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Bienvenu 
celebrates
Bienvenu 
celebrates

The long-awaited 
document of Pope 
Francis on Family 
Life called Amoris 
Laetitia was 
presented to the 
world on 8  April. 
Drawing from the 
discussion from 

the Synods of Bishops on 
the Family, Pope Francis affirms the 
church’s traditional teaching on 
family life and marriage, but also 
emphasises the role of personal 
conscience and pastoral discern-
ment. The document exhales the 
spirit of the Gospel, it is concrete, full 
of mercy, and seeks to strengthen 
marriage and family life. Marriage is 
a joint project with God. The Pope 
says, “No family drops down from 
heaven perfectly formed, families 
need constantly to grow and mature 
in the ability to love.” We must never 
lose heart because of our limitations. 

Pope Francis insists that a good 
marriage “is a dynamic process”. He 
says, “Love does not have to be 
perfect for us to value it.” 122-113. 
Traditional teachings on marriage are 
affirmed, but we should not burden 
people with unrealistic expectations. 
Marriage is between one man and 
one woman and is indissoluble; same 
sex marriage is not considered 
marriage. 

The Pope does not legislate 
regarding the possibility of divorced 
and remarried Catholics receiving 
Holy Communion. He points out that 
people need help in reaching 
decisions in conscience regarding 
how the law applies in their 
situation. In effect, there may be 
instances in which a divorced and 
remarried Catholic, after talking with 
a priest, could be justified in 
reaching a decision regarding 
receiving Holy Communion. The 
Pope places a lot of emphasis in this 
exhortation on pastoral adaptation 

(the internal forum solution). In fact, 
he states such couples, “Should not 
be pigeon-holed or fit into overly 
rigid classifications, leaving no room 
for a suitable personal and pastoral 
discernment.” 

The Pope begins his reflections in 
the light of Holy Scripture with a 
meditation on Psalm 128. He says 
the Bible is full of families, births, 
love stories, and family crises. He 
goes on to look at the situation 
today in society. He is particularly 
insistent that the culture of rampant 
individualism makes it difficult today 
for a person to give oneself 
generously to another. 

Thus the formation of the 
conscience of the faithful is a prime 
responsibility for the church. He 
affirms the themes of indissolubility, 
the sacramental nature of marriage, 
the transmission of life, and the 
education of children. In speaking of 
wounded families, he is strongly 
insistent that we avoid judgements 
that do not take into account the 
complexity of various situations. In 
chapter 4, the Pope gives an inspired 
reflection on 1 Corinthians 13:4 to7. 
Peppered with psychological 
insights into the emotional world of 
the spouses, the Pope makes a 
valuable contribution to Christian 
married life not found in previous 
papal documents. Because today 
people live longer lifespans, the 
exclusive relationship of marriage 
must be frequently renewed. Family 
life for the Pope includes aunts and 
uncles, cousins, relatives of relatives 
and friends. He does not focus on 
the nuclear family. The spirituality of 
marriage has a deeply social charac-
ter. The Pope speaks beautifully of 
the relationship between youth and 
the elderly as well as the relationship 
between brothers and sisters. 

In speaking of pastoral care for 
the family, the Pope insists that 

Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis’ Post 
Synod Exhortation on Family Life – Summarised

With the ordination of our 
new Auxiliary Bishop 
Msgr Duncan Tsoke, 

here are some interesting and  
little-known facts about him as 
well as his new episcopal coat of 
arms explained.
• The mitre is emblazoned with 

the symbol of the Good 
Shepherd. The symbol of being 
a Shepherd of the people as 
Christ, the Good Shepherd.

• The cross, a symbol of Christ.
• The monogram’’ AM’’, this 

symbol consisting of the inter-
twined letters ‘A’ and ‘M’ is 
called Auspice Maria, a symbol  
of the Virgin Mary. It shows a 
personal devotion to the Blessed 
Mary, Mother of God and the 

Mother of all priests. It refers to 
the Immaculate Conception under 
whose patronage falls the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.

• The calabash above which the 
word of God is entered, this sym-
bolises the word of God as daily 
nourishment, food and drink by 
which God feeds His people.

• The monkey totem, the symbol 
of the clan Kgabo, Mokgatla, 
which he belongs to.

• The rainbow, inversely joined 
with the rainbow from the coat of 
arms of Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale, signifying unity, sup-
port, faithfulness and commit-
ment to serve the people of God.

• Green background, a colour of 
life.

• The motto “Feed my sheep”.
Biography

• Born in eTwatwa, now Wattville, 
East Rand.

• Baptised at St Joseph in 

Actonville by Fr Joseph 
Leathem, OMI, now parish 
priest of St Theresa, Edenvale. 

• His family then moved to 
Daveyton in 1966. 

• Started his primary education at 
Lerutle Lower Primary School, 
and proceeded to Katlego 
Higher Primary School. He then 
moved to Mafikeng for a year 
and studied at Batswana High 
school. The next year was 
enrolled at Holy Trinity High 
School in Attridgeville, Pretoria. 
Two years later, upon hearing 
that he wanted to become a 
priest, Bishop Reginald Osmond 
sent him to Mariasdal High 
School in Tweespruit to com-
plete his matriculation. 

 • Around the 80s, at the peak of 
the National Schools riots Msgr 
Duncan was among the students 
from Johannesburg who were 
accused and arrested for insti-
gating riots at Mariasdal. They 
spent three days in prison. With 
the mediation of Archbishop 
Fanyana Butelezi, then Arch-
bishop of Bloemfontein, they 
were released. 

• Received First Holy Commun-
ion and was confirmed at  
St Nicholas, Daveyton. His zeal 
for the priesthood started from 
his staunch Catholic upbringing, 
where his mother was a cate-
chist and a member of the 
Choir. His grandmother, 
Dikeledi Tsoke, whom we bur-
ied last year is, among others in 
his family, who played a major 
role where the nourishment of 
his faith was concerned

• Fr Patrick Kolisang, who was 
Msgr Duncan’s parish priest 
when he was still discerning, 
helped and nurtured him in his 
vocation. 

• He wanted to become a law 
guru or journalist but his yearn 
to become a priest was always 
stronger.

• Joined St Paul Seminary, 

Some interesting facts and 
the Episcopal Coat of Arms

Successful ADNews photographic 
workshop
Baby Madikoe was one of the oldest, but most enthusiastic participants  
at the workshop, outshining many of the youngsters with her delight in 
learning. With her is Moses Moreku.

Meeting the Knights
Before his ordination, Msgr Duncan Tsoke met with a few of the 
Knights of Da Gama of Council 2 in Johannesburg on vocations  
Sunday at the Holy Family Parish Turffontein.          Pic: Stephanie CalleaContinued on page 10

Continued on page 10.
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Saturday 28 May 9:30-13:00
The Beatitudes

A talk by Fr Chris Schonenberger
Hosted by Contemplative Outreach

Koinonia, Judith’s Paarl
011 624-1002

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
Parishes in May. Pray for them.
Sun 1 10:00 Our Lady of Fatima Brentwood Park
Sun 8 10:00 St Maria Goretti Riverlea
Fri 13 18:30 St Therese Alberton
Sat 14 18:00 Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Krugersdorp
Fri 20 19:00 St John’s North Riding
Sat 21 14:00 St Patrick’s La Rochelle
Sun 22 08:00 Our Lady of Peace Bophelong
Sat 28 14:00 St John Bosco Robertsham

Community Notice Board

Pope’s Intentions: May
General. That in every country of the world, 

women may be honored and respected and that 

their essential contribution to society may be 

highly esteemed.
Missionary. That families, communities, and 

groups may pray the Holy Rosary for evangeli-

zation and peace.

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
Building Homes of Merciful Love”.

MERCIFUL PARENTING AND 
FAMILY CARE 

www.marfam.org.za

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Contact Sr Esther-Maris Okoro, 
Vocations Department

Join the 
discernment group

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine

Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Free Notices
Send event notices 

by 10th of the month to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews 
is due on Sunday 5 June

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get 
up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise 
your parish events

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

Saturday 7 May 10:00

RCIA Training
Cathedral Place

Catechetics deparment

Saturday 7 May

Retreat for Ushers
Cathedral Place

Department of Liturgy

Saturday 7 May

Leadership Training for Youth
Youth Deparment

Saturday 7 May 09:00-17:00
Excel-lence in a day

A short course on Excel for Teachers
St Augustine College, Ley Rd,

Victory Park 011 380-9000

Saturday 14 & 21 May 10:00
“My Catholic Faith” 

Faith formation for catechists.
14th Cathedral Place

21st St Francis of Assisi, 
Vanderbijlpark

Contact Catechetics Dept.

FAMILY of GOD COMMUNITY
Life in the Spirit seminar 

“In this year of Mercy, to a personal 
encounter with Christ.” 
May: Tuesdays at 19:30  

at St Charles’, Victory Park
3 Receiving God’s Gift Fr Joe Wilson
10 Baptism in Holy Spirit Paul Cook
17 Growth Tom Miles
24 Transformation in Christ Fr Ben Mahlangu
31 Mass Fr Emmanuel Youngten

Jenny 083-467-6318;
Carlos 082-467-4909

Saturday 21 May 12:45-16:00
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

Setting out The Spies’ Punishment
Scripture in its Jewish context. 

Holy Family College, Oxford Rd, Park-
town. Entrance on 3rd Avenue.
Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book contact Sr Marie André 

Mitchell, marieandre@batkol.info 
or 072 250-4944.

Saturday 14 May 18:30

FATIMA PILGRIMAGE

on foot to Schoenstatt Shrine,  

Bedfordview.

Starting at Blessed Sacrament, 

Malvern. 011 616-4008

Sunday 15 May 11:30
PENTECOST RALLY

Cathedral Place
Charity 074-968-2831
Marieke 082-399-1419

Saturday 28 May 09:00-13:00

Annual Sale
San Salvador home for 

mentally challenged women
19 Melville Rd Hyde Park

Handmade woven items; knitted 
toys; homemade jams, plants, 

bric-a-brac and more.  
Refreshments.

Have a fun day with us.
All proceeds to San Salvador

Sunday 5 June 09:00-16:00
Catholic Women’s League 

Winter Fete 
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Road No 3, Victory Park 
Entertainment for all!

Food Stalls, Handiwork, Toys, 
Books, Plants, Bottles

Tea Garden and soft drinks

Fr Tente Sompane administered the sacrament 
of baptism to babies of Easter Sunday at Our Lady 

of Mercy, Emndeni.               Pics by Meisy Maredi

PATRONAL FEASTS
1st St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong (1956); 
 Bosmont (1969) and the polish community in Norwood
1st St Peregrine Laziosi, Alra Park (1982)
3rd St James, Magaliesberg (1933); Vlakfontein
9th Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park (1967)
13th Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park (1945); 
 Dube (1959); Sharpeville (1960)
15th Nyolohelo, Sebokeng (1988)
22nd Holy Trinity, Braamfontein (1886)
24th Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale (1938)
26th  St Philip Neri, Moletsane (1962)
29th  Blessed Sacrament, Malvern (1935) 
 St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado Park (1979)
30th St Hubert, Alexandra (1919)
Also, Our Lady of Geluksdal and all Marian parishes.

BAPTISMS

An outing for the whole family!

General Finance Meeting
Saturday 4 June 14:00

Cathedral Place

12 June 
World Refugee Day

Saturday 11 June 
Funeral Ministers workshop
Cathedral Place, Dept of Liturgy

Saturday 4 June 
“My Catholic Faith”

Cathedral Place, Catechetics Dept

Saturday 14 May 10:00-12:30
Introduction to Theology
“Systematic Theology”

St Augustine College, Ley Rd,
Victory Park 011 380-9000

Saturday 14 May
Mini-workshop for families

in this year of mercy and the family.
Who is parenting our kids
with love and mercy?

Bookings Toni 082-552-1275 
info@marfam.org.za

Saturday14 May 10:00-18:00
Pentecost Retreat
Spiritual preparation for

Feast of Pentecost.
Do not extinguish the spirit-2 Thes 5:9
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Carmelite 

Retreat House, 33 Celia Nestad,  
Brentwood Park, Benoni North.
Fr Arvin Tauro 061-674-7202 or

Chris Shaw 083-625-8512

Week 16 May to 20 May
Training Programme on Civilian 

Peacebuilding Capacity
Formation of civilian peacekeepers 

in non-violent approaches
St Augustine College

Victory Park 011 380-9000

Wednesday 18 May 10:00
Morning of recollection for dioc-
esan clergy at Mazenod Centre.
Pray for our priests and deacons

Saturday 21 May 10:00
Deanery Co-ordinators Meeting

Cathedral Place
Contact catechetics department.

Saturday 21 May
Choir workshop

Cathedral Place – Liturgy Dept.

20 May to 24 June • Fridays 18:15-20:15
Environmental issues; 

problems and solutions.
20 May  Pope Francis and the Encyclical

27 May  State of Our Common Home
3 June   Theology, Philosophy & 

Encyclical
St Charles, Victory Park

Bookings Paul Faller
paulf@cie.org.za 

or SMS 083-326-4568

Sunday 15 May 11:00 after
Mass at 09:30

St Patrick’s, La Rochelle
Festival of Nations

Performers, jumping castle, bazaar, 
raffles, food and drink.

9 Fifth Street
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“We pray for the donors, the 
sisters, supporters and benefactors 
who found in the shelter a house 
of mercy, irrespective of how 
short their stay was. Through this 
house, not only are we are keep-
ing the legacy of people who 
founded the shelter alive, but that 
of Jesus Christ to care 
for one another,” he said.

He posed this ques-
tion to the children, 
“What do you do when 
it is somebody’s 
birthday?” The children 

from African countries in 
particular. The 2016 
Migrants and Refugees 
Day will be celebrated at 
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle,  
in the Southern Deanery 
and we are happy to 
invite you to come and 

celebrate with us! 
The 2016 poster for the celebra-

tion (see pg 5) was prepared by 
Jason Francisco, a young student 
from St. Patrick´s. It portrays the 
mercifulness of Jesus with open 
arms to welcome all humanity in 
need of love and understanding as 
brothers and sisters.

All are invited to join together to 
celebrate the beauty of every 
culture and to pray for all who are 
experiencing suffering abandon-
ment and persecution on 19 June. 
The material for parishes for the 
preparations which will be held 
from 12 to 20 June will soon follow 
from the Department of Pastoral 
Care.  

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini, 
HOD Pastoral Care
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

The Dignity of 
Priesthood

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

All this month’s questions are 
about the role of a priest. I have 
grouped together some questions 
from Kagiso and some from 
Orange Farm.

Why do we stand for the entrance 
of the priest? 

Human culture determines which 
physical postures are regarded as 
appropriate. In many African cul-
tures, people wait for their guests 
to be seated comfortably before 
greeting them and engaging them 
in conversation. In European cul-
tures, people stand to greet a guest, 
and would never dream of sitting 
before the most important person is 
seated. We have inherited this cus-
tom. We see it in our parliament, 
our courts and our churches: we 
remain standing until the leader of 
that assembly has taken his or her 
seat.

Why does the priest walk at the 
back of the procession?

Once again, this is a European cus-
tom. The one who presides enters 
last so as to find everything and 
everyone ready. Similarly the lead-
er, with his or her attendants, is the 
first to leave and it is considered 
rude to go out before the one in 
charge. By coming at the back of 
the procession, the bishop or priest 
is given status. But should we rank 
the presiding minister in similar 
fashion to judges or mayors or 
CEOs? Shouldn’t the priest be a 
minister of service and hospitality? 
In some places the priest emphasis-
es his role as host by greeting the 
people as they enter the church, 
before the entrance procession is 
formed. In other places the priest 
prefers silent prayer in the sacristy, 
mindful of the sacred rites he is 
about to lead.

Why is the priest called Father  
and not Pastor? 

Pastor means shepherd. When the 
priest is the pastor, the people are 
his sheep. When the priest is the 
father, the people are his children. 
Neither image is perfect, yet both 
are rooted in scripture. Abraham 
and Isaac are called “Father” (Acts 
7:2, Rom 9:10) and Paul uses the 
father-son analogy when speaking 
about Titus and Onesimus (Tit 1:4, 
Philm v.10). This spiritual father-
hood should imply closeness, trust, 
and filial love which, of course, 
each priest must earn as he grows 
more and more into his ministry. In 
some ways this custom is easier for 
Africans who use “father” as a 
respectful term of address for any 
older man.

Is it okay for the congregation  
to pray the Lord’s Prayer with  
outstretched hands? Is this not 
supposed to be done only by the 
presiding priest?

Praying with open arms and with 
the palms of the hands turned 
upwards is called the “orans posi-
tion” which means a gesture of 
prayer or pleading. This was the 

customary posture of prayer for all 
early Christians and there is plenty 
of evidence in church art that the 
lay people also prayed in this  
manner. Over time, customs 
changed and people began to pray 
with folded hands, but the liturgi-
cal books continued to stipulate 
that the priest adopt the “orans 
position” at certain places in the 
rites. This meant that people began 
to think of it as an exclusively 
priestly gesture – a mistake which 
was corrected by Pope Benedict 
XVI who, before he was elected 
pope, wrote in his book The Spirit 
of the Liturgy:

This is one of the primal  
gestures of man in calling upon 
God and is found in virtually 
every part of the religious world.  
It is first of all an expression of 
nonviolence, a gesture of peace.  
A man opens his arms and thus 
opens himself to another person.  
It is also a gesture of seeking and 
hoping. Man reaches out to the 
hidden God, stretches out toward 
him.

I can see no reason why lay peo-
ple cannot pray in this position, 
especially when they are praying 
aloud during the liturgy. The priest 
does not say Mass on our behalf, 
but he presides over the prayer of 
the priestly people as we celebrate 
the Eucharist together.

Who has to administer (lack of a 
better word) the Final Blessing?
Assuming the resident priest is not 
there, who has the right/power to 
bless rosaries etc. bought from the 
repository? Can the Extraordinary 
Minister of Communion perform 
this function? I fear the downgrad-
ing of the Sacrament of Priesthood.

The Final Blessing is given by the 
presiding minister, whether a bish-
op, priest or deacon, at the end of 
the liturgical assembly. Any bless-
ing that may be given after Mass, 
whether to an individual, a rosary 
or a holy picture, is purely devo-
tional and cannot be compared to 
the Final Blessing. Although we 
do speak about blessing inanimate 
things, we do not believe that they 
become infused with supernatural 
powers. To bless a rosary is to ask 
that it may aid the devotion of the 
one who will pray with it. A rosary 
is supposed to be prayed, not used 
as a talisman! The Book of 
Blessings reserves the blessing of 
religious articles, such as medals 
and rosaries, to bishops, priests 
and deacons. 

Pope Francis @Pontifex  
Mar 9: “God has caressed 
us with His mercy. Let us 

bring God’s tender caress to 
others, to those who are in need.”

Bienvenu Shelter is the only one 
of its kind in Gauteng that focuses 
its services on helping refugees 
and asylum seekers. It is an 
initiative of the Scalabrinian 
Missionary Sisters and on  
23 March, the shelter celebrated 
its 15 years of existence. 

The altar was decoratively 
adorned with vegetables, blankets, 
beadwork, identity documents, 
measuring tapes, medicine and 
books, representative of what the 
shelter offers – accommodation, 
food, education, health, empower-
ment and access to Department of 
Home Affairs services. 

In her welcoming remarks, 
director of the shelter, Sr Kadia 
Prigol mscs thanked the donors, 
the Comboni missionary priests, 
the Jesuit Refugee Service and 
individuals who have supported 
them throughout the years. “They 
have backed us in welcoming 
strangers as Jesus expects us to  
in Matthew 25,” she said.  

Mass was said by Fr Jorge 
Guerra cs. Shelter residents and 
children from the Lovely Bears 
crèche, which is on the premises, 
took turns in leading the singing. 

Migration is a pheno-
menon continuously 
growing worldwide 

and the African continent is 
no different. Many of migrants 
and refugees continue fleeing 
into South Africa from their 
homes, victims of violence, 
war, persecution, poverty, 
exploitation and human traffickers. 

The Holy Scriptures frequently 
voiced the need to welcome the 
stranger: “I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me in your home.”  
(Mt 25, 35). The Old Testament insists 
on the need to welcome: ‘You shall 
love the stranger for you are 
strangers in Egypt.’ (Deuteronomy).  
The implications are brought out  
in Chapter 24 of Deuteronomy.   
We are all called to learn from this. 

For the 102nd World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees, Pope 
Francis published a message, 
“Migrants and Refugees Challenge 
Us. The Response of the Gospel of 
Mercy.” He states strongly that 
migrants and refugees are “our 
brothers and sisters in search of a 

World Migrants 
and Refugees Week  
in our Archdiocese

better life, far away from poverty, 
hunger, exploitation and the unjust 
distribution of the planet’s 
resources, which are meant to be 
equitably shared by all.” 

Pope Francis insists that the city, 
the town and the village that does 
not welcome the stranger has 
forgotten to care for itself. 

Our Archdiocese witnesses and 
faces the continuous arrival of 
refugees and migrants. The history 
of the Archdiocese starts with the 
first migrants from Ireland and 
reminds all communities that St 
Patrick himself was a refugee, a 
slave, someone who was trafficked 
for profit. He is the patron of one of 
the parishes in the Archdiocese 
that still witnesses and continues 
to welcome migrants and refugees 

Bienvenu 
shelter 

celebrates  
15 years

Fr Jorge presiding 
at Mass

Fr Jorge blessing the babies replied, “We sing” and they burst 
into song.

“A house also has a birthday. 
Today it is this house’s birthday. 
It is celebrating 15 years of 
helping people and educating 
children,” he continued.

“In the wake of the passion of 
our Lord, 15 years can be an 
opportunity to renew the 
commitment to serve and to put in 
our hearts the passion to serve 
others. We are invited to look at 
the past with gratitude, the present 
with courage and the future with 
hope,” he concluded.   

Fr Jorge then blessed the 
shelter, taking time out to lay 
hands on babies who were either 
sleeping or sick.        Lerato Mohone
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Pope Francis invites  
us to pray with him
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South Africa, 
explores Ignatian Spirituality.

For many years now, during 
the prayers of the faithful, 
we would pray for the 

Pope’s intentions for the month. 
This year, Pope Francis has tried 
something new. Each month since 
January, he has made a short 
YOUTUBE video inviting people 
to pray with him around particular 
issues facing us in the world now. 

One of the great advantages of 
modern media is that it allows us 
to be intimate with people who are 
far away or who we may indeed 
never actually meet. The way the 
Pope speaks in these prayer 
requests, asking me to pray with 
him is, I think, an example of 
modern media being well used to 
the greater glory of God.

As I watched the first of these 
videos in January (an invitation to 
pray for interreligious dialogue) I 
found myself overwhelmed by 
emotion. I felt that sense of conso-
lation that comes from being invit-
ed into something that is greater 
than myself. We all know that at 
the moment religious intolerance 
is a cause for great persecution 
and violence around the world. 
Here on our own continent reli-
gious wars are a reality in the lives 
of many. In this short video, the 

Pope is using his position of 
authority as leader of the Catholic 
Church to invite all people to join 
him in praying for a better way of 
engaging with each other. 

In February he picked up the 
themes of Laudato Si again and 
invited people to think about how 
a passion for consumerism has 
compromised our relationship with 
God’s creation. Again, his way of 
speaking and engaging with his 
audience is intimate and immedi-
ate. In prayerfully and reflectively 
watching his call, I was reawak-
ened to my own need to think 
about how I am living and how 
my life is affecting the good of the 
world. 

This May, being Mary’s month 
and a time when questions about 
women and our role in society are 
more on the minds of most 
Catholics, the Pope invites us to 
pray with him for women. His 
prayer is that in every country of 
the world, women may be hon-
oured and respected and that their 
essential contribution to society 
may be highly esteemed. 

As I have watched these differ-
ent short films, I have found 
myself being inspired to a deeper 
walk with God. My own experi-

ence therefore gives me a hope 
that this may be the case for oth-
ers as well and so, I would invite 
you to think about engaging with 
Pope Francis’ invitation to 
prayer. 

I would love to see school 
children using these short videos 
to be inspired to think about 
their faith and to then be helped 
to make their own response to 
God. Our role as parents and 
educators is both to teach our 
children the faith, but it is also to 
be responsible for their ongoing 
formation as persons and I 
believe these prayer intentions of 
Pope Francis will help us in this 
endeavour. In a similar way as 
adults they are an excellent 
resource for small faith sharing 
groups, to watch them and then 
to pray together and discuss the 
issues that the Pope is highlight-
ing for us today. I invite you to a 
moment of intimate encounter 
with your Pope, go and listen to 
what Francis is asking us to 
bring to prayer and see what 
response to the Lord flows from 
your own heart.

To find the pope’s video’s go 
to http://apostleshipofprayer.
org/the-pope-video/ or Google: 
Pope Francis Prayer intention 
2016 YOUTUBE. These 
YOUTUBE videos are each only 
a few minutes long and can be 
easily shared and watched via 
Facebook and other social media 
platforms.

Amoris Laetitia (AL) – the joy 
of love – is Pope Francis’ new 
Apostolic Exhortation on the 

family. There is much of beauty and 
value in the document but it is also 
very long and quite complicated. 
Rather than comment overall, 
MARFAM’s approach for now will be 
to pick up on the current 2016 
Family Year Planner monthly 
themes and look at some of what 
Pope Francis says on that topic. For 
May we therefore look at parenting. 
Family Matters magazine No 2, will 
do the same in some depth for the 
May to August themes - youth, 
grandparents, women and men 
relationships. 

May and parenting
In the AL document, there are 
many references to children, 
scripturally and theologically. They 
are described as the fruit of their 
parents’ love in the sacrament of 
matrimony and as “shoots of the 
olive tree around the table.” It is 
noted that there are ideal and non-
ideal family situations with regard 
to children, but at the same time 
no family is perfect and everyone is 
continually on a journey of growth. 
The Holy Family of Nazareth is 
presented as a model. 

Towards a Better Education of 
Children is a whole chapter. Pope 
Francis discusses ethical/moral 
education, discipline, passing on 
the faith and sex education within 
the broader framework of an 
education for love and mutual self-
giving in time. Patient realism is 
needed in providing moral and 
ethical formation. 

It is stressed that family life is the 
first essential educational setting 
with important responsibilities. 
Pope Francis writes,  “What is most 
important is the ability lovingly to 
help them grow in freedom, 
maturity, overall discipline and real 
autonomy. Only in this way will 

children come to possess the 
wherewithal needed to fend for 
themselves and to act intelligently 
and prudently whenever they meet 
with difficulties. The real question, 
then, is not where our children are 
physically, or whom they are with 
at any given time, but rather where 
they are existentially, where they 
stand in terms of their convictions, 
goals, desires and dreams. The 
questions I would put to parents 
are these: “Do we seek to 
understand ‘where’ our children 
really are in their journey? Where is 
their soul, do we really know? And 
above all, do we want to know?” 

During the month of May we 
celebrate important events and 
feasts. The Holy Family has its place 
as it is Mary’s month and 1 May is 
the feast St Joseph the Worker. 
There is Mother’s Day on 8th, 
Pentecost and the International 
Day for Families on 15th. 

Remember too the Holy Doors 
and pilgrimages. A mini-workshop 
for parents and children is planned 
by MARFAM for Saturday 14 May, at 
a venue to be advised.   

In the light of the new PPCs 
being formed it is important that 
the Family Ministry portfolio 
holders receive helpful information 
and support but as I often remind 
parishes, family life is the 
responsibility of the whole PPC, the 
priest and parish as Pope Francis 
also talks about the parish as a 
family of families. 

Visit www.marfam.org.za for 
more information and daily 
reflections which are also published 
on facebook. Email info@marfam.
org.za to subscribe to our Family 
Matters e-newsletter and also call 
Toni to order materials or book 
parish information talks. 

Contact Toni 0825521275 info@
marfam.org.za 

May celebrates 
families

Fr Johannes Silalahi 
CICM

There is always 
“a time for 
everything 

under heaven” as the 
preacher rightly puts it 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1).

In January 2013, St Francis of 
Assisi, Yeoville celebrated the 
arrival of Rev Fr Johannes Rudolf 
Silalahi (CICM) as the parish 
priest. In November 2015, he was 
elected the Vice Provincial of the 
Southern African Province of the 
Congregation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. He would have 
continued to work with us here in 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville bids 
farewell to Fr Johannes

the Archdiocese, unfortunately, he 
is the only member of his congre-
gation remaining here in South 
Africa and, as a religious, he is 
not allowed to live alone without 
the community.  Since there is no 
personnel to be sent to make a 
community with him here, he has 
to go and join his community in 
Congo.  We really need to pray for 
more vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life, especially here 

in South Africa. Being 
recalled by his superior to 
continue his priestly 
ministry in Congo, it is time 
to say goodbye.  Hard as it 
was, he and the parishioners 
have no choice than to 
accept the reality.

On Easter Sunday,  
27 March, gathered in the 
parish hall, the parish 
expressed its gratitude to  
Fr Johannes and bade  

him farewell.
Fr Johannes – we shall miss 

your smiles, your sense of 
humour, your generosity, kindness 
and concerns, especially for the 
poor and the sick, your love for 
both the young and old.

May God be with you and grant 
you His graces and success as you 
continue your priestly ministry in 
the Republic of Congo.

Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti EHJ

Fr Johannes with his team
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Serenity 
Divine Mercy

Statues
Large church size divine mercy 
statues and smaller, suitable for 
indoor and outdoor as well as  

Our Lady Of Grace,  
Sacred Heart, and many more

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/ 
Cell (083) 896-8920

E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

Are you working, if so, you are in 
business. Are you a Christian, 

perhaps Catholic? What is the 
relevance you might ask? Well, 
everybody who works is either 
managed or manages somebody. 
Ever felt that the boss, the team or 
company culture is poor – “they don’t 
know what they are doing, if I was in 
charge…”? Does your company have 
a vision and mission statement and a 
set of values that you are expected to 
comply with? Ever heard somebody 
say “the values … they are just there 
on the wall, never practiced”. 
Sometimes we are part of the 
problem, but we can all be a part of 
the solution. We are called to be 

Christ-like to each other.
You may be familiar with the 

business and management gurus 
such as Maslow, Hamel, Porter, 
Kellerman, Peters, Charan, Gratton 
and Mintzberg. But have you read 
Rerum Novarum, or more recent 
papal encyclicals such as Laborem 

exercens, Centesimus annus? Have 
you heard of Catholic Social 
Teaching? How we relate to – and 
interact with – each other in the 
workplace, is governed by the same 
set of expectations and value system 
that God has for us in society.

Many of the principles and philo-
sophies set out by these gurus seem 
to have roots that can be found in 
some of the papal Encyclicals, in 
Catholic Social Teaching, and 
especially in the writings of the 
founder of the Schoenstatt 
Movement, Fr Joseph Kentenich.

I was privileged to experience the 
Christian Business Leadership course 
recently, which put into a Christian 
context, a lot of the management 
“stuff” I have been exposed to over 
my working life. I was able to 

identify the roots of many of the 
business gurus’ thinking and 
philosophy in our Christian faith. The 
course “Christian Business 
Leadership – the Kentenich Way” is 
held at the Schoenstatt Family 
Centre in Bedfordview, run by Prof/ 
Sr Edith Raidt and an accomplished 
group of facilitators.

If you are looking for a deeper 
understanding of where and how 
your Christian faith and your work 
life intersect, how they relate; and if 
you are searching for a deeper 
meaning of work, life and faith, then 
I highly recommend the Christian 
Business Leadership course for you. 
The four-day programme combines 
theory and practical learning 
sessions. It is run in a tranquil setting 
in an open and friendly environment 
with like-minded Christians.

For more information, contact  
The Institute of Christian Business 
Management on 011 455 5146. 

Peter Henning

Christian Business 
Leadership

VOCATION VIEW

A call to spend one’s life doing what 
the innermost heart feels called to 
do – living one’s own unique life. 

That’s what all of us would like to 
accomplish, but how shall we do it?  
    People who are doing what they 
really love to do, start by asking them-
selves some basic questions:
• What would I really like to do? 
• What am I good at doing or learning? 
• What opportunity is life offering me 

right now, for doing what makes me 
come joyfully alive? 
They started with themselves, with 

their own gifts and preferences. 
Trust the opportunities life and God 

are offering. Stop or you will zoom right 
past the opportunity. Listen with the ears 
of your heart to what life invites you to, 
right now. It is an invitation to learn 
something. We rejoice with two 
youngsters who just took bold steps in 
discerning their vocation to the 
priesthood.

 Brother David Steindl-Rast, OSB
   

My name is Michael 
Sibusiso Zulu. I am  
18 years old. I am from 
from St Margaret Imma-
culate Conception, 
Diepkloof. I love 
motivating people.

A vocation is a divine 
call to God’s service or to a Christian 
life, meaning God is calling you to serve 

him. My calling is not a matter of being 
a priest because I have nothing to do, 
but it is a matter of working for the 
Almighty Father our God and 
connecting his people to Him through 
his son Jesus Christ. 

Vocation to the priesthood is a 
special gift that people must not run 
away from. Young men like me and 
other seminarians are good examples 
and role models to those who wish to 
serve the Lord in this particular way. 

My name is Seamedi 
Ephraim Chabalala, 
popularly known as 
“Fana”. I live in Palm 
Springs in the Vaal, south 
of Johannesburg. I was 
born Catholic but 
growing up I did not like 
going to church much. I 
was always pushed by my parents to 
attend Mass. As I got older I stopped 
going to church – a break which took 
six years.

During my RCIA classes I came to 
realise God’s love for me through the 
words of my former parish priest,  
Fr Victor Ngwenya. This moved my 
faith to another level. I wanted to see 
myself serving Him as a priest. 

Through the vocation discernment 
programme, my call was strengthened. 
The best news ever was my accept-
ance into orientation seminary. I wish 
and pray that God, who has begun this 
journey with me, will see me through.

A Home for our 
Marian Shrine

Camp David in the Magalies-
berg, a place of great natural 

beauty, will become a centre of 
peace and pilgrimage when the 
Marian shrine is developed there. 
The property is located next door 
to Parnassus, a farm owned by 
St Benedict’s College, Bedford-
view and there is a possibility of 
sharing facilities in the beginning.

Amandio Casthaneira has been 

Speaking from the USA where he teaches visual 
journalism at Boston University, veteran South 

African journalist Greg Marinovich said that police 
behaviour on 16 August 2012, and subsequently, was 
reminiscent of the late ′80s and early ′90s. Advocate 
Dumisa Ntsebeza who represented freedom fighters in 
the Eastern Cape in the eighties, concurred; even the 
same methods of torture and planting guns on victims 
reappeared. David Bruce, Johannesburg based 
independent researcher and writer working in the 
fields of policing, crime and criminal justice, said that 
while the National Prosecuting Authority is consoli-
dating their case in the prosecution of certain police 
officers, it is unlikely convictions will result.

The deaths of 34 striking Lonmin mineworkers four 
years ago, the events leading up to the shooting by the 
SAPS and the immediate aftermath of what Marino-
vich contends is nothing less than murder is covered 
in this carefully-researched book. A lively discussion, 

From Right to Left: Lebohang Thobatsi, Sebatana Ntime, Koena Noosi, 
Nthabiseng Ramohloki and Lesego Ngakane. The Youth of St Anthony of 
Padua, Evaton West attended the Marian Shrine Youth Pilgrimage at Our 
Lady of Peace, Bophelong. What a great experience #YearofMercy #Team-
Faith #YouthinChrist.                  Pic by Nthabiseng Ramohloki

Youth 
pilgrims

appointed key architect for the 
project. He and Eddie Lekota, with 
town planners and other profes-
sionals, conducted a thorough 
feasibility study of the Camp 
David property last year before an 
offer was made to purchase. Trans-
fer of the property is due to take 
place by mid-April after which 
work can begin.

Fundraising will be ratcheted up 
a notch with  Fr Charles Uloko 
working with the sodalities and  
Fr Tony Nunes in North Deanery 
and further afield.           Judy Stockill

From left: Moderator Ranjeni Munusamy, Associate  
Editor of Daily Maverick; Dumisa Ntsebeza, Advocate; 
David Bruce, independent researcher and Russel Pollitt, 
Director of the Jesuit Institute. The book launch of  
“Murder at Small Koppie, the real story of the Marikana 
massacre” was jointly hosted by the Daily Maverick and 
the Jesuit Institute of SA at the Institute in Auckland Park 
on 15 March. Author Greg Marinovich was on live feed.

There is no peace... Is 48:22 ably chaired by Ranjeni Munusamy, expanded to 
include the Marikana Commission of Enquiry, 
possible political interference, the role and honesty of 
then Police Commissioner, Riah Phiyega, and the 
chances of anyone being held accountable.

There is a huge gap between the findings of the 
commission and the evidence. The report does not do 
justice to the facts and is a disservice to South Africa. 
Objective evidence shows that people were ‘led to the 
slaughter’. There is no political enthusiasm to hold 
anyone to account.

Rehad Desai’s film “Miners Shot Down” and now 
Greg Marinovich’s book “Murder at Small Koppie” 
tell the story, committing it to SA’s collective memory 
– a dark blot on our conscience.

Civil action is the only hope of recompense the 
families of the victims’ have. And only civil society 
action will ensure that lessons were learnt from 
Marikana; lessons of human life and dignity; police 
and political accountability; justice and peace.

Judy Stockill
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The Holy Year
 of Mercy

A morning reflection on

by Fr Chris Schonenburger

Fr Chris will also lead us in Taize prayer. 
He runs a retreat centre in Hartebeespoort

Date: Saturday, 28th May 2016

Time: 9:00 for 9:30 – 13h00

Place: Koinonia Retreat Centre 
 53 1st Street, Bez Valley 
 (near Catholic Bookshop)

Cost: R30 – includes tea & sandwiches

All welcome!
Hosted by Contemplative Outreach

Contact: Sr Jacky – 011 624-1002 / 072 193-5413

The Beatitudes

Holy Rosary Primary School’s Grade 
1-3s recently re-enacted the Easter 
story, reminding us of the true  
reason we celebrate Easter. 

Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni  
celebrated with candidates who 
became Catholics on Easter Vigil, 
ending their RCIA journey. A mes-
sage was given to the new mem-
bers: “The whole church shares 

Archbishop emeritus, George 
Daniel imitated Jesus by washing 
the feet of Little Eden residents 
on Holy Thursday. Seen here is 
Sr Margie, the Archbishop, Peter 
Rohrbeck and resident Philip.

Nicollette Muthige 

Parishioners laying blankets as 
Fr Lewis Tsuro of Kristo Inkosi, 
KwaThema and altar servers 
enter the church.

Pictures by Kristo Inkosi, Justice & Peace

The St Charles Boromeo, Victory 
Park community gathered out-
side of church where the choir 
led the Hosanna before Fr James 
Ralston greeted the community. 
He was assisted by Rev Deacon 
Paddy Maddison.

During the procession – altar 
servers bearing the cross lead the 
solemn procession into the 
church for the beginning of 
Mass. Astrid Meng 

RCIA candidates from Holy Family, Turffontein on Easter Saturday. 
Mass was celebrated by Msgr Duncan Tsoke.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) class from St Theresa, 
Zondi with Fr Abie Tlhapi from Klerksdorp Diocese on Easter Saturday.

Stations Good Friday
Stations of the Cross were led by Children of Mary at Our Lady of 
Mercy, Emdeni on Good Friday.                                Pics: Meisi Maredi 

Fr Philip Miller with members  
of the Cameroonian community 
who were baptised on Easter 
Saturday at Our Lady of Peace, 
Roodepoort.

RCIA Celebrations
It was all glamour at Holy Trinity 

outstation (above) and St Joseph’s 
(below) parishes, Katlehong when 
Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) catechumens completed the 
first phase of a journey of faith and 
conversion on Easter Saturday night 
Vigil. This was after they received 
the sacraments of baptism, the 
Eucharist and confirmation at their 
respective parishes. Priest-in-charge 
of both parishes, Fr Elijah Otu MSP 
officiated at the events.

The celebrations were a culmina-
tion of a 12-month catechism pro-
gramme which ended with a three-
day intense retreat. Speaking on 
behalf of the elects, newly con-
firmed Peter Ndlangisa (back row in 
spectacles) of St Joseph’s said after-
wards, “The power of the word of 
God has brought purity in our 
hearts. It has presented us with a 
feeling of spiritual transformation 
and enlightenment after an awe-
inspiring period of evangelisation. 
We thank our priest Fr Otu, the cat-
echists and the congregation for the 
successful completion of the period 
of catechism and for our new life in 
Christ.”

  Abel Dlamini

Emndeni
your joy; be strengthened by our 
prayers for your new life in Christ!” 
Nine received the sacrament of  
baptism and 20 were confirmed by 
the Holy Spirit and nourished in  
the Eucharist.       Picture by Meisy Maredi

RCIA

Turffontein

Easter Saturday

Palm Sunday 
KwaThema

Baptism

Easter Play

Palm Sunday 
Victory Park

Little Eden
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Fatima Pilgrimage
Celebrating the messages of Fatima to the World

“Say the Rosary every day” 
– Fatima message, 13 June 1917

Pilgrimage on foot at the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
Cnr Geldenhuis & Mullins Rds, Malvern East

Saturday, 14 May 2016 at 18:30 (6.30 pm)
Pilgrimage ends with Holy Mass at Schoenstatt Shrine, 

cnr Van Buuren & Florence Rds, Bedfordview.

Bring a candle and a rosary. Wear comfortable shoes.  
Make arrangements to be picked up after Mass at Schoenstatt Shrine.

A plate of eats or a cake would be most welcome for the tea after Mass – 
please drop off at the Shrine before the pilgrimage starts.

Pilgrims of FatimaFor enquiries, contact: Phone (011) 616-4008

The long-standing tradition continues to attract 
a crowd every Good Friday at Bosco Centre. 
Apart from the experience of praying the  

stations of the cross while climbing a real hill, it is a 
chance to meet plenty of old/young friends and 
believers, past-pupils, parishioners,  

Holy Rosary Primary School recently handed over 27 blankets to  
67 Blankets for Mandela. These blankets will now travel down to Cape 
Town to be part of the Guinness record attempt. All the blankets will 
then be given to charity organisations to be handed out to those who 
need them before the start of winter.  

Pilgrimage Cross
Holy Rosary School received the 

cross from St Benedict’s College on 
Wednesday, 30 March, as part of a 

pilgrimage whose aim it is to unite 
the youth in a journey to make the 

world a better place. The pilgrim-
age will culminate in all the 

Catholic schools’ grade 11s meeting 
at the Cathedral in May. Seen here 

are Holy Rosary School’s Patricia 
Zongololo and Monique Pinheiro 
with St Benedict’s representative.

De La Salle Holy Cross College High  
completed their annual Easter egg 
drive by collecting Easter eggs for 
disadvantaged children. The drive 
is run by the college’s Outreach 
Committee. Almost 3 200 eggs 
were delivered in time for Easter  
to Woodside Sanctuary for the 
Physically and Mentally Disabled, 
Nazareth House Children’s Home, 
Sunshine Safe Houses and Little 
Eden Home. 

“We are delighted to be able to 
bring the sweet taste of Easter to 
these children because of the  
generosity of our school families.” 
said Mrs Jeanette Preston-Whyte, 
teacher in Charge of Outreach at 
the College. 

Don Bosco 
Holy 

Thursday

Holy Thursday Mass at Don Bosco, 
Robertsham was celebrated by parish 

priest, Fr John Thompson together 
with Fr Pawel Michalowski, assisted 

by Deacon Victor Ho.

An egg-cellent 
Easter egg

Blankets for 
the needy
Blankets for 
the needy

Fr John Thompson washing the 
feet of parishioners

Above: Deacon Victor Ho Venerates 
Christ on the cross
Left: Procession of the crucifix through 
the faithful by Fr John Thomson

Pics: Mark Kisogloo

Good Friday 
St John Bosco

Bosco Centre Good Friday

Easter Vigil

volunteers, from all over Gauteng.
The stations were beautifully 

depicted by young people who 
acted them out, and included 
some very realistic sobbing from 
the holy women of Jesuralem. Above: Mary receives the dead  

body of Jesus

Left: Jesus falls     Pics: Francois Dufour

The Easter Vigil Mass at St John 
Bosco, Robertsham was celebrated 
by Fr John Thompson, and Fr Pawel 
Michalowski. They were assisted by 
deacon Victor Ho. Here they prepare 
to light the Easter candle.

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza anoints the 
candidate with the oil of Chrism 
during the rite of confirmation.

Pics: Lebo WA Majahe

Keitumetse Molatlhegi was initiated 
into the church through the waters 
of baptism. She was previously a 
member of the Apostolic Church. 

Easter vigil initiations

Fr John Thompson with Deacon Victor 
Ho blesses the water for baptism using 
the Easter candle.

A catechumen receiving baptism with 
encouragement and guidance from 
her sponsor behind.

Catechumens and candidates together with their sponsors are full of smiles after 
having just completed their right of Christian initiation at the Easter Vigil Mass. 
Don Bosco Robertsham runs a very successful two-year programme spearheaded 
by Salesian Sister,Patricia Finn, assisted by long time parishioner and catechism 
instructor, Iris Seabrook, as well as Deacon Victor Ho, Frs Pawel Michalowski and 
John Thompson.                                                                                      Pics by Mark Kisogloo
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While listening 
to the speakers, 

some gogos took 
time to be  

treated for a 
massage. 

Fr Emil Blaser giving 
Tshidi Ramogase a 
warm hug in thanks-
giving for her  
continuous generosity.

It’s been busy at St Patrick’s over 
the last few weeks, with the 
establishment of the Youth Forum 

under Fr Jorge Guerra.
This is really taking shape with 

many projects on the go such as the 
monthly youth Mass collections on 
Sunday, popcorn sales, movie nights 
and the regular meetings on Friday 
evenings.

Over 120 of the youth attended 
the Marian pilgrimage on  
27 February.

The Jubilee Year of Mercy 
Pilgrimage at the Maronite Church, 
Mulbarton on Thursday evening of 
10 March was well attended, not 
only by parishioners from La 
Rochelle, Linmeyer and South Hills, 
but from many parishes in the 
greater Johannesburg area. The 
celebration showcased the multi- 
cultures of St Patrick’s with the 
Exposition, the Rosary and the 
Divine Mercy in different languages 
led by the various groups. The 
combined choirs and musicians led 
everyone harmoniously as one, in 
praise and worship. There was a flag 
procession representing the various 
nations at the beginning of Mass. 
The senior Catechism children and 
youth prepared huge posters on the 
14 physical and spiritual works of 
mercy, which they led in procession 
after the Gospel and held them up 
on the altar. Parish priest, Fr Sergio 
Durigon preached on each of these 
works of mercy. The posters now 
take a place of honour and are 
displayed in the church for the 
duration of the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.                                   

The feast day of the church’s 
patron, St Patrick, was celebrated in 
style this year on 12 March, with a 
magic show, fun activities and 
games for all the catechism children, 
youth and teachers, after which 
there were treats for everyone.

Small religious education clus-
ter groups are again meeting 
at different school venues to 

discuss religious education lesson 
planning and to share resources 
and informative Catholic websites 
in a closer context at informal 
meetings. These clusters have 
been grouped so that contact is 
simplified between schools in 
close proximity.   The main item 
under discussion at the first meet-
ing of the groups this year was the 
presentation of the new draft core 
curriculum. Teachers were asked to 
assess, evaluate and comment on 
this draft. Forms were made availa-
ble for teachers to complete with 
their comments and return them 
to CSO, who in turn, would for-
ward them on to Paul Faller at CIE. 
	South/West Schools’ Cluster 

group met on Wednesday 10 
February at La Salle College, 
Discovery and  24 RE teachers 

A St Pat’s Got Talent Show, 
organised by the Youth Forum and 
hosted by the St Vincent de Paul 
group, took place on 18 March. 
Everyone who attended, were 
amazed at the talent of the young 
people of the parish, from dancers, 
singers, rappers, and musicians. 

These activities will become a 
regular event in future and may also 
lead to challenges with other 
parishes.                                       

A recent mini mission was held 
for three days at the start of Holy 

representing  seven schools in 
this area attended.  A lively dis-
cussion followed this gathering.

	On Thursday 11 February, the 
East Rand Schools’ cluster met at 
St Dominic’s School, Boksburg 
where 20 teachers from six 
schools discussed the curriculum 
in phase groups and shared their 
teaching experience as to the 
application of this draft.

	The North/Central Cluster Group 
met at McAuley House School on 
16 February and was well-
attended with 22 teachers from 
eight schools present.  Paul Faller 
from CIE was invited to attend 
this meeting which assisted 
teachers in clarifying areas of 
concern in the curriculum.

Teachers found these meetings very 
beneficial and interaction between 
the phase groups were especially of 
great value.  Meetings will be held 
three times a year.

Catholic Schools Office Religious 
Education Cluster Groups

Enthusiastic meetings of cluster groups of RE teachers

Week and the topics were on the 
Faces of Mercy presented by Br 
Mike Chalmers of the Catholic Bible 
Foundation.

Going forward, the parish is 
preparing for their fifth annual 
Festival of Nations, led by Fr Ivaldo 
Bettin and a committee 
representing the various groups 
from the parish. Funds raised will 
go towards the ongoing 
maintenance of the church 
properties. 

Lionel Jackson

The annual Radio Veritas 
‘Gogos’ Day’ coincided with 

Fr Emil Blaser’s belated birthday 
celebrations on Saturday, 9 April. 
The event was attended by over 
200 elderly at the Cathedral’s big 
hall who were treated to a three- 
course meal, live entertainment and 
body massages. The day was made 
possible by an on-going generous 
donation by Tshidi Ramogase, 
who is a Methodist, but a fervent 
listener of Radio Veritas. Tshidi, 
in her remarks, said that she was 
introduced to Radio Veritas by her 
Catholic friend, Kethametse Sihlali 
who was also the MC for the day, 
over three years ago. Since then 
she hasn’t stopped listening to the 
love and unity between callers, 
even though they’ve never met. 
She grew fond of them, wanted to 
meet them and to do something 
nice for them. That’s how the 
annual Gogos Day was conceived.
    The day started with an annual 
general meeting where Fr Emil 
gave a report on the successes of 

the year and outlined future plans 
of the station. A big highlight was 
the revelation that the listenership 
of the radio station continues to 
grow and draws new listeners daily 
from the Catholic Church as well 
as other denominations.

Fr Emil thanked all for ensur-
ing that the listenership grows 
by advertising the station by 
word-of-mouth. It was also 
revealed that ICASA (Independent 
Communication Authority of South 
Africa) has renewed the station’s 
licence for another four years. 
Among guests of honour were 
Archbishop William Slattery from 
Pretoria, the Radio Veritas Board, 
Tshidi’s family and the elderly 
from where Tshidi grew up. There 
was also a performance by the 
brass band of the church where her 
mother is pastoring. To tune in to 
Radio Veritas live stream on  
www.radioveritas.co.za or on the 
DMX Audio bouquet channel 870 
and on 576 AM.

 Lebo WA Majahe

Gogos celebrate in style with Fr Emil

Some 32 eager and 
enthusiastic participants 
attended the first module of 

the Catholic Schools 
Organisaton’s Leadership Course 
at Kwalata Lodge in the Dinokeng 
Reserve from 9 to 11 March. 

This module – Strength Based 
Leadership: From Confrontation 
to Collaboration – explores 
different leadership styles and 
how it influences those with 
whom teachers work, live and 
may lead in the future: 
 It focused on identifying 

one’s particular leadership style 
and being more aware of it to be 
able to draw from one’s strength. 
  The ability to adapt to the 

behaviour of people to reduce the 
potential conflict that inevitably 
arises within relationships.
  To awaken the call to build a 

‘spirituality of communion’. 
This module was presented by 

Fr Hugh Lagan SLI and was 
highly valued by the participants. 
As an office, we feel privileged to 
have had an opportunity to get to 
know some of the staff members 
of our schools and to travel this 
journey with them. The next 
module will be held at De La 
Salle Holy Cross and will focus 
on the ‘Spirituality of 
Leadership’. 

After the AGM Kethametse 
Sihlali led a decade of the 
Rosary, praying for Tshidi 
that the Lord may bless her 
threefolds.

CSO 
Leadership 

Course

Hive of activity at St Patrick’s 
La Rochelle

Hive of activity at St Patrick’s 
La Rochelle
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Confirmation
Cindy Leigh Graham received  
the Sacrament of Confirmation 

on the Easter weekend. She  
was confirmed by Fr Donald 
McLoughlin at the St John  

The Apostle church. 

Retreat 
participants

Some of the participants who 
attended the Charismatic Renewal 
Retreat run recently by Fr Joseph 
Wilson MSC at the Padre Pio 
Retreat Centre in Centurion.

Sr Rose Rubushe, compiler of the 
illustrated history of the Arch-
diocese with Bishops picture 
behind (clockwise from top) Boyle, 
Buthelezi, Mvemve and Orsmond 
in the background. Sr Rose invites 
your involvement in this project. 
Telephone: 011 4026400

Archbishop Buti with commissioned ushers  recently at Our Lady of 
Loreto, Kempton Park. 

A beautiful and jovial atmosphere it was, when men of the 
Emmanuel parish, Sebokeng prepared Mass for the second 
time since their establishment on 14 February. They took the 

initiative to show their role in leading, labouring, listening and 
spreading love within the parish community.  
Fr Simphiwe Kheswa OFM, applauded the men and acknowledged 
the efforts they put into preparing for a vibrant Mass. He also encour-
aged them to continue in the efforts of living their Faith in so as to be 
an example to young boys, so that they could also participate in the 
parish and live out their Faith.                                Kebitsamang Mtunzi

Men’s Forum lead Mass 
in song

Bontate pictured after a moving Mass

History of 
the Archdiocese

Zim news
Members of the Divine Mercy group in the procession reciting the 
Chaplet and displaying the famous Jesus portrait. Seen here is Fr Boni-
face, Fr Peter, Fr Tauro (obscured) and Fr Patrick under the umbrella 
with Eucharistic Sacrament community.

Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton 
Park hosted three days of 
enriching 2016 Mission Talks 

during Holy Week. The word of God 
was unpacked in an interactive way 
by Fr Alvin Tauro, supported by 
parish priest Fr Peter Rebello.

The message on day one was 
centred on Christ, the visible image 
of an invisible God. (Col 1:15) Jesus 
became the perfect human being. 
We therefore ought to live blame-
less lives and strive for holiness by 
imitating Christ. 

Scriptures were taken from 
Ephesians 4:22-24. First put aside all 
old ways. Secondly, we are called to 
renew the mind and the spirit. 
Thirdly, to transform into new 
beings. Our lives should be guided 
by Christ’s words in the beatitudes 
Matt 5:3-11. 

The first beatitude, “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit for there is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” Being poor 
means that you depend on God and 
nothing else.

Day two’s message focused on 
Christ’s healing ministry. “Blessed are 
those who mourn for they shall be 
comforted.” This verse should 
challenge people not to run from 
suffering but to endure it like Christ 
whose victorious resurrection was 
all for the Glory of God. Matt 16:24, 
Jesus tells us to take up our cross 
and follow Him. He never asked that 
we dump the cross in order to be 
free. 

Day three’s message was on 
Jesus’s preaching. The third year of 
Jesus’ ministry was the most 
difficult with so many accusations, 
condemnations and finally His 
death.  “Blessed are the meek for 
they will inherit the earth.”  Matt 
11:29 Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me for I am meek and 
humble of heart, and you will find 
rest for yourselves.

Phil 2:5–8, Jesus though in the 
form of God, humbled himself even 
unto death, a humiliating one. 

Christ was a King but He rode on 
the most condemned domestic 
animal – a donkey!

When we carry Christ in our 
hearts because of our spirituality, 
we become people of substance. 
We begin to do things not for 
human recognition, but for God 
himself.

Our lives should be a witness to 
others, about the love of Christ. 
Pride removed us from His 
presence. Pride is immediate and 
humility gives eternity.

The faithful were challenged to 
read the Bible every day, even if it is 
just one verse.

Finally, everyone was called up to 
the altar and commissioned by 
holding the Holy Bible and 
pledging to daily follow its 
teachings.

Each day ended with Mass.
Rudo Munyai and Farayi Matondo

Mission Talk Series
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“When you call to me and come and pray to me, 
I shall listen to you. 

When you search for me, you will find me;  
when you search wholeheartedly for me, 

I shall let you find me.” (Jer.29:12-14)

3 May Receiving God’s Gift Fr Joseph Wilson 
10 May Baptism in Holy Spirit Paul Cook 
17 May Growth Tom Miles 
24 May Transformation in Christ Fr Ben Mahlangu 
31 May Mass Fr Emmanuel Youngten 

Tuesday evenings : 7.30pm – 9.30pm
St Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No 3, Victory Park

Contact Jenny 083 467-6318 or Carlos 082 467-4909
SECURE PARKING – ALL WELCOME

FAMILY OF GOD COMMUNITY

invites you, 
in this year of Mercy, 

to a personal encounter  
with Christ. 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 
5 April - 31 May 2016

Hammanskraal in 1988.
• One of his highlights among  

others was meeting St John Paul 
II, as a seminarian, in Lesotho 
during the beatification Mass of 
Blessed Joseph Gerard. 

• He was ordained on 02 Dec-
ember 1995.

• He worked at the following  
parishes in the Archdiocese:  
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville;  
St Albert, Vosloorus Holy 
Family, Spruitview; St Anthony 
Pucci, Duduza and Holy Family; 
Turffontein.

• He has a passion for Youth  
ministry and has a special bond 
with the young men studying to 
become priests.

• He was appointed a formator at 
St Peter’s Seminary in Ham-
manskraal.

• He was appointed the Vicar 
General on 15 August 2008 
where he has been playing a key 
role in various pastoral and 
administrative roles in the 
Archdiocese.

• Rome has named Msgr Tsoke as 
a Titular Bishop, and will be 
ordained on 30 April by Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale, amidst the 
new Nuncio, Peter Wells and 
Cardinal Wilfrid Napier.

Demographics of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg

The Archdiocese has about 890 000 
Catholics in a total population of 
3.4 million people. It has 140 
priests, 56 permanent deacons, and 
over 100 religious. 5 000 people 
are expected to attend the  
ordination.

Auxiliary Bishops  
in Johannesburg 

Auxiliary Bishop Fanyana Butelezi 
between 1972-1975, serving under 
the administration of Bishop Hugh 
Boyle.
Auxiliary Bishop Reginald 
Orsmond in 1983, serving under 
the administration of Bishop Joseph 
Fitzgerald.(He was appointed 
Bishop a year thereafter)
Auxiliary Bishop Zithulele 
Mvemve between 1986-1994 under 
the administration of Bishop 
Orsmond. (He was appointed 
Bishop of Klerksdorp thereafter).

Continued from page 1.

Continued from page 1.

families need to be more involved in the 
formation for family ministry while formation of 
seminarians needs to be improved so that they 
better understand married life.

Engaged couples certainly need preparation 
for marriage. Catholic couples should seek to 
accompany young couples in the first years of 
married life. While the Pope regards divorce as 
an evil, the most important pastoral task of the 
church is to help families to strengthen their 
love and help them to heal wounds. 

The document deals with the education of 
children and sees family life in an educational 
context. Parents cannot and should not control 
every situation that the child may experience. 
What is most important is the ability to lovingly 
help them grow in freedom, maturity, overall 
discipline, and real autonomy. The Pope wants 
to know does the expression, “safe sex” indicate 
a negative attitude as if an eventual child were 
an enemy to be protected against. 

Finally, the Pope teaches that all family life is  
a “shepherding in mercy” each of us by our love 
and care, leaves a mark on the lives of others. 
He says it is a profound spiritual experience to 
contemplate our loved ones with the eyes of 
God and to see Christ in them. 

+ Archbishop William Slattery OFM

ADNews held a very 
successful photo-
graphic and editorial 
workshop on 16 April. 
About 30 people 
attended and were very 
impressed with the 
photographic skills 
passed on to them by 
The Star photographer, 
Tim Bernard and former ADNews editor Judy 
Stockill. Readers can look forward to seeing 
their submis-
sions in future 
editions.

From left: Judy 
Stockill, Rosanna 

Kinloch, 
Tshegofatso 

Makhudu, Mpho 
Tshinyolo and 

Yuresha Perumal

Tim Bernard showing 
the intrigued class 

how to crop a photo

St Catherine of Siena and St Eugene 
de Mazenod, Eldorado Park Easter  
celebrations. Mass was celebrated by  
Fr Paul Beukes OMI. 

Photo by Yusuf Bowes

Mystic, prophet and artist, 
Vassula Ryden was recently 

in the country on her eighth visit. 
On 2 April, she delivered a talk at 
St Martin’s de Porres, Craighall 
Park. The event was graced by 
Bishop Peter Holiday of the 
Kroonstad diocese, Fr Sylvester, 
Fr George Coconas from the 
Greek Orthodox church, parish 
priest, Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld 
and the faithful from as far as 
Durban and Swaziland. Fr Shaun 
welcomed everybody reminding 
all that it was a ‘God-incidence’ 
that they were there.

The talk was preceded by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer in 
ancient Aramaic – the exact words 
Jesus used in His human nature.

Vassula is a member of the 
Greek Orthodox church. Although 
as a child she’d had signs that God 
wanted to use her, it wasn’t until 
1985 that her mystical journey 
with God began. “I have chosen 
you as a blank canvass which I 
will fill with my messages.” God 
said to her. These messages are 
known as True Life in God 
(TLIG). TLIG is really a call to 
repentance, prayer, unity, peace 
and reconciliation. With over 1 
000 presentations, Vassula has 
addressed Christians and non-
Christian. She has been honoured 
for spreading peace and harmony 
in the world. Each one is given a 
mission to love God, serve Him 
and love one another.

“God lives in each and every 
one of us. He gives Himself 
without reservation to humanity. 
Yet few love Him the way the first 
commandment calls us to. God 
wants us to thirst and long for him 

as He wants to inflame our hearts 
so that we can love Him the way 
He wants us to. However, we 
should not forget that He is holy 
and should practise fear of the 
Lord through respect, adoration 
and kneeling,”she said.

The biggest service we can 
give to God is bring one soul 
back to Him. That is why 
evangelisation is so important, 
she said.

Her publications have been 
translated into over 42 languages 
by volunteers.

Vassula receives no personal 
royalties, fees or benefits for her 
efforts stating that Jesus gives 
freely so should she. She also 
gave a talk at Our Lady of 
Lebanon, Mulberton prior to her 
presentations in Cape Town.

Lerato Mohone

Vassula Ryden

‘God lives in 
each and every 
one of us’

Palm Sunday 
– Zola

The Year of Mercy and the 
Lenten period calls on us to 

be merciful to others and give 
alms. And so, during Lent, the 
young adults of Holy Cross, Zola 
decided to put this into practise. 

They arranged that the elderly 
who no longer attend Mass due 
to old age and infirmity be 
ferried to and from church. This 
also meant they had to help them 
get inside the church, ensuring 
they were comfortable during 
Mass.  

They plan to do this again in 
September, when the parish 
celebrates its feast day. 

Lerato Mohone

The elderly making their way  
into church.

Easter Vigil 
Eldorado Park

Easter Vigil 
Eldorado Park

Tim Bernard demonstrating to 
participants how to take photos.
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We celebrate birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries of the 
following priests and deacons. 
Bishop Zithulele Mvemve also 

celebrates his birthday this month! 
Let’s pray for them in thanking 

God for the gift they are to us and 
our families.

Fr Michel Meunier 23-05-70
Fr John Thompson 26-05-79
Fr Raphael Ntlou 19-05-97 
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi 03-05-03
Fr Malesela Dikgale 03-05-03
Fr Pawel Michalowski 24-05-03 
Fr Simphiwe Kheswa 29-05-04
Fr Arvin Tauro 05-05-08
Fr’ Nathi Nkabinde 23-05-09
Fr Manuel M. Ortega 14-05-11
Fr Emmanuel Kway 08-05-14
 

5th Rev Peter French
6th Fr Cinema Inueiua
7th Fr Manuel Martinez Ortega
8th Fr Johnson Ugwu                                 
09th Fr Vincent Pienaar 
 Fr Malcolm McLaren
13th Rev Ryszard Malinowski 
 Rev Michael Carroll
14th Fr Zweli Mlotshwa
15th Fr Simphiwe Kheswa
16th Fr Shaun Carls
20th Fr Ivaldo Bettin 

Fr Raymond McQuarrie
21st Rev Henry Handgraaf 

Rev Victor Ho 
Fr Christophe Boyer 
Fr Il Sup Shin

24th Fr Michel Meunier
27th Fr Mathias Kaliisa
29th Fr Eugene Oguamanam 
 Rev Brian Walsh
31st  Bishop Zithulele Mvemve 

Rev Wally Adams

1st Rev Kevin Kilroe  
2nd Fr Victor Kotze
5th Fr Boniface D’Souza

We Celebrate with 
our Priests

Ordinations

Birthdays in May

... and in early June

... and in early April

11

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD

DEADLINE FOR MAY ISSUE 
10 APRIL 

Published by the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg,  

Pvt Bag X10, Doornfontein, 2028. 
186 Nugget St, Berea. 
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Distributed to all parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.

Editor: Anna Cox 
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AD news

JOIN the ADNews
group and get 

up-to-date notices

Mercy Retreats 
         for
Parishes, Sodalities 
Prayer Groups

TOPICS:
• Forgiveness; Our God; A Tale of Two Altars
• Journey from Brokenness to Wholeness
• Healing and Compassion
• Tax collector – Centurion – The Way

Contact Br Mike Chalmers cfc  
Catholic Bible Foundation • Phone 011 435 7488

26 Jesus also said, “This is what 
the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. 27 
Night and day, whether he sleeps 
or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know 
how. 28 All by itself the soil 
produces grain--first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full grain 
in the ear. 29 As soon as the grain 
is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 
because the harvest has come.” 

30 Again he said, “What shall 
we say the kingdom of God is like, 
or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? 31 It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest seed 
you plant in the ground. 32 Yet 
when planted, it grows and 
becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches 
that the birds of the air can perch 
in its shade.” (Mark 4: 26 – 32)

In the first parable, attention is 
placed on the fact that the seed, 
sown in the earth, takes root and 
develops on its own, whether the 
farmer is asleep or keeping watch. 
He has confidence in the power of 
the seed and in the fertility of the 
soil. The seed is the symbol of the 
Word of God, whose fruitfulness 
is recalled in this parable. As the 
humble seed grows in the earth, so 
does the Word work with the 
power of God in the hearts of 
those who listen. God has 
entrusted his Word to “our earth”, 
to each one of us. The Word of 
God is growing within us and we 
are destined to become the “full 
grain in the ear.” (v. 28)  

We can be confident that we 
will, “bear fruit, more fruit and 
much fruit.” (John 15: 8) God 
Himself makes the seed sprout 
and mature through ways that we 
“do not know.” (v. 27). All this 
tells us that it is always God who 
makes his Kingdom grow, that is 
why we pray “your Kingdom 
come”. (Matthew 6: 10)  We are 
His co-workers, who rejoice in  
the divine creative action and  
wait patiently for the fruits. The 
Word of God grows in us, it gives 
us life. 

The second parable uses the 
imagery of the mustard seed. 
Despite being the smallest of all 
the seeds, it is full of life and 
grows until it becomes “the largest 
of plants” (Mark 4: 32). The 
Kingdom of God seems small and 
apparently irrelevant. To become a 
part of it, one must be poor of 
heart; not trusting in our own 
abilities but in the power of the 
love of God; not acting to be 
important in the eyes of the world, 
but precious in the eyes of God, 
who prefers the simple and the 
humble. When we live like this, 
the strength of Christ bursts 
through us and transforms what is 
small and modest into a reality 
that leavens the entire world.

An important teaching comes 
from these two parables: the 
Kingdom of God requires our 
collaboration but it is above all an 
initiative and gift of the Lord. Our 
efforts may seem small in 
comparison to the problems of the 
world but be assured that “Good 
Will Triumph” when we work 
alongside the Lord.  His love will 
sprout and nourish every seed of 
goodness present in the earth.

Never loose trust and hope, 
despite the tragedies, the injustices 
and sufferings that we witness. 
The seed of goodness and peace 
sprouts and develops because the 
merciful love of God makes it 
mature.

Remember that, “Christ is truly 
present in his Word. Recognising 
him requires a gaze of faith which 
is acquired through frequent 
reading of the Word of God.”  
(St John Paul ll)

90 Seed Parables

Ordination of Monsignor Peter Wells 
as Archbishop
Some representatives of South African seminarians studying in Rome 
who attended the ordination of Monsignor Peter Wells on 11 February. 
He is the Senior American official in the Roman Curia, raised as Nuncio to 
South Africa and Botswana. Over the past 14 years, the Nuncio has given 
loyal and dedicated service to three popes. Astute and hardworking, 
Msgr Wells has always kept a low profile and has been duly credited with 
exercising a strong, bold and positive influence in developing the Vati-
can’s response to the sexual abuse of minors by clergy when it emerged . 
He speaks German, Italian and English fluently. 

“I urge you to serve each other 
and serve others…” 

– Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, surrounded 

by deans and the Vicar General.

Fr Johannes with his altar servers.

A full Cathedral and beautiful 
music greeted the Mass of the 
renewal of vows for priests 

on 24 March.  The Chrism Mass, 
celebrated in this Archdiocese each 
year on Holy Thursday, is noted for 
bringing together representatives 
of parishes from every part of 
the Archdiocese, as well as their 
priests. All priests at the liturgy of 
Holy Thursday renew their vows of 
obedience and service to the Bishop 
and then join the concelebration of 
Mass; a palpable sign of the church’s 
unity and integrity. During the 
blessing of the holy oils, Archbishop 
Buti prayed over enormous jars of 
precious olive oil, consecrating them 
for the specific use of anointing the 
sick, marking the faithful at baptism 
and strengthening candidates and 
confirmation and ordination. Once 
blessed, the vessels of the oils were 
taken to a basement room in the 
Cathedral to be decanted into smaller 
jars for priests to take back to their 
parishes for use in administering the 
sacraments. Because Chrism oils are 
created fresh annually, any leftover 

oils must be discarded. Some 
parishes opt to burn them during 
the Easter Vigil. 

Archbishop Buti called upon 
priests and encouraged them to 
persevere through hardships and 
to further embrace compassion 
and mercy to the people they are 
serving. The Archbishop gave his 
opinion on the Brussels bombing 
incident and labelled the incident 
as “the age of war coming to haunt 
humanity”.

“People are distracted by sense-
less, destructive and never-ending 
war and people are exposing their 
hardened hearts,” he added.  

Fr Jordan Ngondo, a Chaplain at 
Correctional services, he said: “It is 
good to renew my priestly ministry 
and to have some time to bond 
with my fellow priests.” He added 
that he not only catches up with 
other clergy, but also gets to renew 
acquaintances with parishioners of 
churches he has previously assisted.

At the start of Mass, the Arch-
bishop asked that the congregation 
and presby terium pray for the 
repose of Lerato Mphuthi, daughter 
of Annastacia Mphuthi who works 
at the Office of Divine Worship and 
Liturgy in the Chancery, and who 
tragically died in a car accident that 
week. 

Lebo WA Majahe

The Archbishop breathes into the jar 
symbolising the action of the Holy Spirit 
upon these materials to accomplish the 
work which God intends. The oil of 
Chrism, distinct by having being mixed 
with resin balsam, giving it a sweet per-
fumed fragrance.

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants. See www. 
epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill.pdfCoLA 

082 609 6919
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On Saturday, 14 May hundreds 
of Catholics will be taking to 

the Johannesburg streets again. 
This will be the 17th time and the 
10th time in succession that this 
pilgrimage will be taking place. 
The pilgrimage on foot celebrates 
the apparitions of Our Lady to 
three shepherd children in the 
hamlet of Fatima in Portugal. 

On the 13 May 1917, Our Lady 
first appeared to three poor shep-
herd children. During the appari-
tions that took place over six 
months, Mary under the title of 
“Our Lady Queen of the Rosary,” 
appealed for prayer, conversion 
and peace in the world.

“Since these apparitions, 
millions of people have changed 
their lives positively and come to 
practice the messages of Fatima,” 
explained co-convener of the 
pilgrimage, Manny de Freitas. 
“Because those apparitions took 
place in Portugal, the Portuguese 

community has a special devotion 
to Our Lady of Fatima.”

To mark these Marian 
apparitions, the Blessed Sacrament 
parish, Malvern East, led by 
parish priest Fr Tony Daniels OMI 
will be undertaking a pilgrimage 
on foot. This pilgrimage will start 
from the church on the corner of 
Geldenhuis and Mullins roads, 
Malvern East on Saturday, 14 
May at 18:30. It ends with Holy 
Mass at the Schoenstatt Shrine at 
the corner of Van Buuren and 
Florence roads, Bedfordview.

“All are invited. We are aiming 
at beating last year’s estimated 
attendance of 2 000 pilgrims,” 
said de Freitas.

Those interested are requested 
to wear comfortable shoes and to 
bring a candle. 

For further information, contact: 
Manny de Freitas, co-convener of 
the Fatima Pilgrimage 
082 788 6824

Commemorating Divine Mercy  
Sunday, the parish of St Angela, Dob-
sonville launched its Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. Parishioners recited the  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy as usual before 
Mass. Fr Jordan Ngondo, who is cur-
rently assisting at the parish, in his 
homily gave a background on why 
Pope Francis named this year a Jubilee 
Year. He spoke very strongly against 
the marginalisation of society. He took 
the opportunity to encourage parish-
ioners to get indulgence by walking 
through the Holy Door and to make 
time to go and pray at the ‘pilgrimage 
church’ of St Peter Claver, Pimville, 

Fr Jordan Ngondo with Lesego  
Zikhali, an altar server presenting the 

banner to parishioners.

The Jubilee Year 
of Mercy Launch 
– Dobsonville

Right: Fr Ngondo about to light the Year of Mercy 
candle, before parishioners recited the St Faustina 

prayer, the great saint of the mercy of God.

which is where the door is. Every Thursday 
throughout the Jubilee Year there will be 
various faith talks and sessions of prayer led 
and confessions heard. Fr Ngondo added 
that during this Jubilee Year, all would find 
the joy to rediscover and render fruitful the 
mercy of God, with which we are all called 
to give consolation to every man and 
woman of our time. by Lebo WA Majahe

Fatima Five Saturdays to take 
place for the third time

After the success of the Five Fatima Saturdays last year which 
grew from the previous year, the Five Fatima Saturdays will 
again take place this year, now in its third year. Our Lady of 

Fatima requested that the Rosary be prayed on the first Saturday of five 
consecutive months, from June – the month after the first apparition in 
Fatima – until October which is the other special Marian month. 

 This will take place at 17h00 in Blessed Sacrament, Malvern East 
before the 17h30 Mass. The dates for these Saturdays are 4 June,  
2 July, 6 August, 3 September and 1 October.                 Manny de Freitas       

P rimary school learners, 
educa-tors and parents took 
to the swimming pool in 

the school’s annual swim-a-thon 
in March. The event raised 
approximately R73 000 which 
will go towards the upgrade of the 
existing sporting facilities.  

The swim-a-thon is a fun way 
of including all swimmers, from 
the beginners to the confident 
swimmers, said Robyn Picas, 
principal of the primary school. 

“Physical education and parti-
cularly swimming, is an integral 
part of our curriculum. Swim-
ming develops coordination, 
muscle strength and flexibility.  
For these reasons, we encourage 
all our learners to participate in 
swimming lessons,” she said. 

For more information on Sacred 
Heart College, visit  

Parents and 
children swim to 
raise funds

Fatima Pilgrimage 
set to be the largest to date

www.sacredheart.co.za 
or contact Lynn Walker on 
011 487 9008 for more 
information.

The Immaculate Conception move-
ment does have a few men. They 

were spotted on 2 April at the Cathedral.
This is a movement of both women 

and men and everyone is welcome. 
The founder is St Maximilian Kolbe 

whose mission was to tell the world 
about Mother Mary.

Any gentleman from the ages of 19 
years upward can join just to learn about 
the teachings of Mother Mary and  
St Maximilian.

New members of the Sacred Heart 
were welcomed at St Theresa, Zondi. 

From left, chairperson Mrs Ngidi, 
Macy, Thapelo and Vumile and  

Deacon Edward Nyembe in white. 

Proud male members

RETREAT
Catechumens, candidates, sponsors 
and catechists from St Theresa, Zondi 
attended a retreat at the Mazenod  
Centre, hosted by Fr Benno Singer. 
All agreed it was a fruitful retreat 
during which they grew spiritually. 

New Members


