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Lebone and Lesedi Khunou.

T

Bringing The Light
to the world

he Khunou twins, Lesedi
and Lebone’s names are
synonyms for the word
‘light’ in Sesotho/Setswana.
This is what their stage name
“The Light” is derived from.
“We think our mother, Elizabeth
Khunou, was just inspired by the
Holy Spirit when she named us.
“Another reason for the moniker
is that Jesus Christ declared that
He is the Light. Thus, we wanted
to bring His light to people
through our voices,” said Lebone.
As I observe them interacting
with various people from their
home parish, St Hubert’s,
Alexandra, I notice that they truly
live up to their names.
They describe their sound as
contemporary gospel music. “It
has a rhythm and blues (R&B) feel
to it. However, it transcends age,
genres and also people who enjoy
secular music are touched by it.
“Working with your twin sister
has its perks. When one is down,
the other one is ready to lift her
up. When it comes to
performances, our vocal
personalities are complementary.
My voice is ‘calmer and sweet’,
whilst Lesedi’s is ‘louder and
edgier’”, said Lebone.
“Also, whilst I have short
breath, Lesedi can hold a note
longer,” she continued.
It was natural for them to pursue
gospel music as “you are blessed
so you could be a blessing to
others,” said Lesedi.
“We have been in all the St
Hubert’s choirs and have used our
singing talent for the church,”
Lebone finished-off the sentence.
Their single, O tla Ntshedisa, is
on high rotation on Radio Veritas.
The song has also been added to
the Alex FM playlist.
As Matthew 15 says, you do
not light a lamp and then put it
under a bushel basket; it is set on
a lampstand, where it gives light
to all in the house. Give light to
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as many people as possible thus
aspire to sing for the Pope and at
the World Youth Day.
Although they have full-time
jobs, Lebone is a project manager
whilst Lesedi is in marketing and
communications, God grants
them a “25-hour” day, they said.
“As dedicated Catholics, we
aim to evangelise through the
church’s rich hymns. Catholicism
is so cool and we aim to prove
it.”
People can look forward to
popular hymns like Tlo ho Rona
and Ikelelloeng in their 12-track
CD titled “Filled with hope”.
However, they will be giving
them a twist ala The Light, they
said.
They say they have received
nothing but love and support.
As they walk me out, they
decide to play the song for the
elderly Sr Eugene CSA. As the
instrumentals come on, Sr
Eugene asks, “Le bina kae?”
Roughly translated, “Where are
you singing?” (sic).
Lesedi requests her to listen as
she puts the phone next her ear.
Sr Eugene listens to the song.
She bows her head. I notice her
shoulders shake a little as she
moves her hand to wipe her eyes.
The twins embrace her in a group
hug and assure her “it is okay”.
Their CD was launched on
25 June. They will be bringing it
to the masses by visiting various
parishes.
For bookings, people can email
them:
thelighttwins@gmail.com
Follow them on their facebook
page The Light

Lerato Mohone

This month ADNews starts
advertising Catholic
profressionals in every field
of business on page 2 –
let us support Catholics
in business.
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Marian shrines are God’s
gifts to witness our faith
The artist impression of the multipurpose hall.

S

hrines have a special
significance in salvation
history. The lives of many
saints and great servants of the
Lord were renewed by pilgrimages to shrines. The concept of
pilgrimages has gained popularity over the years. By its
nature, pilgrimage entails sacrifice where people leave the
comfort of their homes to seek
God. Those who have the financial means travel great distances.
However, we are blessed to have
a Shrine in our Archdiocese
where everyone, rich and poor
alike, can make a pilgrimage.
The Shrine fundraising commit-

Target: R25 million

MOTHER OF
MERCY SHRINE
Donations
to date
July - R6 966 141
June - R4 563 973
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tee meets monthly to coordinate
the various fund raising
initiatives. A major fund raiser
currently running is the sale of
raffle tickets with the draw prize
of a Toyota Corolla 1.6. Already
parishes and different groups are
selling the tickets. To purchase a
ticket speak to your PPC/PFC
chairpersons.
Close to R7 million has been
collected so far. In a few weeks
the building of an ablution block
should commence to cater for the

needs of pilgrims. The Mother of
Mercy Shrine will promote the
devotion to Our Lady in the
Archdiocese. It will offer the
faithful an opportunity to learn
about the love of Our Lady. It
will provide refuge from our
hectic and sometimes spirituallydeprived lives. In particular, the
shrine will create a conducive
atmosphere for Catholics in
Johannesburg to witness to their
common faith in Jesus and Mary.
Lebo WA Majahe

Logo slogan and statue competition
Mother of Mercy Marian Shrine and Pastoral Centre
The Mother of Mercy Marian shrine project committee invites all Catholics
in the Archdiocese to take part in the 2017 Mother of Mercy Marian
Shrine slogan, logo and statue design contest. Original drawings or logo
designs should be submitted under the title in accordance with the
theme “Mary Mother of Mercy”.
Specifications of the design and slogan:
• The design should be simple, attractive and easily identified.
• The design must depict something of relevance or authentic to the
Archdiocese.
• The design should be restricted to only four principal colours or less
The Mother of Mercy statue:
• The design of the statue should be easily identified with Johannesburg
• The colour should reflect the colours of Our Lady.
For full info click on this link: http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/mother-ofmercy-logo-competition/ or you can use http://bit.ly/MarianShrine
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Relics and
veneration of the
saints
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

depositing relics within altars
which are fixed and dedicated.
Canons 1235 – 1239 of the
Code of Canon Law govern how
‘Is it true that Catholics have body altars are made and dedicated.
parts buried in the churches?’
Paragraph 5 of the Order of the
Although some readers may find it Dedication of a Church sets out
rules for relics in altars: The relics
rather gruesome, I have kept the
must be authentic. It is better to
original wording of this question.
have no relics than to have some
Not only does it show a curiosity
doubtful origin. The relics must be
about relics, but it provides a
fascinatingly different perspective. large enough to be recognisable as
belonging to a human body. Relics
Given the international trade in
are no longer to be set into the
body parts and the occasional
surface of the altar but are to be
‘muti murder’, how do others
buried under the table top or in the
perceive our veneration of saints
and the organised ‘world tours’ of ground beneath the altar
depending on the design. Relics
their relics?
are not to be placed in movable
Catholic legend tells us that
altars.
when Christians were persecuted
The Ceremonial of Bishops, an
in imperial Rome they fled to the
official
book containing the rules
catacombs where they celebrated
for
bishops’
liturgies, describes
the Mass on the tombs of the
how
relics
are
to be deposited
martyrs. Modern research shows
during
the
dedication
of an altar.
that it is highly unlikely that
The
ceremony
is
to
be recorded
Christians spent lengthy periods in
and
a
copy
of
the
records
to be
the catatombs, and they certainly
buried
with
the
relics.
This
did not have sufficient room there
ensures that if these are ever
for large gatherings. What is
uncovered in the future, people
certain is that the dead were
will know what they are and when
originally buried outside the city
they were placed there.
but when Rome came under
It is also permitted to bury
sporadic attack those who could
people
beneath the floor of the
afford it brought the remains of
church.
This custom is not to be
their loved ones into the city to be
confused
with burying relics. It is
re-interred in safer surroundings.
still
common
practice to bury a
Christians first venerated their
deceased
bishop
inside his
martyrs and later their deceased
cathedral.
The
building
of the new
bishops and other holy people.
and
rather
huge
cathedral
in Los
People prayed at the tombs of
Angeles
was
partly
financed
by
the saints, built churches over
the
sale
of
burial
sites
in
the
crypt
them, and later removed their
where Hollywood legends will
remains to newer churches.
Roman pilgrims returned from the one day await the resurrection
alongside other rich and famous
Holy Land with what they
believed to be pieces of the Cross, Catholics! Canon Law #1239
the manger of Bethlehem, and the forbids burying corpses beneath
an altar and where this was done
bones of New Testament saints,
in the past, it is unlawful to celeall of which were enshrined in
brate Mass at that altar.
churches. As Roman customs
Many modern people find relics
spread across Europe, people in
very
off-putting but these ‘body
other cities wanted relics of their
parts’
are evidence of an
patron saints to place in their
incarnated faith which does not
altars. This is how the bodies of
divide the spiritual from the
the saints came to be divided up
physical but which reveres the
and shared about. This
dismembering was quite common, remains which once embodied our
but is often misunderstood. It also religious heroes. We all have the
responsibility to draw the line
is open to abuse, leading to the
between veneration and
trade in many ‘relics’ of doubtful
superstition so that people may
authenticity.
At times in Church history it has grow in this incarnated faith and
in the expectation of the
been considered necessary to
resurrection.
celebrate Mass at an altar
containing relics. This led to
Do you have a question
missionaries carrying ‘altar stones’
about the Liturgy?
with them on their journeys so
You are welcome to send
that whatever table or rock they
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
used as an altar, the chalice and
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
the paten would rest on a slab
• e-mail
containing a relic.
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
Today priests have been freed of
• fax 011 402-6406
much of this medieval accretion,
yet contemporary liturgical
documents still speak about
his month’s question comes
from a teenager at a
Catholic high school.
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F

Workshop
on child
protection

or the 103rd World Refugee
Day message, Pope Francis
focussed on child migrants,
the vulnerable and refugees.
In light of the Archdiocesan for
Migrants and Refugee Day and the
Pope’s message, various organisations, the Department of Pastoral
Care for Migrants and Refugees,
Jesuit Refugee Service, Bienvenu
Shelter and Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa
conducted a workshop on child
protection for the community at
the Cathedral on 15 June.
Bienvenu Shelter director,
Sr Kadia Prigol mscs, in her
welcoming remarks said: “I hope
we will work together to protect
children who are vulnerable and
depend on us to live their lives
with dignity.”
Nicole Breen from the Joburg
Child Welfare said rights relevant
to a child include children who are
non-nationals. These are equality,
dignity, name and nationality,
access to food, shelter and healthcare, not to be abused, neglected,
degraded and having the best
interests of the child at heart.
“Statelessness is when a person
Palesa Setsubi practising
“separating at source”.

Participants at
the workshop.

does not have a claim to any
nationality,” said Lusungu
Kanyama-Phiri from Lawyers for
Human Rights. Registration of
birth is one way of avoiding
statelessness.
She said all states require proof
of where the child was born and
to whom. Some of the impacts of
statelessness include challenges
in enrolling into schools, access
to medical care and public
services.
Ace Maunatlala, Pastoral
Care’s volunteer and also an
employee at the Department of
Home Affairs said he was
impressed that the workshop was
mostly attended by women, but
wished to encourage them to
involve their partners/spouses.
He said it is important to
document the birth of a child.

“People are given 30 days to
register the birth of a child.
Failure to do so, on day 31, your
child could be registered for a
late registration of birth.”
If both parents are nonnationals, they should have their
documents in order, otherwise the
Department of Home Affairs will
not issue a record to prove birth
of child in the country.
Sr Maria De Lurdes mscs gave
a vote of thanks to all the
organisations and participants for
making the workshop a success.
Sr Therese Musao mscs closed
the workshop with a prayer.
If you feel that a right of a
child you know is being violated,
people can contact 011 298 9500.
Lerato Mohone

Annual Youth
Conference
Fr Thabo during
his presentation.

Top right: Our Lady of Fatima’,
South Hills youth preparing for
the talent show.

Y

Right: Young people
from St Pius.

oung people gathered at
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle on
10 June for the annual Archdiocese of Johannesburg Catholic
Youth Conference (AJCYC). This
year’s theme was “God loves me”
– Luke 1: 49. Speakers included
Fr Theodore Macupe who presented
on the main topic.
Speakers spoke on a number of
topics.
Joseph Dube from the Justice and
Peace department spoke on one of
the department’s project objectives
– environmental justice. This in
response to Pope Francis’ call for us
to care for our common home – the
environment. He encouraged the
assembly to practise separation at
source. This means sorting out
recyclable waste materials. “Selling
glass and plastics could be a way of
raising about R500 000 for the
Mother of Mercy Shrine that Archbishop Buti Tlhagale has asked for,
from the youth of the Archdiocese,”
he suggested. Young people were
divided into groups which spoke on
different topics.
Fr Thabo Motshegwa spoke on
the Creed. “When we say the Creed,
we make a statement of faith. You
declare what you hold as true and
should thus be said with conviction.
“We believe in the forgiveness of
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sins. The Pope is the servant of the
servants of God, therefore, he also
goes for confession. Priests also
confess their sins to brother priests,
so young people should embrace
the sacrament of reconciliation
regularly,” he said in conclusion.
Fr Deneys Williamson spoke on
morality. “The world defines freedom as being able to choose.”
He continued: “Freedom and
morality are connected. When we
abuse freedom, we become less
free. For example, we may become
addicted and then find it hard to
leave what we have become
addited to. Only God can give deep
joy,” he said.
Vocations was covered by
Sr Esther-Maris Okoro from the
vocations department. She was
assisted by three young men who
are beginning the process to
priesthood. These orientation
students from St Francis Xavier,
Cape Town were Brs Kagiso,
Sechaba and Bongi.
Sr Esther defined a vocation as
the call of God and a person
responding to that call in a stable
form of life.
Br Kagiso played a moving video
of mass ordination of young men
to the priesthood. Although he was
in the army, he said God has always

called him to serve his people
through the priesthood. He
decided to continue Christ’s
mission on earth by answering the
call of God.
Holy matrimony in the Catholic
Church is a covenant between male
and female and they both have to
be baptised, said Br Sechaba.
Br Bonga spoke about religious/
consecrated life. This vocation is for
males and females. They profess
vows of poverty, obedience and
chastity. By poverty the church
does not mean you live in squalor,
but a simple, humble life. That
means no iPhone and the Holy
Spirit can be your wifi, he said.
On discernment, Fr Jorge Guerra
said it is a process of making a
decision of what God wants a
person to be. A person needs to
look at their passions, talents and
personality. “Know what you can
do, but also be open to challenging
yourself,” he said.
After lunch, the youth took part
in the AJCYC Got Talent creative
competition.
The day ended with a concelebrated Mass led by the episcopal
vicar for youth, Fr Victor Ngwenya.
Lerato Mohone

More pics on page 8.
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Our seminarians behind
the Shrine building project!

World Refugee Day

The Magnificat…currently on sale in parishes.

O

ur seminarians, studying in
St John Vianney seminary have
recorded a CD with beautiful singing entitled “The Magnificat by
Seminarians of Johannesburg
Archdiocese”. The idea, explained
Fr Phuti Makgabo, came about two
years ago when he was on his way
to South Africa from Rome. The
project is meant to be continuous,
with the aim of putting Catholic
music out to the public.
“The desire is to address the
presence of Catholics in gospel
music, even for Catholics themselves as there are very few known
Catholic artists in the country.
Catholic theology has to be heard
not only from classrooms and pulpits, but from other platforms as
well. Due to a shortage of music in
stores, Catholics often have to sing
for themselves to fulfil their yearn
to praise at their convenience.” This
CD comes in response to this shortage. This recording project is meant
not only to contribute to the diffusion of Catholic music, but also to
encourage other Catholics in glorifying the Lord by singing in our
homes, cars and wherever gospel
lovers may be found.
This project is the seminarians’
way of showing that they are one
with the Archdiocese behind the
building project of the Shrine,
home for our beloved Mother of
Mercy. The CDs will be distributed

to parishes and will be sold at a
reasonable cost. All proceeds will
go towards the shrine project.
Challenges were encountered
executing this project, not least
being the time and venue where it
was recorded, he said.
”We had to work with what was
available – people were not on
hand at the same time due to other
commitments. Half of the CD was
recorded in Johannesburg when
people were home on holiday and
the other portion was done at the
seminary studios. The project was
completed in Rome. A temporary
studio was set up at the Mopeloa’s
residence.
After persuing a number of avenues to fund the project without
success, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
gladly came to the rescue. A special
thank you to the female voice of
Puleng Tsieane featured on the
CD, a parishioner of St Albert in
Vosloorus.
Although there are a lot of fundraising activities currently taking
place in support of the Shrine, we
ask you to also support this initiative by our future priests. We are
committed to ensuring we meet
our R25 million target by next year.
To get a copy for your parish,
kindly call Lebo at the Chancery
011 402-6400 or Mlungisi Mabe on
078-6988687.
Lebo WA Majahe

Gihozo Cultural Group, originally from Rwanda.

W

orld Refugee Day is
celebrated on 20 June
to raise awareness on
the plight of women, men and
children who flee persecution,
famine, war and other catastrophes, from their countries of
origin. The City of Johannesburg,
the Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees,
Bienvenu Shelter, Jesuit Refugee
Service and other humanitarian
agencies gathered at the Cathedral
hall to observe this day.
The episcopal vicar for the
department of Pastoral Care and
Migrants, Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs,
gave the opening and welcome.
Representing the City of
Johannesburg was Cllr Mpho
Phalatse. In her keynote address
she said, “If you have never been
in a situation where you have
been forced to leave the comfort

S

“

Cllr Mpho Phalatse flanked by
Sr Maria de Lurdes mscs and
Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs.

of your home, you will never
understand the predicament
refugees find themselves in.
“The City of Johannesburg
takes the plight of refugees very
seriously and has established
migrant help desks in seven
regions. The aim is to ensure that
refugees and asylum seekers are
received warmly and informed of
their rights.
Mpho also spoke against the

manner in which refugees are
treated in host countries. She said
out of fear of lack and insecurities, locals are wont to exhibit
xenophobic tendencies towards
refugees. “Our aim is to help
locals change the manner in
which they perceive non-nationals
and to help refugees understand
the position of locals.”
Asylum seekers and refugees
need to participate meaningfully
in government programmes. They
should be able to visit libraries if
there is one and be welcome to be
part of the Integrated Development Plan processes.
“As government we are legislated to engage with citizenry and
they perhaps have solutions for
the city as refugees also bring
with them skills and talents,”
she said.
Lerato Mohone

Seminar for Women

eminar for Women” is
the brainchild of
Siphiwe “Gabhadiya”
Moloi who is a Catholic radio
practitioner by profession and
technical producer at Radio
Veritas.
He lost his mother in 2008 from
a long illness and now that she is
no longer present in his life, he
realised how many children do
not value their mothers and
parents generally.
Hence the idea to host the
Women’s Seminar in celebration
of Mother’s Day on the 14 May.
Women came out in their
numbers to support this initiative.
The following speakers shared
their insights:
*Nomaswazi Kambule: It’s
never too late to start developing
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Pastoral Care volunteers, Senghor Mututele,
Bienvenu Boleko and Didier Buwani.
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yourself. Personal development is
very critical in one’s life and is an
ongoing process. Education is one
of the key ways to the development of oneself.
*Marcia Ntobeng: It is critical to
be financially-savvy as a woman.
Find ways to multiply your
income before spending it. Saving
should be a priority in your
budgeting. Always find alternative ways to get an income.
Reference: Matthew 25vs14-30

*Mahadi Buthelezi: Marriage is
a beautiful gift and blessing from
God. However, it is not an
achievement and you are not less
worthy if you are not married.
Marriage comes with a lot of
responsibility, one that requires
you to always conduct yourself in
a way God intended you to be.

Not forgetting being a great prayer
warrior. Reference: Proverbs 31
*Moliehi Makobane: Choose to
live in your purpose. Live the life
God intended for you. Choose to
serve and not work. God will
always guide you, you do not have
to see the complete route,just the
few upcoming metres. Yours is to
believe, work consistently and
never give up because dreams do
come true.
Guests were entertained by the
The Light and poet, Manape
Ncwane.
We wish to thank everybody
who participated in the programme
and all the women for supporting
us in making this event a success.
More of these events will follow.
Siphiwe Moloi
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during one of the
In the Spirit of WorldYouth
Migrant
activities of the day.
and Refugee Week

T

he Department of Pastoral
Care for Migrants and
Refugees and the parishes
in the Archdiocese are still in the
spirit of the World Refugee Day.
The Pope invited all communities to pray and reflect about the
“Minor migrant and refugees
– the vulnerable and the voiceless”. According to UNICEF
65 million children around the
world are on the move running
from conflict, poverty and
extreme weather. They are
searching for a better life and a
place to call “home”. They are
among the most vulnerable.
Unfortunately, numbers have
been increasing. It becomes more
and more a challenge for all
humanity.
During the World Refugee
Week, in the Archdiocese, we
had the opportunity to participate
in different workshops and
events. The main debate and
formation linked to the issues
concerning the life of children.
The various activities confirm
that they are the most vulnerable.
Many of them are out of school
due to lack of documents and are
therefore stateless.
Pastoral Care, with other
organisations like the Bienvenu
Shelter, the Jesuit Refugee
Service and the Consortium for
Refugees and Migrants in South
Africa, continue to be concerned
especially about the reality of
migrant and refugee women and
children.

The focus goes in particular to
those without documents for they
become vulnerable victims
to trafficking, abuse and
exploitation. Their families often
find themselves victims of
discrimination, poverty and
social marginalisation.
We continue the same
challenge that Blessed John
Baptist Scalabrini found in his
life and ministry: “How to put a
remedy to this situation”. He
referred to the many migrants he
met. Today, we are still facing
the same reality: family and
children who become the
victims.
We are challenged to assist the
minor migrant and refugee
children. We see the need to
integrate them in our society; to
be positive actors in the process
of social inclusion and for better
social cohesion.
The Department of Pastoral
Care with these organisations are
committed to empower the
children with their families and
assist them to build a better
society.
Schooling, legal assistance for
documentation, accommodation
and emergency support are
among the many services
provided to help the children to
build up their lives in a dignified
way. Become involved through
the representatives to Pastoral
Care in all parishes.
Sr Maria de Lurdes mscs
HOD Department of Pastoral
Care and Migrants

Everybody has a role to play at Mass
Our Lady of Assumption, Molapo celebrated a special Mass with its
Special Religious Development (SPRED) group on 4 June. Faith
friends, assisted by their faith companions participated in the readings
and prayers of the faithful. Faith friends also presented a gift of a fruit
and vegetable basket to the parish priest, Fr Mandla Skhosana. After
Mass, a light breakfast was enjoyed by all.

Pics by Nesta Tsamaesi

Commemorating
Youth Day at
Don Bosco
The youth of St Anthony of
Padua, Evaton West after the
ending of the event of June
16 that was organised by the
Vaal Deanery Youth committee at Don Bosco Centre,
Walkerville. Our youth
(St Anthony of Padua)
together with the adult supporter/parish pastoral council chairperson,
Mango Tieho Mokayane-Mafojane were happy to have attended the
event and are were given the title ‘Best Poetry’ group in the Vaal Deanery.
We are looking forward to more fulfilling and uplifting spiritual youth
events.
Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi
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S

t Vincent’s School for the
Deaf in Melrose has always
been a pioneer when it
comes to addressing the various
needs of children who are deaf
and those hard of hearing.
The school is now establishing a
Family Care Centre for the Deaf.
This state-of-the-art care centre,
the first in the continent, will be
opened later in the year. It will
offer psychological and social
support, assessment, therapy,
counselling and training to deaf
and hard-of- hearing people. It will
also be a mental health care centre
and will not be limited to serving
those connected with the school.
The centre was initiated by the
school’s psychologist, Brandon
Swanepoel and the school
principal, Ingrid Parkin. Ingrid lost
her hearing at age seven and has
made it her mission to make deaf
children’s dream a reality.

St Vincent’s
Family Care
Centre
The school was the brainchild of
the Dominican Sisters. Education
has been a part of the mission of
the sisters from their time of arrival
140 years ago. This mission
included education for deaf
children as one of the original six
sisters brought with her valuable
experience of teaching deaf
children.
The school was named after St
Vincent Ferrer, a 14th century
Dominican preacher who was
renowned for restoring hearing to
deaf people.
It has both academic and
vocational sections equipping

learners to actively contribute to
the economy once they finish
school.
The school starts with preprimary phase as early exposure to
sign language is important for
future language and concept
development to matric.
The school also maintains a
connection with the world by
engaging in various awareness
activities. This is a means of
making the public cognisant of
needs of people who are deaf and
to integrate them in society. One
way in which they do this is
through their popular signing
choir which uses music and vocal
accompaniment to express itself to
the hearing using sign language.
The Family Care Centre is the
fulfilment of a dream for people
who encountered medical and
psycho-social challenges due to
Lerato Mohone
their being deaf.

Catholic
Charismatic
Renewal’s
golden jubilee
“You will make (the)
fiftieth year holy,
proclaiming freedom
throughout the land to its
inhabitants it will be a
jubilee year” Leviticus 25:10

T

he Catholic Charismatic
Renewal celebrated its
jubilee on Pentecost
Sunday at the Cathedral.
Internationally, it was its golden
jubilee. In the Archdiocese it was
its 45th year anniversary. In the
days leading to the feast, a rally
took place from 2 June.
Mass was said by Frs Joseph
Wilson, Tony Nunes, Cletus
Onwudiwe, Jean-Marie Kuzituka
Did’Ho with the vicar general of
Klerksdorp diocese, Fr Don
Bohe as the main celebrant.
In his homily, Fr Bohe said:
“It is a great day today. In the
Acts of the Apostles we read
how suddenly a sound came
from heaven like the rush of a
mighty wind filling the upper
room where Mary and the
apostles were. How tongues of
fire rested on each one of them
and immediately they received
the gift of language proclaiming
the good news.”
He continued: “Everybody
understood what they were
preaching about. They had the
power of God that Jesus had
promised to them. ‘I will send
you the Holy Spirit, the paraclete, the advocate and He will
teach you everything I have
taught you. The promise was
fulfilled.”
They grasped anew the
message of God. When you
receive the Holy Spirit you are
never the same, he added.
The Holy Spirit always
glorifies Jesus. He inspires us, he
teaches us to pray, to speak, to
be faithful to Jesus and how
glorify Jesus who is Lord and
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Collection of food items for the homeless.

Saviour, he continued.
Luke tells us Mary went to
visit Elizabeth and Elizabeth,
filled with the Holy Spirit, cried
out, “And how does this happen
to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?”
Spirit-filled people pick up the
presence of Jesus very easily.
The Holy Spirit revealed the
Lordship of Jesus who was in
Mary’s womb, he said.
“The Charismatic Renewal is a
beautiful movement that is not in

competition with others in the
church. Movements are there to
complement each other. Competition, jealousy, envy these
belongs to Galatians 5, to works
of the flesh, not of the Holy
Spirit.
“We give thanks to God for the
50 years of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. We proclaim the
Lordship of Jesus Christ and
power of the Holy Spirit,” he
concluded.
Lerato Mohone

25 May 2017
Dear Parish Priests and Chairs of PPC’s
You will have by now received the letter from the Archbishop
announcing a review of the implementation of 2008 Synod resolutions.
This evaluation is a necessary step in the preparation for the Synod
of 2019.
We have prepared a short questionnaire for you to fill in, which is
available online at the URL address below. Please cut and paste this into
your browser and it will take you to the questionnaire:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15diSfCKQZlT0LSaWIKmHfQKeIVm_
w7Td9RyAdVJaoz4/edit
If for whatever reason you are not able to go online to fill in the
questionnaire, please let the Department of Evangelization know, so
that we can send a paper version to you. Each parish need only fill in
the evaluation sheet once, and all evaluations need to be done by the
15th of August.
Yours in Christ

Fr Bruce Botha SJ, Vicar for Evangelization

NB: The parish community needs to be consulted
prior to filling in the questionnaire.

Volume 32 No 3

5

Jameson schools and
Our Lady of Fatima
Nursery School
celebrations

Vigil at the shrine site
The procession into where
the faithful gathered for
Mass.

On 13 June at 1 Main Reef Road Dersley Park, Springs,
our school had the privilege of welcoming the travelling
statue of Our Lady of Fatima to celebrate the 100 years
of apparitions to the three shepherd children in Fatima.
It was an occasion which touched the hearts of all our
learners as they sang hymns of praise, recited the Rosary
and let out balloons. They also called upon Our Lady of
Fatima for her continuous guidance and pleaded for her
intercession to her beloved Son for their studies, future
careers and many other things. We thank all those who
helped and may Our Lady of Fatima continue to lead
our school.

Inset: Bishop Duncan Tsoke blessing
those in attendance with the Blessed
Sacrament.
Left: At the break of dawn – pilgrims
from the Rustenburg diocese.
A first of it’s kind, an all-night vigil took
place in thanksgiving for everything
God has blessed us with on Saturday,
20 May at the Mother of Mercy Shrine
site. The day was organised by Fr Victor
Ngwenya of Holy Rosary, Phiri. About
20 local priests assisted in hearing
confession, with the program led by
Frs Sakhi Mofokeng, Mxolisi Hlatshayo,
Bongani Sithole, Siphiwe Kheswa and Mxolisi Hlatshwayo. The event was
attended by about 1 500 pilgrims, which saw representatives of the
Lebo WA Majahe
Rusternburg and Klerksdorp dioceses attending.

First Holy
Communion - Zondi
Congratulations to all the children
who received their First Holy Communion on the feast of Solemnity
of Corpus Christi at St Theresa,
Photo: Victor Makhoba
Zondi.

National ‘Clean
Look COOL in your
Mother of Mercy shrine t-shirts Your Room
A golf t-shirt and cap can be
bought at R300 per set.
Colourful round neck t-shirts
can be bought at R100 each.
Both t-shirts can be bought
from The Friends of the
Shrine or at the Evangelisation Department at the
Chancery.
For more info please
contact Veronica Petersen
on 011 402-6400.
Lebo WA Majahe

Day’ benefits
everyone!

O

n the 10 May, it was
“National Clean Your Room
Day”. For parents it was a
celebration – and for hoarders and
children it was a nightmare!
Pupils of De La Salle Holy
Cross College were asked to roll
up their sleeves, clean their rooms
and donate clothes and stationery
to the college’s various outreach
projects. These included toys and
sports equipment for the Lasallian
Youth Outreach projects, as well

as old cell phones, chargers and
computers for the environment
committee’s e-waste collection.
The names of everyone who contributed to this initiative were put
into a lucky draw.
“De La Salle Holy Cross
College would like to thank our
community and Doppio Zero for
their continued support of the initiatives,” said Liz van der Westhuizen, teacher in charge of the
environment committee. “Our
learners and their parents always
give so generously and with open
hearts to our various outreach and
environment initiatives,” she
added.
Lydia Orsmond, Julia O’Connor

No to women and child abuse
St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West
men’s club launched a campaign
called “Enough ... Kwanele ...
Ho lekane ... Dit is genoeg” against
the killings of women and children
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of our nation on the 18 June. Parish
priest, Fr Sergio Lorenzini was the
first to sign a pledge followed by
the club’s chairman, David Mawelela. Other members then followed.

Cailin Connell, a member of the
environment committee at De La
Salle Holy Cross College, handing
over the meal voucher prize,
sponsored by Doppio Zero, to
winner, Clara Heise (right).
The pledge will be framed and be
visible to all as a reminder to every
man in the parish that he should
not take part in the killing and
abusing of women and children.
Placards were made for the day
with different phrases against
abuse. Maboko Rametsi (centre in
grey suit) gave a speech about the
aim of the campaign which is to
bring back the dignity of men.
Young men also pledged not to
abuse women and children.
Pic: Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi
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Holy Rosary and
St Benedict’s
First Communion Candidates
at St Therese,
Edenvale.

St Catherine’s
Convent School
at St John the
Apostle, Florida.

Above: Maryvale
College visit to the
Old Age Home.
Left: McAuley House
Appreciation tea.

Veritas College, Springs.

C

atholic Schools’ Sunday was
celebrated in parishes on
20 and 21 May. Schools were
free to celebrate for a week in the
days leading up to Catholic Schools
Sunday, or in the week following on
that Sunday.
This was a great opportunity to
deepen relationships between
Catholic schools and parish communities, and to recognise the rich
diversity that exists within the
schools and across the Archdioceses and Pretoria. There were a
number of parishes where schools
had a particularly delightful
presence, and learners from various
schools could easily be identified
by their uniforms and their
participation at Mass.
The theme of ‘Catholic Education: Walking Forward Together’
dominated the many prayer
experiences, outreach events, art
and crafts and other activities that
all our Catholic schools were
involved in. There was an amazing
array of innovative and creative
ideas that were shared.
Some of these included Novenas,
prayer walks, special Masses and
assemblies, Eucharistic adoration

Catholic
Schools Week
and beautiful para-liturgies:
• appreciation events like tea with
transport and other service
providers
• visits to elderly founding
religious sisters and brothers
• teacher and secretary gratitude
days
• service outreach programmes,
food, clothing and blanket drives
• visits with the elderly at various
homes for the aged
• social and community awareness
activities
• visits to children’s homes and
informal settlements
• environmental awareness
programmes
• class picnics that focussed on the
beauty of creation
• seed planting and vegetable
gardening
Many schools involved their art
departments to assist in the design
and display of special posters,

creating stunning murals, and
identifying certain areas at schools
that were painted to create a focus
for celebrating the work of Catholic
education. Learners made rosaries,
crosses, bookmarks and prayer rock
bags.
A particular highlight during this
time was learning the theme song,
‘Walking Forward Together’ and
having young learners singing it
with great gusto and enthusiastic
actions. The visuals were hugely
entertaining, and definitely
appreciated by the gathering of
schools at the special meeting of
the Catholic Schools Board held on
Saturday, 3 June.
Each year, the range of activities
during Catholic Schools Week
grows to incorporate the great
wealth that is Catholic education.
Some schools have decided to
continue their celebrations into the
rest of the year, bearing testimony
to the pride they feel at being such
an integral part of the Catholic
Schools’ network. This bodes well
for the future of our country.
CSO Team

Assumption Convent School wins
Inter-Catholic Schools Netball Festival

Assumption Convent
School Open netball
team took part in the
Inter-Catholic Schools
Netball Festival hosted
by Holy Rosary on Saturday 29 May.
The Open team were
the defending champions. They continued a
great tradition by winning the festival, for the
third-year in a row.

Holy Rosary School’s
alumni reunion
Holy Rosary School recently held its annual alumni reunion, giving their
past pupils a chance to reminisce and to catch up. Seen here are some of
the Class of 2007, back, from left: Rachana Desai, Maxine Isherwood,
Lianna Lisinski (da Silva), Kayleigh Spurway, Stacey Proudfoot, Rachel Auckland, Calire Earley, Mandy Nienaber, Sharee Jones, and Angelique Koll (Pascoe). Front: Claudia Caetano, Sarah Macqueen, Kerri Roff (Rudolph), Angela
Mackinnon, Gina Ghisleni, Caylee Jenzen, and Andrea McCormack (Bower).

Deidre Alcock

The winning team, from left: Chelsea Martin, Nadia Sousa, Catherine Winter,
Brittany Pearson, Caitlin Lam and Courtney Westley.
In front: Reabetswe Modiga and Shaylee Bekker

Assumption Convent High School wins
Inter-Catholic Cross Country
La Salle College successfully hosted the 4th annual Catholic Schools Cross
Country event on Saturday, 3 June. Seven School’s participated in this
event with primary and high school athletes.
Assumption Convent had five primary school and nine high school
athletes participating. Assumption Convent Girls High School won the
Catholic Schools Cross Country four kilometre race and were awarded the
trophy.
Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager

Marinella Sousa

The Open team after winning the
Catholic Schools Netball Festival. Also
pictured are Mr Neville Workman
(Principal of Assumption Convent
School) and coach Sonia Henderson.

The winning ACS Open
Netball team, coach
Sonia and Principal of
Holy Rosary, Ms Belinda
Damhuis.

Volunteer : Homework Support
Bienvenu Shelter seeks the services of a volunteer
who will conduct the Homework Support Programme
classes at the Shelter's premises, 36 Terrace Road,
Bertrams. The children are aged between 7-15 years
and classes are from Monday to Friday from 14h30
to 16h00.
Interested people can call the director, Sr Kadia on
011 624 2915 or email director@bienvenushelter.org

July 2017
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The blessing of the cloaks

Mbali Gwala
Children of Mary pinned and vested

A procession before Mass led by
the Children of Mary into Kagiso 1
township.

Three younger children, still
undergoing First Communion
catechesis were pinned. Pictured
are the children and their parents,
with the Children of Mary coordinator, Mma Makatile.

The ‘service of light’ during the investiture,
where about 30 children were vested.

A

career in teaching is no
longer an attractive career
choice for young people.
However, for Mbali Gwala it is a
calling. At 26, she is probably one
of the youngest deputy principals
in the country. When I sat down
with her for the interview, it was
her second day in a new school and
a new leadership role. Just a year
ago she had been appointed head
of department.
“I have always been surrounded
by teachers, both in my family and
home parish Good Shepherd,
Protea North,” she said.
With an honours degree in
education, she specialises in
leadership and management.
Attending McAuley House in
Parktown West throughout her
schooling has shaped her. “As
learners, we were taught to strive
for excellence and to put God first
in all we embark on,” she said.
Mbali started her career, teaching

English to grades 8 to 12, now
she is teaching grade 9s.
While boys think she is cool
and tend to be taken by her looks,
girls would describe her as too
strict.
She said, “I treat them the same
way and I want my learners to be
successful in whichever way we
may define success.”
She continued, “I cannot get
them to all love Jesus. Nevertheless, I want to inspire them to
shine, to be educated and to lead.”
On the corner of her desk you
will find pictures of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and that of Mary as
well as a little statue of the Infant
Jesus of Prague.
“This presents an opportunity
for me to educate people about
my faith. I tell them Mary is our
Mother.”
Mbali is an active member of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality
and has had many roles in the

church. Currently, she heads up
the parish finance committee.
“There is a misconception
that sodalities are for old people
and that sodality uniform ages
us. This is because people are
not aware that our uniform has a
lot of meaning. For instance, the
colour red signifies the blood of
Jesus which cleanses our sins,”
she explained.
June is the month of the
Sacred Heart, meaning we unite
ourselves with, over and above,
devotion to the Sacred Heart,”
Mbali said.
When it comes to the sodality,
her position at work is not the
focus. “It is important to note
that Christ does not see rank
and the educated, but seeks our
hearts which He has love for
and stands at the door knocking
for love, irrespective of how
bad they may be,” she said.
Since joining the sodality she
is overwhelmed by the blessings
which are also ‘bleeding’ onto
her family. Also, one of Jesus’
12 promises to people devoted
to His Sacred Heart is: “I will
establish peace in their
families.”
And in scripture Jesus says, ‘I
give my peace, not as the world
gives’. I could not ask for more,
she concluded.

Lerato Mohone

Thinking of the
elderly

Lebo WA Majahe

AJCYC – continued

MCs of the day, Bongani and Lebo.

Pics: Adeline Monsengo

T

Members of the Sacred Heart
Sodality from Regina Mundi,
Moroka went to visit the Emathonsini Old Age Home in Rockville to
pray for the elderly. They also
donated adult diapers to the old
age home, led by Sibongile
Khumalo.
Miranda Duze

Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

he Assumption of Mary is a doctrine which teaches that after the
mother of Jesus died, she was resurrected, glorified and taken
bodily to heaven. The word ‘assumption’ is taken from Latin word
meaning to “take up”. The Assumption of Mary is taught by the Catholic
Church. The Assumption of Mary is an important step towards why Mary
is venerated, adored and prayed to.
The Celebration of Vigil of Blessed Mary Assumption will take place at
the Cathedral on Saturday, 19 August from 18:00 to Sunday 20, August
at 05:00.
For more information contact Annastacia Mphuthi, head of the Liturgy
Department on 011 402 6400 or email liturgy@catholicjhb.org.za.
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Left: A few legionaries in the
company of our Blessed Mother.
Below: Sr W Manual (presidium
president) ready to hand the crown
over for the procession.

Eden Park honours Our Lady

O

n 14 May, the Presidium
of Mary Mother of Mercy,
Eden Park celebrated the
100th anniversary of the Fatima
apparitions with a crowning ceremony of our own. The proceedings started with the praying of the
Rosary at the parish grotto, led by
the legion and joined by a large
number of parishioners including our parish priest, Fr Godwin

Garuba. The community then
processed into the church while
singing Marian hymns led by the
parish choir. In church, father
blessed the crown after which the
coronation took place while the
Catena was being recite with
Mass following. Everyone was
invited to share some tea and
cake.

Make your
Mandela Day
mark at Little
Eden!

the world a better place. Those
who wish to bring a gift for our
residents on the day are welcome
to do so. Some of the items
urgently needed include adult
sweat shirts and tracksuit pants,
items for the second-hand shop,
including furniture and clothing.
Hotdogs, hot beverages, rusks
and popcorn will be on sale.
Little Eden is celebrating its
50th anniversary this year.
Visitors on the day will have an
opportunity write a congratulatory
message to the society.
Please contact Nichollette
Muthige for more information
about Little Eden Mandela Open
Day or Little Eden Society on
011 609 7246 or email
marketing@littleeden.org.za. The
website is www.littleeden.org.za.

L

ittle Eden invites everyone on Tuesday, 18 July
from 09:00 to 15:00 to
spend 67 minutes of service for
Mandela Day by contributing
physically, financially, or in kind,
towards the work of the society.
Those who may be far or are
unable to give of their time have
an opportunity to be part of
Mandela Day by giving a
financial gift of R67 or R670,
and, even better, R6 700 which
represents R1 or R10 or R100 for
every year Madiba spent making

Vivienne Herman

Catholic Men’s Forum’s
3rd Anniversary

R

adio Veritas Warriors were
honoured to be invited to
the celebration of the
third anniversary of Catholic
Men’s Forum (CMF). We were
mandated to raise funds for Radio
Veritas and also to increase the
number of more male listeners.
On Saturday, 20 May, at Our
Lady of Africa Catholic Church,
over 500 members of the CMF
celebrated its third anniversary.
Following the proposal of the
clergy to the CMF to adopt
Venerable Tshimangadzo
Benedict Daswa as our patron
saint, we considered this a worthy
proposal as we believe that
Catholic men should emulate the
qualities of Benedict Daswa. He
is a good example to us, as men,
as a man who had been martyred
for his faith and the very first
South African to be beatified.
We have thus adopted him as our
second patron saint who will be

Catholic Charismatic
Renewal’s golden jubilee

From youth to
grandparents

Nichollette Muthige

Procession through the streets of Robertsham.

Feast of Mary Help of Christians

O

n Saturday 20 May, the Feast of Mary Help of Christians (officially on
24 May) was celebrated at St John Bosco, Robertsham. The statue of
Mary Help of Christians was adorned with beautiful flowers and carried in
procession by the youth of the parish. Parishioners processed through the
streets of Robertsham singing hymns and reciting the glorious mysteries of
the Rosary. A giant Rosary was made out of balloons.
The procession ended with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
benediction.
It was wonderful to see the participation of catechism children and
parishioners in this event. Special thanks goes to Linda Ferreira, parish
catechetics coordinator and Sr Patricia Finn FMA for organising this event.
It was St John Bosco who said, “Have faith in Our Lady and you will see
Kevin Luk
what miracles are”.
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Rob Buthelezi
Radio Veritas Warriors

D

elegates from the Francophone Community together,
with their chaplain, Fr Blaise
Mambu attended the golden jubilee of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal in Rome, Italy from
31 May to 4 June.
They met with some groups
from Pretoria and Cape Town.
Pic: Fr Blaise Mambu

T

Sr Patricia Finn
FMA and Linda
Ferreira stand next
to the beautifully
decorated statue
of Mary Help of
Christians.

venerated alongside St Joseph and
we undertook to invoke him to
intercede on our behalf.
“As men, we are called to
repent (apologise) for missing for
so long, restore us to the place of
godly-leadership and stability, and
encourage us to hang in there even
when the going gets tough,” said
president of the forum, Moses
Mogari.
Moses emphasised the need for
more men to participate in the
church and to take an active role.
He also spoke out against the
current scourge facing our country
of women and children abuse.
Men were asked not to be
passive in the midst of the
injustice against women and
children.
We had the honour of the
presence of Fr Smilo Mngadi who
also addressed the men as a
motivational speaker. His message
was very clear in respect of

women and children abuse. He
asked the men to take responsibility as parents and brothers to
women and address issues at the
root course and not just on the
surface.
Medical doctors delivered
topics such as living a healthy
lifestyle and also choosing the
right diet for maintaining a
healthy lifestyle. Issues of
hereditary diseases such as
diabetes and high blood pressure
were also addressed.
The occasion concluded with
Mass by Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale and Fr Thabo Motshegwa. Archbishop Buti made a
plea to the men to contribute
towards the building of the
Mother of Mercy Shrine and
CMF made a commitment to
raise funds.
It was indeed a very successful
and fruitful day overall, and the
music was “sweet”, naturally
from the Sweet Melodies Choir
of Our Lady of Africa.

he Family Year Planner
theme for July is “Grandparents show love”. Pope Francis
often speaks of how important it
is to strengthen the relationship
between the young and old.
In honour of St Joachim and
St Anna, the grandparents of
Jesus, whose feast day we
celebrate on 26 July, Marfam has,
for some years, been promoting
grandparents day, usually a
Sunday at the end of July.
Do the youth show their
gratitude and appreciation for the
love and care shown by their
grandparents even if there might
be problems too?
Some spend their time and
even their pensions caring for the
young ones, and many introduce
the children to the faith helping
parents with this task.
Grandchildren should say
“thank you. God bless you and
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keep you.” The parish priest can
give them a special blessing. The
parish family can provide tea and
cake or a cup of hot soup and
bread to warm their bodies as
well as their hearts.
There are times when it is
important to focus on the realities
of the grandmothers and grandfathers in our communities.

Some are better off, but many are
dependent on their pension and
use it to provide for a number of
grandchildren.
Apart from this exploitation
some are also verbally or
physically-abused even by their
own grandchildren. Some are
lonely and dependent on friends
and neighbours for their support.
Let this year be different. Let us
thank them for their love and
show our appreciation by doing
our best to provide the care for
them that they deserve. For notes
on a grandparent celebration,
prayer and blessing, see www.
marfam.org.za.
Toni Rowland

St BONIFATIUS CATHOLIC COMMUNIT Y

Annual Spring Basar
SUNDAY, 27th AUGUST 2017
Holy Mass at 10am
Basar opens at 11am

St Bonifatius Community Centre,
cnr Puttick Ave & Kowie Road,
Sundowner Ext.8, Randburg

Tel: 011 795 3651

GPS: S 26°04’51.5” / E27°56’36.4”
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Margaret Makobane:

Born 9 March 1923 –
died 29 May 2017.

A life well
lived…

M
Baptisms
The baptism of children took place at St Theresa, Zondi on Saturday,
20 May. Behind is Deacon Edward Nyembe.

Honouring Our
Lady of Fatima
This photograph shows the
commemoration of Our Lady
of Fatima at Our Lady of Peace,
Roodepoort, for the recitation
of the Rosary daily during the
month of May.
Fr P Miller, Our Lady of Peace,
Roodepoort

Our Lady of Lebanon’s, Mulbarton
16th Annual Festival

onday, 29 May 2017,
was supposed to be like
most Mondays – the
start of a work week. Somebody
called to say that Mma Margaret
Makobane had died. The news left
me shocked and pained. Mma
Makobane was old and frail, often
in and out in hospital, but it was
not expected that she would return
to her maker this soon. We often
joked that she would live to a
hundred years.
I was introduced to her 9 years
ago by her then-parish priest,
Fr Napo Ntlou. She was so
excited to meet me, as if I was
some celebrity.
She was an avid reader of the
ADNews, and always reminded
her parish priest to collect the
paper at the Chancery every
month so that she could read it
and be abreast with what was
happening in the Archdiocese. If
she was not in the parish the
Sunday when the newspaper was
distributed, Lebo Lentsoane took a
copy to her house, otherwise
“World War III’ would erupt. She
was loved by young and old alike.
The requiem Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Buti

An aerial view of the event with the church and the chapel in the background.

What is
township God?

A
Belly dance instructor Taryn Rego from
the Hazi Hazi Belly Dance School puts
on a show.

Teeny tot belly dancer.

Fr Maurice Chidiac and parish priest,
Fr Jean Yammine draw the ticket numbers
for the end of day raffle prizes.

Fr Charbel Habchi, one
of the priests from
Mulbarton parish joins
the Dabke Dancers
onstage.
Pics: Mark Kisogloo
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new book has come on the
South African Christian
market which will change the way
you see the church.
Paddy Kearney in his riveting
The Guardian of the Light magnificently told the story of the South
African church through the lens of
Archbishop Denis Hurley omi.
The books of Fr Albert Nolan
op, theologically guided the mainline Christian churches through
the anti-Christian quagmire of
apartheid.
Township God is a thoughtful
new book that tells our Catholic
story, warts and all, from the perspective of the people – the priests
and laity on the ground in the
towns and townships of South
Africa.
The author, for the first time,
unveils hidden the untold stories
of heroic virtue which sustained
our Christian communities in
times of great and terrifying dark-
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Tlhagale OMI with about 15
priests concelebrating. Bishop
Emeritus Zithulele Mvemve was
also in attendance, with other
clergy from other faith denominations. The parish was packed to
the brim, with other mourners
sitting in the hall outside for the
tribute service and Mass. Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP, parish priest of
St Phillip Neri described Mma
Makobane as a generous woman
who had an ‘overflowing’ love for
Christ. She was a devout member
of St Anne and was an exceptional
administrator. A mother to all
whose concern was not confirmed
to just her family.
Mma Makobane, nee Folotsi,
was born on 9 March 1923 at
Maokeng in Kroonstad. She was
the last surviving daughter of the
late Mr Simon and Emily Folotsi.
She began her schooling at
Kroonstad and then proceeded to
St Thomas in Rosettenville for her
ness. As Fr Nolan says, “It brings
to life the intolerable suffering,
the frustrations, the humanity and
faith of the people as well as the
presence of God in their lives.”
But the drama doesn’t end
there. Does our laity really know
what problems and challenges
confronted religious and priests in
our recent past?
Is the Satanism that ravaged
schools recently for real?
What do you do when your
priest is arrested? Does nyaope/
woonga and other drugs rule in
our parishes and Catechism
classes? How did Britain and the
Apartheid government collude
against the Catholics of Northern
Ireland in the eighties?
This and more, including private revelations from the Holy
Land, make this book essential
reading for all South African
Christians, especially Catholics
involved in any way in the present
church. Catholic schools, institutes and seminaries will profit
from its pastoral insights and
insider information.
The book is available from
Amazon, the publisher Write-On
Publishing frank@writeonpublishing, Facebook: @writeonpublish
and some Catholic Bookshops.
See also www.patricknoonanbooks.org.za
Fr Patrick is the author of They’re
Burning the Churches (crisis ministry during a time of great national change) and St Francis Uncensored (a new visionary understanding of St Francis recently
endorsed by the head of the
Franciscan Order).

teacher training. After completing
her studies, she went to Koppies,
a small town in the Free State,
where she started her teaching
career. She then proceeded to
Klerksdorp. Coming to Johannesburg, she worked at St Matthew’s
Primary School, Tshebedisano
Primary School and lastly, Mohlomoding Primary School, where
she retired as deputy principal.
She continued her studies on a
part-time basis. She completed her
professional certificate with Vista
University and her senior education certificate.
She was a committed member
of the Catholic church and made a
contribution as a catechist and a
dedicated member of the St Anne
Sodality which she served for 66
years. She held the position of
treasurer at her parish, the regional council and the diocesan council of the Archdiocese.
She met the late Nicodemus
Makhetha Makobane at Koppies
and got married in 1951. They
were blessed with three children,
two sons, Fr Remigius Makobane
OMI, Nkopane Makobane and a
daughter Matilda Dube.
She is survived by three
children, five grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.
Robala ka kgotso Mofokeng wa
Mmulana Motlatla! Motho wa
mohope o mosweu wa sebolela!
Motho wa leleme la kgomo phula
matlakala! Kwana ya lla teng teng!
Lebo WA Majahe

June 16
Commemoration

J

une 16, 1976 is a watershed
moment in the liberation
struggle of our country. The
youth protested against Afrikaans
as a medium of instruction in
schools and challenged the legitimacy and authenticity of the ruling
apartheid government. Today, the
youth fight for economic emaciation and freedom – still an elusive
dream.
At Our Lady of the Wayside Maryvale, the youth, a PPC sub-committee and Justice and Peace responded to the call by commemoring Youth Day. Mass was the central
focus for the commemoration
which highlighted the social ills
plaguing our society. Clothes were
donated for the less-fortunate and
cash collected for the displaced
families who fell foul to the wild
veld fires in Eastern Cape recently.
Posters on the pillars inside the
church depicted the mood of the
day. The messages were directed at
the malaise that has engulfed our
country.
In a conscious effort to make
parishioners an active part of Mass,
they were given papers and pencils
to write petitions. Petitions, clothes
and cash collected were place at
the altar and blessed.
On the 41st commemoration of
the June 16 uprising, the
parishioners of Maryvale pledged
to become social activists involved
in the day-to-day struggles of the
community. Use the Bible as a
shield and spear to ward off social
ills and bring good news to the
vulnerable, downtrodden and the
exploited in the society.
Marumagae Moshe
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WORD OF GOD

Magnificat Two

I

n order to grow in a deeper
understanding of the
Magnificat we are going to
enlist the help of the Psalmist.
Psalm 103 will give us greater
insight to this beautiful prayer and
help us to make it our own.
My soul ( My life) proclaims the
greatness of the Lord. Pause for a
moment. How does your life
reflect God’s goodness to you.
Do not sell yourself or God, short.
Count the abundance of blessings
you have received from God and
look at your own goodness.
Remember there much more
goodness in our lives than
shortcomings.
46Mary said:
“My soul (My life) proclaims
the greatness of the Lord
Ps 103
1Bless the Lord, my soul; all my
being bless his holy name!
2Bless the Lord, my soul do not
forget all the gifts of God,
3Who pardons all your sins,
heals all your ills,
4Delivers your life from the pit,
surrounds you with love and
compassion,
5Fills your days with good
things; your youth is renewed like
the eagle’s.
(Ps 103: 1 – 5)

Our God is a God of love and
compassion. The Psalmist gives
us some very sound advice, do
not forget all the gifts of God.
Look at the wonders that God has
done for you.
3Who pardons all your sins,
heals all your ills,
4Delivers your life from the pit,
surrounds you with love and
compassion,
5Fills your days with good
things; your youth is renewed like
the eagle’s. (Ps 103: 3 – 5)
The meaning of, renews your
youth like the eagle’s may escape
you. When an adult eagle reaches
a particular age it goes off alone,
sheds all its feathers and grows a
brand new plumage. No wonder
that we burst into a song of praise.
50Holy is his name, and his
mercy reaches from age to age for
those who fear him.
Psalm 103 expands our
understanding of mercy.
8Merciful and gracious is the
Lord, slow to anger, abounding in
kindness.
9God does not always rebuke,
nurses no lasting anger,

Visit to the Seminary

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the
Bible Foundation writes about
the Word of God in response to
the Synod call for spiritual growth
and on-going formation.
10Has not dealt with us as our
sins merit, nor repaid us as our
deeds deserve (Ps 103: 8 - 10)
50Holy is his name, and his
mercy reaches from age to age for
those who fear him.
(Fear: revere or be in awe of God)
Our God is ever faithful.
17But the Lord’s faithfulness is
forever, towards the faithful from
age to age.
He favours the children’s
children 18of those who keep his
covenant, who take care to fulfill
its precepts. (Ps 103: 17 - 18)
50Holy is his name, and his
mercy reaches from age to age for
those who fear (revere or are in
awe of) him.
We have many names for God:
Almighty, Father, Love, Holy,
Compassion, Faithful, Gracious,
Mother, Mercy.
“My soul (My life) proclaims
the greatness of the Lord. What an
exhilarating statement. How can
this possibly be true? Look back
on your life, your way of living
and say in all honesty, “My life
proclaims the greatness of the
Lord.” Can this really be true?
Moses said to the people and to
us, “19 I call heaven and earth
today to witness: I have set before
you life and death, the blessing
and the curse. Choose life that you
and your descendants my live, 20
by loving the Lord, your God,
heeding his voice and holding fast
to him. (Deut 30: 19 – 20) Again
and again we are called to choose
life. Frequently we are blessed
with Passover Moments, Wisdom
Moments, Moments of Grace,
Moments of deep Insight. Give
thanks and praise for the times
when you accepted such graces
and express a word of regret for
the times you missed or ignored,
Moments of Grace.
Choose Life.
The Lord asks Isaiah and us,
“Whom shall I send? Who will go
for me?”
We answer, “Here I am, send
me.” (Is 6: 8)
Mary said, I am the servant of
the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your Word. (1: 37 – 38)

First Holy Communions – Diepkloof

Lapsed Christians: That our
brothers and sisters who have
strayed from the faith, through
our prayers and witness to the
Gospel, may rediscover the
merciful closeness of the Lord
and the beauty of the Christian
life.

CONFIRMATIONS
Confirmations in the month of July.
Pray for the candidates!

Altar servers from St Joseph, Katlehong visited the St John Vianney
Seminary on 18 May. They are pictured with their coordinator and some
of the Archdiocese seminarians.

Sun 2nd 10:30
Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale
Fri 28th 18:00
St Anne, Belgravia

PATRONAL FEASTS
IN JULY

Chancery birthdays
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale (centre), with his staff who celebrated birthdays in May. From left: Marieke Vrugtman (Tribunal), Brian Mooi
(Justice and Peace), Archbishop Buti, Charmaine Khawula (Justice and
Peace), Sr Maria De Lurdes Lodi Rissini (Pastoral Care) and
Fr Malcolm McLaren(Finance)
Lebo WA Majahe

3 St Thomas, Lenasia (1965)
6 St Maria Goretti, Riverlea (1974)
11 St Benedict, Mafatsana,
Sebokeng, (1988)
16 Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Thokoza (1958)
25 St James, Magaliesburg, (1933)
26 St Anne, Belgravia (1906)
31 St Ignatius of Loyola, Jesuits

We celebrate with our Priests & Deacons
Pray for the clergy celebrating their anniversaries.

Ordinations
Fr Peter Doherty
01.07.62
Fr Benno Singer
29.07.63
Fr Anthony Bailey
10.07.66
Fr Michael Austin
04.07.70
Fr David Dryden
12.07.73
Fr Brian Connolly
12.07.75
Fr Jeremias
Dos Santos Martins
30.07.78
Fr Mario Perez Gonzalez 05.07.80
Fr David Rowan
30.07.82
Fr Sergio Durigon
27.07.91
Fr Graham Pugin
31.07.91
Raymond McQuarrie
4.07.92
Fr Joseph Nnadi
8.07.95
Fr Eugene Oguamanam 22.07.95
Fr Opiyo Matthew
29.07.95
Fr Maurice Chidiac
13.07.97
Deacons Terence Fox, Drummond
Lessing, Michael McGovern, Mike
Pinnock and Brian Walsh 19.07.98
Fr Raymond Anyanwu
7.07.99
Fr Jean Yammine
02.07.00
Fr Emmanuel
Kagimbangabo
21.07.01
Fr Ernest Kabungo
14.07 02
Fr Charles Uloko
2.07.05
Fr Ike Onoyima
01.07.06
Fr Charbel Habchi
2.07.06
Donald McLouglin
11.07.09
Fr Matthias Kaliisa
19.07.09
Emmanuel Dim
06.07.13

Fr Innocent Daniel
11.07.15
Fr Desire Soungou Ebana 11.07.15
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu
25.07.15
Fr John Thembo
02.07.16
Fr Theodore Macupe
16.07.16

Birthdays in July
3rd

Fr Joseph Luyombya
5th Rev Robert Bothma
6th Fr Lewis Tsuro
Rev Neil Philipson
8th Rev Sebhamu Mashinini
14th Fr John Thompson
15th Fr David Rowan
16th Fr Tom Segami
Fr Hyacinth Ennis
18th Fr Ignatius Fidgeon
19th Fr Blaise Mambu
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi
Rev Dennis Gregory
21st Fr Jeff Jawaheer
23rd Fr Sean McEwen
Rev Simon Koenane
27th Fr Thabo Mothiba
Rev Bernard Khasu
28th Rev Simon Mokoena
29th Fr Theodore Mcupe
Rev Anthony Maddison
30th Rev Graham Meiring

... and in early August
1st August Francois Dufour
4th Theophilus Malotsa

NO

to abuse and violence
Our Lady of Victories and Holy
Spirit, Dobsonville parishioners
commemorated June 16 by declaring that they will be modern-day
heroes by not abusing women
and children and saying no to
violence.
Pictured are some of the parishioners with Fr Xavier
Barongo AJ.
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Approximately 63 children received First Holy Communion on the
feast of Solemnity of Corpus Christi at Immaculate Conception,
Diepkloof. The sacrament was administered by parish priest,
Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa OMI.
Lerato Mohone
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July
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Pentecost Sunday

Encouraging
young people
to pray

C
Celebrating St Anne’s retirement
home’s 65th anniversary

A

Pentecost Sunday was made even more special for the congregation at
09h30 Mass at St Therese, Edenvale when a community youth choir
joined in and sang two very beautiful hymns during communion.

thanksgiving Mass in celebration of 65 years since the opening of
St Anne’s Retirement Home, a Catholic Women’s League Project,
took place at St Theresa, Edenvale. Mass was concelebrated by
diocesan spiritual director, Fr Vincent Pienaar, parish priest Fr Joseph
Leathem and Fr James Ralston.

Farewell and
welcome

Support against
the killing of
women and
children

S

t Theresa, Zondi signed-up for
the all-black and red lipstick in
support of the campaign against
the killing of women and defenceless children. The theme was; Mary,
consoler of the afflicted pray for our
country and Sibalekela kuwe nqaba
yethu (We fly to thy patronage).

St Charles
Men’s Retreat

M
St Theresa, Zondi celebrated Mass for nurses on 21 May.

Rite of sending

Nelly Vezi

Ida Steyn
CWL Diocesan News Correspondent

Barbara K Gregory, Secretary, PPC St Therese, Edenvale

Mass for nurses

atechists and Daughters of
St Anne Sodality members at
St Theresa, Zondi gave Rosaries and
prayer booklets to all children
encouraging them to say the Rosary especially in this trying times
where women and children are
being killed. It was also an opportunity to ask Mother Mary, consoler
of the afflicted for protection.

en from St Charles, Victory Park
were joined by fellow Catholic
men from the Rivonia and Northriding parishes for their annual
men’s retreat on the weekend of
26 May, at the Good Shepherd
Retreat Centre in Hartbeespoort,
with Fr Barney McAleer. The weekend included daily Mass, confessions,
praying the scriptural rosary, talks,
sharing, contemplations and meditations on the theme of the Wedding
Feast at Cana. Saturday evening was
spent around a campfire, braaing,
and drinking gluwein to keep everyone warm. The conversations extended late into the night. Altogether,
30 men participated this year.

Fr Boniface handed over the tabernacle key to Fr John as a sign of
safeguarding the faith of the
people through the presence of
Jesus.
The parish will sorely miss
Fr Boniface who spiritually
brought it closer to the Eucharist
through his beautiful adorations
and also closer to Our Mother
through a strong devotion to the
Rosary. Parishioners wished him
n Sunday, 28 May, St Joseph’s well in his future endeavours.
Actonville held a farewell and They also welcomed the ’new
welcoming celebration for Fr Boni- shepherd’, Fr John and said they
face D’souza and Fr John D’souza look forward to accompanying
respectively. This was followed by him on this spiritual journey.
a beautiful Eucharistic celebration
Nicole Moonsammy
with fun activities afterwards.

O

Patrick de Laroche

Expert in St John Paul II’s “Theology of the
Body”, Christopher West to visit South Africa

C

O

n the Saturday before Pentecost Sunday, after the rite of
sending conducted by Fr John Thompson SDB of the elect
and candidates, the people pictured above were presented
with their baptism and confirmation certificates at St John Bosco.
They journeyed together for approximately 20 months under the
guidance of Sr Patricia Finn FMA and assisted by Iris Seabrook, Ted
Seabrook (absent), the late Dc Mike Nolan and Dc Victor Ho.
Story and pic: Roy Newton-Barker, chairperson, communications

hristopher West visits South
Africa to bring the good news
of St JPII’s profound teachings on
the meaning of the human person
including love, sex and marriage,
to all! As he says: if you have a
body, then this is for you!
Christopher West’s global lectures, books and multiple audio
and video programmes have made
him the world’s most recognized
teacher of John Paul II’s “Theology

Extraordinary
Ministers of the
Holy Communion
retreat
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An Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion retreat was held recently at Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia.
The retreat was led by Fr Sakhi
Mofokeng from the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference. Some
27 people attended.
Lily Loo
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of the Body” (TOB).
TOB dismisses the idea that
Catholicism has a starvation
approach to sexuality. A true
understanding, modesty and chastity are promoted and articulated.

TOB teaches the wondrous plan
that God has for each man and
woman, married or celibate. When
a true message about the body is
taught, conversions happen and
lives are changed.
For more in information on
Christopher’s itinerary and to book
your early-bird special, go to
www.tobsa.co.za
Andrina Moodley
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