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MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million

Above: During the draw … Duncan 
Hyam, Basie Maponya Chairperson 
of the Marian Shrine fundraising 
committee, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
and Odilon Molapo.

Above left: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
did the draw whilst North Deanery 
chairperson, Kgadi Sibeko looks on.
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Faith friends, their families and 
faith companions gathered at 
Blessed Joseph Gerard, Free-

dom Park on 18 November for the 
Special Religious Development 
(SPRED) annual thanksgiving Mass, 
which was celebrated by parish 
priest, Fr Mandla Skhosana OMI. 

He said: “We are honoured and 
blessed to be graced by your 
presence SPRED groups.

“Today’s Gospel tells us how God 
chose those whom we regard less  
of – the shepherds who received  
the good news of where our Lord 
would be born.”

God’s mind and ways are above 
human comprehension. He uses 
people we discount to communi-
cate His messages.

Fr Mandla said the church is 
privileged to have uniquely-abled 
members as they have a role to  
play in the liturgy and our lives.

He thanked Sr TM Healey, who 
introduced the SPRED programme in 
the Archdiocese over 20 years ago, 
for the wonderful job she does. 

“We are grateful for its impact on 
families and people’s lives,” he said.

Fr Mandla said he hoped we can 
dispel the ‘myopia, ignorance, 

embarrassment’ associated with 
people with disabilities as we are all 
made in the image and likeness of 
God. “He breathes, exists and 
expresses Himself in every human 
being irrespective of our faculties.” 

People with disabilities are a 
blessing from God – let us embrace 
and cherish them, he added.

Sr TM articulated her gratitude: 
“We are blessed to have priests like 
Fr Mandla, who has always been 
supportive of the SPRED pro-
gramme.” She also thanked every-
body who contributed to the 
success of the day. 

“It is wonderful to be able to be 
with you and share with you,” she 
said.

She reiterated that we should not 
be embarrassed of family members 
with disabilities. She congratulated 
SPRED groups who are rejuvenating 
themselves by drawing in young 
people. “That way you are not 
letting the group die. That is how 
SPRED should be,” she said.

Sr TM commended the men who 
have joined SPRED as, for a long 
time, ‘the gentleness and tenderness 
of a man’ had been missing.

Lerato Mohone

Marian Shrine Competition
The Mother of Mercy Marian Shrine project committee 

 is inviting people to participate in the Mother of Mercy Marian Shrine 
slogan, logo and statue design contest.

Closing date is 31 January. See link for competition details.

http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/mother-of-mercy-logo-competition/ 
or you can use http://bit.ly/MarianShrine

SPRED Annual 
Thanksgiving Mass

Above: Procession of 
the word. 

A Vaal SPRED group 
preparing for the 
entrance procession.

Christmas wishes 
from staff at the Chancery.

The Chancery 
will close on 20 December 

and reopen 2 January.

Only a disappointing 43% 
of parishes in the 
Archdiocese have 

submitted responses to the 
questionnaires for upcoming 
Family Synod which will be held 
in 2019 as a follow-up to the one 
held in 2008.

Every parish had appointed a 
“champion” – a lay person – to 
ensure the questionnaires were 
filled in said Gerald Rodrigues, 
family synod committee member 
speaking at the November 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
(APC) meeting.

“The deadline was August, yet 
very few parishes responded. This 

number is not good enough. Jesus 
does not expect 43% cooperation 
in parish matters. Of the 129 
diocesan parishes, only 49 replied, 
the highest being the East Rand 
Deanery at 63%,” he said.

Gerald said that many people 
say they didn’t know how to 
respond as they had not yet read 
the outcomes of the 2008 Synod.

He also lamented the fact that 
very few deaneries were attending 
the APC meeting.

“It is vital for parishes to 
participate as next year the 
consultative process starts. 
Parishes need to know so they 
can be prepared for the next 
Synod and have representation. 
We still encourage those parishes 
who have not done so, to 
complete the questionnaire. We 
need to work as a team on this,”  
he said.

Synod 2019 - 
parishes not responding

Continued on page 10.
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Above: Fiona Davids winner of the 
Mother of Mercy car raffle draw con-
gratulated by Fr Thabo Motshegwa, 
Joyce Maphisa, a Shrine Fundrais-
ing Committee member, and Odilon 
Molapo, Head of the Department of 
Evangelisation.

Receiving her brand new car – from left: Tyrone Mentoor from the Chancery, 
Fiona Davids, the winners, Odilion Molapo and Fiona’s mother Anne Moodey, 
who joined in the happy occasion.                                            Pic Lerato Mohone
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Sacred Heart 
College ...

Confirmations were recently 
held at Sacred Heart Col-
lege. Candidates prepared 

for this all-important step in their 
spirituality over the past two years. 
They held a retreat in September at 
Ha Phophoro over three days. This 
was a time for quiet reflection and consideration of 
the sacrament and the meaning it would have in 
their life. 

The confirmation took place on the evening of  
6 October at St Charles, Victory Park. Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale was the main celebrant while Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke concelebrated. 

The board of governors, College Executive 
Council, Principals, Staff and learners congratulates 
Chukwuka Dunn, Dani Costello, Micole Monteiro, 
Keegan Urquhart, Franklin Lodge, Atang Malebo, 
Unathi Marapyana, Liam Morgan, Benjamin  
Ndlovu and Owen Riley.

Lynn Walker
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Pope’s Intentions: December
The Elderly. That the elderly, sustained by 

families and Christian communities, may 

apply their wisdom and experience to 

spreading the faith and forming the new 

generations. 

CONFIRMATIONS IN DECEMBER
Sun 3 09:30 St Francis of Assisi Reiger Park
Sat 9 14:00 All Saints Ennerdale
Sun 10 08:30 St Paul Tsakane

PATRONAL FEASTS IN DECEMBER
3rd St Francis Xavier, Evaton, (1931); Martindale (1929)
6th St Nicholas, Daveyton (1955)
8th Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof (1964); 
 Rosebank (1936); Westonaria, (1951)
25th Emmanual, Sebokeng Zone 14, (1978)
27th St John the Apostle, Florida (1970)
28th Holy Family, Spruitview (2010); Turffontein (1950)

Tangney Special Interest Tours

Tshepang Tshoagong with sponsor Mosidi Mlambo
Lebo WA Majahe

Vereeniging …
Children from Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary in Vereeniging celebrated their First Holy Communion on  
Sunday, 23 October. Pictured with them is Fr Emmanuel Dim SMA. 

Anita Teixeira 

Communions ...
Sacred Heart College recently held its First Holy 
Communion service. Tomas Correia, Felix Doherty, 
Jessica Dunu, Erin Gore, Luke Julian, Angelo 
Linda, Bibi Luhembe, Hlulani Maluleke, Rifumo 
Maluleke, Reatlegile Masuku, Dintle Malebo,  
Valentina Milani, Michelle Nkamankeng and Anna-
belle Teixeira were congratulated on the occasion. 

The special Mass was celebrated with family, 
friends and teachers in the chapel. The children are 
pictured with Fr David Dryden and Ivana Marais. 

                           Lynn Walker

Criselda Links being sealed and annointed by Chrism oil with 
sponsor Erica Luthers and Deacon Mpambani looking on.

Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale, Fr Nkosi-
nathi Nkabinde with 
candidates who were 
confirmed

CONFIRMATIONS

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS

Seven confirmation candi-
dates were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, in the sacra-

ment of confirmation at St Martin 
de Pores, Toekomsrus. Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI was the main 
celebrant, with parish priest,  
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, Fr Tsoeli 
Lelimo, Fr Moahlodi and the  
local deacons assisting.

This was a memorable day for 
all parishioners as it was the first 
time in many years that they have 
had confirmations in the parish. 
Very recently the Toekomsrus and 
Mohlakeng communities had con-
firmations jointly as they are 
served by one priest. This initia-

tive was greatly welcomed and 
appreciated by all. 

In his homily, Archbishop Buti 
said that Mary is an example of a 
woman who endured pain and suf-
fering despite her title “full of 
grace” (gratia plena), setting an 
example of when Our Lady sat 
besides the cross looking at her 
son humiliated and going through 
immeasurable pain. 

“Mary emerges gloriously when 
she was assumed into heaven. She 
is a paragon, a model of excel-
lence that inspires women and is a 
mainstay,” the Archbishop added. 

He expressed concerns that girls 
from broken families appear to 

have bleak futures. He added that 
communities ought to change 
‘radically’ the mentality of men 
who think they are superior to 
women.

The Archbishop took the oppor-
tunity to update parishioners on 
the Shrine project, and thanked 
them for their contributions thus 
far. He challenged candidates 
who were confirmed to ‘own’ this 
project by buying raffle tickets.

After Mass, candidates, their 
parents and sponsors were treated 
to tea while the Archbishop and 
his clergy moved on to Mohlak-
eng for another Mass where 54 
candidates were confirmed.

Dawn Park …
Congratulations to the children of the Church of the Resurrection, 
Dawn Park for receiving the body and blood our Lord, Jesus Christ as 
they made their First Holy Communion on 5 November.

The sacrament was administered by parish priest, Fr Anthony 
Spencer OFM.                               Modjadji Motupa 

Toekomsrus

Mohlakeng ...

Kgotso Masala and Sello Maragelo the sponsor, with 
Deacon Maoyi next to the Archbishop.
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

3

Christmas on a 
Blue Monday?

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

This year Christmas Day 
falls on a Monday, and I 
have already heard 

Catholics asking whether they 
are really expected to go to Mass 
on two days in a row. What is 
your feeling – will two Masses 
too close together give you the 
Monday blues?!

Why does Christmas fall on a 
Monday this year?

Christmas Day is fixed to a par-
ticular date on the solar calendar, 
just like all the feasts and memo-
rials from Mary, Mother of God 
on 1 January to St. Sylvester on 
31 December. This means that 
the festival will fall on a differ-
ent day of the week each year, 
moving forward one day per 
year, but two days in leap years. 
If Christmas were one of the few 
festivals that is calculated using 
both the lunar cycle and the solar 
calendar, like Easter and 
Pentecost, then it could be made 
to fall on a Sunday every year, 
but then that would not always 
be the twenty-fifth day of 
December.

Why are Catholics expected to 
attend church on both Sunday 
and Monday this Christmas?

Catholics are expected to attend 
Mass every Sunday and on holy-
days of obligation. This is not a 
liturgical issue, but a question of 
Canon Law. We should not have 
to legislate on such matters. 
Ideally, we should want to be 
part of the worshipping assembly 
of believers who gather every 
week to celebrate the Lord’s 
Day, and on very special calen-
dar days such as Christmas 
which marks the anniversary of 
the birth of Christ. No extra 
demands are being placed on 
Catholics this year, it just so hap-
pens that birthday of Jesus falls 
on a Monday. If you feel hard 
done by, may I suggest that you 
are being a Christmas Scrooge?! 
Don’t forget, when Christmas 
fell on a Sunday last year, you 
got off lightly.

How should we mark the differ-
ences between this Fourth 
Sunday and Christmas itself?

The 24 December is not part of 
the Christmas Season. This year 
it will be the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent and part of the time of 
our preparation and expectation 
which is really short this year as 
Christmas comes right on the 
heels of the Fourth Sunday. On 
the Sunday the vestments and 
decorations are purple. If the crib 

has already been erected, there is 
no Christ Child within – and per-
haps Mary and Joseph could also 
be left out until Sunday evening. 
We should not have any Christ-
mas carols: there are plenty of 
good Advent songs to sing up 
until the first Mass of Christmas.

What happens at night on 
Christmas Eve? We usually have 
a carol service and a family 
Mass the evening before 
Christmas.

There is a special Mass for the 
early evening of the 24 
December, the Vigil of 
Christmas. The Gospel reading is 
the long genealogy of Christ 
from Matthew’s Gospel. This is 
not one of the three Masses of 
Christmas which are popularly 
known as the Angels’ Mass 
(midnight), the Shepherds’ Mass 
(dawn), and the People’s Mass 
(morning) because of the differ-
ent Gospel reading at each. I 
think it is a mistake to hold the 
midnight Mass in the first part of 
the evening. That is what the 
Vigil of Christmas is for.

If we went to Mass on the eve-
ning of Sunday, 24 December, 
would we fulfil our obligation 
for both Sunday and Christmas 
at the same Mass?

If your parish has a regular 
Sunday evening Mass at 6.00pm 
and if, this year, they celebrated 
the Vigil Mass of Christmas at 
this Mass then, technically, you 
would fulfil your obligation for 
both Sunday and Christmas Day. 
But, if you are a hale and hearty 
person who doesn’t have to work 
on Christmas Day and you are 
not far from a church, then you 
shouldn’t really be thinking in 
such a technical way about a joy-
ful festival that you should want 
to celebrate to the fullest. 
Perhaps you could even think 
about attending every day 
between Christmas and New 
Year. Make a resolution to do 
something more in 2018 and to 
stop seeing how little you can 
get away with!

During the Thanksgiving 
Pilgrimage for Catechists 
held at the Mother of Mercy 

Shrine, Magaliesburg on 28 October 
Fr Boniface D’Souza – Vicar for Cate-
chetical Department, asked cate-
chists the reason for their happiness 
as they finish the next catechetical 
year. A few shared their happiness  
in their journey of catechising. 

Fr Boniface said that “catechists 

Fr Boniface 
D’Souza cele-
brating Mass. 

Sr Tarsycja Groblica, Head of the Cate-
chetical Department at the pilgrimage.

Catechists 
Thanksgiving 

Pilgrimage

should be 
happy because 

the Church is 
growing, evangelising 

and building each other.” He high-
lighted that Jesus’s disciples were 
happy after he preached to them 
and people became believers 
because of his name. 

He emphasised that catechists 
should create a picture of Jesus to 
children through teaching, at the 
same time catechists need to set 
goals for their lessons because they 
“are the pillars and strength of a 

priest through what they teach. 
Catechists should realise their work 
is irreplaceable because not every- 
one can do it.” 

In conclusion, Fr Boniface said 
the purpose of the Thanksgiving 
Pilgrimage was to unite catechists 
in the Archdiocese. He thanked all 
and said they should be happy for 
building a strong faith community. 

After Mass the catechists 
received certificates of attendance 
for the formation courses and 
shared their catechetical experi-
ences. After lunch all had an 
opportunity to go up the mountain 
and adore Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament, with others going for 
confession.        Veronica Mofokeng

Spiritual care and 
counselling for the 
sick and hospital 
ministry

Justice and Peace members, 
Dawn Anderson, Katie Brown 
both from St Maria Goretti, 

Riverlea, Maureen Moloi from St 
Anthony Maria Pucci, Duduza and 
Mantika Ndlovu from Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Thokoza attended a 
five-day training titled ‘Spiritual care 
and counselling for the sick and  
hospital ministry’. This was a joint 
project of Catholic Health Care 
Association of South Africa, the Uni-
versity of Pretoria and HospiVision. 

With this ministry, the attendants 
said they hoped to impact lives posi-
tively, restore hope, uplift the com-
munities, inspire them to live health-
ier lifestyles and to put an end to 
stigmas and name-calling. 

Their responsibilities will include 
visiting the sick at their residences, 
hospitals and hospices with a focus 
on spiritual healing of body, mind 
and soul. 

For Dawn and Katie, this came at 

the right time as they are passionate 
about helping people. “I have been 
called ‘Mother Teresa’ by members of 
my community,” added Dawn. 

Mantika said she is often referred 
to as a social worker. She has discov-
ered that it is due to her activities 
that seek to enrich people’s lives. 

Volunteer auxiliary nurse, 
Maureen Moloi said this is what she 
normally does at the clinic except 
that the spiritual component will 
now be stronger and deeper. 

The course incorporated aspects 
such as hospital etiquette, patient 
confidentiality and cooperation with 
medical staff.

It is a requisite that these ladies 
also conduct a workshop around 

From left; Dawn Anderson, 

HIV/Aids for the community.  
At these workshops, they hope to 
give attendees the chance to test 
all chronic diseases, with the  
exception of cancer. 

Head of the Justice and Peace 
Department, Joseph Dube said it is 
their vision that the training will be 
rolled out to other parishes in 2018. 
“We are looking at training parish 
health desk operators and extra-
ordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion. The latter’s role does 
not have to be limited to preaching 
and distributing the Eucharist. They 
also can help people with accept-
ing and managing their diseases,” 
he said.              Lerato Mohone

The Justice and Peace (J&P) 
theme for November was 

about anti-corruption and 
Sunday, 12 November, was 
declared “Anti-corruption 
Sunday”. The J&P department 
appealed to all to pray for 
justice. 

“The Bible is clear that God 
desires that Christians should 
live just and ethical lives in 
every sphere of society – that 
includes our church life, our 

business lives, and our social and 
political lives.  The prophet 
Micah wrote: ‘He has showed 
you, O man, what is good. And 
what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God.’ - Micah 6:8,” said 
Joseph Dube, Head of the 
Department of Justice and Peace.

See page 5.

Anti-corruption 
Sunday

Judy Stockill of the parish 
Justice and Peace group 

lights a candle during the 
prayer against corruption 

in the Church of the 
Resurrection, Bryanston. 

Judy is also a part-time 
journalist and former editor 

of ADNews.
Pic by M Barbosa

Mantika Ndlovu, Katie Brown, 

Maureen Moloi and Joseph Dube. 

Call to Holiness 
in Community
SPRED – Special Religious 
Development

Spred is all about friendship.  
We are referred to as volunteers 

while we ourselves are known as 
faith companions because that is 
our role – to be a companion in 
faith to our faith friends. We all 
need friends outside of our family. 
We all need community. It takes 
time to build up this bond of 
friendship. We realise to be a faith 
companion we need to accept one 
another as we are, to be loving, 
sincere, honest, genuine, compas-
sionate, kind and authentic. Our 
friends can easily discern if we  
are lacking in these attributes.  
We respect one another and this  
can be seen in the way we relate to 
one another. We are sharing our 
faith. We are faithful companions 
on a journey with our friends. 

Continued on page 10
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Donate a sanitary 
towel campaign

Our Lady of Victories, Dobsonville 
parishioners at Thulani Secondary 

School with life orientation teacher, Elisa 
Maumela of the local Thulani Secondary 

school calling out the names of the girl 
learners who were beneficiaries of the 

sanitary towels donated by the church.

Fikile Ndima 

These “women of prayer” were excited 
that they had made a difference to 109 

girls through donations made by  
Christians, individuals, young people 

and sodalities. Thanks went to  
Sthabiso Masinga, the learner support 

agent, who helped in liaising with  
the school.

Men and women who 
have been members of 
the St Cecilia Sodality 

at Our Lady of Fatima, Dube, for 
over two decades were honoured 
and thanked for their dedicated 
service on 22 October. 

“As Christians we have dual 
citizenship. We are citizens of the 

divine rule in order for us to live 
freely,” he implored.

The chairperson of the sodality, 
Magirly Mokoape said we tend to 
give moving eulogies when a 
person has died.

“Honour them and let them 
know how much they are 
appreciated whilst they are still 
alive,” she urged.

“Veterans” received blankets 
with the St Cecilia insignia, 
certificates of appreciation and 
other gifts. Candles were lit in 
remembrance of those whose 
citizenship is now heaven.

Sacristans, the priest house 
cleaner and gardener were also 
recognised for their service to the 
church.

Fr Jean-Marie thanked the 
sodality for their contribution in 
making the ‘liturgy prayerful with 
song and music’. “We continue to 
pray for your growth spiritually 
and in this ministry to serve the 
church and the community of Our 
Lady of Fatima. May God bless 
you,” he concluded.

Lerato Mohone

Dedicated service recognised

Above: Puleng Sekaje helping  
Fr Jean-Marie Kuztuka Did’ho put 
on his St Cecilia blanket. 

Left: “Veterans” in their spanking-
new St Cecilia blankets.

country in which we live and of 
heaven as we long for the life to 
come after this limited life on 
earth,” said parish priest, Fr Jean-
Marie Kuzituka Did’ho in his 
homily. 

We, therefore, have rights and 
obligations to both and should 
know how to separate our 
obligation to God and to the state. 
Very often we link politics with 
‘dirty games’ and corruption. If 
we distance ourselves from 
politics, we have no right to 
complain, Fr Jean-Marie said. 

He gave examples of how, as 
Christians, we can influence 
politics and policies that govern 
us. This included St John Paul II, 
who was instrumental in fighting 
communism in Poland. 

“Let us pray for our rulers and 
leaders, especially politicians, 
that they may be inspired by 

On 22 October, St Martin de Porres, 
Orlando West had an open day of 
all groups and sodalities to try and 
(re)educate everyone about what 
each group and sodality is about. 
Pictured here are Justice and Peace, 
Sacred Heart and catechists, to 
name but a few.        Mpho Molete

MARFAM and the Knights of  
Da Gama are teaming up to 

promote the “putting Christ back 
into Christmas” campaign this year. 
Dennis Gregory explained to 
MARFAM’s Toni Rowland how the 
campaign began in the 1950s 
because they saw how Christmas 
was becoming too commercialised. 
Over the years many thousands of 
Christmas cards were sold as part of 
the campaign which also includes 
reverence for the holy name of Jesus. 
However, sales have dropped as 
electronic greetings have become 
the norm. But families should still 
have some religious Christmas 
images prominently displayed at this 
time if they do not have a nativity  
set in their home, says MARFAM. 

The December Family Faith Focus 
booklets on how Families Walk the 
Talk are built on stories of Bible 
families, the ancestors of Jesus. The 
symbols can be used to make a ‘Jesse 
Tree’ as a family activity at home or 
on holiday. Other advent traditions 
are an advent wreath and assisting 
shelter seekers which reminds us of 
the Holy Family as travellers, and of 
the homeless. Traditional story-
telling from listening to, and singing, 
Christmas carols, making 
decorations, baking and making 

simple gifts makes a change from 
shopping. As the family groups’ 
slogan goes, “The family that prays 
and plays together, stays together!”

Pope Francis writes, “All of us are 
called to strive for something  
greater than ourselves and our 
families.” AL 325  

See www.marfam.org.za for 
suggested advent activities for  

home and parish. 
The 2018 Family Year Planner is 

now available. Its theme “Ubuntu – 
families do matter” will focus on a 
different area of family life every 
month. See the adjoining advert to 
order for your parish, sodality, 
prayer group or school and 
catechism class. 

Also available are:
• Parish promotional visits to assist 

in developing a family pro-
grammes with calendar themes

• Daily reflections on Facebook and 
website

• A free e-newsletter
• Workshops and talks on current 

family topics and 
• A range of publications for family 

catechesis or enrichment.
See www.marfam.org.za or call 

Toni on 0825521275. info@marfam.
org.za . 

Women from all church denomi-
nations gathered at Our Lady of 
peace parish, Kagiso where they 
prayed for all the social ills and 
the statuts of our country.  
Pictured is Fr Ben Mahlangu  
giving each representative a 
blessing.

World day of Prayer 

MARFAM’s suggested 
Advent and 

Christmas activities

St Martin de Porres, 
Orlando West open day
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Young and old proclaimers 
attended the workshop held 
on 4 November at Cathedral. 

Annastacia Mphuthi, organiser 
pointed out valued insights on 
liturgy and divine worship during 
this workshop, which left many 
participants enriched.

Lively teaching and discussion-
questions and answers segments 
regarding the order of the 
celebration of Mass were shared. 
Other programme items included 
the liturgy of the word and liturgy  
of the Eucharist, touching on what  
is expected from proclaimers and 
worshippers in general.

“The nature of proclaimers’ mini-
stry is centred on prayer, practise, 
preparation and proclamation,”  
said Annastacia.

She added that proclaimers of the 
word should exercise their responsi-
bility in the liturgical celebration, be 
firm, stand up and be prepared with 
the scriptures. They should also  
have good posture, exhibit their 
convictions and dress appropriately.

She also took the time to share 
her department’s, and those of 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale’s, concerns 
about the different manner in which 
some parishes are conducting the 
order of the Mass.

Proclaimers’ workshop 
at the Cathedral

Highlights pointed out, that can 
add to the liturgy and proper divine 
worship are:
• Only a minister of the altar must 

be in the sanctuary 
• We should genuflect on our 

knees to honour Jesus Christ in 
the Tabernacle first time you 
enter the church

• On Kyrie Eleison, humble 
yourself, avoid dancing, no 
drumming and, if instruments are 
used, play very softly

• Take note of volume, tone and 
content of text

• The power of pause after procla-
mation and communion should 
be noted

• The liturgy committee in parishes 
must include different sodalities 
and proclaimers

• No clapping of hands allowed 
after the homily

• Prayers of faithful must include 
the church, world, the aban-
doned and local communities 
and departed loved ones and

• The procession of the word must 
not carry lectionary and gospel 
books together.
A lot of different parishes’ 

challenges were brought forward 
from participants and solutions 
given.             Farayi Matondo

Corruption – especially govern-
ment corruption – and lack of 
ethics are social ills besetting 

South Africa. The Justice and Peace 
Department has designated ‘anti-
corruption’ as the theme for 
November and the Southern African 
Bishops Confer-ence, together with 
the SA Council of Churches and 
other faith communities have 
launched the #Wepray4South Africa 
campaign prayer 2017, asking 
citizens to pray it every Friday until 
December. It was with this prayer 
that Fr Keith Gordon Davis opened 
the meeting on ‘Resisting 
Corruption’ addressed by Wayne 
Duvenage of the Organi-sation 
Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA).

About 70 people attended the 
meeting on Tuesday, 14 November 
at the Bryanston parish at which 
Wayne shared the story of the 
evolution of OUTA, from a single-
issue alliance to what is now known 
as a ‘vehicle’ to stop corruption in 
general.

Corruption is so rife at present and 
so seemingly unstoppable that 
‘people lack hope. We cannot allow 
that to happen,’ said Wayne, explain-
ing why OUTA persists in its work of 
uncovering corruption and laying 

Resisting Corruption

Wayne Duvenage, the Organisation 
Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA); Jack Cooper, 

from Justice and Peace (J&P) who 
chaired the meeting; Fr Keith Gordon 

Davis, parish priest, Church of the  
Resurrection and Ruth Busschau,  

chairperson of Bryanston parish J&P.

criminal charges against those 
responsible. Although the National 
Prosecution Authority (NPA) blocks 
these cases, shifts dockets around 
and employs other delaying 
tactics, Wayne is hopeful that 
under a new government – or even 
new leadership in the ANC – the 
NPA will do its job and prosecute 
these cases. Legally, no case ever 
‘goes away’, he said. It has to be 
closed by the court. OUTA has 
some 40 cases pending and more 
projects in hand. These are all well 
investigated and researched, he 
said. OUTA engages directly with 
people and companies suspected 
of corruption asking them to 
support an anti-corruption charter.

Their modus operandi was learnt 
through the e-tolling saga which 
began with the appearance in 

2011 of ‘mystery’ gantries. Wayne 
was the chief executive of a car hire 
company at the time and when 
rumours of tolling urban freeways 
began to surface, he tried to find 
out what this would mean to his 
business and to the industry in 
general. It was then that he 
discovered that e-tolls were on the 
point of being imposed with no 
public consultation as required by 
our country’s Constitution.

He urged those present not to 
feel helpless, to do something to 
hold the people who are wasting 
our tax money, to account with 
OUTA’s help. Our taxes have to be 
spent on services, he added. South 
Africa is a wonderful country with 
enormous potential for prosperity 
for all.                  Judy Stockill

 

Six members of the Sacred 
Heart Prayer team, who are 

also part of the Johannesburg 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
(CCR) journeyed to Cape Own to 
attend the Cape Town Charismatic 
Renewal Conference from 12 to 
15 October. The conference 
opened with Mass celebrated by 

St Cecilia gala dinner
Our Lady of Fatima, Dube 
women pictured above at their  
St Cecilia annual gala dinner.  
The theme was “It’s a Black and 
Gold Affair”. From left: Ntombi 
Vilakazi, Lele Moorosi, Nomusa 
Nkosi and Nontobeko Kwinana.

Lele Moorosi

Centenary and 50th anniversary of 
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park Charismatic conference 

in Cape Town

Rev Fr Peter-John Pearson, Vicar 
General. The international guest 
speaker was Dr Mark Nimo from 
the US. Mass was celebrated each 
day with different priests and 
homilists.

The organising team, under the 
guidance of Andrea Gonsalves, 
were commended for their efforts. 
The music ministry were 
inspirational and every song just 

Some of the participants.

touched a chord, which really 
brought the conference to light.

Fr Ralph De Hahn, the founder 
of the Holy Spirit Centre in Cape 
Town, who is intimately involved 
in the Charismatic Renewal 
attended every day of the retreat. 
This 90-year old man is so filled 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit 
that he does not look a day older 
than 60. He gave one of the 
homilies with so much passion 
and love that many of the 
attendees were in tears and in awe 
of God in him.

What an experience, to see the 
Holy Spirit moving as it did. The 
guest speakers were inspiring and 
one could not leave the confer-
ence without being inspired. We 
all agreed that we were chal-
lenged over the weekend to come 
away from the conference and 
really make a difference in our 
communities.       Neil Philipson

Auxiliary Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
led the centenary celebra-
tions anniversary of the last 

apparition of Our Lady of Fatima 
and 50th jubilee of consecration of 
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park 
on 13 October. Bishop Tsoke con-
celebrated the Mass with 11 priests 
and a deacon. The event saw the 
blessing of a newly-constructed 
Marian grotto in front of entrance of 
church by the bishop. Fr Pius James 
D’Souza, Deputy Provincial of the 
Carmelite Order in India, unveiled 
the placard stone.

The Our Lady of Fatima statue 
was lifted and led in a procession, 
whilst the choir sang Fatima songs 
around the precincts of the church 
with different solidarities raising 
their flags along the way. Deacon 
Keith McKenzie and Mark Morrow 
gave a lengthy history of how the 
church was established. Notable 
moments include the blessing and 
opening of the church on the feast 
of Our Lady of Loreto, 10 December 
1967 by the Rt Rev Bishop Hugh 
Boyle. The church hall foundation 
stone was blessed by His Holiness 
Saint Pope John Paul II at Gosforth 
Park on 17 September 1995 and laid 
by Rt Rev Bishop Reginald Orsmond 
on 10 December 1995, Garden of 
Remembrance within the parish 
grounds and only ordained priest 
from Kempton Park, Fr Russel  
Pollitt SJ.

Bishop Tsoke said: ” On behalf of 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, I would 
like to congratulate you on attaining 
50 years which is a blessing from 
God, gift of this family, you are a 
great, vibrant community in the 
Archdiocese with significant growth. 

“... With all these 50 years, the 
parish only produced one deacon, 
one priest and one sister – there is  
a need to revive vocations at the 
parish,” was his appeal. 

He added that growth of spiritu-
ality in community has been contri-
buted by the arrival of Carmelite 
Fathers from 1996.

In his homily, Fr Pius James 
D’Souza said: “Whatever you ask in 
the jubilee year of grace through the 
intercession of Blessed Mary, you  
will be given,” he said.

Reasons for the consecration 
included the following, he said: To 
know and grow our faith, to receive 
sacraments and be sanctified, to be 
sustained and unified by the pre-
sence of the Eucharist in the altar,  
to renew our faith, sacraments to 
forgive your brothers and sisters.

Fr Pius encouraged parishioners to 
blow trumpets and to keep the lights 
burning for the next generation.

Parish priest, Fr Boniface D’Souza, 
hailed the jubilee as a success.

Fr Boniface handing over the 50 
year memento certificate to Bishop 
Tsoke on behalf of the parishioners.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke with the 11 
priests who concelebrated at Mass and 
Deacon Keith McKenzie.

Bishop Tsoke hands over a gift 
pack in appreciation to Fr Russell 
Pollitt, the only ‘Kemptonian’ to 
be ordained to priesthood.

Pictures courtesy of Chantal Zoom Photos 
By Farayi Matondo
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE NEWS

At a recently-held Catholic Schools athletics event, St Benedict’s  
College broke three records and won by 70.5 points. Kundai Matigimu 
won the high jump, Jacques Theron won the shotput event. The under-
15 team also won its race

From left: Some of the winners - Ipeleng Taunyane, Thulane Ngobe, Owen 
Matinga, Kundai Matigimu, Jacques Theron and Thabiso Motaung.

Bennies wins Catholic Schools Athletics

Mary, Mother of Nations festival

The Grade 7 Outreach pupils of 
Assumption Convent Primary 
handed over a private donation 
of R 5 000 to the Germiston/
Bedfordview SPCA. This will be 
added to the “replace/repair the 
SPCA vehicle fund”. They 
showed Cathy (SPCA Inspector) 
and Nikki (SPCA finances) their 
“Kennel of Joy Jar” which was 
used to collect small change 
from the pupils during their  
second break. 

Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager
Assumption Convent School

Assumption Convent School Gr 7 outreach - God’s Little Fingers

St Patrick’s, La Rochelle 
celebrated its sixth annual 
Festival of Nations in Oct-

ober. This year, the festival was 
titled “Mary, Mother of Nations” in 
celebration of the conclusion of the 
centenary celebrations of the 
Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima.

Mass was celebrated by fathers 
Ivaldo Bettin and Jorge Guerra. The 
diversity and spirit of St Patrick’s 
shone through with the procession, 
choirs and communities. After 
Mass, the event continued with live 
entertainment, music, dancing and 
heaps of traditional food. Despite 
the rain, the day was a joyous 
celebration with prayer, harmony 
and feasting. 

The Festival of Nations was a 
huge success and its purpose was 
once again proven in the parish’s 
multi-cultural communities, which 
shows that through faith, unity can 
be celebrated.     

Yerusha Perumal

The procession with flags of the 
world and the theme of Our Lady 
of Fatima.

Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs at Mass.

A parishioner in traditional attire.

People enjoying the entertainment 
and festivities of the day.

Johannesburg East Rand
Grade 7 learners from 23 

Catholic schools gathered at 
Regina Mundi Parish on 13 
October for their annual grade 7 
Mass. The learners, all beautifully 
behaved, were wonderful 
ambassadors of their respective 
schools. Everyone competently 
carried out the duties allocated to 
them with confidence and pride 
– whether they were altar servers, 
ushers or readers, or whether they 
led the prayers, sang or performed 
liturgical dances; whether they 
brought up the offertory gifts or 
carried their school banner aloft!

The message shared by parish 
priest, Fr Reginald Anthony OMI, 
was truly meaningful. He 
reminded young people about 
walking forward in the right 
direction. Fr Reginald was joined 
by school chaplains who came to 

St Patrick’s, Benoni welcomed learners from East 
Rand Catholic schools for the second grade 7 Mass 
this year, hosted by St Columba’s School. 

Fr David Evans celebrated Mass, reminding the 
young people of how privileged they are to be able 
to foster a special personal relationship with God. He 
encouraged them not to forget this precious gift of 

concelebrate Mass: Fr Thabo 
Mothiba (St Benedict’s College), 
Fr Mokesh Morar (Holy Family 
College), Fr Teboho Matseke  
(St David’s Marist, Inanda),  
Fr Graham Bouwer (Sancta 
Maria Junior School).

The learners were amazing in 
their donations of groceries and 
money. Apart from the many 
boxes generously handed to the 
various outreach organisations,  
an astounding cash amount of  
R2 814 was collected during the 
offertory procession.

CSO team

Fr David Evans

faith they received during their years at primary 
school, but to take it with them wherever they go, 
especially as they begin high school next year. 

Every school contributed meaningfully to a 
wonderful celebration, from singing and dancing, to 
reading and praying. Learners also displayed great 
generosity in their donation of gifts to those who are 
less privileged.

Above: St Columba’s 
Primary School 
Choir leading the 
singing.

Left: Celebrants and 
altar servers.

Below: School  
banners.

Offertory procession.

St Therese Convent School.

Schools holding their banners.

Emaromeni Primary School presenting The Word  
in liturgical danceSt Columba's Primary School.
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The Legion of Mary in Soweto had their retreat on 29 October at Christ 
the King, Orlando East where the facilitator was Bishop Emeritus  
Patrick Mvemve. The focus was on the litany of Our Lady with the 
bishop encouraging participants not to lose hope or despair and to  
meditate on the litany when facing challenges.        Mapule Majombozi

Legion of 
Mary retreat

Legion of 
Mary retreat

October is not only breast  
cancer month, but it is also 

Mental Health Awareness month. 
On 22 October, those who lost their 
lives during the Life Esidimeni saga 
were remembered and a candle lit 
for them at St Martin de Porres, 
Orlando West. The parish prayed for 
good leadership, governance and 
quality health care for all health 
professionals and healing and  
reconciliation for all affected by the 
tragedy. 

After Mass, Sibongile Manyike 
from the parish health desk, gave a 
presentation on mental health.  
This was followed by a pledge to 
continue to pray for all those who 
suffer from mental illness. 

Ten bells of hope were rung as 
each person made their pledge.

Mpho Molete

Mental health 
awareness month

A retreat for the St Marians of the Zimbabwean community took place 
in September at Mother of Mercy Shrine, Magaliesburg. The commu-
nity’s chaplain, Fr Jerome Nyathi, Fr Charles Uloko CSsR and others  
presented talks on various topics.                         Emma Zemura

St Marians retreat

The Mini World Youth Day 
(MWYD) 2017 Pilgrims’ 
Encounter took place on  

21 October at San Salvador, 
Leondale. The encounter was 

Mini World Youth 
Day 2017 Pilgrims’ 
Encounter

centred on the main event theme, 
“The Mighty One has done great 
things for me, and holy is His name,” 
Luke 1: 49 and the sub-theme, 
“Young people|faith|vocations”.

Head of Youth Department,  
Sr Juliana Abioye, expressed her 
gratitude to the Youth Archdiocese 

Forum executive team for its 
collaborative efforts in organising 
the event. “God will reward you 
immeasurably,” she said. 

Addressing the participants she 
said: “I know some of you have 
deadlines and others are preparing 
for exams. Thank you for coming. 
May God bless you.” 

She encouraged them to enjoy 
the activities and urged that they 
have fun by adopting St Therese 
the Little Flower’s attitude who was 
“child-like in her approach before 
God”. 

The encounter inlcuded games, 
praise and worship and taking 
pictures with the MWYD frame  

and reflections.
Quotes from scripture, Mother 

Mary, popes and philosophers were 
distributed for discussions, in 
group settings, to try to understand 
what messages lay therein. 

Through this encounter, young 
people got a chance to ponder the 
motive of partaking in this pilgrim-
age, what to expect in Durban, 
learn more about their faith and 
had the opportunity to forge and 
strengthen friendships. 

Many said they could not afford 
the global WYD encounter regis-
tration fees and were delighted 
that the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference has presented 

this experience for them on a local 
level. 

Activities of the day concluded 
with the Youth Department’s 
Episcopal Vicar, Fr Victor Ngwenya 
presiding at the adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, benediction 
and divine praises. 

Also attending the event were  
Fr Emmanuel Kagimbangabo and 
Fr Petrus Shiya. 

Sr Juliana thanked everybody for 
coming, encouraging them to 
approach this pilgrimage with a 
“sense of adventure, enthusiasm 
and a mind open to learning”.

Lerato Mohone

Pics by Lerato 
Mohone and Rethabile Tsotetsi

The pledges with the bells of hope for 
those suffering from mental illness. 
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for ALL lovers of Scripture

Venue: La Verna Franciscan Retreat Centre, Vanderbijlpark

Dates: Friday 16th February until Sunday 18th February 2018

Cost: R1100 per person

Includes all meals, accommodation & course fees

ALL reservations done through Catholic Bible Foundation

Bookings close 2nd February 2018. 

FULL payment must be made!

Contact: Teresa Wilsnagh (011) 435 7488 
jhb@catholicbible.org.za

Banking details: FNB - The Glen 
 Branch Code 259605 
 Account Number 5375 0057 871 
 Account Name Catholic Bible Foundation of SA 

PLEASE put your name as reference

Catholic Bible Foundation of SA 
presents

Weekend with the 
Gospel of John 2018

Planning some 
    time out in 2018?

27th February – 23rd March 2018

How about a 4-week Mini-Sabbatical 
for Religious and Lay Catholics through an 

“Integral Transformative Programme”

COME BE RE-ENERGISED! REDISCOVER THE FIRE WITHIN YOU!

Presented by:  
Fr Thomas Varkey SDB who has an M.Th in Counselling Psychology, M.A. in Psychology, DMRT (Diploma in Memory 

Rerieval Therapy, two honorary Doctorates, a regular Doctorate in healing sciences and Psy.D (Doctorate in Psychology). 
He is a licensed Clinical Psychotherapist with over 20 years experience.  

Currently he is the director of Psychotherapic clinic in Trivandrum, Kerala, India.
Fr K C Thomas SDB who has a Masters in Philosophy from Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth (Pune) and a Diploma in Integral 

Counselling Psychology from Sadhana Institute (Lonavla). He is former faculty member of Monfort College (Bangalore), 
Institute of St Anselm (Kent, UK) and Holy Names University (Sophia Centre), California. At present he is the Founder 

Director of Bosco Institute of Psychology and Spirituality (Trivandum). He is a certified trainer in Neuro Linguistic 
Programming and a certified facilitator of Holotropic Breathwork by Stan Grof Transpersonal Training (GTT) USA.

Fees:  
R2 500,00 for each module / week
Discounted for two modules @ R4 750,00
Discounted for three modules @ R7 000,00
Whole package: 27 February – 23 March @ R9 000,00

There is also the option of participating in any one or two weeks.

Week I : 27 February – 3 March : Personality Types 
using the Revised Million Index of Personality Styles (MIPS Revised)

Week II : 4–10 March : Breath and Spirit RETREAT 
accessing spiritual consciousness in the service of emotional healing 

and spiritual transformation, using a process inspired by the work of Stan Grof.

Week III : 12–17 March : Integral Spirituality (Holistic Meditation) 
with Emotional Freedom Techniques including Comprehensive Personal Therapy.

Week IV : 19–23 March : Core Transformation & Comprehensive Personal Therapy Workshop

Venue: Don Bosco Centre
WALKERVILLE, GAUTENG

35 kms South of Johannesburg
For registration or for further info:

bookings@boscocentre.co.za or sdbprov@iafrica.com

Over 800 members of the Catholic Women’s League from South 
West, Far West Regional and Vaal Regional Councils paid their 

annual visit to the Sterkfontein Hospital in October. They took with 
them gift hampers, songs and joy to the patients. The women were 
thanked for spending time with those who are sick and lonely.

Tebogo Tsimane

The annual Knights of Da Gama Council 2 Mass for the deceased 
brothers and their families was held at Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbar-
ton. The celebrant was Fr Jean Yammine.

Alexis Callea 

New CWL 
members
The West Rand Regional Catholic 
Women’s League celebrated the 
enrolment of five new members on 
15 October at Our Lady of Peace, 
Kagiso 2. They are, from left: Naki 
Ntoagae, Nomkhosi Nkomo, 
Kgomotso Mokhasi, Diana 
Moletsan and Joy Mogase.

 Tebogo Tsimane

The Catholic Women’s Association of 
St Joseph’s, Katlehong unveiled its 

new office bearers before the congrega-
tion on Sunday, 22 October. The new 
executive committee was elected at the 
parish on Saturday, 21 October. They are, 
from left: Makgotso Tlake – additional 
member, Alinah Hugo – treasurer, Priscila 
Hlubi – assistant secretary, Eva Madumo 
– additional member, Veronica Mbola 
– deputy chairperson, Beauty Mahlalela 
– secretary, Thandi Mokgotsi – additional 
member and Julia Magubane – chair-
person. Not in picture is Nthabeleng 
Matea – additional member.

Abel Dlamini 

Spending time with the sickSpending time with the sick

Mass for the deceased

New office for CWA

President: Elizabeth Maepa
First Vice President: Lydia Tsele
Second Vice President:  

Pamela Tsagae
Secretary: Nonhlanhla Ndaba
Treasurer: Nomanono Molefe
News Correspondent:  

Elizabeth Thipane
There were 138 members from the six 
branches forming the new region.  
Fr Bruce Botha blessed the badges 
and inducted the new committee 
members.                 Tebogo Tsimane       

Launch of the 
Soweto Central 

Region
The Catholic Women’s League held its inauguration of the Soweto Central 
Regional Council on Sunday, 15 October at St Martin de Porres, Orlando West. 
The following members were elected to the following positions:
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Fr Smilo Mngadi 16-12-02
Fr Teboho Matseke 20-12-03
Fr Victor Ngwenya  15-12-07
Fr Daniel Sehlapelo  15-12-07
Fr Emmanuel Temswang 05-12-09
Rev Neil Philipson  12-12-09
Rev Alexander Niven 12-12-09
Rev Ryszard Malinowski 12-12-09
Rev Michael Carroll 12-12-09
Fr Malcolm McLaren 18-12-10
Fr Joachim Malunga 14-12-13
Fr Phuti Makgabo 19-12-15

1st Frs. Kaelo Kimane 
 Emmanuel Kagimbangabo
3rd Fr Keith Gordon-Davis
4th Fr Liam Mac Dermott
5th Fr Michael Murphy
6th Fr Tony Daniels
7th Fr Kevin Bugler
9th Fr Petrus Shiya
10th Fr Henricus Vos 
12th  Fr Charles Uloko
14th  Fr Antonio Nunes
16th  Fr Rodgers Sihlobo
 Fr Alberto Villalba
17th Fr Thabo Motshegwa
21st Fr Shaun Von Lillienfeld
22nd Fr Terry Barnard
25th  Fr Emmanuel Wafula
 Fr Emmanuel Temswang
 Rev Haga Ndhlovu
26th  Fr Innocent Daniel
29th  Rev Louis Khumalo
31st  Fr Ronald Houreld and 
  Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe

4th  Fr Xavier Barongo 
 Fr Bernard Sompane

Fr Kevin Bugler 08-12-59
Fr James Towell 08-12-59
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon 20-12-64
Fr Martin Morrissey 20-12-64
Fr Emil Blaser   08-12-67
Fr Eugene Hennessy  21-12-68
Fr Joseph Falkiner  13-12-69
Fr Michael Connell  08-12-71
Fr Terry Barnard 11-12-75
Fr Vincent Pienaar  02-12-77
Fr Remy Makobane 17-12-79
Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe 17-12-83
Rev Henry Handgraaf 08-12-85
Rev Kevin Kilroe   08-12-85
Fr Jude Burgers 08-12-87
Fr Petrus Shiya  14-12-91
Fr Regi Anthony 16-12-91
Rev Bernard Khasu 19-12-92
Fr Andrew Thomo   20-12-92
Rev John Makgata  18-12-94
Bsp Duncan Tsoke  02-12-95
Fr Keith Gordon-Davis 09-12-95
Fr Ben Mahlangu 16-12-95
Fr Tom Segami  07-12-96
Fr Chaka Motanyane  06-12-97
Fr Thabo Motshegwa  11-12-99
Rev Ernest Madondo 08-12-01
Fr Boniface D’Souza  29-12-01
Fr Innocent Mabheka  07-12-02
Fr Bernard Sompane  07-12-02

We celebrate 
with our Priests

Ordinations

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birth-
days and anniversaries of their 
ordination.Our Auxiliary Bishop, 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke celebrates 
the anniversary of his priesthood. 
Remember them in your prayers!

Birthdays in December

... and in early January

Happy first 
anniversary to 
the priesthood
Picture is Fr Deneys Williamson 
who celebrated Holy Mass at his 
parish, St John Paul II, Lin- 
meyer, on the anniversary of his 
first ordination to the priesthood 
on Sunday, 8 October.

Cathy Leong, St John Paul II, Linmeyer

26th Priesthood 
Anniversary

Fr Jerome Nyathi recently cele-
brated his 26th priesthood anni-
versary. Fr Nyathi is a professor 
at the St Vianney Seminary in 
Pretoria and also serves as spiri-
tual director to thousands of 
Zimbabweans Catholic immi-
grants as Chaplain. He released, 
with Fr Alex S Ndhlovu, a reflec-
tions CD entitled Tendeukai! 
Phendukani! with, amongst 
others, songs by the ZimCatholics 
SA choir, the stations of cross and 
how to pray together. 

Farayi Matondo 

The Catholic Women’s League of Our Lady of Peace, 
Kagiso 2 decided to spoil their parish priest, Fr Ben  
Mahlangu on 29 October. Fr Mahlangu was also celebrating 
his birthday. His homily was about the power of love and 
how we need to love each other.               Tebogo Tsimane

A first of its own 
in Cosmo City

Choirs within the 
Archdiocese supported 
the St Cosmas and 

Damian parish by being part of 
their annual choral concert. This 
was the first time the small 
parish of Cosmo City held such a 
concert and the organisers were 
happy to receive warm support 
from other choirs from various 
corners of the Archdiocese. This 
initiative was to raise funds for 
their parish. 

Top left: The host choir welcoming 
guests with their musical rendition.
Middle: St Michael’s choir 
(Meadowlands also attended)
Left: Mary Queen of Apostles 
young adult choir (Munsieville) 
also graced the occasion.

Lebo WA Majahe

It was a well-attended work-
shop for the Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Commun-

ion held at the Cathedral on 
Saturday, 14 October.

 Hosted by the Office of Divine 
Worship and Liturgy, the work-
shop saw 164 faithful from 42 
parishes in the Archdiocese 
attending. Fr Mduduzi Ndlovu 
facilitated the workshop. 

The workshop sought to refine 
their skills in the ministry to 
enable them to positively influ-
ence the spiritual cohesion in the 
church as well as not to violate 
the core principles of the church. 
Areas covered included the 
revision of the Pastoral Introduc-
tion to the Order of Mass and the 
General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal. The character, the role and 
the positioning of the Extra-
ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion during Mass were 

extensively discussed. The 
extraordinary ministers heard that 
their main function was to 
administer the Holy Communion 
to the congregation and the sick.

Overwhelmed by the huge 
turnout, Head of the Liturgy 
Department, Annastacia Mphuthi 
implored other ministries to 
embrace such ongoing formations 
whenever requested to do so. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI made an appearance at the 
workshop to plead with the 
extraordinary ministers to buy 
raffle tickets and Mother of 
Mercy Shrine merchandise of golf 
shirts and caps in support of the 
building of the Shrine in Mag-
aliesburg. He apologised for 
“imposing myself in your work-
shop but I will continue to do so 
in order for us to meet our target 
of R25 million.”

  Abel Dlamini 

Happy 80th birthday, 
Fr Philip Miller

A joyous celebration of Fr Philip 
Miller’s 80th birthday (his actual 
birthday was on 19 October) took 
place at Our Lady of Peace, Roode-
poort on Sunday 22 October. The 
parish congregation gathered to 
attend Holy Mass celebrated by 
their beloved Fr Philip and accom-
panied by the uplifting singing by 
the Malawian choir. The Parish 
Pastoral Council chairman, Benedict 
Molebatsi said, in his address after 
Mass, that Fr Philip was admired for 
his “very astute and energetic mind, 
even if he considers his body frail 
and that he is ready for retirement.”

Mike Moroney

Workshop for Ministers  
of Holy Communion

Fr Mduduzi Ndlovu delivers a lecture to the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion during a workshop at Cathedral of Christ the King.

Rev Johan van Rooyen of the Holy Rosary parish in Krugers-
dorp distributing mealie meal at Pioneer Old Age Home. 
Many thanks to Manuel Littua of the Krugersdorp Kwikspar 
for the donation.

The Knights of da Gama supplied residents of Mshenguville 
and Mayibuye in Munsieville with food and clothing. This 
was after the West Rand, and some parts of Johannesburg, 
were badly hit by the hail storm. Pictured with them is Fr 
Andries Kimane (above right) , parish priest of Mary, Queen 
of Peace, Munsieville.

Spoiling 
our priest

KRUGERSDORP OUTREACH
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Deaneries which participated:
South 53%
North 45%
South West 40%
Vaal 39%
West 31%
Far East 27%

The Marian Shrine
Speaking at the APC, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, who attended in 
“civvies” wearing his Marian 
Shrine T-shirt, continued appealing 
for funds.

“I am here to make money,”  
he said, adding that to date,  
R11 million has been raised.

“We hoped to raise R14 million 
by December, but I am like Joseph 
with my dreams. It probably won’t 
happen. We will not have enough 
to build the chapel yet. But we a 
grateful for all the funds donated 
so far,” he said.

Many deaneries were organising 
golf days and gala dinners to raise 
funds and people should attend 
these to show support, he 
appealed.

After the APC meeting, Arch-
bishop Buti drew the long-awaited 
winning ticket for a R200 000  
new car, which was bought by 
Fiona Davids of Sophiatown.

Coronationville parish PPC 
member who sold her the ticket, 
Frida Campbell, was at the APC 

meeting and the draw.
Head of the Department of 

Evangelisation, Odilon Molapo 
called her on her cell-phone and 
asked her if she had bought a 
ticket for a car. In a flustered 
state, she said: “No thank you”, 
and disconnected the phone.

Odilon called from another 
phone and got Frida to speak to 
her. She was completely flabber-
gasted and taken-aback.

Davids arrived at the Cathedral 
about 30 minutes later to claim 
her prize. She currently drives her 
mother’s car, so she was delighted 
to get a new one.

“I had completely forgotten I 
had bought a ticket. I thought the 
call was a scam and that my 
accounts were going to be hacked 
into,” she said. “I don’t know 
what to say – I am still in shock.”

Fiona, a history lecturer at the 
University of South Africa, is not 
Catholic and Fr Thabo Motshe-
goa, who blessed the car, told her 
she had to baptised before she 
could take the car.

Frida said she had sold many 
tickets.

“Every family function I went 
to, I had a book of tickets and I 
made people buy them” she said.

An amount of R1,013,920-00 
was raised through the raffle of 
the car.

Continued from page 1. Synod 2019 – parishes not responding

From left: 
Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, 
Basie Maponya 
and Odilon 
Molapo.

The depth of our bonding as a 
small faith community is a symbol 
of the depth of God’s love for us. 
Through Spred our friends can 
experience the Church as a group 
of believers who come together to 
share life.

A Christian community, is the 
web of relationships that provides 
the sacred, safe space where all 
members can discover and develop 
their uniqueness, their giftedness. 
It is the locus where God, acting 
through others, removes the scales 
from our eyes so that we can 
discover God’s presence in every 
respect and dimension of our lives. 
Through this process, we become 
seers of God in everything and in 
everyone and this vision impels us 
to go out of ourselves to serve 
others. We often forget that the 
English word ‘church’ translates 
the Greek word’ ekkl-sia’, which 
designates a gathering of people. A 
great metaphor for community is 
given to us by St. Paul in his first 
letter to the Corinthians (12:12-27). 
Paul uses the image of the human 
body to explain Christ’s relation-
ship with believers. Paul explains 
the need for diversity of function 
among the parts of a body without 
threat to its unity. Community is 
not just ‘a place’; it is a living 
organism, dynamic, alive, and 
always changing, just like a family. 

In a healthy family system, the role 
of each member is not defined by 
his or her level of productivity,  
but by the love that is given and 
received.

We have come to be compan-
ions for different reasons, many 
and varied, but at the heart of these 
surely must be the willingness and 
urge to share the gift of faith that 
we have by which we live our 
lives. All faith companions come 
with a wish to help, encourage, and 
share what they had experienced 
on their faith journey with others. 
All companions can speak of the 
gifts they have received on that 
journey and want others to be able 
to experience the same. They tell 
of how much they get from their 
faith friends and the other group 
members; about the unexpected 
gifts they receive; and how they all 
hope that the giving and receiving 
of all these amazing, wonderful 
gifts will go on. This experience is 
also felt by the families of the faith 
friends and their own families and 
the wider community because the 
community of Spred have become 
more loving people or as Pope 
Francis said – we are part of the 
‘Revolution of Tenderness’.
References: *The Achievement of Karl 
Rahner; W. Dych.1984.
The Way of the Learning Disabled;  
J. McClorry. 1995.
The Spirituality of Community;  
A.J. Gonzalez. 2009.

Call to Holiness in Community 
continued from page 3

Participants who completed the 
three years with the scripture 
programme “Bread for the 
Journey”. This took place on 
Saturday, 4 November at Holy 
Cross Parish, Temba,  
Hammanskraal, Pretoria.
Teresa Wilsnagh, Catholic Bible Foundation

On 27 September, the Johannes-
burg Regional Council of the 
Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) held its annual morning 
of recollection at peaceful and 
beautiful Schoensttat Shrine in 
Bedfordview. Rev Fr Vincent 
Pienaar, Spiritual Director of the 
CWL led the morning’s reflection 
on the new national theme 
“Whom shall I send?  Isaiah 6:8 
Thuma mina.”. Fr Vincent said 
that we must remember that the 
theme is not easy, and we all 
need to reflect deeply on the 
meaning and understand the  
significance of such a powerful 
question. Quiet prayerful time 
was spent in the chapel. Mass 
followed a day filled with fellow-
ship and a deepening of faith.   

Ida Steyn, Diocesan News Correspondent

Thato Moroenyane 

Justice and Peace member, Thato 
Moroenyane (29) from 
Nyolohelo, Sebokeng decided to 

invite the Minister of Women and 
Children, Susan Shabangu to the 
parish’s recent helpdesk launch. 
“Although we have cases of abused 
men, the governmental ministry was 
primarily for women and children as 
they are most affected,” Thato said.

He did not hesitate to write that 
letter as fear and self-doubt are tools 
that Satan uses, he said. “I don’t give 
them room to paralyse me as 2 
Timothy 1: 7 says: ‘For God did not 
give us a spirit of cowardice but 
rather of power and love and self-
control’”.

Thato is a real estate practitioner, 
social activist and an active member 
of one of the country’s political 
youth leagues. He was introduced to 
politics after he was expelled from 
school for standing up for his rights.  

Following being reinstated after 

the expulsion was deemed unfair, 
he became one of the founding 
members of the Congress of South 
African Students which 
represented the interests of 
students at his former school. 

He has served the afore-
mentioned party as a deputy 
secretary, general secretary and 
head of mobilisation during 
elections campaign.

Having been exposed to Oliver 
Tambo’s political teachings, a man 
who was passionate about women 
emancipation, he lists him as one 
of his political heroes. 

Thato loves reading the Bible 
and enjoys reading books on the 
three centres of power – political, 
social and economic. 

A devout Catholic, he said he felt 
honoured and privileged to belong 
to a church that doesn’t turn a 
blind eye to the atrocities which 
marginalised people go through. 

It is apt that his patron saint is St 
Francis of Assisi. 

He also loves engaging young 
men in his street. Together they 
generate ideas on how to uplift 
young people, move society 
forward.

One the highlights in his life 

include coordinating programmes 
for the Gauteng Vision 2055 project 
in the Vaal. This was under the 
leadership of former Premier and 
current Minister of Water and 
Sanitation, Nomvula Mokonyane. 

Currently, he is part of the 
programmes run by the Sedibeng 
municipality on legislation. 
Through this platform, he shares 
information with young people on 
legislation, how the three tiers of 
government operate and he invites 
them to parliament so they can 
engage on issues such as 
entrepreneurship and bursaries. 

Thato was recently nominated as 
a candidate for the Mandela 
Washington Fellowship which 
rewards outstanding young leaders 
from sub-Saharan Africa with the 
opportunity of honing their skills in 
United States. 

Taking place in Washington DC, 
this fellowship comprises three 
fields – public service, entrepre-
neurship and civic engagement. 

Thato places great value on 
family support, including that of his 
spiritual family, as they have always 
encouraged him to go for his 
dreams.                           Lerato Mohone

Bread for the 
Journey course

Sr Anastasia Khoase, 
Baboni Rakau,  
Johanna Mokhari, 
Joseph  Mashaba, 
Joseph  Mthombeni, 
Khathutshelo  
Tshabalala, Kitso 
Masemola, Monica 
Simango, Rachel 
Mnyongani and 
Johannes Ntuli

Annual 
morning 

of recollection

Friends join Little Eden at 
Service of Thanksgiving

Church groups, families and members of the community joined Little 
Eden Society residents and staff for a service of thanksgiving on 

Sunday, 29 October at the premises in Edenvale.  
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and Emeritus Archbishop George 

Daniel celebrated Holy Mass. Archbishop Tlhagale thanked Domitilla 
Slaviero, the founder of Little Eden.

Love has to be a source of our inspiration. It was love that was 
needed to avoid the Life Esidimeni tragedy. The absence of love 
destroys organisations and the people who stay there,” he said.

For more information about Little Eden Society and upcoming events, 
contact Nichollette Muthige on 011 609 7246 or marketing@littleeden.
org.za. Please visit Society’s website at www.littleeden.org.za 

Below: Archbishop Buti 
with CEO, Lucy Slaviero 
and residents.

Archbishop Buti  
pictured with two  
residents.

Redressing injustices  
his own way
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
CATECHETICAL 
DEPARTMENT
NOTICES

‘Abortion Warning’
The pill can abort. See www.epm.org/
static/uploads/downloads/bcpill.pdf 
Catholic users must be told to save 
their souls and their unborn infants.  

082-609-6919

The catechetical office 
will be closed from 

16 December to 7 January 2018

3 sizes - 15cm & 20cm 
(height) and dinner candles.

Catholic Womens League, 
Margaret House, 
33 Roberts Avenue, 
Kensington.  
Monday to Friday,  
8am to 1pm. 

Call Elsie Shai, 011-618-1533/5 
CWL 2018 Pocket Diaries also in stock.

CWL Advent 
Candles

15-17 December
Pilgrimage to Ngome

Holy Trinity Church,  
Braamfontein 

Contact Oswald Mokoena on 
0820861334 or 0715455203;  
mokoenaoswald@gmail.com 

or parish office on 011 339 2826

SHRINE FUNDRAISING EVENTS

From left: Fr Jorge Guerra cs, from St Patrick’s La Rochelle, Fr John 
Thompson SDB, Fr Luke Okwaraudu from St Anthony’s, Coronationville and 
Fr Tshepo Lekoko from Holy Family, Turffontein at a fundraising event on  
4 November in aid of the Mother of Mercy Shrine. This was a combined 
project for all parishes which fell under the Southern Deanery.

Alexis Santana Callea

Southern Deanery

Shrine fundraising
The Ngqugqutela Steering 
Committee congratulates and 
extended its grateful thanks to 
regional presidents, their executives 
and branch members who attended, 
supported, donated or catered for 
the successful Archdiocesan Marian 
Fundraising function on Saturday, 
28 October at the Cathedral.

    Tebogo Tsimane 

Participants warm up 
on the practice green.

A successful golf day 
for the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine

Above: Bail Mokotedi, Themba 
Mthembu, John Mbele, Bushy 

Ntshabele and Peter Shai.

Basil Mokotedi being congratulated by 
Rev Johan Van Rooyen and Tsholofelo 
Mokale after winning a weekend away.

Lebo WA Majahe

Participants enjoying 
their game.

Above: Happy winners at the gala 
dinner after the golf day.

Right: The organising  
committee

Fr Charles Uloko explaining to the 
crowds about the shrine concept.

Below: The team that put every- 
thing together ... all parishioners  
of Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp.

Above: Fr Charles Uloko and Fr Bafana 
Hlatshwayo, rectors of the shrine also 
graced the occasion by attending the 
dinner.

Jose Aquiar and Rev Johan Van Rooyen held a golf day on Thursday,  
9 November at the Krugersdorp Golf Course. The initiative was well 
supported by friends, fellow parishioners, some members of the 

Catholic Men’s Forum. The day was also supported by non-golfers of the 
Shrine Fundraising Committee. The function ended with dinner and prize-
giving at the Our Lady of the Holy Rosary parish hall, attended by frs Igna-
tius Fidgeon OMI, Charles Uloko and Bafana Hlatshwayo. “We encourage 
other deaneries and individuals to help us raise the money we need before 
we start building”, said Fr Charles. To date, their fundraising initiatives  
generated about R740 000. They hope to do another fundraising next year 
and target to raise R240 000 which will bring their efforts to R1 million. 

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?
COME AND SEE!

Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

For those mourning the death 
of a loved one.

9.30 am, Saturday 9th December
St Charles’ Catholic Church, 
35 Road No. 3, Victory Park

Find out why the holidays are 
so difficult, how to plan, 

how to deal with invitations 
and surviving ‘alone time’.
Contact Coralie 0835247016



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za December 2017Volume 32 No 812

We deal in Wholesale & Retail of:
Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns, 

Statues, Etc.

Tel 011 338-5077       COMPARE OUR PRICES!

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

HEAD OFFICE BRANCH
No 1037 Albertina Sisulu Rd  15 Twist Street (Opposite Shell Garage)
(former 153 Broadway)  Drill Hall – Former Army Building
Bez Valley, Johannesburg  Johannesburg CBD 

St Anne’s sodality members 
from Kempton Park

Joyful St Anne’s sodality members and visitors with the sodality’s 
president Yvonne Skosana at Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park.

         Farayi Matondo

Sodalities gathered at the 
Cathedral on Saturday,  
28 October, for their groups’ 

affiliation fundraiser for the  
Mother of Mercy Shrine in Mag-
aliesburg. All sodalities belonging 
to the Pastoral Centre Committee, 
consisting of Kemolo ea Maria ea 
senang Sekoli, St Anne, Catholic 
Women’s Association, Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL), 
St Cecilia and the Daughters of  
St Anne attended the occasion 
where they each contributed their 
targeted amounts.

Each group came forward in 
song, with a leader holding an 
envelope with contributions from 
all members. During the presenta-
tion procession, members also 
joined with cash notes to ‘add on’ 
to what the sodality or group had 
contributed. This method of fund-
raising is widely used in African 
communities where each family 
contributes towards the upkeep of 
the parish.

 In total, the money raised on 
the day was R335 000 which will 
go towards the R14 million target 
set for December.

In keeping with the spirit of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy, the  
St Anne’s sodality of Holy Trinity, 

Katlehong, donated party packs and 
learning aids to the Kathorus 
Traditional Healers Association 
(KATHA) on Tuesday, 17 October. 

The association, located at Monisi 
section in Katlehong, caters for 250 
children who are affected by HIV/
Aids, the sick and orphans. It also 
administers an early childhood 
development programme. The 
health supplement funding received 
from the Department of Health is 
not enough to feed the destitute 
children in its care. 

The sodality has therefore, with 
the help of volunteers, established a 

St Anne’s sodality donates 
to the needy

The CWL held their fundraising 
event earlier in the morning and 
raised some R110 000 towards the 
same initiative.

As soon as the legal technicali-
ties and municipal rezoning of the 
property have been completed, the 
building process will begin. The 
first phase of the building will 
focus on a multi-purpose hall, 
ablution blocks, a chapel and the 
gardens. Parishes have already 

begun using the shrine facilities 
for their retreats and get-togethers, 
which is very encouraging, said 
Fr Charles Uloko CssR, the Shrine 
Committee Chairperson. “This 
raises the momentum and gets 
people excited about this project, 
gaining their involvement.”
The facilities can accommodate  
up to 120 sleep-in pilgrims who 
can also be catered for. 

Lebo WA Majahe

Ngqungquthela for uMaria

Members of the Catholic Women’s 
Association in a procession to present 

their contribution.

Daughters of 
St Anne with 
their “add on” 
money stashed 
on their hats

St Anne’s sodality members seen with 
staff of the Kathorus Traditional  
Healers’ Association. Back, from left: 
Anna Kofa, Cellestine Dlamini, Theresia 
Moeketsi, Angeline Teleko and Sym-
pathia Senwamadi.
Kneeling: Alphonsina Makhubu of  
St Anne’s sodality is flanked by, left:  
Dorcas Malaka – the administrator of 
the Early Childhood Development centre 
and the socia auxiliary worker, Khosi 
Phosa.

Four to five year old class pose with staff and members of  
St Anne’s sodality

Grade R class, seen with staff and St Anne’s sodality members, 
display with jubilation gifts donated by the sodality

food garden on the premises to 
grow vegetables. With a comple-
ment of 75 staff members, the centre 
provides home-visits to HIV/Aids 
affected families, therapeutic 
activities, psycho-social support, 
early child development, early 
literacy and mental, physical and 
emotional stimulation. Their mission 
statement reads: “To provide psycho-
social support enabling children to 
be embraced firstly by their families 
followed by all relevant stake 
holders.”

A delighted social auxiliary worker, 
Khosi Phosa thanked the Catholic 
Church and the sodality for their 
generosity. She appealed to mem-
bers of the community and the 
churches to kindly donate, adding: 
“We will gladly accept any kind of 
donation that will make a difference 
to the lives of these young children.”

Abel Dlamini

Fr Innocent Mabheka, right, parish priest of  
Mt Carmel, Thokoza celebrated Mass for St Anne’s sodality, Near East 
Deanery before the sodality’s AGM. Next to him is Rev Deacon Tshepiso 
Lekoko who was assisting at the Mass. 

St Anne’s Near East Deanery AGMSt Anne’s Near East Deanery AGM

St Anne’s sodality members of the 
Near East Deanery sing during Mass 
before their annual general meeting 
at St Joseph’s in Katlehong on  
Saturday, 21 October.

Abel Dlamini

St Anne’s sodality aspirants 
during Mass.

Hosting members of the sodality made sure everybody had a delicious meal 
after the AGM. They are, from left: Annacleta Mohase, Rebecca Matea, 
Getrude Koaela, Charlot Mtshali and Tshepiso Mandiwana

   


