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Altar servers from Holy Rosary School. They are from left: Jada Dihahlo,
Angelica Ciccone, Daniela Patrizi, Nicole Pataco and Lidia Capriello.

Grade 11 Mass

T

he annual Grade 11 Mass
is one of the highlights of
Catholic school education.
This year’s event took place on
16 and 17 May at the Cathedral
and was drawn on the theme for
the year ‘Keeping God’s children
safe’. The main celebrant on the
first day was St David’s Marist,
Inanda chaplain, Fr Teboho
Matseke. Concelebrating were
St Benedict’s chaplain, Fr Thabo
Mothiba OMI and Immaculata
High School and Holy Family
College chaplain, Fr Mokesh

Morar. The entrance and recessional procession incorporates
the exhibiting of school banners
which bear and remind learners
of the ethos of the schools.
Catholic Schools Office
director, Rosa Calaca welcomed
everybody. She gave a synopsis
of the Cathedral, mentioning
among other things, the traditional plan form of a Latin cross
and the impressive organ which
contains a total of 2 527 speaking pipes.
Continued on page 6.

Ordination to the diaconate

Cardinal Giuseppe Veraldi presenting the ordinand with the book of the
Gospel.

R

Proud parents, Michael and
Anne Stonier with their son
after the ordination.

ichard Andrew Stonier was
ordained to the diaconate on
1 May by Cardinal Giuseppe Versaldi, the Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education in
Rome. He has been studying at the
Pontifical University of the Holy
Cross and just finished his studies
in Theology. Rev Deacon Stonier
is a parishioner of St Charles,
Victory Park. Before he pursued
his journey to the priesthood, he
attained an honours in psychology.
Lebo WA Majahe
Pictures: Fr Thabo Motshegwa
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Youth urged to get
involved in the Church

ith June being Youth
Month, youngsters are
encouraged to contribute and participate in the Archdiocesan Youth Department
activities, especially this is the
year of the Synod
on Youth.
New to the
department during
this special month
is Sons of the
Immaculate Heart
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (CMF)
priest, Fr Innocent
Omachonu Daniel,
Fr Innocent
Sr Juliana Abioye
who has been
Omachonu Daniel
appointed the Episcopal Vicar for Youth.
soccer, watches movies and writes
Ordained a priest in July 2015,
articles for the Biblical Team of
Fr Innocent said it was never his
the Claretian Missionaries West
intention to become a priest.
Independent Delegation.
However, when God calls, you
Sr Juliana Abioye of the Sisters
have to obey and discern, he said.
of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus
Although appointed a chaplain
Congregation, who is head of the
for youth in Soweto deanery
Youth Department for the Archearlier in the year, he said this role diocese, also encourages the youth
is on a much bigger scale and he is to become active in the Church.
looking forward to working with
She has been with the youth
young people.
department for approximately five
As a young person he was deep- years. She listed, among her sucly involved in the church. He was, cesses, the fact that more young
among other things, an altar servpeople are now interested in their
er, a member of the Legion of
faith. She said although the right
Mary, Sacred Heart of Jesus sodal- channels are used to disseminate
ity and Confraternity of Mary
information, they are still not
Queen of all Hearts. Because his
reaching the intended recipients,
home parish was an outstation, he
which is the youth.
was given the responsibility of
The challenge the department
organising the morning services.
encounters is that young people
In his down time he reads, plays take time to show interest and

respond to things which are
not what should characterise
youth.
“In this year of the Synod
on Youth, it is important that
we have our own ‘synod’. I
appeal to young people to
take the opportunity to air
their views which we will
look at as a department.
Young people need to know
each other and that is one
way of doing it,” she added.
Fr Daniel’s duties include:
• Reports to the Vicar General
as the moderator of the Curia
• He has the executive power
over the Youth Department
• He will pay an oversight visit
to the Youth department at
least once a week
• He will ensure that the head
of department has strategic
and operational plans for programmes at the beginning of
each year
• He will ensure that there is a
link between the youth and
the diocese, ensuring that
programmes that promote
holistic growth spiritually and
otherwise, are spread out to
parishes.
Lerato Mohone, Lebo WA Majahe
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Universal: Social Networks
That social networks may work
towards that inclusiveness which
respects others for their differences.

PATRONAL FEASTS: JUNE
3 Blessed Sacrament, Malvern
(1935)
3 St Charles Lwanga, Orange Farm
(1997)
8 Sacred Heart, Katlehong (1956)
and Palm Ridge (2006)
5 St Bonifatius, German community
in Randburg (1979)
13 St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West
(2000); Randfontein (1911); Coronationville (1941), Crown Mines
(1944)
24 St John Northriding (1979)
27 Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Vereeniging (1929/1979)
29 St Paul, Eden Park (1979)

Confirmations, Kagiso

CONFIRMATIONS IN JUNE

Pope’s Intentions:
June

Sat 9
Sun 10
Sun 10
Sun 17

14:00
09.00
09.00
10.00

St John Bosco
St Francis, Martindale
St Catherine of Sienna
Holy Spirit

Robertsham
St. Francis Xavier
Eldorado Park
Dobsonville

First Holy Communion
The candidates were: Jasmin
Emmanuel, Jeandre Ryan,
Lesley Ann Foster, Aobokwe
Anene, Casey Langston,
Camille Jones, Nkateko
Khumalo, Dimitrius Jones,
Bokang Maseko, Thato
Maseko, Simamkele Kasana,
Mxolisi Mlinganiso,
Meshaan Michael.

The new confirmandees from Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 with Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale OMI.

St Andrew’s, Noordgesig recently held its First Holy
Communion service. The special Mass was celebrated with
family, friends and teachers. The sacrament was administered by parish priest Fr Uzo Ohanele.
Elizabeth Louw

Pentecost Rally

The Johannesburg Catholic
Charismatic Renewal organised
a Pentecost Rally which took
place at the Cathedral
on 19 and 20 May.
The programme included
recitation of the Rosary, a talk
on forgiveness and reconciliation,
confessions, praise and worship
and Mass.
by Gabriel Tshuma

Right: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and parish priest,
Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI. Candidates had a joint confirmation
celebration with the two outstations, St Theresa and St Anne
at Our Lady of Peace, the main parish.

Candidates from St Theresa, Tshepisong with Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI.
Pictures by: Kutlo Maseko of Simple Photograhy

Fr Godwin Garuba

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

17 JUNE 12:00 – 16:00
& THIRD SATURDAY OF EVERY
MONTH
HOLY FAMILY COLLEGE, PARKTOWN.

Left: Praise and worship
The youth choir of the day

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’
in the centre of the World –
‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Dillon Naicker from the Youth Department leading the praise and worship.

Join the Bat Kol Scripture group to
Explore the book of Isaiah
Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great poet
and an acute politician, but above
all he was a prophet. For hundreds
of years after Isaiah’s death his
disciples continued in his tradition
writing prayers, oracles and stories
of faith.

Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

SISTER MARIE ANDRE MITCHELL SND.
072-250-4944

10 July 2018 : 10h00
66th Annual General Meeting
of The Catholic Women’s
League Adoption Society
will take place on at Margaret House

RSVP to admin@cwladoptions.co.za
before 3 July for catering purposes

Cosmo City celebrates
Pentecost Sunday

Left: Last mile of their faith journey as neophytes.
Above: Catechism children in action during the quiz.

A

ctivities on the day of Pentecost started with a beautiful
mass with Fr Emmanuel Wafula as
presiding priest. Toni Rowland
from Marfarm spoke about the
importance of families in our
communities.
Gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit
were placed by the Neophytes,
whose last day of their journey of
faith happened on this day. They
sponsored the cakes that were
shared among the parishioners.
The catechism children then got
involved in an activity which
involved “knowing your church”
and competed with each other and
their parents. It was a day filled
with the Holy Spirit and
Nomsa Nkosi
togetherness.
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Ordinary Time
Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

T

he title of this month’s
article is a direct quotation
from a letter received from
a reader. With the Easter Season
now behind us, the Church goes
into the Ordinary Time of the year
which will run right up to the
beginning of December. Let us
take a look at this rather neglected
segment of our liturgical year.
When does Ordinary Time begin?
Ordinary Time is our “default
position” between the four great
liturgical seasons. It runs from the
end of the Christmas Season until
the beginning of Lent and again
from the end of the Easter Season
until the start of Advent.
The Easter Season runs from
Easter Sunday until Pentecost: a
full fifty days of rejoicing in
Christ’s resurrection. “Pentecost”
comes from the Greek word for
“fifty”. In the Jewish calendar
Pentecost, or Shavuot, comes fifty
days after Passover. It marks both
the beginning of the wheat harvest
and the giving of the Law on
Mount Sinai. The Lord’s disciples
and Jews from all over the
Mediterranean had gathered in
Jerusalem for the annual Shavuot
celebration when the Holy Spirit
was poured out upon those in the
Upper Room.

Friday are all celebrations of
doctrines, or beliefs. All three
of these “idea feasts” originated
relatively late. All started as localised festivals and were not added
into the universal calendar until
1134, 1264 and 1856 respectively.
Each was placed on a day as close
to the end of the Easter Season as
was practical. Each asks us to
reflect on an aspect of the God
revealed to us in Christ.
But the introduction of doctrinal
feasts was controversial, even in
the Middle Ages! Pope and theologians questioned why we had
annual festivals for things we
commemorate in every liturgy.
Why, they asked, do we celebrate
some doctrines and not others…
we don’t have feasts of the Unity
of God, or of God the Father, or
of the Word of God, do we? This
debate continues each time Rome
tidies up the universal calendar.
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Left: Fr Tom Segami OMI was
also on hand to answer some
of the questions.

T

he Liturgy Committees from parishes
in the Archdiocese attended a liturgy
workshop at the Cathedral on Saturday, 14 April.
The workshop, attended by 130 congregants from 45 parishes, was hosted by the
Liturgy and Divine Worship Department
and facilitated by Head of Department, Annastacia
Mphuthi.
Aimed at broadening the participants’ view and
understanding of the liturgy, and also at finding a
common approach to the liturgy at all parishes, the
workshop dealt extensively with the composition
of the liturgy committee and its role in the Church;
the general instruction of the Roman Missal and the
pastoral introduction to the order of Mass.
Fr Tom Segami OMI, parish priest of St Peter

• PO Box 46876
Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Parish Liturgy Committee members pay
attention at the Liturgy Workshop.

Annastacia
Mphuthi is fielding
questions from the
participants.

Claver in Pimville, was also present and assisted
with answering participants’ questions.
Thanking participants for attending, Annastacia
said the workshop was critical to the prosperity of
liturgy in our parishes and urged the faithful to go
back to their parishes and make a meaningful
liturgical contribution. “I was really impressed with
your feedback and overall participation,” she said.
She also expressed her gratitude to Fr Tom for his
Abel Dlamini
presence and contribution.

Jennete Makume, Naledi Makume, Nosipho
Makume with Sr Nomveliso Mbanjwa at the Little
Servant of Mary Immaculate stall.

Why do we use green as the
colour of Ordinary Time?

Today we think of green as a
natural colour, the colour found
in grass, trees and other plants.
While Christmas, Lent and Easter
have shown us the life of Christ,
we can think of Ordinary Time as
emphasising the teaching and
ministry of Christ. As such it is a
time of growth in which we try to
live more in accord with his
On the day after Pentecost, when
teaching. We ask that we would
we begin Ordinary Time once
more, it is not easy to know where develop and flourish, putting
down stronger roots and reaching
to open the Missal! Those who
for the skies.
produce our liturgical calendars
have to take into account that
In fact, there was a time long ago
there are thirty-four weeks in
when green was considered the
Ordinary Time. Counting backwards from late November to
colour of the Holy Spirit, and so
now, they figure out where we
green was used on all the Sunday
should be. This year we went into after Pentecost. This may seem
Week Seven and, if you have been strange to us who have always
to Mass on a weekday that wasn’t used a fiery red to represent the
a saint’s day, you will already
tongues of flame that came down
have seen the green vestments and on the Apostles. But perhaps these
hangings.
two symbols of fire and growth
belong together. Desert flowers
What is happening in the Church
and the vynbos of the Cape need
calendar at this time of year?
a good fire from time to time so
that they can regenerate. The
We seem to have so many major
Holy Spirit reforms and revives,
feasts clustered together.
bringing fire to the Earth and new
Yes, if you attend Mass only on
shoots of life thereafter. Let us
Sundays, it takes a little while to
ask the Spirit, this Ordinary Time,
realise that Ordinary Time has
to consume all that is dead and
begun because we have the
decayed in us so that we can grow
Solemnities of Trinity Sunday and
again in new and exciting ways.
the Body and Blood of Christ
(Corpus Christi) on the first two
We need more questions
Sundays after Pentecost. With the
about the Liturgy!
white vestments and triumphal
You are welcome to send
hymns this can look a bit like an
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
extension of the Easter Season.
While Easter, Ascension and
Pentecost are all celebrations of
events, Trinity Sunday, Corpus
Christi and the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart on the following

Liturgy
Committees
Workshop

Vocations
Rally

Above: Bestowing
blessings on religious
potentials.

Left: Young men browsing
through one of the missionary
priests’ brochure.
A young woman
poses a question
to Bishop Duncan.

Above: Potential
religious sisters.
Right: Bishop
Duncan Tsoke

T

Left: Potential religious
brothers/priests.

he first-ever Vocations Rally
was hosted at St Francis Xavier,
Small Farm by the Vaal Deanery on 5 May. Mass was said by
Bishop Duncan Tsoke with Frs Malesela Dikgale, Simphiwe Kheswa,
Emmanuel Dim, Emmanuel Kaloma,
Jorge Guerra, Thabo Mabaso,
Tlaile Lingoane, Henri Gonson,
Kifle Kentamo Kirbawith parish
priest, Fr Sergio Lorenzini concelebrating.
They were assisted by Revs Simon
Mokoena, Vincent Booysen ,
Boshom Mpetsheni, Dennis
Machaba, Raymond Abdullah
Matseke.
Bishop Duncan commended the
vocations department and all
involved in organising the day. He
expressed the hope that, even if it is
once a quarter, every deanery gets

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Bokamoso Ntlokotse, Seipati Tleane, Samukelisiwe
Ngcobo with Sr Kgomotso CSA.

to host a Vocations Day.
In his homily, he exhorted young
people to be courageous, live their
own lives and to explore what their
gifts and talents are. One way of
finding out what your talent is, is by
keeping the company of positive
people. They are likely to affirm the
good you do, he added.
The Bishop managed to recruit
22 ladies and 28 gentlemen to
embark on a journey of discernment to religious life or priesthood.
This does not mean this is their
vocation, they are just going to
discern, he said.
On sharing about his vocation
journey, Bishop Duncan said: “Like
Jesus asked Peter, God kept asking
him, Duncan, son of Tsoke do you
love me?”
Fr Malesela said the church

needed young people. He implored
them to respond positively and
generously to God’s call.
Dean of Vaal, Fr Simphiwe
Kheswa said he hoped the Bishop
enjoyed celebrating Mass and his
episcopal motto especially since the
Gospel was about the good
shepherd. When he was ordained,
he implored God to assist him be a
good shepherd, he said.
He pointed out that the bishop’s
crosier faces backwards, whilst
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale’s OMI one
faces forward. This means whilst the
Archbishop ensures he leads the
flock, his auxiliary takes care of the
flock from the back.
A young man, Moiloa Tshekedi
from the deanery who died
tragically in a car accident was
prayed for.
Lerato Mohone
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Raising funds through
taking care of bodies

The Catholic Women’s League of St Francis Xavier,
Small Farms under the leadership of Fr Sergio Lorenzini organised a family fun walk on 1 May to raise
funds for some of its projects.
Mphonyana Mohapi

A

round half of our population is young people under
21. Their wellbeing is a
matter of great importance. Their
need for love, care, support, education and meaningful employment
as they set out to form their own
future families demands commitment and skill. Commitment is
needed from both adults and youth,
even though family relationships
often go through a difficult time.
Children obey your parents in
everything for this pleases the
Lord. Parents do not provoke your
children lest they become
discouraged. Col 3:20-21.4:6.
Children once born begin to
receive along with nourishment
and care the spiritual gift of
knowing with certainty that they
are loved. This is shown through
their personal name, language,
looks of love and the brightness of
a smile. They learn that the beauty
of human relationships touches our
soul, seeks our freedom, accepts
the difference of others, recognises
and respects them as a partner in
dialogue. Such love contains a
spark of God’s love. Pope Francis.
AL 172.

Pope Francis has called a Synod
of the Bishops of the world in
October focusing on youth. He

Birthday blessings at St Peter’s
Kagiso

asked the youth for their own
views and needs. They want to be
active partners in the Church, and
both males and females want
leadership roles. Is that what most
youth want or is it only a few who
are committed to their faith?
Many see their Confirmation as
a church-leaving certificate while,
within the Church, much is done
to engage with them. There is
clearly work to be done. In his
new Apostolic Exhortation
Gaudete et Exultate Pope Francis
focuses on holiness and writes
that everyone is called to be holy
in their own way and their own
circumstances.
During the month of June adults
and youth could share on many
faith and life questions including
the history of the last 40 years
because the parents of today were
the youth of the turbulent 1970s.
Do we really understand one
another well enough?
Toni Roland, Marfam

Champagne
breakfast
As means of raising funds and to
foster the spirit of oneness, the
Daughters of St Anne hosted a
champagne breakfast. It was held
at Christ the King, Orlando East
on 28 April.
The sodality’s Soweto deanery
spiritual advisor, Fr Lizwelinjani
Mlotshwa OMI opened with a
prayer. Also gracing the event
was the sodality’s Archdiocesan
spiritual advisor, Fr Nkosinathi
Nkabinde.
Mapule Speelman from the
parish’s pastoral council gave the
welcoming remarks. She invited
the guests to feel at home and to
‘eat, drink and be merry’.
Mpho Mashele advocated for
purpose-driven lives. When you
are aware of what it is you are
supposed to fulfil, you will wake
up in the morning and look
forward to the day, he said.
Entrepreneur, Fumane Chuma
said the role of business people is
to find solutions, and challenges
are thus inevitable.

Ladies from Our
Lady of Mercy,
Emndeni in colourcoordinated outfits.

The talented ladies
who prepared the
meal.

When you fail, take that as a
lesson on mistakes to avoid. I am
still applying lessons from my
multi-million business which
failed, he said.
He echoed Habbakkuk 2:2

where God instructs that a vision
should be written down. “When it
is not written down it is likely
going to be a pipedream”.
The women toasted to God, unity
and success.
Lerato Mohone

Graduation Mass

Y

oung women from Our Lady of
Africa, Mohlakeng after their
successful graduations met and
together with their families asked
parish priest, Fr Nkosinathi
Nkabinde to celebrate Mass for
them in May.
During the Mass, Fr Nkosinathi
asked why they chose to celebrate
their achievements with Mass. Their
response was: “This is the only way
to give thanks and gratitude to
what God has done for us”.
What an attitude from young
people! During this Youth Month, as
young people in the church and in
our society, we need to think and
reflect about giving thanks. Many
of us call upon God, but forget Him
after our success. Very few of us
give back to God our success.
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Pictured with parish priest, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde are, front from left: Pheladi
Tlhatlha, Karabo Mashego, Rulani Khoza, Lerato Monama and Boitumelo Lebeko.
The men flanking Fr Nkosinathi are Isaac Linda Mashego and Philemon Khoza.

May this Youth Month encourage
all the youth of the church, not
only to commemorate secular
youth month, but to also be active
in the church and give gratitude to

God for His graciousness. This will
also encourage those who are
struggling and “hustling” in life.
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde
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Disability does not mean inability
… SPRED Thanksgiving Mass

Putting an end to water
pollution

Above: From left: Maki Makhothi, Nellie
Ngwane, Regina Ramolapong, Ntsoaki
Makthetha and Deborah Sebuse.
Right: Sr TM presented members who
have played a crucial role in the growth
of the organisation with a candle.

W
Fr Franics
Muturi delivering a homily,
while animators
translate in
action to those
in attendance.

S

PRED (Special Religious
Development), a catechesis specially designed for
the people with disabilities,
celebrated its 20 anniversary in
a moving thanksgiving Mass
which took place at St Angela,
Dobsonville on 5 May. This form
of catechesis began in 1998 in
the Archdiocese by Sr TheresaMarie with the assistance and
encouragement of Fr Peter Holiday, after he realised that there
was a need for the church to
reach out to the poor for a
SPRED group in Soweto. The
department celebrated its anniversary at St Angela’s because it
was one of the parishes that has
journeyed with the department
since it started. Fr Francis Muturi
AJ, parish priest of the host
parish, was the main celebrant at
the Mass. He was assisted by
three deacons. In his motivating
and encouraging homily,
Fr Muturi said that it is a noble
cause to come together and
celebrate our brothers and sisters
who love God in spite of their
physical challenges. He highlighted that it was sad to note
that in our communities, we still
have families who have disabled
children, but who lock them up
alone every time they go for
Mass. He described this act as
“an inconsiderate selfish act”, as
they too, are human beings who
have a yearn to satisfy their spirituality and connect with God in
their own ways.
“We must learn to see Christ
in everyone amongst us,” he
said. Through the intercession of
Bl Mother Theresa, who had a
deep devotion and charism to
serve the poor and physically
challenged, we should pray for

June 2018

one another to have the passion
and love to serve those who are
not able to do certain things on
their own. Also present, was
ThaboTlali, from St Angela,
Dobsonville, who, when SPRED
started in the parish, was only
10-years old. Today he is 30, and
through his vibrant participation
at Mass, gives witness to the
importance of this form of catechesis and its need for those
who are still “locked away” as if
they are a curse. To those caretakers who continue to assist in
making the lives of the physically-challenged a bit easier, Fr
Muturi said their ministry would,
in turn, be a reason for them to
get atonement of their sins. A
luncheon was enjoyed after the
Mass, with members of SPRED
as VIPs.

ater is a scarce natural
resource which should
be preserved, not only
for human beings, but for vegetation and wildlife as well. On
4 May, the Justice and Peace
Department, together with the
Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) and members of Palm
Spring’s Section A cleaned a
stream coursing through the area.
The stream was assessed for
safety and depth. DWS donated
rubber boots, masks and rubber
gloves. Equipped with their own
picks, shovels, spades, wheel-

Above: The task team of Palm Spring’s Section A.
Top left: Cleaning the area leading to the stream.
Left: Getting rid of pollution in the stream.

barrows and hoes, the community
got down to business.
To build an environment that is
clean, liveable, beautiful and
conducive to good health, everybody has to play their part, said
the team.
They noted that illegal dumping
is exacerbated by non-collection
of waste by the municipality.
Some of this waste unfortunately
ends up in streams.
During weeks in which waste
bins were not collected, households elected to bring them to a
common area where they are

Little Eden thanks supporters
for a successful event

St Benedict’s Pipe Band

Lebo WA Majahe

Above: Discovery donated
Italian glass rings
Left: Boerewors stall

Below: Sally the clown

Above: Teddy bear lovers were spoilt for choice.
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Above: Wings were the order of the day.

B

eautiful weather was one of
the contributing factors
towards the success of the
Little Eden fete held on Saturday
5 May at Domitilla and Danny
Hyams Home in Edenvale.
Visitors enjoyed live entertainment, delicious food and amazing
bargains which were available on
sale on the day.
The society said it is grateful to
the following donors for their
generous contributions and
support:

taken to a landfill site to be
emptied.
Because the stream crosses
areas, the task team has committed to creating awareness in
neighbouring areas as some of
this waste streams into their area.
Tebello Rampo, a Justice and
Peace volunteer who champions
an end to pollution, said when the
church introduces something, it is
important that they include the
community. The community will,
in turn, embrace the initiative and
be responsible for it.
Lerato Mohone

• Mamba Strike Force – pro-bono
security services a few days
before the event and on the day
• St Benedict’s Pipe Band –
entertainment
• St Benedict’s School – cakes and
manning cake stall
• Fr Joe Leathem – event opening
with prayer
• MC Pete Wood – entertainment
and keeping the event alive
• Saheti School – donated items
for sale, manning the clothing
stall and live entertainment.
• Holy Rosary School
• Sally the clown
• 082 Car Wash – prize vouchers
• Intercontinental JohannesburgOR Tambo – spa vouchers
• The Spillage People band – live
music
• Discovery – custom-made
jewellery and manning the stall
• All stall holders: food, teddy bear,
plants, fishing tombola, jewellery,
gifts & novelties, target shooting,
jumping castle, gate entrance
etc.
• Colonyhq, Radio Veritas, Eden
Radio, Caxton newspaper,
Southern Cross and ADNews for
promoting the Fête
• All individuals, schools,
businesses and companies,
including Pioneer Foods,
Glenvale Hyper Fruit & Flower
City, Prima Quality Beef, Eden
Glen Butchery, Rite Firelighters
Pty (Ltd) – donation of various
items and monetary contributions towards the fête.
For more information about the
society and how to assist their 300
children and adults with profound
intellectual disability, contact
Nichollette Muthige on 011 609
7246 or marketing@littleeden.org.
za or visit www.littleeden.org.za
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Grade 11 Mass continued

Catholic schools theme for
the year logo

School flags

Learners during
Mass
Participating in
the service
Proclaimers
of the word

Below: Dean Spiller, leading the praise
and worship

Youths participated in the Mass in
Below: Marimba band from
various capacities.
St Dominic Catholic School for Girls, Boksburg

Emergency services personnel and Catholic schools educators

Continued from page 1.
In his homily, Fr Teboho
reflected on the Gospel which
speaks about the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.
He said: “When Jesus Christ
brought children to His disciples,
his aim was to teach a lesson on
humility, simplicity and love.
They were fighting for a place of
prestige and disrespecting each
other.
“They thought themselves as
more intelligent than the others.
In our lives, in schools, is this not
what we do to fellow learners,”
he questioned.
He cautioned them against
bringing weapons to school,
using drugs, discriminating one
other, bullying other learners and
disrespecting girls.
Enjoy the experience of being a
student as it will never come
again. Some do not have this
privilege, he said.
Fr Teboho made this practical
by recounting how he had to drop
out of school so he could help his
mother take care of his siblings
after his father died. He said from
this he had drawn valuable
lessons which had shaped the
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person he has become.
He also shared how these
difficulties did not discourage
him from seeking an education
and going after dreams.
Practise simplicity and humility
and you will have the greatest in
the kingdom of God.
The young people brought food
and monetary donations that went
to the Sisters of Mercy for their
outreach programmes and the
Cathedral soup kitchen.
During break, some learners
returned to the Cathedral to
marvel at the aspects therein,
others met with old friends, new
friendships were forged, some
could be heard singing their
schools’ war cry and disturbing
the peace and tranquillity which
was, however, welcomed by
Chancery staff.
This celebration also presented
an opportunity for learners who
want to be public speakers to read
in front of and address crowds
and budding photographers to
build their portfolios.
The day ended with praise and
worship led by Dean Spiller in
the hall.

Above: Procession of the Gifts
Above: Prayers of
the faithful

Fr Thabo Mothiba,
Fr Teboho Matseke and
Fr Mokesh Morar

Lerato Mohone

Pics by Sheldon Reddiar and
The Catholic Schools Office
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Right: St Dominic’s to
St Catherine’s, Germiston.

Bible
Quiz at
St Ursula’s

De la Salle Holy Cross
College to St Teresa’s.

The Bible quiz team

S
Grade 11 Pilgrimage Crosses

St Catherine’s Florida receives Cross from De la Salle Holy Cross College.

T

he Grade 11 Mass Pilgrimage Crosses have made their journey to
Catholic schools across the Archdiocese. Grade 11 learners have
had wonderful opportunities for prayer experiences and the chance to
meet young people from other schools, as they handed over their cross.
Each cross, adorned with a special emblem or decoration representing
the school, is sent and received with a prayer and a message to
encourage learners to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel, and to remain
united in following God’s plan for their lives.
The crosses are finally taken to the Cathedral of Christ the King, for
the annual Grade 11 Masses.
CSO Team

Celebrating Catholic
Schools Week

t Ursula’s School, Krugersdorp hosted an interschool
bible quiz on 19th May,
which was incorporated in the
annual Catholic School’s Week.
It was an all-day event, with the
primary school participating in the
morning with seven teams and the
high schools in the afternoon, also
with seven teams.
Several schools namely, St
Ursula’s School, McAuley House,
St Matthew’s, Mayfair Convent
and St David’s participated in this
event.
The schools are allocated a
gospel to study. This year, the
primary schools studied the
Gospel of Mark and the high
schools the Gospel of St Luke.
There were also general

knowledge questions asked and
each team was given an allocated
time in which to answer. Some
questions were group answers
and others were individuals.
Chris Reed was the quiz master.
He also sets the quiz questions
and has been doing this for the
past 25 years. There were two
judges, namely Dr Chav and
Mr Wilmot who made sure
the questions were correctly
answered before the points were
awarded.
The word was brought in
procession and accompanied by
the beautiful harmonising singers
who then proceeded to place the
word in a prominent position.
In the words of Chris Reed,
“St Ursula’s is a well-kept

secret” and it was time to
showcase the beautiful school that
is 114 years old.
The reverence of the school
was experienced by all when they
arrived at the school. This is the
special ethos of St Ursula’s
School. Sr Diane Granger, the
past provincial of the Ursuline
Order, was also present.
The school was originally
started by our Ursuline sisters
who came from Holland many
years ago.
St Angela Merici is the
foundress and St Ursula is the
patron saint. The event was
thoroughly enjoyed by all the
schools and the staff which
organised this amazing event.

Catholic Schools
Sports Council:
U14 and U15
Netball Festival

T

hirty-three teams from
17 Catholic schools in
Johannesburg participated
in the U-14 and U-15 netball
festival organised and hosted by
St Teresa’s School on Saturday,
12 May. The participating schools
reflected the diversity of the
Catholic schools’ network and the
ever- improving standard of sport
being played at these events. Over
100 closely-contested matches
were played over two rounds.
St Dominic’s Catholic School,
from Boksburg, won both sections
and the runners-up were Holy
Rosary School (U14) and De La
Salle Holy Cross College (U15).

Celebrating Catholic Schools Sunday at Church of the Blessed Sacrament, was Fr Tony Daniels OMI are boys from St Benedict’s College
with students from Catholics schools in the area who are part of the
parish community.
Chantelle Burgin

St Benedict’s College and Holy Rosary School at St Therese, Edenvale
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Catholic School Sunday – Holy Trinity,
Braamfontein

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Learners from
St Teresa’s
School
distributing
brochures
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The man
behind the
lens

S

heldon Reddiar first picked
up a camera approximately
eight years ago and became
obsessed with taking good
pictures.

However, this religious education and life orientation educator
at St David’s Marist, Inanda, said
teaching is his first love.
He attended Catholic schools all
his life except for a six-month
interruption when his family had
to join his father, Rev Zain
Reddiar in Iran. He came back to
South Africa and finished his
grade 11 and 12 at St Benedict’s.
“With Catholic education you
get to live out your faith a bit
more. Whilst at St Benedict’s, I
was given the responsibility to be
in charge of the chapel, the liturgy.
I was also part of the religious
education committee and that
makes up part of the reason I came
back to teach in Catholic schools,”
he said.
One of the pillars of St David’s
Marist Inanda is presence. He is
therefore present in his learners’
life. When he informed them he
was getting married, they halfjokingly asked if he was certain as
marriage is a lifetime commitment.

He invited his matric learners to
the wedding. They were more
excited than they were at their
matric dance. At school, it turned
out to be a lesson on liturgy of a
wedding ceremony.
He enjoys taking portrait
pictures of people, especially
candid ones as they capture real
human experience. He shares them
on social media so that everybody
can have excess to them. He also
gives extra-curricular photography
lessons at the school.
He met his wife, Candise
Williams-Reddiar, after she
enquired if he had captured any
images of her and her son,
Thaseen at a Mass.
He and Candise entered into the
sacrament of marriage last year.
They received a special blessing
from Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

OMI.
Prior to the wedding, people
were curious to know if he would
be taking pictures at his own
wedding. He used the services of a
past pupil Vrajeyy Patel. Part of
the package included a wedding
reel highlighting the important
parts of the day and which can be
sent telephonically to friends and
family.
His highlights include working
on the St Marcellin montage made
up of three-and-a-half thousand
faces, taking the official portrait
of Bishop Duncan Tsoke and
photos at the recent Mini World
Youth Day.
He looks forward to the annual
Grade 11s Mass because he
missed out on his. It was during
the xenophobic attacks and the
school felt it was not safe for them

Feast of St Joseph and
commissioning of Catholic
Men’s Association

T

Catholic Men’s Forum donates
to the parish
On the Sunday the church celebrated the Ascension of the Lord, members of the Catholic Men’s Forum from St Theresa, Zondi presented new
chalices, cleaning and gardening materials to the church. Behind them is
Rev Deacon Edward Nyembe.
Victor Styles Makhoba
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he community of St Joseph,
Meadowlands had a dual
rejoicing on Sunday, 29 April.
They were celebrating their feast
day which is on 19 March and the
inauguration the parish’s Catholic
Men’s Association who’s patron saint
is St Joseph. The association’s
chaplain Fr Victor Ngwenya and
parish priest, Fr Anthony Obadina
CMF celebrated Mass. They were
assisted by Rev Dobson Ndlovu.
“We thank God for the gift of life
and for our families I encourage
men to, like St Joseph, take their
rightful place at home and in the
church,” said Fr Anthony, thereby
strengthening unity, commitment in
the church and devotion to family
life.
True to form, Fr Victor’s homily
was interspersed with humour. He
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Top left: Commissioning of men from
the parish.
Top right: Maria Nxumalo and
Nosipho Tshabala enjoy festivities
after Mass.
Above: Taking time off from the jungle
gym to pose for a pictures are, from
left, Khanyisa Maliwa, Jerry Ohaesokam, Ntombi Ntimbane, Miyelani
Ntimbane, Olwethu Gabuza and
Nomcebo Mazibuko.

to attend.
Although he is proficient in
capturing and editing videos, he
prefers still photography.
Recently, he has introduced
drone photography to his skillset.
He pilots a drone which takes
aerial shots and gives an added
dimension to the area and
celebration.
He takes the parable of talents
(Matthew 25) very seriously and
should be able to show God what
he did with his – I gave you a
talent what did you do with it?
For the church, Sheldon does
photography for Southern
African Catholic Bishops’
Conference, the Archdiocese,
AD News, Catholic Schools
Office and St David’s Marist
Inanda.
Lerato Mohone

said: “Before his conversion, Paul
persecuted God by killing His
people. When he went to the
apostles they had a “once a
criminal, always a criminal” attitude
towards him. “But then God
granted him the grace of
conversion, proving that He
uses people we write-off.”
The second reading
motivates us to love one
another, he added. Many
priests who have been
through this parish have
preached about love, yet we
still practise the opposite. If
only we could let go of gossiping,
discriminating like we did polony
and other Listeriosis-affected
products, the world would be a
better place.
Fr Victor said no verbal words are
recorded about Joseph. This can be
interpreted as a person who was
much more of a doer than a talker
The liturgy committee presented
symbols of faith such as the Bible,
the Rosary, a lit candle, holy water,
a white cloth, salt and oil which
were brought to the altar as part of
offertory. Their symbolism ranged
from Christ is the light, ‘we’ are the
salt of the earth and treasuring our
diversity.
Fr Victor encouraged men, like
St Joseph, to be the source of hope
for their families, church and
community after which they were
commissioned by both priests.
Lerato Mohone
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A

ddressing pilgrims at the
Mini World Youth Day
last year, the Southern
African Catholic Bishops’
Conference secretary-general, Sr
Hermenegild Makoro CPS said a
young person remarked with
delight at the sheer number of
priests and bishops who attended
the celebration. She told her that
shows just how much the youth is
important to the church and how
much they are loved by their
shepherds.
This is reflective of Pope
Francis and bishops around the
world, hence the Synod on Youth
which will be held at the Vatican
in October. The theme is youth,
faith and vocational discernment.
By youth, the synod meant
people between 16 and 29,
cognisant that in some regions the
definition of “young” varies.
A pre-Synod meeting where
enthusiastic youths across the
world were invited to Rome from
19 to 24 March.
Their mission was to testify
about the situation of young
people in their respective

Youth to be protagonists
at the next synod of bishops
countries and present their
expectations, doubts and hopes.
Amongst the contributors to the
document that will help direct
and guide Synod fathers’
reflections in October, was
Koketso Zomba from the Pretoria
Archdiocese who represented our
Episcopal Conference.
She said the opening plenary
session was with Pope Francis,
where he gave a talk to young
people about his observations,
what he would like to see
happening and advising them to
speak freely without fear.
Presentations from young
people reporting on current
situations affecting the lives of
young people in their respective
continents and their expectations
were made. This concluded with
a questions and answer session
where five questions were posed
to the Holy Father, which were

answered with clarity.
There were other sessions
throughout the week which led to
the final document which was
presented to the Pope on
Palm Sunday.
Similarities between different
countries include: Lack of
formation for young people, high
incidences of substance abuse and
rates of unemployment.
Dissimilarities were – lifethreatening challenges like the
killing of Catholic/Christians and
natural disasters caused
by climate changes.
The trafficking of people was
also one of the concerns. A
woman from
Nigeria, Blessing Okoedion,
spoke about how she was a
victim of human trafficking when
she was taken to Italy four year
ago.
Koketso’s hope is that the

Synod fathers will be openminded to the working document
and expressing what they don’t
agree with and for guidance and
not negative criticism, as well as
solutions.
Her hope is that we can tackle
those issues involving everyone,
the older and the younger
generation in the processes of
implementations of some of the
things. What she also highlighted
as part of the process was the
opportunity to visit three
Basilicas. The whole group went
to the Arch Basilica of St John
Lateran and prayed Stations of
the Cross. On Saturday, they
visited the Pontifical Villas in
Castel Gandolfo (the Pope’s
summer residence that has
recently been opened to the
public), and on Sunday which
was Palm Sunday (World Youth
Day) they celebrated Holy Mass

with the Pope at St Peter’s
Square.
There are some youth who
were disgruntled with the
invitation of Muslims and atheists
and Koketso quoted the Pope as
having said: “If a person speaks
and I am not fond of him, I have
to listen to him more, because
everyone has the right to be
heard, just as everyone has the
right to speak.” Personally, she
got to sit and talk to other young
people who are not Catholic and
found some beautiful aspects
about their religions, like
Sikhism. This is a practice where
they cook food at their temples
and everyone is welcome to come
eat disregarding their status.
Instead of always finding fault
and discriminating against other
cultures, religions and other
differences, we need to learn to
appreciate what is beautiful about
that and introduce it to our own
space, she said.

Lerato Mohone

Celebrating
Mother’s Day

T

here is no better way to
spend a mother’s day than
at church where the celebration commemorates and
honours our motherhood. Mothers
are the sweetest gift from God to
us, there is no way we can really
thank them for all they do for us.
Nevertheless, we must make it a
habit to keep them happy always.
Thus, St Pius X, Mofolo made the
day very special for the mothers
in the parish by having a Mother’s
Day tea party in the church hall
with Fr Innocent Daniel, cmf
being the DJ to give the celebration some spice. Our mothers
enjoyed the day, and they also
received a Mother’s Day card
from the parish’s youth.
Seipati Tleane

Clothing
the naked
Members of the Catholic Women’s League, St James, Magaliesburg recently
donated clothes to the community
of Gomora informal settlement
near Ga-Mogale Location”.

Bubi Mogoane

Bringing smiles
on little faces

S

t John Bosco, Robertsham
Catholic Women’s League
aspirants, together with the
League of Margherita, made
donations including nappies,
clothing and money to the Look
forward Creativity Centre and
Child’s Haven orphanage.
The project is part of their
spiritual formation.
Alice Motsepe
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Fr Bruce Botha
(left), Episcopal
Vicar for Evangelisation, and parish
priest at St Martin
de Porres, Orlando
West with Tom Miles
of Alpha International, Africa at the
Paulines Conference
Centre on
28 April.

‘Seized by this Book’

D

ivine Renovation: From
a Maintenance to a Missional Parish by Fr James
Mallon is the book Fr Bruce Botha
is ‘seized by, excited by’.
Writing from his experience as a
parish priest in Halifax, Canada,
Fr James Mallon offers practical
advice on growing a parish. The
book retails at R125 and is available at the Paulines Bookshop.
There is also a handbook and a
guide for group discussions.
The core mission of the Church
is to evangelise, said Fr Bruce. He
pointed out that in the Archdiocese
there should be a need for three
new churches a year on the strength
of population increase alone.
Instead, there is no growth – we
are stagnating and, from stagnation
comes death, as has happened in
Europe and North America.
Fr Botha, following the outline
of the chapters of the book, spoke
of the identity of the Church, and
the parish, today; looked at the
hurts, heresies and sins of the
Church in the recent past and the
universal call to holiness, to
mission.
He spoke about the need to
transform parish culture. Sunday
worship should be raised to a
new level with a determination
to achieve excellence – warm
hospitality, great music, inspiring
homilies, a worshipping
community.
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The sacraments are the doorway to the church, a pastoral
opportunity. They include Sunday
masses which the faithful require
and once-off sacraments like
baptism and marriage which
present one-on-one opportunities
for evangelisation. Even funerals
which bring non-church goers
together in the church should be
seen – and seized – as an
opportunity for mission.
The priest cannot do it all
himself. “Is there a leader in the
house?” asked Fr Bruce. The
book offers sound and practical
advice on building a team, setting
and achieving objectives, always
with love and service at the heart
of the ministry.
In Francis, we have a ‘go and
do’ Pope. We should follow his
example and go to work at once
on a renovated parish. “Don’t
wait for perfection,” urged
Fr Bruce Botha, “Just start!”

Conference Call

F

r James Mallon will be
the keynote speaker at a
conference on Divine
Renovation: From a Maintenance to a Missional Parish. The
conference, hosted by Alpha,
will take place in Johannesburg
on the 13 and 14 August.
Fr Bruce Botha, Vicar for
Evangelisation, attended a
London conference addressed
by Fr James Mallon and gave a
talk about the book at the
Pauline’s on 28 April. There will
be more events, like this
conversation with Fr Bruce
Botha, before and after the
conference.
During the question-andanswer session that followed, it
was noted that to play their role
in a parish, the laity needs
training – and so do the priests.
Lumko, a training institution set

up by the SA Catholic
Bishops Conference
(SACBC) in response to
the needs of putting the
pastoral plan,
‘Community Serving
Humanity’ into action
trained many lay people
in pastoral work, but
failed to attract priests for
similar complementary
training. How would
Divine Renovation be different?
Attendance at the conference is
open to priests and laity. If only a
few parishes begin working with
the model, the results will be
evident and attract more converts.
Alpha, which serves the church
in its mission, will assist with the
implementation of the model.
The SACBC has drafted a new
pastoral plan which is open for
comment until July. Judy Stockill

For bookings and more
information see
https://divinerenovation.co.za/

We celebrate with
our priests
and deacons
The following clergy celebrate
their birthdays and
anniversaries of their
ordination. Our Chancellor,
Fr Jean-Marie also celebrates
his birthday… Remember them
in your prayers!
Ordinations

Judy Stockill

Synod 2019 Update
The process leading to Synod 2019
continues. Parishes were requested
to respond to the questionnaire, to
appoint Synod Champions and to
meet the 30 March deadline with
these. Only 101 parishes have
responded and are the ones whose
champions are already receiving
communications going forward.
Those that have not complied
with the above request and
requirement will unfortunately not
be receiving any communication
from the Synod 2019 preparations
committee. We take this opportunity to thank the 101 parishes
that made an effort to honour the
Archbishop’s request.
The Champions have all received
their invitation with a programme
to a workshop on Saturday the
14 July at Cathedral Small Hall.

Marumagae Moshe (left) of Our
Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale with
Fr Tom Devoy, parish priest of
St John the Baptist, Brakpan share
an enthusiasm for training the laity
to share fully in the mission of the
Church. They attended a talk by
Fr Bruce Botha on the book ‘Divine
Renovation’ by Canadian Fr James
Mallon.

Installation to the ministry
Seminarians of the Archdiocese doing Theology II, were installed to
the Ministry of Lector on the 16 May by Bishop Jeremiah Masela of
Polokwane.
They are Vusumuzi Nhlapo, Mlungisi Mabe and Nkosinathi
Mhlambi.

Reflecting on Pope Francis’
message for World
Communications Day

Odilon Molapo, Dept of Evangelisation.

O

n Saturday 12 May, young
people from the Salesian
Youth Movement in Johannesburg
gathered at Don Bosco Educational Projects in Ennerdale to
reflect on Pope Francis’ message
for World Communications Day.
They discussed what it means to
be a Christian online and how
they can counter the problem of
fake news. As part of the reflections, the youth were asked to
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produce a short video that
promotes journalism for peace,
especially on social media.
Photo Mpho George Armstrong
Br Clarence Watts

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion),
Catholics must be told, for their eternal
welfare, and survival of their
unborn infants.

Fr Victor Kotze
28-06-59
Msgr Barney Mc Aleer 21-06-64
Fr Michael Murphy
09-06-73
Fr Kieran Birmingham 29-06-75
Fr Martin O’Connell 10-06-78
Fr Martin Reilly
07-06-80
Fr Lazlo Karpati
11-06-80
Fr Karmelo Stric
04-06-89
Rev Ronald Harvey
27-06-93
Fr Taelo Kimane
05-06-04
Fr Philip Miller
17-06-06
Fr Elijah Otu
21-06-08
Fr Cletus Onwudiwe 26-06-08
Fr Luke Okwaraudu 26.06.08
Fr Ugwu Johnson
23-06-12
Fr Sean McEwen
23-06-12
Fr Brian Mhlanga
29-06-13
Fr Henri Denoukouia 28-06-14
Fr Ernesto Zunguze 21-06-15

Birthdays in June
1st Rev Kevin Kilroe
2nd Fr Victor Kotze
5th Fr Boniface D’ Souza
7th Fr Ernesto Zunguze
10th Rev Aubrey Damster and
Fr Ernst Halbe
12th Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza and
Fr Mark James
18th Fr Kieran Birmingham and
Rev Ronald Peters
20th Fr Thomas Devoy
22nd Fr Victor Ngwenya
23rd Fr Faustyn Jankowski
25th Fr Berrnard Hession
26th Rev Ronald Harvey and
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka
Did’Ho

... and in early July
3rd
5th
6th

Fr Joseph Luyombya
Rev Robert Bothma
Rev Neil Philipson

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill :

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919
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Pensioner raising funds
for Shrine

Beware of fake
Shrine merchandise

t has come to the attention of
the Mother of Mercy Shrine
fundraising committee that
fake Shrine t-shirts, very similar
to those officially available from
the diocese, at a much lesser
price, are being sold.
An individual was spotted selling shrine t-shirts at the recent
200th celebrations, and there have
been reports from other parishes
about this.
The Shrine fundraising committee continually comes up with
initiatives for new Shrine merchandise to assist in raising
money for the building project,
which greatly assists parishes in
contributing to the Shrine. The
committee said that, while it
realised that, as a country, we are

facing dire situations where many
people are trying to survive due
to unemployment and other factors, we cannot allow people to
use the logo to solicit money
from unsuspecting individuals,
who believe they are supporting
the church initiative. The public
is therefore asked only to buy the
Shrine merchandise from the
Chancery and through Friends of
the Shrine in their parishes.
This act is illegal, and
is also a disregard of the
morals which the Catholic
Church stand for. Necessary steps
will be taken against people
caught selling items with the
Shrine logo without consent.
Lebo WA Majahe
Shrine Fundraising Committee

A journey to the
Mother of Mercy
Shrine

W

Even though long past, the 200 year
celebrations at the Mother of Mercy Shrine in
the Magalies-burg left a long-lasting spiritual
experience for our contributor, Abel Dlamini.

e left the Cathedral of
Christ the King at
4 pm and arrived at the
Shrine at 7 pm, overcome with
quiet admiration and religious
enthusiasm. We drove down the
tiny road over a narrow bridge,
right up to the hilltop where the
reception area is situated.
On arrival, we were warmly
welcomed by Fr Charles Uloko
Cssr, rector of the Shrine and
parish priest of St James Boys
Town in Magaliesburg.
Later on we took a walkabout
in the tranquil atmosphere of the
Shrine together with Fr Ben
Mahlangu OMI, Vicar for Liturgy
and Fr Charles Uloko CSsR as
our guide, after which we tucked
in to a delicious dinner of pap and
braai chicken.
The huge trees in the densely
populated landscape tower over
the main road to Rustenburg and
flourish in the cool and moist
climate. The captivating environment creates a religious sensation
and is bound to enhance our
Christian principles that should
dominate the discourse.
The Shrine, which is in an incubation period, is no longer a question of ‘if’, but a matter of ‘when’
it will be fully functional for the
faithful to re-boot their faith.
It is a place considered to be
the cradle of spiritual evolution
and a religious panacea for the
spiritually disenchanted where
our ever evaporating spirituality
will be replenished. It is a place
that will enhance the Catholic
community’s sense of self-worth
and identity.
In order for us to bring honour
and prestige to the Catholic
Church, we need to unite in
contributing generously towards
the various projects of the Shrine
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to realise its timeous completion.
It was indeed a liberating
experience as it dawned on us that
Mother Nature has so much to
offer. God has far greater things in
mind for us than we realise.
Abel Dlamini

P

ensioner Joyce Maphisa, after being in the business world
all her working life, is now dedicating her life to raising
funds for the new Shrine.
She is appealing to all to purchase the new, branded Mother
of Mercy merchandise which includes jackets, umbrellas,
backpacks and T-shirts. “It is very important for us, as Catholics
to have our very own place for dedications, pilgrimages and
prayer. The Magaliesburg area is beautiful, green and peaceful
which is wonderful for prayer and meditation. I appeal to everyone to support us,” she said.

Gala dinner,

a huge success!

Right: The lucky
winners of the
raffle.

T

he Pastoral Committee,
headed by Joyce Maphisa,
hosted a successful gala dinner on
14 April at the Cathedral hall to
raise funds for the shrine building
project. Fifty five tables, with
each seating 10, were quickly
booked out and which raised
slightly over R150 000.
The master of ceremonies was
Odilon Molapo, Head of the
Evangelisation Department in the
Archdiocese. Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI was the keynote
speaker, and explained the shrine
concept and how far it is in terms
of fundraising.
He encouraged active participation by everybody regarding this
project and appealed for people’s
generosity so that construction
can finally begin. Auxiliary
Bishop, Duncan Tsoke, some 10
priests and five Companions of St
Angela sisters were also in atten-

Below: The Companions of St Angela
sisters

Right: Battle on the dance
floor. Frs Thabo Motshegwa
and Nkosinathi Nkabinde
having fun.

dance. Joyce Maphisa gave an
illustrative talk on why we should
support this project, highlighting
that Johannesburg is the biggest
diocese within the SACBC conference regions, yet we do not
have our own place where we can
gather to praise God. This event
is one of many activities planned
to generate money for the project,
which includes the selling of the
shrine merchandise.
A buffet dinner and wine was
served. There was a raffle for a

fruit basket, a vase with flowers
and a statue of the Holy Family.
On the 30 June, a musical concert will be hosted at the
Cathedral, where 12 choirs will
be entertaining the crowds with
their God-given talent of singing, as a way of them raising
funds for the project.

Lebo WA Majahe

St Peter Claver CWL committee
The newly-elected Catholic Women’s League of St Peter Claver, Pimville
From left: Puseletso Thipe – President, Eva Mokhosi – Deputy President, Sdudla Khumalo
– Secretary General, Smangele Lekhetoa – Deputy Secretary, General Treasurer – Lizy
Maepa, Flaiana Mosoeu – Events Co-ordinator, Ntsoaki Mokoena – Sick and Bereavement
Co-ordinator, Marjorie Phetoe – Spiritual Upliftment Co-ordinator and Lorna Shezi –
Community Projects Co-ordinator.
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