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Visiting the imprisoned

By Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi

Pope / Sts Peter and Paul celebrations

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, Archbishop
Peter Wells (Apostolic Nuncio) and
Archbishop William Slattery OFM
(Pic: Lebo WA Majahe)

O

n the Pope’s day celebration in conjunction with
the feast of saints Peter
and Paul, guests attended Mass
which was led by Archbishop
Peter Wells, the Apostolic Nuncio of South Africa, Swaziland
and Botswana at the Sacred
Heart Cathedral in Pretoria.
About 30 priests were present,
with 10 other bishops also in
attendance. Bishop William
Slattery of Pretoria delivered a
homily which focused on the
emphasis of praying for the Holy
Father and all the Bishops on
this feast day, where all the
clergy were dressed in red to
mark the occasion. He cited that
persecution and prayer, are essential for the life of an apostle, and
noted how Peter and Paul shed
their blood for Christ. The nuncio in his remarks said that it is
important to pray for the Holy
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The members of the Sacred Heart sodality from St Anthony of Padua,
Evaton West visited the Groenepunt/Greenpoint prison at Denneysville in the Northern Free State. They visited the juvenile section
where they had Bible sharing and prayers with the youth asking the
Holy Spirit to help them repent of their sins and become upright
community members upon their release. This was organised by the
Sacred Heart of Jesus sodality in the Vaal Deanery.

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde (Episcopal Vicar
for Communications), the Nuncio and
Lebo WA Majahe. (Pic: Mlungisi Mabe)
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Notices

Father because leadership is
often difficult. After Mass guests
where ferried to the apostolic
nunciature in Waterkloof Ridge
for lunch over speeches, where
dignitaries were also present.
The St John Vianney seminarians
opened the program at the nunciature where they gave a rendition
of the Inno E Marcia Pontificale,
the Pontifical anthem and the
Nkosi Sikelela iAfrica.
Lebo WA Majahe

See page 10 for more pics.

Call-a-Catholic
We have started a muchneeded Catholic directory
for professional services
with everything from travel
to plumbers to property and
religious notices. The
community notices have
been moved to page 10.
Let us support our Catholic
colleagues.

Mary, Children and Youth

Reversal of roles
It is significant that in many of the
recorded apparitions, children or
the youth, were the ones favoured
with the encounter of Mary, the
Mother of God. They were the
privileged communicators of her
message to the people. Custom in
hierarchically structured communities would have accorded this face
to face encounter with the supernatural to the seniors, the elderly of
society. Ritual matters, mediation
and communication are religious
activities generally reserved for the
elderly. But in the case of the
apparitions, we find a remarkable
reversal of roles. The youth are the
recipients of the heavenly message.
They assume a leadership role in
matters of faith, ethical behavior,
invitations to conversion and in the
spread of popular devotions to
Mary, Mother of the Redeemer.
Within the Church, the pioneering
child missionaries have ensured
that Mary is called blessed from
generation to generation, and in so
doing, they have enriched the faith
of all those who yearn for God’s
mercy through Mary’s intercession
(Lk.1:48).
Children, heirs of the Kingdom
The position and the role the youth
in the phenomena of the
apparitions is consistent with the
perspective on children found in
the Gospels. In the eyes of Jesus,
children occupy a special position.
The reign of God belongs to
children who are generally

Target: R25 million
MOTHER OF
MERCY SHRINE
Donations to date
August balance reduced
due to expenses incurred
July - R6 966 141
August - 6 140 840

described as dependent, vulnerable,
ignorant, immature and socially
inferior. The Kingdom of God
belongs to them because they are
in need and are dependent on God.
Jesus rebuked his disciples who
prevented people from bringing
little children to him so that he
might touch and bless them: “Let
the little children come to me for to
such as these belongs the Kingdom
of God” (Mk.10:15). The condition for
entry into the Kingdom of God is to
be “like a little child”. Becoming “like
a little child” means ‘taking a
humble place”, embracing a low
status (Gundry, 170).
“The last shall be first”
When the disciples of Jesus were
embroiled in an argument about
their status in God’s reign, Jesus
took a little child and placed it next
to himself and said: “Whoever
welcomes this child in my name
welcomes me … for the least among
all of you is the greatest” (Mk.9:48).
Honoring children by welcoming
them, receiving them and granting
them hospitality, will be like
honoring Jesus himself. The virtue
of humility, fully associated with
children, goes hand-in-hand with
greatness. Besides, “many who are
first will be last, and the last first”

(Mk.10:31). The lowly status of

children has been catapulted into a
status of honour and a pride of
place. This is reminiscent of Mary’s
Magnificat: “He has pulled down
the princes from their thrones and
exalted the lowly” (Lk.1:48) (Gundry,
189).
The above-cited Gospel passages
that deal with children are
deliberately subversive. Jesus turns
the hierarchical order of society upside-down. The young are put
before the elders. The lowly status
of children and the marginalised
has become the status of honour.
Positions of power and privilege
have been disrupted in order to give
way to the power of weakness and
vulnerability, which are the
characteristics of children. In this
inversion of societal expectations,
children who are traditionally and
culturally the last on the value chain,
now emerge as the first, and occupy
the pride of position, but so too all
those who are at the margins of
society. All those who meet the
requirement of childlikeness qualify
to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus’
counter-cultural teaching, his
subversion of the hierarchical order
of values, has made it possible for
anyone to enter the reign of God
(Gundry, 172).

Follow link for full letter - http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/pastoral-letter-6/
This was the first time it was published - http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/
pastoral-letter-4-april-2017/

Logo, slogan and statue competition
Mother of Mercy Marian Shrine and Pastoral Centre
The Mother of Mercy Marian shrine project committee invites all Catholics
in the Archdiocese to take part in the 2017 Mother of Mercy Marian
Shrine slogan, logo and statue design contest. Original drawings or logo
designs should be submitted under the title in accordance with the
theme “Mary Mother of Mercy”.
Specifications of the design and slogan:
• The design should be simple, attractive and easily identified.
• The design must depict something of relevance or authentic to the
Archdiocese.
• The design should be restricted to only four principal colours or less
The Mother of Mercy statue:
• The design of the statue should be easily identified with Johannesburg
• The colour should reflect the colours of Our Lady.
For full info click on this link: http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/mother-ofmercy-logo-competition/ or you can use http://bit.ly/MarianShrine
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Observations of
Sunday Mass
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

his month we have three
questions from three different people: a religious
Sister, a grandmother from the
northern suburbs and a young person in a township. All have interesting observations about their
Sunday liturgies.
I have become dissatisfied with the
words of the “I Confess”, especially “through my most grievous
fault”. Since we now think of sin
as that which damages our relationship with the Lord and have
been told to think of God as
merciful, not judgemental, would
it not be better to use words like
“I have turned away from God” or
“I have refused God’s invitation”?
I expect that many readers will
support your point of view. The
words of the Confiteor can make
us sound like terribly evil people
desperately in need of prayer, not
like children of the New Covenant
in Christ. While I support your
thinking, perhaps it’s not the
words themselves at fault, but the
way in which the Penitential Rite
is often introduced and understood.
If the presiding minister introduced the Confiteor inviting us to
turn to our merciful and loving
Father, or if he followed it up by
saying: “May Almighty God, the
gentle and compassionate one,
have mercy on us, forgive us our
sins…” perhaps the Penitential
Rite would not sound as bleak.
The words of this prayer go
back at least one thousand years,
but they remain quite straightforward. We are baptised Christians,
yet we know full well that we have
not always lived up to that calling.
We sin both in our actions and in
our inaction “in what I have failed
to do”. Our sins harm our relationship with God, and it is good to
ask our fellow Christians, on earth
and in heaven, to pray to God on
our behalf.
Every Sunday we have some kind
of talk or appeal during Sunday
Mass. Father lets someone stand
up to talk about their organisation
or project, usually during the
notices but sometimes immediately
after his homily. Shouldn’t we be
using that time for prayer? Why
can’t we just get on with the Mass?
Oh, it is so hard to be a parish
priest today, especially in a huge
city with such a shifting population! Not only must he preside at
Mass at different times throughout
the weekend in order to cater to
our various preferences, but he
must work overtime to try to animate the people who attend and
help shape them into the Christian
community that can be the sign of
Christ’s presence in the world.
Perhaps there was a time when
Catholics in small towns or neighbourhoods knew each other and
felt that they belonged together.
They saw one another at Mass,
sent their kids to the same school,
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socialised together in the church
hall and took up various types of
charitable work. With the rise of
the megacity, and with the social
changes of the past fifty years, we
have lost our self-contained
Catholic milieu. While we are not
supposed to live in a Catholic
ghetto, we are called to be brothers
and sisters. We do not go to Mass
as individuals but as members of
one Body. I expect your parish
priest is trying very hard to create
a network of people with a sense
of common purpose. Sunday Mass
is the only chance he gets because
many of the people in the pews
have not yet committed more than
50 minutes a week to church
things. Imagine what could be
done if we all agreed to come to
tea after Mass and then sat down
together to plan how we might live
out the Gospel in our daily lives…
A sad reality I have observed is
that, regardless of how many
people turn up, or whether or not
young people are present, the
Mass will proceed. Why do we not
first assess people’s motivation for
coming? Often the “good people”
who are there every week turn
Mass into a concert, a fashion
show, or a beauty pageant.
You see things with all the uncompromising clarity of an idealistic
youth! Yes indeed, why should
young people bother coming to
church when they see their elders
using the Mass as a place to be
seen, or when they see how committee members enjoy status more
that service!
I sometimes think that the
African Independent Churches
were very wise to give their members a uniform. Perhaps we could
learn from them. When we are
baptised, we are clothed in a white
garment – and the alb worn by
clergy and servers derives from
this. If we all put on white albs to
come to Mass we would all look
the same, irrespective of income or
fashion sense. We would also
remember our common baptismal
calling to be part of God’s priestly
people.
Don’t give up on your parents!
The presence of younger people at
every level of church activity can
only improve things. You have
passion and conviction and are
unafraid to try new things. Get in
there, and stir things up a little!
You cannot have it all your own
way, but that should not stop you
from making your own vital
contribution.

Do you have a question
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

M

Formation for pastoral agents

igration is a sign of the
times, deeply affecting
our societies. Its range
and size have increased dramatically and will continue in the foreseeable future.
The interconnection with the
many economic, social, political,
religious, cultural and security
factors define our globalising
world, reinforces the feeling of
vulnerability and enhances the
questions concerning the traditional models of social cohesion.
We are continuously challenged
to search for improved models of
accompaniment for immigrants
while redesigning the society into
which they are expected to
integrate.

The Scalabrini Institute for
Human Mobility in Africa, the
Catholic Parliamentary Liaison
Office and the department of
Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees of Archdiocese are
organising a week-long formation
course on migration for pastoral
care agents.
The aim of the training is to
foster a better understanding of
migration issues in South Africa
and the Sub-Saharan Africa region.
It includes social teachings of the
church, human mobility, forging
more coordination and cooperation
amount faith-based and civil
society organisations in upholding
the rights and empowerment of
migrants and build the capacities

of religious workers and lay
persons towards specialised
assistance to migrants in different
local communities.
The training will take place
from 14 to 18 August, 9 am to
5 pm. The formation is reserved
for priests, religious sisters and
pastoral care representatives in
the parishes.
People who would like to
attend are requested to contact the
Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees department. Email:
pastoral@catholicjhb.org.za or
pastoralcarejhb@gmail.com,
cell no 078 890-2283.
Sr Maria de Lurdes mscs
HOD Deparment of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees

‘Hands off our
grants campaign’
Call to action to stop unauthorised/
unlawful deduction from social
grants beneficiaries

F

Participants during group
discussions.

rom 20 to 22 June, 20
Justice and Peace members
from St Peter, Kagiso1;
Regina Mundi, Moroka; St Charles
Lwanga, Orange Farm; Our Lady
of Peace, Roodeport; San Salvador, Leondale; Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Thokoza; St James,
Magaliesburg; St Catherine and
Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado
Park; Blessed Joseph Gerard, Palm
Springs and Our Lady of Assumption, Molapo stepped away from
their usual routines to attend a
three-day training workshop
facilitated by the Black Sash at
Koinonia Retreat Centre.
The purpose of the training was
to capacitate J&P members on
social assistance and communitybased monitoring of SASSA payout points. They can then assist
social grant beneficiaries who
experience unauthorised and/or
unlawful deductions from their
government social grants by
monitoring SASSA service points
to ensure that they adhere to the
standards required by the act and
SASSA regulations.
The trainers were Vincent
Skhosana and Ntsoaki Moreroa
from Black Sash. On the first day,
Ntsoaki took the group through the
basics; what Black Sash is and
what it does; the different kinds of
social assistance and the applicable
legislation.
On the second day, the social
grant payment system was
discussed along with Easy Pay
Everywhere, known to grant
beneficiaries as the Green Card,
with Vincent as the facilitator. On
day three facilitators explained
community-based monitoring and
the process steps.
Finally, the attendees split into
their respective parishes to draw
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up a plan of action. Each parish
then had a chance to present its
plan and receive input and guidance from Vincent and Ntsoaki.
The training was very effective
and informative. Members
engaged in interactive discussions,

group activities and were free to
ask questions at any time.
The Justice and Peace members
agreed to go back to their
communities to monitor their
local SASSA offices, as well as
help social grants beneficiaries to
stop any unauthorized or unlawful
deductions from their grant
money and to remedy what led to
the deductions in the first place.
If parishioners know of anyone
who experience “unlawful”
deductions, they should be
referred to J&P members of the
parishes mentioned.
Olebogeng Tlhale
Our Lady of Peace, Roodeport

Corpus Christi

Fr Chaka Motanyane celebrated the solemnity of The Most Holy Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ with the faithful of St Angela, Dobsonville. The canopy
was carried by members of Sacred Heart. On the right is Mziwamadoda Zibi.
Kgadi Koneshe

ORIENTATION COURSE
There will be an orientation course for the new PFCs
and further training on Sage One Pastel .
Venue:
Date:
Time:
Duration:

Cathedral Small Hall
Saturday 5 August 2017
13h45 for 14h00
About two-and-a-half hours

Orientation Course Content:
A basic understanding of the Archdiocese's expectations
from Parishes in respect of financial reporting.
Please RSVP to Pierre de Villiers
pierredev@mymtnmail.co.za
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Work, love, play

Letters to the Editor

I

Mother of Mercy Shrine

n the current volume 32 no 2 of ADNews, the “Mother of Mercy”
shrine in the Magaliesburg is mentioned.
According to your front page shrine update, the architect, is
Jocelyn Mazaham. She is a visionary and is being inspired and guided
by Our Lady to build a multipurpose hall, an ablution block, a chapel
and a grotto. The grotto is to be built on the mountain.
I would like to know if the shrine and grotto on the mountain are for
both spiritual and physical healing through the help of Mary, Mother of
Mercy, and whether there are healing waters nearby – similar to the
shrine at Ngome in Natal.
If this is the case, and Our Lady has specifically requested that the
“Mother of Mercy” shrine and grotto be built, then I agree that
Johannesburg definitely needs this shrine. Please could you clarify in
the next issue of ADNews.
Rona Wimberley (Rosebank parishioner)
Archbishop Tlhagale replies: Traditional shrines are generally associated
with luminous apparitions, sightings of a lady shimmering in white,
ecstatic encounters, shepherd visionaries, footprints, or blood stains left by
apparition, child seers etc. In the Magaliesburg there have been no such
happenings. Devotions to Our Lady need not depend on such happenings.
Some of the pilgrimages to the well-known shrines overseas were
associated with socio-political developments of the nation. Magaliesburg,
on the other hand, is neither a response to some national upheaval nor a
response to some social turmoil. It is a response to the apparent loss of
Catholics to the aggressive wave of the Pentecostal, Evangelical and
Charismatic movements. The Shrine seeks to reinvigorate our lukewarm
Catholic faith, to rekindle the faith of lapsed Catholics and to invite back
those who have abandoned the Catholic Church.

First Holy Communions – Kagiso

On the solemnity of the body and
blood of Christ, 21 children from
St Peter’s, Kagiso received the sacrament of First Holy Communion. It was a
joyous occasion for them.
Pics: Tebogo Tsimane
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Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

r Tom Weston SJ recently
gave a series of talks on
addiction at the Winter
Living Theology, organised each
year by the Jesuit Institute in
collaboration with the SACBC. I
listened as he spoke of how, as a
recovering alcoholic, he had gone
for therapy, and asked his therapist
how he would know if he were
‘normal’.
His therapist told him to think
about three words that encapsulate
what it is to be a functioning adult;
that we are able to work, love and
play. I was really struck by these,
possibly because I realised how
often my own life gets out of
balance.
As adults, we need to be able to
work. This means that we need to
be reliable and punctual. We must
have the integrity to prepare
adequately and the competence to
do our work. However, our
understanding of ‘work’ needs to
go beyond having a job, to the
many areas of our lives that are
part of being an adult. There is the
work of home making; the work of
educating our children; of caring
for our elders. We have the work
of ensuring that those in our
communities who are suffering, ill
or living with disability are adequately cared for. This is the adult
stance that Jesus in the gospels
speaks of when he talks to us. Of
course work also means our
professional lives. However, if we
work only for money, then are we
really giving of our best? The work
we do that gives us an income,
should also be a place where we

A

ugust is Women’s Month in
South Africa but, looking with
family eyes, it is important not to
see this in isolation but to consider
women’s issues as part of family
issues. Especially when it comes to
justice the introduction to the
theme in the 2017 Family Year
Planner and as an example the
reflection for August 1 illustrates
this well. These are from Marfam’s
Family Faith Focus booklets also
published online. For these and
parish talks visit www.marfam.org.za
or call Toni on 0825521275
August: Gender Justice. Our
sexuality is a precious gift from God.
Terms like gender violence and
gender justice are commonly heard
today. Everyone is a sexual being
from birth to death and their
sexuality must be lived out in appropriate ways in family relationships
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can contribute to the common
good, to building the kingdom of
God. It does not matter if I am a
street sweeper (an utterly essential
profession for all city dwellers) a
teacher, a lawyer or an engineer.
God asks of me that I am competent, committed, and involved in
what I do.
Then comes love. Fr Tom was
quick to point out that all people
need loving relationships. Sometimes when we hear the word love,
we too quickly think only of sexual
relationships, our spouse, our boyfriend or girlfriend. But we each
need to have people in our lives
who we are vulnerable with. These
may be our family members. For
instance, they might be a sibling,
or an aunt or a parent. They can
also be friends. They need to be
people who we do more than just
spend time with. I may have many
friends who are happy to watch
sport with me, or have a drink, but
who am I able to talk to about
what is deep in my life. Who do I
share my fears, my failures, and
my anxiety with? Who do I let see
the ‘real me’? To whom do I talk
about my relationship with God?
Deep loving friendships, where I
don’t need to be ‘OK’ are essential
to being a functioning adult.
Stephen Covey in his book, “The 7
Habits of Highly Effective People”,
talks about how essential it is to
cultivate these kinds of friendships.
We need them when all is going
well, and also when we are in
some difficulty. We need to
consciously think about how we
will spend good quality time with

Gender Justice
and beyond a family, at any age.
Sexual abuse of any kind robs a
person of their freedom. It can, and
does happen, within families and
help should be available. Understanding of sexual orientation is
growing and finding God’s plan for
each of us in this domain requires
prayer and discernment individually
and with relevant others. Sexuality
education explores different aspects
and behaviours and is firstly a family
right and responsibility. Sexuality
can only be seen within the broader
framework of an education for love
and for mutual self-giving, said
Pope Francis, AL 280.
Setting the Scene. As this is such
a serious issue at present it was
considered best to address it from
diocesan level with different

–
the people we really trust, as part
of how we plan our lives.
Finally, Fr Tom talked of play.
This for me was a wakeup call. I
am good at thinking about my life
as a whole lot of tasks that need to
be done. I also have close friends
with whom I can really be vulnerable, but to play is a challenge for
me. I have an inner voice that
thinks I should always be doing
something productive! So I have
been pondering this question of
allowing myself to be playful.
Fr Tom spoke of adults doing
things like going to the park, or
playing with children, painting or
going dancing. What do you like
doing for fun? Not just collapsing
in front of the television, because
you can zone out, but what creative
engaging activities appeal to you?
For me this was a real challenge to
re-discover my ‘inner child’. Even
as I write this, my dog is nudging
my knee, and I know she would
love me to go outside and play
with her. One of my children wants
me to play Monopoly with her. I
normally avoid playing this game
because I am cooking, or getting
stuff ready for tomorrow, or doing
something I think is ‘more
important’! As I write this, I
wonder what is God actually
inviting me to do?
As a result of listening to
Fr Weston, I have changed my
evening examen slightly. I now
also ask myself how I did with
regard to each of those three areas
of life. How I worked, how I loved
and allowed myself to be loved,
and finally how playful was I
today?
To listen to Fr Tom Weston’s
course on Addiction, please contact
admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za for a
recording of the talks.
departments working together, but
picking up on aspects relevant for
them and taking these back to the
parishes and families.
Reflection August 1. Gender
Justice. The Archbishop called a
diocesan meeting to dialogue and
plan a programme to address
gender justice. There had been
some conflict about this as
individual groups were passionate
about their own particular focus.
Some wanted to focus on sex in
marriage, some on sexual orientation recognising lesbians, gays,
bisexual, transgender and intersex
issues, some on women’s rights,
some on natural family planning or
Theology of the Body, or pro-life, or
teenage sexuality.
The bishop allowed everyone to
express their views and then outlined his own understanding.
Toni Rowland
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APC Feedback
– The Archbishop speaks
Caritas

WcIaNr!!
a

This Toyota Corolla Quest 1.6 has been bought and awaits the lucky
owner … buy your ticket from your parish at R50 each or R1 000 per
booklet. If you are on the PPC/PFC and your parish still does not
have tickets, kindly call Odilon Molapo or Veronica Petersen to
arrange to get your batch. The draw date is 16 September at Blessed
Sacrament, Malvern. The more tickets you buy, the more chances you
stand of being lucky. Grab a booklet and sell to your friends and
Lebo WA Majahe
colleagues. Good luck.

The Light
launch

Tefo Motsepe
of Our Lady of
Fatima, Dube
was the master
of ceremony.

Lebone and Lesedi Khunou giving a rendition at the launch of their
album.

Caritas has been established in the
Archdiocese with Fr Moorosi
Mpiti of Our Lady of Mercy,
Emndeni as the coordinator. He
will be working with Frs Lazlo
Karpati and Tony Nunes. It brings
in a number of fundamental values
and practices that will be crucial
for future development and provide an answer to the challenges
we face in the globalising world of
today. Bishop Duncan, in his
address, urged all parishes to
establish the Caritas desk and
noted that ways of doing so would
soon be made available to
parishes.

Marian Shrine

The raffle fundraisers are selling
slowly and it is sad to note that
there are still people from a number of parishes who claim not to
have heard about this initiative.
Each ticket for the car raffle is
R50. The Youth Department is also
running a raffle for various gadgets at R10.The raffle for the car
will take place on 16 September at
the Blessed Sacrament, Malvern,
where the Lay Leaders conference
will be taking place. There are
20 000 tickets which still need to
be sold in order to get the R2 million target. The first phase of the
building of the shrine will commence as soon as enough funds
are accumulated. The target needed to complete the first phase is
R25 million, which will cover an
ablution block, the multi-purpose
hall and the gardens. To realise

Fr Pat fondly
remembered
Among those who came to show their
support to the twins are the parishioners
of St Hubert, Alexandra. Their parish
priest, Fr Ronnie Cairns OMI opened
the launch in prayer.
Lebo WA Majahe
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Siphiwe “Ghabadiya” Moloi
of Radio Veritas gave a
motivation.

mmaculate Conception, Diepkloof was packed to the brim
with people from all over the
Archdiocese in a special Mass on
Sunday 9 July, in celebrating the
life and ministry of the late
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this, everybody needs to be
on board in ensuring that we
reach the target. Over and
above other pledges made, the
deaneries are to organise gala
dinners, golf days and other
events to boost the cash injection.

Mini WYD

The SACBC is organising a mini
World Youth Day (WYD), taking
place in Durban from 4-10
December. The event leads to the
international WYD taking place
in Panama 2019 and is an experience for our youth to see what
usually happens at the WYD
major event. Each participant is
expected to pay R2 500 which
will cover the actual registration
for the event, transport, accommodation and meals. The importance of this occasion is to evangelise youth and young adults,
bearing in mind that Pope Francis
has focused the attention of the
next synod of bishops on young
people. The programme for the
mini WYD will include, on a
daily basis, Mass, adoration,
catechesis, Stations of the Cross,
reconciliation service, talks and
entertainment. Parents are
encouraged to support their
children to attend the event. For
more info visit www.catholicyouthjhb.com

Synod 2019

Parishes have been issued with
questionnaires. They are requested to fill them after consulting
with the parish community. They
have to appoint a 2nd Synod

Fr Pheko Thinane OP and
Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa OMI concelebrated Mass led by Bishop
Edward Risi OMI of Keimoes.

Fr Patrick Mohohlo Maselwane
OMI, exactly a year since he
passed on. The Mass was
followed by a bring-and-share
luncheon at the Maselwane

Bishop Duncan Tsoke addressing
attendants at the Archdiocesan
Pastoral Council (APC) general
meeting on Saturday, 9 July.

champion who will drive the
process. Only one consolidated
response to the questionnaires is
required from every parish. All
parishes are advised to get people
who were involved in the last
synod to give input. They ought
to review the 2008 Synod resolutions and commit to taking appropriate action to ensure implementation thereof. The answers to the
evaluation form are to be submitted to the Evangelisation office
by 15 August.

SACBC Laity Council

A presentation was made by the
laity council representative, Theo
Kgapola reported on the new
council and what it is meant
to do.

Seminarians CD

On their quest to support the
shrine project, the Johannesburg
seminarians have recorded a CD,
titled the Magnificat. If your parish has not received its batch to
sell, please contact Lebo at the
Chancery on 011 402-6400, even
for individual buying. Please
support the initiative.
Lebo WA Majahe

residence in Meadowlands where
a small program preceded the
lunch, with speakers each given
five minutes in remembrance of
the man that brought them there.
During the week, Radio Veritas
kept playing snippets of the last
shows Fr Patrick had, which was
a great culmination towards his
anniversary. His love for Our
Lady was what stood out from
most speakers. A family representative from the Maselwane
royal family in Rustenburg gave
a key note address, thanking the
Catholic fraternity for the
immense love and support they
showed during the dark and
lonely time they experienced.
Lebo WA Majahe
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Welcoming the sisters.

Procession of the
solemnity of Corpus
Christi
On 18 June, St Peter’s, Kagiso 1
celebrated the solemnity of Corpus
Christi by having a procession
through the neighbourhood after
Mass. Mass was celebrated by
Fr Emmanuel Wafula AG.

Left: Sr Therese
Musao

Pics by Tebogo Tsimane

Sr Maria and Sr Kadia preparing for
the AGM.

Scalabrinian
sisters’ general
assembly

ineteen Missionary
Sisters of St Charles
Borromeo (Scalabrinians)
converged on Koinonia Retreat
Centre from 7 – 9 July for the
first-ever regional meeting in
Africa.
Scalabrinians are represented in
27 countries. They form part of
bishops’ conferences working in
dioceses, parishes and borders,
focussing on migration and
refugee concerns. The countries
that took part in the assembly
were South Africa, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Angola and
Mozambique.
The opening Mass was celebrated by the Episcopal Vicar for
Migrants and Refugees, Fr Ivaldo
Bettin cs.
The assembly was led by
General Consular for the Apostolate, Sr Albertina Pauletti and
Provincial Superior Sr Analita
Candaten.
The objective of the assembly
was to review the Scalabrinian

mission and to explore ways in
which to face challenges of
human mobility.
The assembly included work
groups, presentations on different
realities on the congregation’s
mission and strategising about
future actions in critical points of
migration.
The most pressing needs for
refugees are documentation,
shelter, food, education, medical
attention and employment
opportunities.
Sr Albertina said she was
impressed to witness how the
sisters handle the mission of
migrants and refugees and how
they identify themselves in the
Archdiocese and the country with
the work they do as Scalabrinians. In the Archdiocese, the
Scalabrinian sisters coordinate the
Department of Pastoral Care and
the running of Bienvenu Shelter
for refugees and displaced
women and their children in
Bertrams.
Lerato Mohone

N
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Liturgy
music
workshop
Parishioners listen attentively at
a liturgy music workshop on
Saturday 1 July.

The choristers are pictured after
the music workshop at the Cathedral. Second from right are Annastacia Mphuti and Br Kgaugelo
Ntsie. Kneeling second from right
is Liturgy Commissioner Priscilla
Moloto.

T

he Department of Worship
and Divine Liturgy hosted
a music workshop at the
Cathedral on Saturday, 1 July.
Seventy-two parishioners from 31
parishes attended the workshop.
The workshop, facilitated by
the head of the liturgy department, Annastacia Mphuti together
with Br Kgaugelo Ntsie who
placed emphasis on the role of
the choir in the church and its
formation.
The choristers were told they
should not ‘perform’ when
singing in the church, but should
strive to involve the congregation
in their music. They were advised
that their liturgical music needs to
always to harmonise with the
liturgical seasons.
‘As the church is viewed as an
oasis of spirituality’, the choristers heard, ‘songs that are sung

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

in the church should have relevance to the four pillars of the
Holy Mass, namely: Introductory
Rites, Liturgy of the Word,
Liturgy of the Eucharist and the
Concluding Rites’. They were
urged to compose their own
choruses in line with Catholic
culture instead of importing them
from other denominations and
thus affirm the values of
Catholicism of which we are
proud.
“I hope you will go back to
your parishes and share with
other congregants what you have
learnt today”, said Annastacia.
Br Kgaugelo ended the day with
a prayer.
Abel Dlamini

Pastoral experience
at Emmanuel
Mass celebration at Emmanuel,
Sebokeng with Franciscan students
Andile Mzobe, Thabiso Kapa,
Vuyisile Vilakazi, Katleho Lebitsa
and Bongane Thunza, a diocesan
seminarian who are all doing their
pastoral experience in the company
of priest in charge, Fr Simphiwe
Kheswa OFM.
Fr Simphiwe Khewsa OFM
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Bienvenu celebrates Mandela Day Blood Donors Happy Nemaghuvhuni, Sr Kadia Prigol mscs, Fr Lukosevicius Vaidas SJ and
Sr Maria de Lurdes mscs serving people.

De La Salle Holy Cross
College heroes!

Jesse van der Merwe, a Grade 12 pupil
at the College, donating her blood for
a worthy cause.

T
Children in their donated costumes.
Episcopal Vicar for Migrants and
Refugees, Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs and a
resident preparing meat for the
braai.
Beneficiaries enjoying lunch.
Pics: Lerato Mohone

T

he Bienvenu Shelter, for refugee
women and their children, in
collaboration with Jesuit Refugee
Service (JRS) and the department of
Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees hosted over 100 homeless
people for Mandela Day. They
treated the destitute to a braai. The
people, many of whom live in
makeshift shelters on the Yeoville
ridge and others who squat in
peoples’ garages or on corners of
peoples’ houses in the Bertrams/
Bez Valley areas are given support
by Bienvenu monthly with food
parcels, school fees, uniforms
stationery and clothes.
“But today they are having a treat
of braaied meat and, chicken, as well
as fruit and a drink - things that are
not normally in their diets. We are
doing this in honour of the great
man, Mandela,” said Sr Kadia Prigol,
head of the shelter.
This was done over and above the
45 women and children who live in
the shelter on a temporary basis
until they are able to find work.
Bienvenu also runs a baby centre
for children between the ages of
newborn to three years old and a
creche for children between three
and six years old.
Fr Lukosebvicius Vaidas of the JRS
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said all the workers for the Mandela Day event were volunteers
who also contributed financially.
The shelter offers skills training
to the women such as English
classes, dressmaking, hairdressing,
baking, manicures and pedicures.
The Jeppe Police Station also
offers assistance in training the
women and children on safety and
how to avoid drugs and getting
into prostitution.

he gift of blood is the gift of life
– every drop counts!
The South African National Blood
Service visited De La Salle Holy
Cross College on 22 June, for their
termly 'Blood Drive' donations.
Many learners, teachers and
management staff donated blood in
response to the SANBS' urgent call,
as part of the College's 'Be first that
you may be of Service' ethos.
The DLSHCC learners challenge
other Catholic schools to do the
same – and give someone another
chance at life.
"We are very proud of our College community heroes and how
they gave so enthusiastically of
their time – and blood!" said Mr
Atholl Murray, Headmaster of the
High School. "We encourage other
schools and local communities to
join us by doing something that will
cost you nothing but will save a life".
www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za
South African National Blood Service –
www.sanbs.org.za / 080011 90 31

Holy Rosary warms hearts this
Mandela Day
In light of the recent
Mandela Day, Holy Rosary
Primary School supported
the ’67 Blankets for the
Mandela Day initiative, and
collected 115 scarves. These
scarves will be donated to
those less fortunate at the
local Khanyisa soup kitchen.

From left: Francis Green-Adamson, Isabella Semet, Teagan Brown, Julia
Leeming, Liam Heaney, Shaun Cameron and Noah Munzer.

Knitting up a storm -

‘67 Blankets’ for Mandela Day

T

he pupils in grade 5C at De
La Salle Holy Cross College
junior school were encouraged to
garner support from families and
friends to help them knit and
crochet squares for a blanket, in
line with the 67 Blankets for
Mandela Day initiative.
Learner, Liam Heaney, initially
got the idea from his brother’s
Cub’s group and asked fellow
grade 5 learners to participate.
The young pupils enthusiastically started to knit and crochet
squares. The squares were then
sewn together by Robyn
Heaney into this beautiful blanket

that will be donated to a worthy
cause.
“We are very lucky to have
things like blankets and to be
warm – some people don’t have
that and we must be grateful and
help them.” said Liam, who was
delighted that his idea resulted in
such a great outcome.
“Well done to the grade 5C
class. We are very proud of you
and your commitment to our
school’s motto: Be first that you
may be of Service”, said Caron
Ilsley, Deputy Head of the junior
school.
Lydia Orsmond , Julia O’Connor

Young Christian students camp

T

wenty-seven enthusiastic high school students from four Catholic
schools Holy Family College, Parktown, McAuley House, Parktown,
Immaculata High School, Diepkloof and St Matthew’s, Moroka enjoyed
their Young Christian Students camp in the beautiful outdoors at Bushtrails
Camp in Magaliesburg from 3 to 5 July.
It was a chance to make new friends, reflect on their faith and enjoy the
beautiful natural environment. The emphasis was on building leadership
and communing with nature.

Deidre Alcock
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“Get out while it is still early”
Ines Antonio

“I

will not let him bring me down.”
This is what Ines Antonio told
me when I remarked that I have
always found her to be confident in
spite of everything she has been
through.
First she was abused by her stepmother who would not allow her to
get an education.
In 2006, she met and fell in love
with Jan Pieterse. “What I liked about
him is that he was a good listener
and would give me sound advice,”
she said.
However, Jan had his own demons
to deal with. He, too, had been
abused and had stayed in a shelter
as a child. He soon became abusive,

emotionally and physically. This was
followed by apologies, chocolates
and flowers.
“By now I was orphaned and had
a daughter with Jan whom he
would sometimes pull by the hair.
‘Get away from me, you are not my
child,’ he would say to her.”
Ines moved out with the child. He
started threatening her: “I am going
to disfigure you so that no man will
look at your ugly face; you are mine,
if I cannot have you, no one else
will.”
She allowed him access to their
daughter on weekends. One day,
when Ines and her daughter were
taking a walk, Jan became aggressive, demanding they get into
the car.
“During the tussle, he went to the

car boot and took out a tin containing acid. With her daughter next to
her, he threw it on to her. It landed on
her face, torso and arms. She also
swallowed some of the acid,” she said.
“My little girl, who was four years
old at the time, also got some of the
acid. I quickly took off the nowtattered jersey she was wearing and
screamed for help. I helplessly
watched him kick and insult her.
People started coming to the scene
and he fled.
“I woke up in Johannesburg
Hospital. The next time I regained
consciousness I was at another
hospital. My skin was pitch-black.
Drips and needles were attached to
my body. I pleaded with nurses to
pour water over me and they told me
there was nothing they could do as I

was still burning.
“I used to pass out from the
stench. After a week, a nurse started
bathing me, brushed my teeth and
gently dressed my wounds. She was
so kind.” she said.
She then met Anna Cox, of The
Star and ADNews editor. “She
stopped being a media practitioner
and became a mother. She would
stay beside me, take me to court to
testify and buy me food. She put me
in touch with a private investigator
who was instrumental in Jan getting
apprehended.”
Ines experienced secondary
victimisation at a shelter for abused
women where a counsellor echoed
Jan’s sentiments that ‘she brought
this on herself’. She was then
referred to Bienvenu Shelter.
The shelter bought a sleepercouch for me as I could not sleep on
my side. They provided shelter, food,
transport, some funds for surgery,
clothing and medication.
Jan still continued to harass her,
texting her saying ‘had she taken
him back like a good woman, they
would be happily married and
raising their family’ and ‘I still love
you burned like that’.
Worried that her daughter would
reject and not recognise her, when
they reconnected after the attack,
she screamed ‘Mommy! I know who
you are, you are Ines. You are my
mother. I love you mommy.’ She
started kissing my wounds as if to
soothe them,” Ines smiled.
So far, she has had 39 operations.
She still needs to undergo surgery
as her left and right side of the face
need to be level. Also, there are
contractions in her neck.
It’s been a year and three-months
since her daughter has been reunited with her. “Although she
stayed with a couple that gave her
the best shelter, education and toys,
she wants to stay with me. ‘I will
protect you, mommy’, she has
promised me.”
Jan is serving a 10-year sentence
for intent to cause grievous bodily
harm.
Ines recently graduated from
Bienvenu Shelter’s sewing course
and says she cannot wait to start
making beautiful clothes. She is also
writing her matric exams.
“What I have learned from this
experience is to heed warnings.. Get
out of an abusive relationship whilst
it is still early. A person who truly
loves you will never hurt/abuse you.
“Maybe this is my cross. Nonetheless, I like raising awareness
about abuse.
“I am grateful to everybody who
has lent a hand, no matter how
insignificant it might have seemed,
in making our lives possible. I am
less depressed. I have made peace
with how I look,” she said.
Lerato Mohone

Your local supplier of
high quality Catholic
devotional items, sourced
from the finest suppliers
overseas. View our wide
selection on our website:
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New Bachelor Degree
for St Augustine

S

t Augustine College, the Catholic
university in Victory Park, will
introduce a BCom (PPE) degree in
2018. The three-year degree will be
also be offered on a part-time (six
years) basis. Economics will be the
major for the Bachelor of Commerce
(PPE), with a second major in either
philosophy or politics and the
option of a third major.
The curriculum includes a number
of compulsory subjects, among
them academic development and
research skills, introduction to ethics
and to Catholic social thought,
mathematics, statistics and
accounting. Elective subjects
include business management and
law. The multi-disciplinary nature of
the BCom (PPE) qualification
prepares graduates for a range of
careers that require critical thinking,
logical reasoning, and a solid
foundation in commercial literacy
and numeracy.
St Augustine already offers
Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor
of Theology (BTh) degrees at the
undergraduate level and a range of

postgraduate qualifications from
the honours through to the
doctorate in theology, philosophy,
applied ethics, education and
peace studies.
All St Augustine’s degree offerings are recognised and accredited
by South Africa’s Department of
Higher Education and Training.
St Augustine is a member of a
global network of Catholic universities, many of which are amongst
the most highly-ranked universities
in the world.
Inspired by the Catholic
intellectual tradition, the mission of
St Augustine is to produce
graduates who have learnt ‘to think
rigorously, so as to act rightly and
to serve humanity better’.
For more information please
contact the President of
St Augustine Professor Garth
Abraham, (011)380-9030;
0764400661; g.abraham@
staugustine.ac.za or see the College
website www.staugustine.ac.za.
Judy Stockil

The “gratitude
cake”. Pictured
behind it are, from
left: Elisabeth
Blank, Beatrix van
Rooyen, Boitumelo
Motse, Matlale Nyabeni.

Launch of Boy
Child
Programme

O

f late, the focus has been
on the ‘girl child’ and the
‘boy child’ has somewhat
been neglected. This may cause
an imbalance if it is girl children
who get to be empowered. If
society is to curb the inhumane
manner in which women and
children are treated, we need to
revisit how we socialise our
children.
On Father’s Day, the Catholic
Women’s League members of
St Margaret and Immaculate
Conception, Diepkloof launched
the Boy Child Programme.
Addressing the young men,
Sr Juliana Abioye from the youth
office reminded them that we are
created to know God, love Him,
serve Him and ultimately, be
happy with Him in heaven.
“To love God means obeying
His commandments and also
loving our neighbours. Take care
of yourself physically and
spiritually. Tomorrow, you are
going to be fathers of families
and hopefully, spiritual fathers by
becoming priests,” she said.
Dillon Naicker, also from the
youth office, said young people

W
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installation business. Thanks to
the programme, he was able to
realise his abilities and ideas and
is now able to put food on the
table for his family.
The participants were given a
piece of paper with a T-shirt.
On the front, they wrote how
they see themselves. On the back
of the T-shirt, they had to put the
stickers that their partners had
written earlier. This was to show
them how they were perceived by
other people.
This was an opportunity for
them to think about the following:
“What message am I sending
people and what negative
perceptions should I work on?”
Lerato Mohone

Left: A young man volunteering
to have his reflexes checked by
Dr Heinz Wirz.

are exposed to the human body in
an objectified form at a very early
age. When they have nobody to
show them what it means to be a
child of God and tell them about
who they are in Christ, they tend
to be misguided, he said.
Medical doctor and Theology
of the Body facilitator, Dr Heinz
Wirz was the keynote speaker.
He noted that Pope Francis
requests that children get ageappropriate talks on human
sexuality. Furthermore, he said, if

he is going to sound provocative,
it is because he is trying to make
a point or two.
He said: “Waking up with an
erection is a normal reflex and
has no sexual connotation. This is
a result of tissues in the penis
filling up with blood. Another
reason could be the bladder is full
of urine. Everybody is capable of
being in control of their
hormones.
“When a young man who is
‘king of his testosterone and
testes’ meets a young lady who
cannot control her hormones, he
is in a position to say, “darling,
let me help you become the
‘queen of your oestrogen and
ova,’ he said.

Lerato Mohone

“Ahe Maria”

St Michaels Chorale Sing!

Youth empowerment

e reported in May that
one of the Kolping
Society’s beneficiaries,
Matlale Nyabeni was in need of a
oven to help her use her baking
skills and thus become selfsustaining. The society found
German donors to buy a stove
for her.
To show her appreciation,
Matlale baked a cake for them. It
was enjoyed by the young people
who attended the youth empowerment programme she organised at
St Joseph’s, Meadowlands on
June 16.
“I am testament of what the
Kolping Society’s Work Opportunity Programme (WOP) can do
for young people who lack confidence,” she said.
In one of the sessions, the
society’s manageress, Beatrix van
Rooyen said: “We make decisions
based on what we value. Someone
who values success will be keen
on getting educated, someone who
values love will want to spend
time with people she receives it
from.”
Participants partnered with a
person they had never met or
spoken to before. They had to tell
each other their likes and dislikes.
From what the person said, the
partner had to write the kind of
person they came across as on a
sticker on their back.
Another one of the society’s
protégés is Given Ketsiwe. He said
attending WOP propelled him to
start his own security and DSTV

Above: Some of the young men
who attended the launch.

T

he greeting of Archangel
Gabriel to Mary, our Mother,
“Ahe Maria!” is also a greeting from
the angelic voices of the
St Michael’s Chorale Sing!
“Ahe Maria!” is the title of the
new release of this phenomenal
Meadowlands choir, a classic album
with hits that will uplift the spirit.
This exquisitely compiled
repertoire was predominantly
created by our very own chorister,
Mokhatlo Hlalele, who has
exceptional talent. He was inspired

to produce these magical sounds
by visiting the Tabernacle of the
Most High in Ngome.
The opening hymn, “Lengolo”,
is an acknowledgement of Holy
Scripture as a special letter
written to us by Our Father to
give a clear direction to all
faithful in order to reach heaven.
In our quest for peace and
harmony, Track 6 is a call for
introspection among Catholics.
The rest of the album is a
wonderful mix of hymns and
choruses that seek to enrich the
liturgy.
This album will leave listeners in
a dancing mood - even senior
citizens will be throwing away their
walking sticks. Do not miss the
vocal and instrumental musical
Mass.
Chorale, as the group is widely
known, has stood the test of time
and is still going strong under the

baton of maestro Tshepo
Ramapulane. The choir boasts huge
talent, winning many competitions
and flying the flag high for the
Catholic Church at the National
Choir Festival.
Chorale members showed
dedication, determination and
perseverance through some
turbulent times on the way to
releasing this CD. We thank them
and dedicate the album to the
memory of our fallen and distant
choristers.
The CD is available for R100 a
copy or R165 if postage is required.
Place orders for the CD with
Mokhatlo Hlalele, 081-404-5806;
Tshepo Ramapulane, 062-720-9306
or Molemo Mokadi, 081-049-4671.
They are also available for parish
visits.
Molemo Mokadi

Commemorating June 16

The youth of St Benedict, Sebokeng commemorated June 16 by
demonstrating how events took place on the day, and inviting other
young people to stand up for their rights. This culminated in the
celebration of Holy Mass by Fr Henri Jonsan.
Pic: Maria Nhlapo
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Immaculate Conception
new members
Six people were officially welcomed into the Immaculate Conception
Sodality. They are Velly, Brian, Sfiso and Tebogo (surnames not supplied).
The celebration was at Blessed Isidore Bakanja in Protea Glen.
Kgothatso Ngonela
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Back from left: Terry Sacco, Leluma
Pesholi, Sr Evelyn Jung, Sr Christa
Bucher, Cynthia, Judy Connors,
Sr Ann Wigley, Sr Ann Smith and
Sr Irene Kalvelage
Front: Given Khoza, Sr Katy van
Wyk, Happy and Sr Mary Tuck

Mother of Mercy Shrine

he Mother of Mercy Shrine
Magaliesburg is already
responding to its declaration
as a monument of mercy. This is a
response to the Holy Father’s
request to erect in the Catholic
world, living memorials to commemorate the Year of Mercy.
Since November 2016, over
15 different groups have visited the
shrine for pilgrimages and retreats.
The shrine is currently opened to
individuals and groups to book
retreats and pilgrimages. A retreat
has a set programme which
includes Holy Mass, talks, adoration
and confession. A pilgrimage
includes all of these and a Calvary
walk to the mountain either for the
Stations of the Cross or a penance
walk. While on the mountain, people often allow themselves to be
lost in the tranquility of nature
while meditating on the sublime
presence of God.
To book a retreat or pilgrimage,
visit our updated website: www.
motherofmercy.org.za or our
Facebook page: Mother of Mercy
Shrine or send an email to info@
motherofmercy.org.za or call the
Rector of the shrine Fr Charles
Uloko CSsR 083 540-0170/ Fr. Bafana

Hlatshwayo CSsR 082 902-4177, or
the volunteer assistant Themba
Nkomo 083 585-5813.
Here is an up to date confirmed
retreat/pilgrimage bookings from
the following months:
8-10 September – weekend retreat
Ladies of the Catholic Marian Guild
(Johannesburg and Pretoria)
16 September – Retreat Cursio
leaders from Bryanston parish
29 September – 1 October CWA
Nigel weekend retreat
7 October – St Albert’s Parish
Vosloorus - Pilgrimage
14 October – Daveyton parishes
pilgrimage with Bishop Jose Louis
28 October – Catechists Retreat
In addition to the spiritual nourishment provided, the shrine is also
engaged in social ministry to the
poor. During winter, the shrine
runs a weekly soup kitchen in the
Ga Mohale location in Magaliesburg and provides a free daily meal
for the over 10 workers currently
engaged in maintaining the existing structure at the shrine. There is
also provision of sustenance to a
few children from poor homes in
the area. Very soon, a clinic will be
opened to cater for the medical
needs of the poor in the area.

AUGUST NOTICES

LAY LEADERS CONFERENCE

5th Preparation meeting for
Formation and Creativity day
5th My Catholic Faith session 5,
Sr Phuthunywa Siyali; Sacraments of
Healing; Cathedral of Christ the
King; 9:30 – 1:30
12th Formation and Creativity Day;
8:00-16:00 Cathedral of the Christ
the King
19th My Catholic Faith session 5,
Sr Phuthunywa Siyali; Sacraments of
Healing; Sharpeville; 9:30 – 1:30
26th My Catholic Faith session 5
Sr Phuthunywa Siyali; Sacraments of
Healing; 9:30 – 1:30; Soweto;
St Angela Dobsonville
26th Springs Our Lady of Mercy;
RCIA course

Saturday 16 September
09:00-15:00 at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Malvern

O

n the weekend of 16 June,
seven Dominican sisters,
three associates and three friends
of the Dominican Sisters attended
a retreat at La Verna Retreat
Centre on ‘St Catherine, a mystic
and a woman for our times’.
This year marks the 140th
anniversary of the arrival of the

seven sisters from Augsburg,
Germany who founded the ‘King’
Dominican Sisters. In preparation
for the celebration on September
16, Srs Irene Kalvelage and Katy
van Wyk, facilitated the retreat.
Topics covered over the weekend were the similarities between
Catherine’s time and ours. Mystics

Missionaries
of Mercy

Sr Katy van Wyk

Youth choir festival

Department of Evangelisation,
011 402 6400

Group Therapy
Divorce Care. Find help and healing
for the hurt of separation or divorce.
Starts Thursday 3 August at 19:00 at
St John’s, Northriding.
Contact Arianna 071 138-8401

CELEBRATING WOMEN'S DAY
WITH A RETREAT.
9 August : 09h00 - 15h30
ST FRANCIS SMALL FARM

GriefShare. Find comfort from loss
and grief. Starts Saturday 5 August
at 10:00 at St John’s, Northriding.
Contact Arianna, 071 138-8401.

– a mystic and a woman for our times

We invite all PPCs, PFCs, Sodality
Committees, Youth Leaders and
all interested Catholics. Donation
of any amount from a good heart.

Men in Vaal say NO to
Women and Children Abuse!!

For more information contact
Vusi Xulu 073 686-5896
Nash 076 644-1237

St Catherine of Siena

are people who have a first-hand
experience of God. Like St
Catherine, Dominicans are
continuously challenged by God
to leave their cells, to let their
contemplation spill over into
action.
With all that is happening
around the world and especially
here in South Africa, the call to
be mystics and man and women
for these times, is great.
As these King Dominican
Sisters celebrate this milestone of
140 years with the associates and
all in the Dominican family, may
they be open to hear God’s call
in the many areas of society and
respond creatively, with courage,
and compassion.

GriefShare. Thirteen weeks of
support for those in mourning starts
Saturday 19 August at St Charles,
Victory Park.
Contact Coralie, 083 524-7016

From page 1.

Pope / Sts Peter and Paul celebrations

St John Vianney Seminarians also
attended. (Pic: Lebo WA Majahe)

One of the participating choirs

C

onfirmation is a special
celebration for young people,
their families and indeed the entire
parish community. Sunday,
25 June, was no exception for
eight candidates of St Francis
Xavier, Martindale.
In his message to the candidates, Bishop Duncan Tsoke
called on them to be “Missionaries
of Mercy”. The Bishop repeatedly
called on them to love Jesus, to
love and respect themselves and
others. With this love of self,
neighbour and Jesus, they may
well become those Missionaries of
Mercy. With all the challenges the
youth are faced with, it may not
be an easy call to heed. However,
on the journey they need companions and the community.
Although addressed to the young
people, this call was as relevant
for the families and the
congregation.
Fr Victor Kotze thanked Kim
and her team for their dedication
and commitment in preparing the
young people for their special day.
Congratulations to Lorenzo
Botha, Mikhale Goncalves,
Danielle Lubbe, Meigan Kelly,
Nieshaam Adams, Robin Adams,
Angelique Samson and Kala King.

Y

oung people in the Vaal
Deanery gathered at
Eldorado Hall, Sebokeng
on the 25 June to celebrate Youth
Month.
The festival was organised by
the Catholic Women’s League.
This was a unique opportunity for
the youth in the deanery to enjoy
meaningful time together with
music and getting to know each
other.
They participated with a spirit
of love for the music and of being
proudly Catholic.
The music was strictly Catholic
hymns and psalms. Amongst the
parishes who participated were
St Benedict The Black, Sebokeng,
St Francis Xavier, Small Farm
Evaton, St Anthony of Padua,

Evaton West, St Joseph, Boipatong, Emmanuel, Sebokeng and
Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong.
All parishes who participated
received advice from the panel
on their performances and were
given trophies for their
excellence.
It was quite remarkable to have
had present in the audience a
number of priests, Fr Sergio
Lorenzini, Fr Emmanuel Dim,
Fr Henri Gonson and Fr Justin
Inanjo from participating
parishes, as well as our dean,
Fr Simphiwe Kheswa.
Fr Simphiwe was really
impressed with the turnout which
was also a fundraising initiative
for the Mother of Mercy Shrine
by the deanery.
Puleng Mokoena

Inauguration of Masolenyana

Sr Katy van Wyk

Archbishop Peter Wells and a
representative of the SA government
at the event. (Pic: Lebo WA Majahe)
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Inauguration of Masolenyana in Regina Mundi.

Pic: Fikile Mlotshwa
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Bishop’s Lenten Appeal

Pope’s Intentions:
August

Special Collections - 2017

ALBERTON
ALEXANDRA
BENONI ST PATRICKS
BOIPATONG
BOKSBURG
BOSMONT
BRAKPAN
BRENTWOOD PARK
BRYANSTON
CARLTONVILLE
CORONATIONVILLE
COSMO CITY
CROWN MINES
DAVETYON - ST NICHOLAS
DAVEYTON - ST LAMBERTS
DAVEYTON - ST MARTIN
DAWN PARK
DELMAS - ST ROSE OF LIMA
DIEPKLOOF
DOBSONVILLE - ST ANGELA
DOORNKOP
DUBE
DUDUZA
EDENVALE
ELDORADO PARK
ENNERDALE
EVATON
FLORIDA
JACKSON'S DRIFT
KAGISO I
KAGISO II
KATHLEHONG SACRED HEART
KATLEHONG NHLAPHO
KEMPTON PARK
KENSINGTON
KHUTSONG
KRUGERSDORP
KWA THEMA
LA ROCHELLE
LEONDALE
LINMEYER
M/LANDS - ST JOSEPH'S
M/LANDS - ST MICHAEL'S
MAGALIESBURG
MALVERN
MARTINDALE
MARYVALE
MAYFAIR
MAYFAIR CONVENT
MEYERTON
MOHLAKENG
MOKOENA - MAGAGULA HEIGHTS
MOKOENA - ST JOSEPH'S
MOLAPO
MOLETSANE
NIGE		
NOORDGESIG
NORTHRIDING
NORWOOD - POLISH
ORANGE FARM
ORLANDO EAST
ORLANDO WEST
PALMRIDGE
PAYNEVILLE
PIMVILLE
PRIMROSE
PROTEA NORTH
RANDBURG - GERMAN
RATANDA
RIVERLEA
RIVONIA
ROBERTSHAM
ROODEPOORT
ROSEBANK
RUSTERVAAL
SEBOKENG - EMMANUEL
SEBOKENG - NYOLOHELO
SEBOKENG - ST BENEDICTS
SHARPEVILLE
SOUTHHILLS
SPRINGS
SPRUITVIEW
SR OF MERCY ST MATTHEWS HIGH SCHOOL
SR OF MERCY ST MATTHEWS PRIMARY
TOEKOMSRUS
TSAKANE
TURFFONTEIN
VANDERBIJLPARK
VEREENIGING
VICTORYPARK
VOSLOORUS
WALKERVILLE
YEOVILLE
ZOLA
ZONDI
UNKNOWN-No parish name on deposit
TOTAL
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57,480.00
10,061.00
8,573.00
1,277.00
38,982.15
4,764.50
4,664.40
8,200.00
97,430.00
3,945.50
9,200.40
3,423.00
6,896.00
6,457.00
3,661.00
5,371.00
1,962.10
834.00
16,354.85
2,690.80
775.00
1,854.70
3,327.60
164,110.00
27,100.00
34,423.00
1,456.00
84,732.85
726.00
13,702.00
2,050.00
11,679.80
30,666.20
9,200.00
22,118.59
1,822.70
73,701.00
11,817.60
31,550.00
8,413.20
20,176.00
4,985.66
8,615.30
2,251.50
93,600.00
8,810.00
47,166.93
945.00
1,000.00
7,000.00
11,781.00
550.00
855.00
5,060.00
5,470.80
5,815.00
2,153.00
146,290.50
7,000.00
1,314.20
4,175.60
1,742.00
1,359.00
743.45
17,894.80
16,125.05
605.00
5,120.00
1,000.00
3,685.90
49,544.20
12,495.10
36,080.00
2,560.00
1,818.00
6,695.70
2,770.00
6,270.00
5,873.20
5,152.30
7,590.00
10,019.00
14,500.00
4,891.67
20,487.10
14,366.50
135,674.00
7,949.60
5,503.90
4,540.00
3,500.00
3,310.00
41,143.20

Artists: That artists of our
time, through their ingenuity,
may help everyone discover the
beauty of creation.

PATRONAL FEASTS
IN AUGUST
3
4
Parish Priest Fr Keith Gordon-Davis (left) looks on as parishioner, Amanda
Furamera, bids farewell to seminarian Br Tshepo Duik.

P

Until we meet again

arishioners of the Church of
the Resurrection, Bryanston,
said goodbye to Br Tshepo
Duik at a tea hosted by the
Catholic Womens’ Leager after the
10 am Mass on Sunday 25 June.
Blessings, good wishes, gifts and
thanks for his inspired homilies
were showered on Br Tshepo
followed by appeals to come back
soon. In the six months that Br
Tshepo has been at Bryanston
doing practical parish pastoral
work, he endeared himself to all.
Br Tshepo said that the experiences at the parish have confirmed
his vocation. He is very grateful
to the two priests, Fr Keith and
assistant priest, Fr Theodore
Macupe for involving him in all
aspects of parish work. He is
particularly pleased to have been

in the parish during a period of
growth – it is not only for Sunday
masses, but an all-week place of
continual formation and spiritual
enrichment and this shows in the
increase in numbers attending
Sunday masses, he said.
Originally from St Albert’s,
Vosloorus, he begun his priestly
studies as a member of a religious order.
Br Tshepo is now a diocesan
semi-narian. He has been
ordained a deacon and hopes to
be ordained to the priesthood in
2019.
Br Tshepo is one of 18 diocesan seminarians at St John
Vianney in Pretoria. There are a
further six seminarians studying
elsewhere.
Judy Stockill

We celebrate with our Priests & Deacons
We celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, birthdays and anniversaries
of ordination of the clergy listed. Pray for them.
Ordinations
A.B Buti Tlhagale OMI
Fr Gabriel Afagbegee
Fr Blaise Mambu
Fr David Evans
Fr Sergio Lorenzini
Fr George Okwii
Fr Paul Beukes
Fr Jeff Jawaheer
Fr Anthony Egan
Fr Xavier Barongo
Rev Brent Chalmers
Rev Peter French
Rev Mike Harrington
Rev Jacob Modise
Fr Tshepo Lekoko

29-08-76
7-08-82
1-08-89
14-08-93
14-08-94
14-08-99
11-08-01
23-08-01
31-08-02
3-08-07
11-08-07
11-08-07
11-08-07
11-08-07
6-08-16

Birthdays in August
1st Fr Francois Dufour
2nd Rev Philippe LukusaLumpungu
4th Fr Theophilus Malotsa
5th Fr Jean Yammine
9th Fr George Okwii

10th
11th
13th
14th

Fr David Dryden
Rev Michael McGovern
Fr Lawrence Ndlovu
Fr Russell Pollitt
Fr Pierre Chemaly
15th Fr Joy Sebastian
Rev David Potterton
16th Fr Charbel Habchi
18th Fr Andrew Thomo
Rev Edward Nyembe
24th Fr Mandla Skhosana
Rev Paulos Mochesa
25th Rev David Lavers
28th Rev Alexander Niven
31st Fr Tony Bailey
Fr Raymond Anyanwu
Fr Cletus Onwudiwe
Rev William Davies

... and in early September
1st Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden
2nd Fr Albert Nolan
Fr Remigius Makobane
3rd Fr Robert Gore

8
11
12
15
21
22
23
25
28
28
29

St Philip Benizi, Meyerton (1960)
St John Vianney. Pray for our
seminarians.		
St Dominics, Boksburg (1910)
St Clare, Orange Farm
Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea
Glen (1996)
Our Lady of the Assumption,
Molapo (1959)
St Pius X, Mofolo (1956)
Mary Queen of the Apostles,
Munsieville (1926)
St Rose of Lima, Botleng
St Louis, Thulantwana
St Augustine, Germiston (1896)
and Orange Farm
St Augustine College, Victory
Park (1999)
St John the Baptist, Brakpan
(1918)

htp://www.facebook.com/
groups/156239054437417/
Why not join our
Archdiocesan News
Facebook page and
post your parish and
other organisation
news and photos and
catch up with events
which are happening in
the Archdiocese.
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conveyed to them.
Concluding, Lerato Moloi from
St James, Vlakfontein instructed
them to ask for whatever they
need from Mary, the Mother of the
church, to remain trustworthy and
make use of their talents for the
benefit of the church.

Children of Mary elections

C

hildren of Mary from Orange
Farm deanery gathered at
Blessed Joseph Gerard,
Orange Farm on 2 July to elect
their parish executive.
Blessed Joseph Gerard adult
supporter, Lydia Kola emphasised
the importance of children in the
church.
“Remember when Our Lady of
Fatima appeared to the three shepherd children at Fatima? This was to
show the world how important children are. She gave them a special
message which is still relevant to
this day. Why did Mary give this
message to children? That is your

homework as young
Catholics.”
Deacon Mpumelelo
Mchunu, in his sermon,
asked parents to teach
their children respect. He
asked the youth to include
respect in all that they do.
Loving one another, as well
as forgiving at all times just
like St Maria Goretti did to the
neighbour who raped and killed
her is also important.
Adult supporters from different
branches told them what is
expected from them as Children of
Mary. The dress code was also

Celebrating the solemnity of Holy Trinity
Congregants of Holy
Trinity, Katlehong
line up for meals
after Mass celebrating the solemnity of
Holy Trinity on
11 June.
Parishioners of Holy
Trinity sing and dance
as they celebrate the
solemnity of Holy Trinity.

Holy Trinity Men’s Forum, together with the fund-raising committee of
the parish, organised the after-Mass festivities. The festivities also served
as a fundraising project towards the building of the church.

Pics and
captions:
Abel Dlamini

Below, from left: Executive Children of
Mary, Chairperson - Lehlohonolo
Pholosa, Vice chairperson - Patricia
Ngcengce, Secretary - Nobuhle
Nkonyame and Vice-secretary Thato
Bishomane. Additional members are
Julia Thokoa and Retshedisitsoe Konstabale and their seven adult supporters
pictured behind.

Justice Yvonne
Mokgoro:
Respect for
human dignity

O

n 1 July, Justice Yvonne
Mokgoro gave a memorial
lecture, organised by the
Focolare Movement, at St Augustine College, Victory Park, in honour
of Chiara Lubich, Servant of God
and founder of the Focolare, an
ecclesial movement born in the
Church. This was the 5th annual
memorial lecture. The first was
given in 2013 by Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI.
The audience, in a packed
auditorium, was treated to a lecture
which touched topics covering the
human dignity of each person, how
this is treasured within the South
African Constitution, the responsibilities of government, and also of
individuals in achieving social
cohesion.
She shared her experiences as a
former judge of the Constitutional
Court. On a personal note, she told
how she grew up in the township
of Galeshewe and matriculated at
the St Boniface Catholic School in
Kimberley run by the Dominican
Sisters.
She stressed that we can connect
with one another through the fact
that we are human beings, and it
matters not from where we come;
culture or background, gender or
race. “We can connect at the core of
our humanity, that is the inherent
human dignity that we possess,”
she said.
She titled her lecture Rights,

Catholic Men’s Association enrolments
The enrolment ceremony of new members of the Catholic Men’s
Association of Kristo iNkosi, Kwa-Thema took place on 2 July.
From left: Bennie Rantsi, Lebo Ntoanyane, Stephen Mtshweni,
M Mashiane, David Mabathonane and Bongani Nhlanzi.

Responsibilities and Relationships:
Non-Negotiables for Social Cohesion in South Africa. She explained
the values underlying the South
African Constitution which took
into account the past and the
aspirations of all the people of
South Africa.
She said: “We need to see only
the godliness in each person,

because where there is love there is
God, where there is God there is
love … and trust me … this is what
our Constitution is all about!”
She is well aware that reconciliation
is required, but that can only happen
if we connect on a human level and
that the well-being of the other is
each one’s concern; and that is, she
says, what ‘ubuntu’ means. We have
this duty toward each human being,
she added.
Her lecture was followed by vibrant
interaction with the audience
touching on the value of religion, and
that we can and must do more in
healing the relationships between
groups and cultures.
Harry van der Burgt, Focolare

Using talent to raise funds
Members of the St Anthony of Padua youth before and during the
musical competition that was held on the 25 June. The competition was
organised by the Catholic Women’s League of the Vaal Deanery to raise
funds for the Marian Shrine. Every parish sang one prescribed song from
the hymn book. They won a trophy in one of the categories.

Bohope Moeketsi

St BONIFATIUS CATHOLIC COMMUNIT Y

Annual Spring Basar
SUNDAY, 27th AUGUST 2017

Holy Mass: 10am • Basar opens: 11am
St Bonifatius Community Centre,
cnr Puttick Ave & Kowie Road,
Sundowner Ext.8, Randburg

Tel: 011 795 3651

GPS: S 26°04’51.5” / E27°56’36.4”

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

We deal in Wholesale & Retail of:
Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns,
Statues, Etc.
HEAD OFFICE
No 1037 Albertina Sisulu Rd
(former 153 Broadway)
Bez Valley, Johannesburg

Tel 011 338-5077
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BRANCH
15 Twist Street (Opposite Shell Garage)
Drill Hall – Former Army Building
Johannesburg CBD

COMPARE OUR PRICES!
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