Bringing joy to
Wolmaransstad

C

atholic Women’s League members of
Holy Rosary, Phiri visited the parish
of Our Lady of Lourdes, Wolmaransstad
to celebrate Christmas with senior citizens
and children by giving them presents and
prepared party packs. They lived their
motto: “Charity, Work and Loyalty” and
also practised what their 2015
theme was: “You are the salt of the
earth and the light of the world.”
They succeeded in lighting up the
lives of the people of
Wolmaransstad.
Jeanette Mapela,
CWL: Deputy Chairperson

CATHOLIC BIBLE FOUNDATION
OF SOUTH AFRICA

T

he Parish of St John Bosco,
Robertsham, together with
the Salesian sisters, priests,
and brothers organised a nonresidential holiday camp from
14 to 18 December in Booysens
at the premises which serve as the
Salesian Provincial House as well
as the headquarters of the Catholic
Institute of Education.
Over 80 young people gathered
from morning till mid-afternoon
for food, fun, swimming, novelty
games, learning and other activities which were part of the camp’s
programme.
Generous benefactors contributed to all the costs, so it was
free, including breakfast and lunch.
Adults and teenage leaders gave of
their time and energy to make sure
the children had a very special
experience in a safe and friendly
environment: a place to learn, to

Above: Booysens Beach!
Above left: Sr Ana supervising the
jumping castle

play, to belong and to pray. In the
heat of the Highveld summer, the
swimming pool was the most
popular spot, and quite a few learnt
to swim over the five days!
The mission of the Salesian
Family founded by St John Bosco,
is to provide disadvantaged young
people with chances of an education and to become honest citizens and good Christians. About
20 confirmation candidates and
members of the youth group
formed part of the team which ran
the camp for the mostly
‘unchurched-children’ of the
locality. Many youngsters began
asking questions about the Catholic
church and showed an interest in
attending catechism one day.

Unveiling a new
grotto in Phiri

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
• Teachers
• Catechists
• Leaders of guilds
• Members of parish
and associations		Councils
• Ministers of the Eucharist
• Individuals
CURRICULUM
The curricula draw from lessons set out in CORD and LIFE BOUND.
1. Year One
a) Introduction
Teachings of the Church on the Word of God and the
importance of Scripture in our lives.
b) Gospel Of The Year
An introductory study of the Gospel of the year with special
emphasis on understanding Jesus’ Message and Way of Life.
c) Windows On God’s Word
This method enables the reader to approach Scripture from
the perspective that SCRIPTURE is STORY.
2. Year Two
a) Gospel of the year
b) Exploring Scripture Together
An innovative and interesting method of running a
Scripture Sharing Group. Reading materials are provided
for the Books of the Bible.
3. Year Three
a) Gospel of the year
b) Lectio Divina
		 Praying with the Scriptures.
DURATION: Three Saturdays a year. 09:00 - 15:00
Contact: Telephone: 011 435-7488 | E-mail: jhb@catholicbible.org.za

10 Volume 30 No 10

Report and photo by Nyasha Kumurai

Fr Francois Dufour

presents

PURPOSE OF PROGRAMME
This is a “Formation Programme” that allows for personal spiritual
development and gives you an opportunity to review
your relationship with God for your own and the greater good.

Three couples, Nancy and Nyasha
Kumurai, Cynthia and Thomas
Kuneri and Masentle and Clement
Mokoena had their unions blessed
by Fr Benno Singer on 12 December
at Blessed Joseph Gerard, Orange
Farm. The ceremony started when
the couples entered the church and
were welcomed with jubilant singing from the choir.
After the readings, there was the
blessing of the rings which resulted
in the wives taking their husbands’
surnames. The ceremony ended
with lunch and people mingling
with brides and grooms.

Fr Victor Ngwenya blessing the grotto

M

embers of Catholic Women’s League and the parishioners
of Holy Rosary, Phiri contributed towards the building of a new
grotto which was unveiled on 8 December on the Solemnity of
Immaculate Conception - the day Pope Francis declared the Extraordinary Jubilee year of Mercy. The grotto was unveiled by
Rev Father Victor Ngwenya, the parish priest.
Jeanette Mapela, Deputy Chairperson CWL

CATHOLIC BIBLE FOUNDATION of SA presents

Bread for the Journey
2016
Gospel of Luke

Liturgy

Commission Retreat

M

embers of the Liturgy Commission pose for a picture
after their retreat at Mazenod
Retreat Centre in Germiston on
Saturday 28 November. L-R:
Annastacia Mphuthi, Head of
Department; Bongi Shibambu;
Fr Bongani Dladla-OMI, priestin-charge at Our Lady of Assumption in Molapo and Blessed
Joseph Gerard in Freedom Park;
Michael Mpambani; Jeanette
Tlhagale and Priscilla Moloto.
The theme of the retreat was: ‘I
have come that they may have life
to the full.’ (John 10: 10). The
retreat concluded with a Holy
Mass by Fr Dladla. In his homily
he urged the faithful to be resolute in their quest for spiritual
growth and that they should
always serve the Church with
humility and diligence. Citing a
rampant drug and alcohol abuse,
the priest said we must pray for
the eradication of juvenile delinquency that is destroying the lives
of the youth in our communities.
		

Scripture for
Catechists, Teachers,
and all lovers of
Scripture
VENUE: Cathedral Place, Saratoga Ave, Berea, Johannesburg
DATES: 9th April, 25th June, 1st October
TIME: 9:00am to 4:30pm (Registration – 8:30am)
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!
COST: R150 per session
CONTACT: Teresa Wilsnagh (011) 435 7488 | jhb@catholicbible.org.za
If you would like us to present at your parish, please let us know!!!

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Abel Dlamini

NAZARETH HOUSE
Charity Shop

Nazareth House appeals for
second-hand clothes and goods to
sell in their shop in Yeoville. The
Charity Shop benefits the local
community and raises funds for
the Sisters’ work with the elderly
and HIV+ children and adults.
They will collect.

Call Naz House 011 648-1002
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WORD OF GOD

Switch on the
lights

I

n last month’s article we read
Mark’s version of the story
about the rich young man who
wanted to follow Jesus on the
Way. Matthew obviously copied
Mark, almost word for word. He
however uses it in an entirely
different context.
Chapters 3 to 25 are divided
into five books. By placing the
story of the rich young man at the
beginning of Book Five, he sets
the tone for the rest of the book.
In his final book, Matthew is
concerned with the day-to-day
living out of Jesus’ teaching in the
concrete situation. What could be
more tangible than answering the
call, “go, sell and give to the
poor?” (Mt 19: 21)
Characteristics of the Kingdom
As we listen to news reports of
many wars, hatred and human
suffering people deliberately
inflict on others, one could easily
feel that evil is taking over the
world. Matthew assures us that the
good news, the “Gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the
whole world as a testimony to all
nations.” (24: 14)
Examine your own life. Count
all the good that you do. You will
be amazed how easily we forget to
focus on our own goodness. Jesus
tells us, “You are the light of the
world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. (5: 14) He continues, “For
as lightning that comes from the
east is visible even in the west, so
will be the coming of the Son of
Man.” (24: 27) God is with us
every step of the Way.
Immediately after the distress of
those days, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall
from the sky, and the heavenly
bodies will be shaken. (24: 29)
At first glance, this is a
terrifying prospect – and yet it is
one of the most encouraging texts
in scripture. The sun, moon and
stars refer to the false gods of
pagan religions. Far from being a
condemning statement Jesus is
telling us that GOOD WILL
TRIUMPH, in our own lives and
in the world at large. The false
gods of our time, lust for power,

Jubilee Year of Mercy Devotions
at Maronite Catholic Church

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the
Bible Foundation writes about
the Word of God in response
to the Synod call for spiritual
growth and on-going formation.

consumerism, greed ... will all be
conquered by God, by Goodness.
Paul encourages us: “Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.” (Romans 12: 21)
Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never
pass away. (24: 35) This is an
impossibility! As far as we know,
the cosmos has been around for
about 14 billion years and it is not
going to disappear in our lifetime.
Even if the impossible were to
happen, we would still have the
word of God as our guiding light.
“I have called you friends.” (Jn
15: 15) Let us honour this
privilege. “Who then is the
faithful and wise servant, whom
the master has put in charge of the
servants in his household to give
them their food at the proper
time? It will be good for that
servant whose master finds him
doing so when he returns. (24: 45
– 46)

The parable of the Five Wise
and Five Foolish Virgins, holds a
profound truth about our place in
the Kingdom. We will discuss this
in our next article.
Matthew sums up all Jesus’
teaching about the kingdom in the
parable of The Last Judgement.
He repeats this four times to
ensure we do not miss the
message.
34 “Then the King will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation
of the world. 35 For I was hungry
and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, 36
I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.’ (25: 34 – 36)
Jesus said, “I am the light of the
world.” (Jn 8: 12) Make this
teaching the light you bring to this
world.

Deacons Victor Ho and Michael Nolan
and Fr John Thompson SDB ) lead the
congregation through the Door of Mercy

Fr Francois Dufour SDB (Salesian Provincial Superior), deacons Victor Ho and Michael
Nolan, Fr John Thompson SDB, Fr Charles CSsR and Fr Pawel Michalowsky SDB
celebrate Mass

Church of Our Lady of Lebanon,
Liefde en Vrede, where the Holy
Door of Mercy is for the southern
deanery.
The evening was a spiritually
uplifting one with Our Lord’s

O

n Thursday, 14 January, St John
Bosco, Robertsham organised
Jubilee Year of Mercy devotions
and Mass for the Southern Deanery.
This was held at the Maronite

Farewell Fr Hennessy!

Mashao Shai (front left) and his Choir
enhanced the Liturgy with their
wonderful voices.

presence palpable. Considering this
was the first monthly evening to
commemorate this Jubilee Year, the
turnout was impressive with about
500 people attending. The evening
started off with exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, silent adoration
and recitation of the Chaplet to the
Divine Mercy. Confessions were
heard throughout the proceedings.
Holy Mass followed. Similar events
will be held on the second Thursday
of every month until the end of the
Jubilee Year.
Kevin Luk, St. John Bosco, Robertsham

From left: Fr John Thompson SDB, Fr Eugene Hennessy SDB, Fr Francois
Dufour SDB provincial and Fr Robert Gore SDB all pose for a photo with
a photo collage given to Fr Hennessy by some of the parishioners.

O

n Friday, 11 December, the parish of
Don Bosco, Robertsham said farewell to Fr Eugene
Hennessy SDB. He is retiring to
Don Bosco Centre, Walkerville
where he will assume the role of
vice rector. He celebrated his last

Mass with parishioners at 7pm
on Friday evening. This was
followed by a farewell party
arranged by the parishioners in
his honour. He has served the
parish for three years.
Pic and report by Mark Kisagloo

We Celebrate with our Clergy
The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and
anniversaries of their ordination. Remember them in your prayers!

Ordinations
Liam Mac Dermott
Ronald Houreld
Rev Martin De Klerk
Rev Edward Nyembe
Joseph Matsau
Rev Wally Adams
Rev Haga Ndhlovu
Pierre Chemaly
Jonathan Petersen
Russell Pollitt
Lewis Tsuro

17-02-63
13-02-81
28-02-81
05-02-95
11-02-95
11-02-95
12-02-95
07-02-99
02-02-02
24-02-06
09-02-08

6th
7th
19th
Rev
20th
21st
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

Birthdays in February
1st
2nd
4th
5th

Malesela Dikgale
Badaoui Habib
John Enslin
Rev Michael Harrington

Gabriel Kwedho
Reginald Anthony
Bruce Botha
Mbulelo Sikotoyi
Zain Reddiar
Paul Beukes
Emil Blaser
Simon Donnelly
Thabang Nkadimeng
Ikechukwu Onoyima
Peter Doherty
Gabriel Afagbegee
John Makgata
Aloysius Ssegwanyi
Rev Isaac Thomas

... and in early March
3rd

Nkosinathi Nkabinde
Joseph Nnadi

Welcome to Pimville!
Bishop Emeritus Mvemve after
celebrating Sunday Mass at
St Peter Claver, Pimville.
Photo: Sello Mokoka

AD news
Published by the Catholic Archdiocese
of Johannesburg,
Pvt Bag X10, Doornfontein, 2028.
186 Nugget St, Berea.
Twelve issues per annum.
Circulation 15 700 copies per issue.
Distributed to all parishes of the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.
Editor: Anna Cox
Cell 083 610-0439
Chancery office:
011 402-6400
Fax:
011 402-6406
Chancery cell:
079 040-0668
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Reporter:
Judy Stockill 083 267-7070
Reporter, West Deanery:
Lebo WA Majahe 073 938-5629
Letters Editor:
Lerato Mohome 082 728-1707
Mike Kennedy 082 904-8980
Advertising Manager:
Thandi Motasi 082 463-9739

DEADLINE FOR MARCH ISSUE
10 FEBRUARY

JOIN the ADNews
group and get
up-to-date notices

February 2016

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Volume 30 No 10 11

Singing for God

F

A

convoy of three buses left Gauteng packed with choristers crossing
the border into their motherland to unite with fellow Catholic
choirs from across Zimbabwe. This event is held annually to honour the
patron of music, St Cecilia. They achieved eighth position out of more
than 50 choirs.
The Zimbabwean community, under the banner ZimCatholicSa was
formed in 2010 as an informal gathering with Fr Marie Joe at Our Lady
of Loreto, Kempton Park. At the second gathering people communicated
the need for a choir. With Fr Lewis Tsuro as the chaplain after being
appointed by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, the community grew. Fr Victor
Phalana, now Bishop of Klerksdorp, also contributed to the growth. He
invited Fr Lewis to help the community at the Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Pretoria. Now the community has many centres across Gauteng. They
hold Masses every second and last Sunday of the month at Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Pretoria and St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville. Gracian Sibanda

Altar Servers Investitures

Standing: Siyabonga
Khumalo, Nomvula Lentsoane
(Spiritual mother and catechist),
Neo Kekana. Kneeling: Nakedi
Masilompana, Refilwe Phiri and
Boikanyo Ramafalo

D

uring the feast of Christ
the King in November,
Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza accepted
new altar servers at his parish
of St Philip Neri, Moletsane.
During the investiture he
encouraged them to be sons
and daughters of prayer and to
serve at the holy altar reverently. He said they should be
good models and reminded them
that it is God who has called
them to serve at his altar. He
concluded by asking the parents
and parishioners to support and
pray for their children in their

Regina Mundi Choir with
conductor Sphiwe Mashinini.

Celebrating
Catholic music
The Archdiocesan Music
Association embraced its ‘Catholic’
style of music by making its region
proud at the recently-held Interdiocesan festival hosted by the
Archdiocese of Pretoria at Sefako
Makgatho Health and Sciences
University Ga Rankuwa. The
Archdiocese was represented by 10
of the best choirs from its festival
which was held in September at
Cosmo City. Deaneries such as
Soweto, Central, North, West and
the Vaal were represented at this
auspicious event.
The choirs took pride in their
well-prepared renditions, setting
the bar high by attaining over 12
trophies - the highest number of
trophies won by any region at the
event. The association’s executive
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or some time, it has been the
dream of the parishioners of
Eden Park to have a parish
grotto – a special place dedicated to
the Mother of our Lord to pray – a
place that would bring a sense of
sacredness to the church premises.
With this in mind parish priest
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP championed
the project of building the grotto.
The project was almost entirely
funded by donations from the
generous parish community with
help from the CWL. Two families
anonymously sponsored the statue
of Our Lady and donors from outside the parish community also
assisted.
The parish community including
Fr Godwin is most grateful to
everyone who contributed in any
way. We are especially grateful to
the Knights of Da Gama for their
support.
The grotto foundation was laid on
20 October and was dedicated on
22 December.
When asked if he would attempt
another building project, Fr Godwin
was quick to respond: “As the saying
goes, nothing good comes easy.”
He added that his parishioners are
always awesome and that if the
building of the grotto would bring
people closer to God, it was really
worthwhile as only the best is good
enough for God.

At last!

A dream come
true for Eden Park

The following priests were
present at the blessing of the grotto:
Fr Kris Aneke MSP (Local Superior of
MSP), Fr Paul Beukes OMI (Eden Park
is Fr Paul’s home parish), Fr Johnson

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale with members of the Eden Park parish executive
team. Left to right: Front, Sophie
William (Chairperson) Archbishop Buti,
Veronica Hutton, Vivienne Herman.
Back: Stanley Allies and Remona Pillay

Ugwu MSP, Fr Mbuleo Sikotoyi
OFM, and Fr Godwin.
During the Mass, His Grace spoke
about the controversial issue of the
adoration of images. “Catholics
have different types of devotion.
Marian devotion is central to
Catholicism, because she is the
Mother of God (Theotokos). At the
heart of Marian devotion is mercy.
The same mercy promised to Father
Abraham by God. Mary is the
Mother of mercy because God sent
Jesus into the world as an act of
mercy through her,” he said.
Vivienne Herman

Radio of the Mind art exhibition

ministry and encouraged those
that do not participate actively in
parish life to start doing something in serving God by the talents he blessed them with.
Lebo WA Majahe

said it would like to
express gratitude to all
parishes that took part
and supported these
events and, most of all,
thanked all the parish
priests involved.
In preparation for
Gaborone 2016, the
association will host its
first council meeting of
the year on 20 February at Immaculate
Conception, Diepkloof. This is
open to all youth, church and adult
choirs within the Archdiocese.

For further enquiries contact
Martin Seja 079 880 0034 or
sejamm@gmail.com.

R

adio Veritas is collaborating
with Blessed Isidore Bakanja
on an exciting art exhibition
project with MuseumAfrica and
artist Thabo Motseki.
The parish pastoral council of the
Soweto-based parish in Protea
Glen, who presented the idea,
hopes to support and encourage
this young and very talented artist.
Artists like Thabo continue to
make a creative contribution which
inspires South African communities.
A collective thought shared by the
PPC members was that art tends to
be overlooked and unrecognised in
local communities and that
through Thabo’s work, he will be
able to link artistic expression with
personal, historical and communitybased stories.

The exhibition is aimed at people
of all ages and from all walks of life
and, especially hopes to expose
people who reside in townships to
this form of art. It will help visitors
develop an appreciation for the
contribution that art can make in
our lives.
Besides raising funds for the
Blessed Isidore Bakanja parish and
for Radio Veritas, this partnership
strives to promote the heritage and
riches of Soweto’s home-grown
talent.
The exhibition opens at MuseumAfrica on Saturday, 27 February.
Sales of the pieces will take place
throughout March. Some of Thabo’s
work at this exhibition will be
linked to the Catholic Church. He
has received the full backing and
approval of His Grace, Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale.
The Artist
Thabo Motseki, a 35-year old,
award-winning artist from Masilo in
the Free State, has offered his
services as an artist as his own way
of ploughing back into the
community. At age 13, he was
involved in a tragic accident which

saw him hospitalised and confined
to bed for three years with no sense
of movement in his limbs. A great
sense of curiosity stemmed from
the dreams and visions he had
while in a coma for three weeks
and this was the beginning of his
drive to share his mind with the
world through his art.
“My body of work explores a
visual and emotional account of
the rhythmic patterns for certain
periods in my life and has matured
to also explore the mysterious
origin and journey of human
existence”, said Thabo. His work has
been exhibited in China alongside
Diane Victor in 2012 and 2013. In
2014, he opened his own studio
which has been graced by artists
such as David Phoshoko and Rhona
Ghovi.
Thabo’s artworks are made from
linoleum and are fluid portraits of
South Africa’s most celebrated DJs
and individuals who are standing
on the shoulders of giants.
For more information, please
contact Mahadi Buthelezi
on (011) 663 4700.
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