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Formation and Creativity Day

This annual formation and creativity day, organised by the Catechetical 
Department with assistance of deanery coordinators, was held at the 
Cathedral on 25 August. About 650 catechists in the Archdiocese 

attended making it a great success.                                      Continued on page 4.

From left: Catechists Katie Brown, Dorathea Cowley, Carlene Matheson and Roshlyne Patel.

listened six moving testimonies 
from families of vastly different 
backgrounds as they gave witnesses 
on how they live the joy of the 
Gospel.

With the clerical abuse scandal 
casting a shadow on the meeting, 
the Holy Father prefaced his address 
by speaking out against the grave 
scandal of abuse by the church.

The meeting of families culmin-
ated with the Papal Mass which 
was attended by Ireland’s president 
Michael D Higgins on 26 August. 

Through the gloomy weather of 
grey skies, the incessant rain and 
strong winds, participants bore it all 
gladly.

The SA Catholics Bishops’
Conference, Marriage 
and Family Life Office, 
under the stewardship of 
Bishop Zolile Mpam-
bani, expressed gratitude 
to all the laity who had 
come from their various 
dioceses in the SACBC 
region to witness and 
participate in the events 
in Dublin, and for the 
manner in which they 
stayed as an SACBC 
family outside of 
Southern Africa.

The Bishop advised  
all to go share their 
experiences, with the 
hope that more families 
join in the pilgrimage 
during the next World 
Meeting of Families, 
scheduled for 2021, in 
Rome.

Lerato Mohone

Laetitia. The events of each day 
were guided by a key theme from 
the exhortation.

A solemn evening prayer mark-
ing the opening of the WMOF2018 
was led by Archbishop Diarmuid 
Martin of Dublin on Tuesday.

A three-day Pastoral Congress 
took place at the Royal Dublin 
Society. 

There were several different 
areas and event programmes for 
people to enjoy, either individu-
ally, in a group or as a family. 

Among the highlights of 
Wednesday’s programme was the 
world premiere of the children’s 
and parents’ catechism YOUCAT 
for Kids. At this session, Cardinal 
Christoph Schonborn from the 
Archdiocese of Vienna, as well as 
Bishop Brendan Leahy of Limerick 

MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million

Opening a cause for beatification
Luigi Slaviero, the postulator for the cause of beatification for Danny and 
Domitilla Hyams from Little Eden, formally handed over to Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale a petition to consider opening a cause for their beatification. This 
petition is formally called the Libellus.

The Archbishop, together with different experts and advisors, appointed 
according to the guidelines given by the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, will now review the petitions. In upcoming editions of the ADNews, 
we will publish extracts from this petition.
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Reversing roles – Our 
ADNews reporter, Lerato 
Mohone, who attended 
the World Meeting of  

Families 2018, found 
herself on the other 

side of the lens in 
Dublin, Ireland after 
being interviewed by 
an Irish radio station 

on family life.

Marriage and family life 
can be a difficult calling, 
demanding self-sacrifice, 

and entails people ‘dying’ inter-
nally in order to be reborn to a 
greater and more enduring love.

These were the words spoken by 
Pope Francis during his visit to the 
World Meeting of Families 2018 
(WMOF2018) which took place 
from 21 to 26 August in Dublin, 
Ireland. 

Thousands of families and 
pilgrims from all around the world 
attended this, one of the most 
significant events in the church 
calendar. The overarching theme 
for WMOF2018 was: The Gospel 
of the Family: Joy for the World. 
This was chosen by Pope Francis 
from the opening words of his 
apostolic exhortation, Amoris 

spoke on the importance of estab-
lishing faith within the family. 

This was preceded by a work-
shop for the whole family titled 
‘When Little Philosophers Ask 
Big Questions’. The handbook 
was, as ‘a gift from the Holy 
Father’, handed out to pilgrims at 
no cost. 

Thursday’s programme included 
presentations and discussions on 
supporting newly-married couples 
in the parish, human trafficking 
and Theology of the Body. 

Ahead of the celebration of 
Mass, couples celebrating 25, 50 
and 60 years of marriage shared 
their experiences of love and 
fidelity amidst difficulties.

Cardinal Joao Braz de Avviz 
from Brazil presided at Mass. His 
homily was titled “Love endures 
all things: why strong marriages 
make stronger societies”.

Stephen Conway from Retro-
vaille South Africa formed part of 
the panel discussing the topic 
‘Coping with Crises and Hurt in 
Marriage’.

On Friday families from 
troubled parts of our world gave 
testimonies. 

Keynote speaker Cardinal Mario 
Zenari, Apostolic Nuncio to Syria 

address was ‘The Family 
as a Key to Peace in a 
Turbulent World’.

The festival of families took 
place on Saturday, 25 August at 
Croke Park stadium. More than 
2000 singers, dancers, performers, 
musicians and families from all 
over the world came together to 
create the theatrical presentation. 
Performances included the rendi-
tion of Ave Maria by Andrea 
Bocelli and Celine Byrne. 

Pilgrims could not contain their 
excitement as the Holy Father 
emerged aboard his ‘pope mobile’, 
waving and smiling. ‘Viva il Papa,’ 
‘Papa Francesco,’ they roared. 

He greeted people, even if only 
for a fleeting moment, blessing 
children by touching their heads. 

He joined the audience to watch 
the remaining performances, then 

‘Marriage and family 
  life can be difficult’  
                                            – Pope Francis
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PATRONAL FEASTS: OCTOBER
1st St Thérèse, Alberton (1948); Edenvale (1938); Zondi
2nd  Holy Angels, Bez Valley (1914)
4th  St Francis of Assisi, Reiger Park (1965); Rust Ter 

Vaal (1968); Vanderbijlpark (1960); Yeoville (1913).
7th Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp (1891); 

The Holy Rosary, Phiri (1969)
16th  St Margaret, Diepkloof (1964)
19th St Paul of the Cross, Bekkersdal (1975)
22nd St John Paul II, Linmeyer (2012)

CONFIRMATIONS IN OCTOBERPope’s Intentions: 
October

Evangelization: The Mission of 
Religious – That consecrated reli-

gious men and women may bestir 

themselves, and be present among 

the poor, the marginalized, and 
those who have no voice.

Join the Bat Kol Scripture group  
to explore the book of Isaiah

Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great poet 
and an acute politician,  

but above all he was a prophet.  
For hundreds of years after Isaiah’s 

death his disciples continued in  
his tradition writing prayers, oracles 

and stories of faith.

Third Saturday of every month

HOLY FAMILY COLLEGE, PARKTOWN
 Sister Marie Andre Mitchelle SND  

072 250-4944

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?    COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

Fri 5 18:00 St Charles Victory Park
Sat 06 18:00 St John Paul II Linmeyer
Sun 07 09:00 Holy Rosary Phiri
Sat 13 17:30 Our Lady of Lourdes Rivonia
Sun 14 09:30 Immaculate Conception Diepkloof
Sun 14 09:00 Blessed Isidore Bakanja Protea North
Sat 20 17:30 St Patrick Benoni
Sun 21 10:00 St Augustine Germiston
Sun 21 08:30 St Francis de Sales Lawley
Fri 26 18:30 Our Lady of Cedars Woodmead
Sat 27 18:00 Immaculate Conception Rosebank
Sat 27 10:00 Our Lady of Loreto Kempton Park
Sun 28 10:00 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Vereeniging

OCTOBER
5-7: Vaal Deanery Altar Servers’ retreat
5-7: Gift Youth Ministry from St John Northriding weekend retreat
6:  First Sat public pilgrimage in honour of Our Lady of Fatima
6:  Renew family day pilgrimage (pending confirmation)
12-13:  School event from Klerksdorp
12-14:  Confirmation retreat for candidates from Holy Redeemer, 

Rustenburg
19-21:  Daughters of St Anne weekend retreat
26-28:  Immaculate Conception group weekend retreat

NOVEMBER
3:  First Sat public pilgrimage in honour of Our Lady of Fatima
24:  St Cecilia’s day pilgrimage

For booking inquiries kindly contact
The Rector: Fr. Charles Uloko CSsR 

0835400170; frcharlescssr@motherofmercy.org.za
OR  Volunteer Assistant: Themba Nkomo

27 83 585 5813; info@motherofmercy.org.za
Visit our website: www.motherofmercy.org.za

Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/MarianshrineMagaliesburg/

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR, SOWETO
Wednesday evenings, 

5 September – 31 October  •  18:00 – 20:30pm   
Christ the King Catholic Church, Orlando East 

Contact: Charity 078 736 4832 • Marieke 011 402 6400 (w)

Trafficking in persons 
happens on your doorstep - find out more

Zoo Lake (off Lower Park Drive)
Saturday 6 October from 10:30

An awareness raising event hosted 
by Sisters for Justice.

Human trafficking has been labelled 
the new slave trade. Modern slaves 

also end up working for no wages 
with no prospect of changing their 
situation without outside help.

Vulnerable people are lured with promises 
of marriage, good jobs, education – and 

then held against their will, working in agriculture, in domestic 
service, in the sex trade. They are strangers in their place of 
work, are isolated from their families and have nowhere to turn 
for help nor the means to flee.

Come to Zoo Lake to meet organisations and people active in 
the fight against trafficking. Find out how you can help counter 
the scourge human trafficking.

For more info contact: 
Loek Gomans 072-383-8594  / Shelagh Mary shf 083-256-1422 

SACBC Counter trafficking office: Sr Melanie O’Connor 
(012) 323-6458 / Toll free: 0800 555 999 (IOM)

Youths! Face the world with the 
grace you have received

The 19 August was an unforgettable 
and joyous day for 13 catechumens 
who received the sacrament of con-
firmation at the hands of Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke at a Mass celebrated 
at St Michael’s, Meadowlands. Bishop 
Duncan was assisted by parish priest, 
Fr Hubert Obaedo cmf.

In his homily the Bishop reiter-
ated that respect and care is due to 
women, not only in the Women’s 
Month, but going forward. He also 
said that the youth are the future of 

the church with a mission to take it 
to the next level. 

At the end of the Mass the candi-
dates duly committed themselves to 
different groups to employ the 
charism they received today.

The parishioners were blessed 
with this august visitor who came to 
reanimate the people of God in St 
Michael’s and strengthen the work 
of God in Soweto 

Fr Hubert Obaedo cmf 
All part of the same loaf during First Holy 
Communions at St Patrick’s, La Rochelle.

First Holy 
Communion

On 19 August, 11 children received their First 
Holy Communion in Saint Patrick’s Parish, La 

Rochelle. Fr Pablo Velasquez was the main celebrant, 
assisted by parish priest, Fr Jorge Guerra. During the 
homily, Fr Pablo showed a video clip on what hap-
pens during the consecration. He also prepared a bas-
ket of essential food items to compare how Jesus, in 
the Eucharist, is the food of life and how Communion 

is sharing. To enhance this, the children all brought 
non-perishable items for the poor during the offertory 
procession. 

At the end of Mass, all the children together, held 
onto the enormous loaf of bread that was the focal 
point of the essential food items, with the message 
that sharing and unity with Jesus and one another is 
central to our Catholic faith.              Dominique Byrne

Food parcels and 
the giant bread 
loaf signify shar-
ing.

The ceremony of light

Holy Trinity Braamfontein has planned a 
weekend Pilgrimage to Ngome from  

14 to 16 December 2018.  
Contact Oswald Mokoena for more information 
082 086-1334 or mokoenaoswald@gmail.com.

Family of God Community Healing Seminar
“Overcoming Obstacles to Unity in the Community”

Every Tues evenings until 30 October 2018 at 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
at St Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No. 3, Victory Park

John 8:32 “The TRUTH shall set you free”.
Contact: Mary 082 873 3372 or Marieke 082 399 1419

SECURE PARKING

Department of Justice & Peace Recollection Day
Date: 20 October 2018

Time: 09:00-14:00
Venue: Cathedral Christ the King
186 Nugget Street, Johannesburg

RSVP: Tebogo Masunyane:  
011 402 6400/ 078 086 6757
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able to predict some of the 
disasters like drought, he 
added, advising not to 
wait for them to strike. 
Describing this as solidar-
ity of proximity, he said if 
communities are prepared, 
they are ready to serve 
when there is a disaster. 

Aloysius added that 
there is no competition in charity. 
Thus, Caritas aims to work in 
communion with other charity 
agencies. 

President of Caritas SA, Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke said: “At the 
training in Pretoria, it came to 
light that other dioceses have 
chaplains who have a job 
description which makes their 
duties very clear and this is 
something we can adopt”. 

Although still in its infancy 
stages, Caritas has made some 
strides in the Archdiocese. It has 
been registered as a non-profit 
organisation and has visited four 
deaneries explaining its role 
during priests’ meetings. 

Fr Mokesh Morar said the 
closing prayer.

Lerato Mohone

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Blessings for non-
communicants

We need more questions about 
the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876 
  Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
  adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

sign of unity and community – we 
are not a queue of private individ-
uals receiving Communion, but 
are all part of one great commu-
nion in Christ.

Other clergy will do nothing to 
encourage this practice and have 
even spoken against it. They may 
feel that they should not touch 
anyone with the hand they are 
using to distribute the sacred 
hosts. Perhaps they do not want to 
be misinterpreted as implying that 
a blessing is as good as Holy 
Communion. They point out, quite 
rightly, that blessing people at this 
time pre-empts the final blessing 
at the end of the liturgy. 

While making the sign of the 
Cross over a baby in the arms of 
its parent can hardly be called a 
disruption of the Communion 
Rite, having the catechism teach-
ers line up all the under eights for 
individual blessings is quite 
another matter. School Masses can 
be awkward too given the large 
number of non-Catholic children. 
When blessings are restricted to 
the priest, we end up with the 
priest spending the entire time 
blessing those who cannot receive, 
while the extraordinary ministers 
give the Holy Communion to the 
Catholic faithful – certainly not 
how things were meant to be! 

Parents, please remember that 
these blessings are not found in 
the rubrics and so no priest or dea-
con is obliged to offer them. 

I know of people who are travel-
ling to Italy with young children 
who have not yet made their First 
Holy Communion. Does the same 
procedure apply as here where all 
the children need to do is cross 
their arms over their chests to 
make it known to the priest that 
they want to receive a blessing 
and not communion?

This question is hard to answer as 
Italy is a big country with many 
churches and chapels and there is 
no uniformity of practice in this 
matter. Some priests will be more 
accommodating of children than 
others. Some will have seen this 
custom outside of Italy whereas 
others will find it very odd. It is 
best to check with the presiding 
priest before time. Parents should 
take the opportunity to prime their 
children so that they know cus-
toms differ from place to place 
and that blessings at Communion 
time are still best regarded as a 
concession, not the norm. 

This month’s question comes 
from Benoni. Since nothing 

about this topic is to be found in 
the Church’s official liturgical 
books, I have once again delved 
into the murky and often uncharit-
able world of American blogs in 
order to get some contrasting 
views on the matter!

I notice that in some parishes 
when people come forward at 
communion time, some do not 
receive Holy Communion but 
instead they get a blessing from 
the priest or the extraordinary 
minister. What is the correct way 
of doing this?

The simple answer is that there is 
no “correct” way of doing this 
because it is a relatively recent 
practice which has developed out-
side of Rome and which has not 
yet been incorporated officially 
into the Roman Missal. 

There are several related issues 
here, each of which needs to be 
named: [1] Whether or not to bless 
children who have not yet reached 
the age of reason, [2] whether or 
not to bless non-Catholics, or 
Catholics not in a state of grace, 
who come forward at this time, [3] 
whether or not to allow Extra-
ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion to bless people. In 
this column I am going to restrict 
myself to the first of these.

What is the big deal about  
blessing small children during the 
distribution of Holy Communion? 
Hasn’t this always been the  
practice?

After the Second Vatican Council 
people began to receive Holy 
Communion more frequently than 
before. Small children used to 
remain in the pews with one of 
their parents while the other went 
up to receive, but it is now com-
mon to see entire families coming 
up together, and to have parents 
holding infants in their arms as 
they receive the Sacrament. The 
rubrics of the Missal do not tell 
parents what to do at this time, nor 
do they instruct the priest how to 
handle those children who come to 
the altar with their parents. This, 
therefore, is not a matter of what is 
permitted, but of what is appropri-
ate, allowing for vastly different 
opinions. 

Some bishops, priests and dea-
cons will touch the heads of the 
children, or make the sign of the 
cross on their foreheads, while 
others simply lift the hand in the 
child’s direction while whispering 
a blessing. Their reasoning is that 
these children have been joined to 
Christ in baptism and so already 
belong to the Church even though 
they are not yet catechised. Since 
the Church emphasises the value 
of married life and the family, hav-
ing families coming forward 
together at this time is a visible 

An intensive training 
programme organised by 
Caritas South Africa saw 

representatives from 22 dioceses 
present in Pretoria from 4 to 7 
September. 

Caritas national coordinator,  
Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini, 
said the training was ‘hope-
evoking’ as they chartered a way 
forward in terms of how Caritas 
Johannesburg, South Africa and 
Internationalis should work 
together. 

At the invitation of Caritas 
Johannesburg, Aloysius John 
from Caritas Internationalis later 
facilitated a workshop at the 
Cathedral in Johannesburg  on the 
feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

This workshop was attended by 
parish representatives and charity 
organisations with some coming 
from as far as the Archdiocese of 
Pretoria and North West. 

Br Paul Fotoh led the opening 
prayer and invited Fr Kieran 
Birmingham to give a blessing.

Explaining Caritas, Aloysius 
said it is the social arm of the 

church which is based on the 
Gospel values and Catholic social 
teachings. It is present in more 
than 165 countries he said, adding 
that where there is a Catholic 
bishops’ conference, you will find 
Caritas.

One of the main purpose of the 
church is to exercise the three-
fold mission entrusted to it by 
Christ: the liturgy, the 
proclamation of the word and the 
diakonia (ministry of charity), 
said Aloysius.

“Consequently, the role of the 
church is to serve the poor 
through the exercise of charity in 
order to express compassion and 
mercy to those suffering and 
victims of disasters,” he 
expounded. 

With climate change, we are 

Caritas is not in competition 
with organisations that 
serve the poor

Below: Aloysius John and Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke at the Caritas event.

The Justice and Department 
recently held an event to 
commemorate women at 

Regina Mundi, Moroka.
 Lieutenant Colonel Rose Lidavha, 

Sergeant Sbongile Seyama, Captain 
John Baloyi and Sergeant Ntombi 
Masango from Protea Glen police 
station’s family violence, child 
protection and sexual offences unit 
shared insights on their expertise. 

Lt Col Lidavha said most gender-
based violence crimes are perpe-
trated behind closed doors and it is 
not easy for police to act unless they 
are reported.

She encouraged the 10% of men 
who are abused to report and open 
cases as well. 

Lit Col Lidavha said her unit 
specialises in rape cases. She spoke 
of the importance of reporting a 
rape case even if the suspect is 
unknown, so forensic nurses and 
doctors can take DNA sampling. 

As an example she said: “If you are 
raped in Gauteng and the perpe-

trator then commits another crime 
in Limpopo, and then heads to 
Cape Town to commit another 
crime, swabs will reveal that it is the 
same person which will be critical 
in bringing him to book.”

She said police members took an 
oath to serve and people should 
make use of the services they offer. 

Khensani Baloyi a social worker 
at women and children’s shelter in 
Eldorado Park said: “When women 
are assaulted by their partners, they 
should go to a hospital so that a 
J88 form can be filled. This will play 
crucial role in court should they 
decide to open a case in future.”

The Episcopal Vicar for Justice 
and Peace, Fr Innocent Mabheka 
celebrated Mass. He said: “In their 
daily execution of duties, police 
and social workers, the 
extraordinary must have become 
the ordinary and the abnormal 
normalised.”

The reason our society is 
besieged with these issues is 

because we have lost human values 
and yet the Bible tells us that God 
created men and women in His 
likeness and equal He created 
them, he added.

 He reminded women that they 
are powerful. “You just need to 
realise it and use it to better your 
lives,” he encouraged.

To report a crime, the police toll 
free is 0800 10 111 from a landline 
and 112 if using a cellphone. 

Lerato MohoneJustice and Peace Department 
celebrates women

Members of Justice and Peace  
donning something orange to show 
solidarity with survivors of abuse.

Vacancy

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

COORDINATOR
The CIE is a dynamic, creative NGO 

serving Catholic schools  
in South Africa. 

The position of National Religious 
Education Co-ordinator has become 

vacant and we are looking for an 
innovative, passionate Religious 

Educator to fill the position.  
The CIE invites applications for this 

post to start as soon as possible.  
The candidate must be able to 
travel extensively across South 

Africa, have a driver’s licence and 
excellent writing skills. This is a 
Johannesburg based position. 

Applications, together with a CV 
and contactable referees, to be sent 

to portia@cie.org.za  
by 30 October 2018.
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Celebrating three 
momentous 
occasions
Bishops, priests, religious brothers, 
religious sisters and laity celebrated 
with the Catholic Bible Foundation 
(CBF) three momentous occasions 

on 12 September at Pauline’s 
Books and Media Centre. They 
celebrated the foundation’s 
25th birthday, launched  
Br Mike Chalmer’s cfc second 
book, Meet God in His Word 
and his 77th birthday.

Bishop Joseph Sandri of 
Witbank said the opening 
prayer.

In his address, Br Mike, who 
is the foundation’s director, 
expressed his gratitude to everyone 
present and those who had 
supported this apostolate in various 
ways.

He recounted how, at the behest 
of a humble and poverty-stricken 
Mrs Mndaweni from rural KwaZulu-
Natal, the foundation came to being. 
“I know you can do nothing about 
our poverty, we will handle that. 
Bring us the word of God,” she had 

Fr Jorge Guerra, Fr Mariano Perez and  
Fr Pablo Velazquez toast to many more 
years of Catholic Bible Foundation.

exhorted Sr Mary Doyle, who was 
instrumental in its founding. 

It has since been a remarkable 
journey which has left footprints 
widely in countries such as Kenya, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia, 
Botswana, Lesotho and South Africa.

Some of CBF’s achievements have 
been a weeklong Bible congress 
attended by over 1 200 delegates 
and bringing international speakers 
and scripture scholars such as  
Fr Denis McBride, Sr Teresa Okure 
and Frances Hogan.  

The foundation’s vision is to help 
people enter into a living and 
dynamic relationship with the word 
of God, Jesus Christ through the 
Word of God in Scripture. 

It offers programmes at all school 
levels, and for parishes dioceses and 
religious houses of formation.

Lerato Mohone

At around this time of the year, 
sacristans and liturgy committees 
are planning the celebration of 
the Nativity of the Christ. At the 
Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston, the Jesse tree will be 
unpacked.

Jesse trees are a Christmas 
tradition from medieval times. 
The name and idea comes from 

Jesse Trees

Left: Last year’s Jesse tree which was 
lit up after midnight Mass.

Below, from left: Zach, Michael, Rene, 
Dean and Ethan hold pictures depict-
ing Bible stories, Michael has Jonah’s 
whale, while Fr Keith Gordon-Davis 
says the prayer for the lighting of the 
advent candles.

The bare-branched Jesse tree on 
which pictures illustrating bible 
stories are hung on each Sunday of 
Advent.

the book of Isaiah, where it says:
“A shoot will come up from the 

stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
branch will bear fruit”, Jesse 
being the father of King David, 
and one of the forefathers of 
Jesus Christ. Rene has King 
David’s crown on her medallion.

There are many forms of Jesse 
trees. They can be use as boards, 
posters, banners, bare tree 
branches or store-bought 
Christmas trees.

There are many Bible stories 
that are fun to illustrate and many 
symbols of our faith that are easy 
to draw on paper, card or balls to 
add to the bare tree weekly.

A new decoration every day 
could be placed on the Jesse tree 
at home, or parish in the count-
down to Christmas or just on the 
Sundays of Advent. 

Judy Stockill

The event was based on the theme 
“This is our Faith”. Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese, Fr Paul Beukes OMI was 
the main celebrant at Mass. He was 
assisted by Vicar for Catechetics,  
Fr Boniface D’Souza and Fr Kgomotso 
Sebopela.

In his homily, Fr Paul encouraged 
all catechists to reflect on the 
question “Who do you say I am?” 
from the gospel of that day (Matthew 
16:13-16). He encouraged catechists 
to have a personal relationship with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As teachers of the faith – it’s 
important that they encounter our 
Lord, Jesus Christ in their everyday 
life. Fr Paul stated that the answer to 
the question “Who do you say I am?” 
should come from catechists having 
a relationship with Jesus and living  
in union with God.

Fr Paul asked them to be careful 
about how they carry themselves 
before the children. Jesus looked at 
the scribes and Pharisees and real-
ised they were not practising what 
they were preaching. Catechists must 
not fall into the same trap – they 
must try to live what they teach.

This year’s event focused more on 
the formation and it was facilitated in 
two sessions by Fr Patrick Mphepo 
CP, who is a visiting lecturer at St 
John Vianney seminary and Fr Arvin 
Tauro, OCD a chaplain at OR Tambo 
International Airport. Fr Patrick gave 
a talk on “Profession of Faith” whilst  
Fr Arvin spoke on “The Paschal Meal”. 

Catechists were also entertained 
by Thabang ka Mmimo from  
St Matthews Primary, Moroka with  
a dance related to the creed. 

As always, catechists were gener-
ous by donating some toiletries, non-
perishable food and clothes to the 
friends St Martin de Porres, a shelter 
chosen by the Far East Deanery. 

Veronica Mofokeng, Department  
of Catechism Secretary

Formation and Creativity Day continued 
from page 1.

Above: A dance by  
Thabang ka Mmimo,  
St Matthews Primary, 
Moroko provided  
entertainment.

Right: Fr Arvin Tauro 
engaging catechists.

Below: Fr Patrick Mphepo 
during his presentation.

Left: Fr Kgomotso Sebopela, 
Fr Paul Beukes and  
Fr Boniface D’Souza.

Catechists during Mass, Sharon Wesley, Hailey 
Buikes and Catechetical Department secretary 
Veronica Mofokeng wearing a cap.
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Soweto Fun Walk

The fun walk begins…

Above: Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale (left) explaining to 
the crowds the reasons why 
we need a Shrine in 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg. 
Simon Mohapi and Fr Joe 
Matsau look on. 

About 500 people participated in the fun walk organised by the Soweto 
Deanery as part of its fundraising initiative to support the Shrine project. 
The event took place on Saturday, 8 September from Regina Mundi 
through the streets of Moroka. Support from other friends of the Shrine 
from neighbouring deaneries was given. Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
opened the day with prayer followed by a briefing on how far the 
Church is with fundraising. On behalf of the organising team, Zanele 
Ngobese thanked their dean, Fr Joe Matsau, her parish priest, Fr Sikho-
siphi Mgoza and all the priests of the participating deaneries.  ”It was 
really helpful to have your input and support which made it possible 
that the event can be a success,” she added.

Right: Spotted in the crowds 
was Vicar General, Fr Paul Beukes 

OMI (far left).

Left: Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa OMI,  
helps push a parishioner of Regina 
Mundi, in a wheelchair for the  
fun walk.

Above: Back row, is Fr Malesela Dikgale, Fr Joe Matsau and Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI during the walk.

Left: Gauteng Department  
of Education, Krugersdorp 
office employees also took 
part in the fun walk. 

Some of the members of Sts Cosmas and Damian Catholic Church, Cosmo City who 
took part in the walk.

Above: Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP and his 
parishioner, Simon Mohapi made it to 
the list of the top 100 for finishing the 
race.

Participants in the race stealing a moment with Archbishop Buthi Tlhagale 
to discuss the inspiration behind his new book.

Kgomotso Kgomo, from Cosmo City  
doing a happy jump for being amongst the 

first 100 race finishers.
Lebo WA Majahe

Parishioners of St Philip Neri, Moletsane enjoy a picnic at Thokoza Park after the 
fun walk.
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World Meeting of Families 
(WMOF), Dublin, Ireland

Ntsako Mabasa (centre) from the Archdiocese of Johannesburg receiving 
YOUCAT for Kids handbook which was handed out at the meeting as a gift 
from Pope Francis, with left, Fr James O’ Reilly from the diocese of Down and 
Connor in Belfast with Caleb Green from Dublin.

Parents and children discovering the faith together.

Patriotic and showing allegiance to 
the Pope are locals Ali Motiang and 
Fr Sakhi Mofokeng at the Croke Park 
Stadium, Dublin.

Dotted around the venue were young people entertaining pilgrims with  
traditional Irish music.

Sr Letta Mosue from Rustenburg, Bishop Jan De Groef of the Bethlehem  
Diocese and Lerato Mohone listening to testimonies before daily Mass.

A young couple presenting their hopes and dreams for 
marriage and the family in the third millennium.

Bishop Jan De Groef of Bethlehem during the entrance procession.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay, India, who was the main  
celebrant at the Mass said on Wednesday, 22 August.

The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference Liaison Bishop for  
Marriage and Family Life Office, Rt Rev Zolile Mpambani (right), the WMOF 
2018 Coordinators for the SACBC, together with a couple from Tzaneen  
Diocese, Mr and Mrs Chabalala having  lunch, sharing and reflecting on  
morning programmes and workshops.

Young people at the YOUCAT programme.
Michael Scharf, a young Catholic  
from Germany who helped develop YOUCAT 
(Catechism for Youth) interviews another 
young person about the resource. 

SACBC Marriage and Family Life Office 
WMOF2018 coordinators, Ali and Iggy 
Ntsako Motiang patiently waiting for 

daily Mass at the Royal Dublin Society.
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SACBC Bishop of Marriage and Family 
Life, and Bishop of Kokstad Diocese 
Zolile Mpambani SCJ.

Sister of St Brigid, Letta Mosue (centre) of Rustenburg, was ecstatic to meet old 
friends who are fellow sisters after Mass. 

Cardinal Peter Turkson moderated a  
discussion titled The Vocation of the  
Business Leader: A Family Business  
Perspective.

Irish Catholics Bob and Lilly 
had activities planned for the 
little ones.  

Young girls having their 
faces painted.

A father encourages her 
daughter to take part in the 

YouCat for Kids activities.

Blessing of pilgrims with holy water.

Members of the Franciscan 
order during the procession 
of gifts.

Priest, chef 
and author, 
Fr Leo Pataling-
hug passionately 
demonstrating how 
couples can spice up their 
married life.

Posing with a picture frame of the 
Holy Father, are pilgrims representing 
Pretoria: Adelaide Motlhatlego, Lucia 
Motlake and Onica Phorosi.

Some of the SACBC pilgrims, getting into the spirit of the Festival of Families in 
Croke Park.

A procession during 
the congress.

Mass celebration on Thursday, 
23 August. 

For more on the World Meeting of Families
http://bit.ly/nat-re-coordinator
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Renewal of vows
As Mother Mary is the patron saint of the Catholic Women’s League, 
on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, members 
of St Peter’s, Kagiso renewed their vows. Mass was celebrated by  
Fr Tshepiso Lekoko.                                                    Tebogo TsimaneThe monthly Soweto District 

Meeting of the Society of  
St Vincent de Paul took place at 
Holy Cross, Zola on 15 Septem-
ber. Chaired by the district’s 
president, Vuma Gebashe, the 
meeting looked at, inter alia, 
how they can raise funds to be 
self-sufficient and to help other 
organisations, participate in 
activities for the World Day of 
the Poor and preparing for the 
Gauteng Festival Rally which 
took place at Holy Trinity, Mid-
rand on 29 September.

Lerato Mohone

Society of St Vincent de Paul 
Soweto District Meeting

Members representing various Soweto deanery conferences.

Fr Sikhosiphi addressing probationers, 
Koena Noni, Anna Maria Ngobese, Prom-
ise Mngoma and Ntando Buckland

Sacred Heart 
enrolments
An enrolment ceremony for proba-
tioners to the Sacred Heart was cele-
brated at St Phillip Neri, Moletsane 
on Sunday, 2 September. Sodality 
chairperson, Linky Masipa, explained 
that the probationers will receive the 
cross at this start of their sodality 
journey. The probation period is two 
years before they are eligible to be 
accepted as full members. They 
promised they would diligently learn 
their objectives and responsibilities 
during this period. 

In his address, Fr Sikhosiphi said 
that to belong to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus sodality is a call and a mission 
to the Christian vocation and that 
the probationers had responded to 
Jesus’ invitation to come to Him, to 
trust Him completely and to follow 
His example.               Lebo WA Majahe

 Pilgrimage to 
the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine

St Joseph’s, Mokoena, Katlehong, 
together with her outstations of 

St Theresa, Magagula, Holy Trinity, 
Kwanele and Divine Mercy, Zonki-
zizwe, under parish priest, Fr Elijah 
Otu MSP, undertook a parish 
pilgrimage to the Mother of Mercy 
Shrine on Saturday, 8 September.

Poised for spiritual growth, the 
120 faithful embarked on a religious 
journey with a common purpose, 
that of renewing and strengthening 
their faith amid the spiritual turbu-
lence they experience in their lives. 

The pilgrimage coincided with 

the birthday of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Members were welcomed by 
the rector of the Shrine, Fr Charles 
Uloko CSsR, who is also the parish 
priest of St James Boys’ Town.

The Stations of the Cross were 
concluded with the Rosary prayers 
and the adoration of the Cross at 
the top of the hill.

A delighted Fr Elijah Otu MSP, 
who concelebrated the Mass, 
thanked Fr Charles for having 
opened the doors of the Shrine for 
the faithful. 

  Abel Dlamini

Top: Some of the parishioners in Shrine  
attire. Standing fourth from left is parish  
Shrine merchandise coordinator Angela Mbele. 

Above: Parishioners line up at the summit for the 
adoration of the Cross after the Rosary prayers.

Inset right: Fr Elijah Otu MSP leads the faithful with a 
prayer at the 14th Station of the Cross.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za Volume 33 No 6October 2018 9

The Sts Cosmas and Damian 
Catholic Church in Cosmo 

City raised almost R3 000 from a 
high tea after the Mass on 2 Sep-
tember which included games, 
food, music and special guest 
speaker, Kgomotso Langa, a  
motivational speaker. Nomsa 
Nkosi, the organizer, who is also 
part of the Shrine fundraising 
committee encourage more  
support for the Shrine.

Special thanks were given to the 
parish priest, Fr Emmanuel Wafula 
AJ for supporting and encouraging 
the project which is only about  

High tea raises funds 
for the shrine

From left: Lydia Moloi, Fr Emmanuel Wafula, Baile Molefe and Lebo 
Majahe. Standing is Lehlohonolo Moreri, chairperson of the PPC, who 
was also the MC for the day.

R4 million away from the  
R19 million target by December.

The faithful are urged to buy 
Shrine merchandise from their  
parishes as another form of fund-
raising, said Basie Maponya, the 
chairperson of the Shrine fund-
raising committee. 

Donations towards the shrine 
building project can be made to: 

Catholic Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg
Acc No: 002125757
Standard Bank
Ref: Name and surname/shrine. 

Lebo WA Majahe

The theme for the 10th  
Jozi Book Fair held at 
Mary Fitzgerald Square, 

Newtown from 30 August to  
2 September was Literature and 
Working People.

In keeping with the theme, 
Fr Mokesh Morar facilitated a 
panel discussion on Christianity 
and Communism, also the title of 
a book he has written.

The discussion, moderated by 
Alistair Balutoff of Temple 
Emmanuel, started with a short 
talk on liberation theology by 
Fr Sergio Lorenzini who hails 
from Chile, South America, He 
encouraged people to begin 
reading the Bible with new eyes. 
God takes sides with the suffer-
ing; salvation is not of the soul 
only but of the human being who 
is body, soul and spirit, he said.

The mission of the Church is 
the world, not the Church. True 

Christianity and socialism today

Fr Sergio Lorenzini (left) and 
Fr Mokesh Morar at a panel 
discussion, “Bible, working 

people and social change” at 
the Jozi Book Fair.

Christian faith has to touch and 
influence social issues, Fr Sergio 
said. Jesus was on the side of the 
marginalised; Jesus’ mission was 
to bring good news to the poor 
and freedom to captives; we 
“cannot be a church without 
working for the liberation of our 
people.”

The communist government of 
Kerala, an Indian state, Fr Mokesh 
said, has implemented pro-poor 
policies which have resulted in 

Kerala having the highest life 
expectancy, lowest infant mortal-
ity and higher gross domestic 
product than other states in India. 
There are lessons to be learned 
from Kerala, said Fr Mokesh. 
There is an alternative to the sort 
of capitalist economy which 
results in the great gap between 
rich and poor. The Communist 
Party of India which governs 
Kerala has shown that, he added.

Judy Stockill

Farayi Matondo and Oscar  
Banda have co-authored a  
book of 10 short stories,  
five each. Set in present-day Africa, these stories of life, hope, faith, 
are both inspirational and amusing. Although they are works of 
fiction, they could be the true stories of many since the subject matter 
is so familiar. The authors intend that the subject matter opens debate 
on social issues of the day.

The book was launched at Museum Africa during the Jozi Book 
Fair. It is Farayi’s first published book, but not his first work.

Farayi attended an ADNews photographic workshop last year to 
assist him in his work.                                                     Judy Stockill

African Stories

It was quiet and serene with an 
atmosphere of God’s presence, as 
the women of St Francis of Assisi, 

Yeoville engaged in a constructive 
and positive “wasting” time with  
God during their one-day-
retreat.  The theme for the 
retreat was “Behold, I am the 
Handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 
1:38).  The retreat director, Rev 
Fr Thabo Motshegwa, started 
the reflection with the call of 
Moses whom God called 
through a mysterious fire that 
did not consume the bush.  God 
freed him to receive the reve-
lation of God and his mission as 
God’s instrument for the 
redemption of the Israelites. He 
encouraged the women to 
‘empty themselves of their 
burdens’ and take a step inward, 
to take stock of and evaluate 
their lives, their faith and also 
how things/life have been with 
them. 

Presenting the personality of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary as a 
perfect model and example,  
Fr Thabo said when God visited 
her through the angel Gabriel, 
to entrust her with the mission 
of becoming the Mother of the 
Saviour, she did not question 
the will of God – she sought 
clarifi-cation and eventually 
gave her ‘fiat’.  

He said Mary knew that it was 
not about her, but about how to 
accom-plish the work of God for 
salvation.  

Sr Mary Cecilia EHJ with 
some of the participants.

St Francis of 
Assisi, Yeoville 
organises a retreat 
for women

The Virgin Mary, he continued, 
risked her life, knowing the conse-
quences of falling pregnant outside 
wedlock, yet she submitted her will 
to God and said, “Behold, I am the 
‘Handmaid’ of the Lord; let it be 
done to me as you You have said”.  

He urged the women to imitate 
the qualities of the Virgin Mary: her 
obedience to the will of God, her 
love for Jesus and for humanity, her 

prayerfulness, her humility and 
selfless care and service to others 
and her patience and total resigna-
tion to God’s will in time of sorrow.  

Fr Thabo also urged the women 
to take up their mission of charit-
able works, reaching out to others 
in loving service.  He also encour-
aged them to study the Word of 
God, pray the Rosary and find time 
for silent prayers – listening to God 
in the silence of their hearts.  

There was also adoration of  
the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Mass 
and Rosary procession. The retreat 
was wrapped up with the chaplet 
of Divine Mercy.  The women 
expressed gratitude to Fr Thabo for 
his availability and to their parish 
priest, Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM for 
his support and encouragement.

Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti EHJ.

Far left: Oscar 
Banda (left) and 
Farayi Motondo 
at the Jozi Book 
Fair.

With joyful hearts, Our Lady of 
Loreto, Kempton Park intro-

duced the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Sodality on 2 September.

It all started when some 
parishioners showed interest and 
approached Fr Boniface D’Souza, 
the parish priest, for which he was 
pleased to give his blessings. 
Members of the sodality want to be 
aware of the presence of God is 
their lives and to pray without 
stopping, learning to love and to 
live in perfect union with God and 

Introduction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Sodality in Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park

to have heart-to-heart conversa-
tions with the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 

The new sodality members say 
they want to be united in the love 
of Jesus and to grow in their 
spiritual lives. They also want to tell 
the world that although they may 
feel that they are forgotten, God, in 
His faithful love and mercy has 
never forgotten them and even the 
most wretched in the world, are 
never forgotten in His love which 
has no end.            Charity Harvey

New Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Sodality members.
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22nd  Fr Mariano Perez Gonzalez
24th Fr Raphael Ntlou
25th Fr Joachim Malunga and
       Rev Ernest Madondo
28th Fr Benedict Mahlangu 
       Fr Benen Fahy and
       Fr Jeremias Dos Santos 

Martins
29th Fr Martin Morrissey
30th Fr Chaka Motanyane and
       Rev Michael Pinnock
31st Rev Mnimzana Mpambani   

1st    Fr Miguel De Lemos
3rd   Rev Abednigo Thokoane

Birthdays in October

... and in early November
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Fr Eduardo Guarin 23-10-82
Fr Emmanuel Wafula 22-10-89
Fr Ibercio Zevallos 12-10-91
Fr Christophe Boyer 08-10-94
Fr Zweli Mlotshwa     09-10-04
Fr Samuel Gitonga     20-10-05

3rd  Fr Ronald Cairns
4th    Fr Daniel Sehlapelo
6th    Fr Michael Austin
14th   Rev Philip Teulon
18th Rev Michael Sadie
19th Fr Philip Miller
       Rev Douglas Boake

We celebrate with our priests and deacons
Pray for the following priests and deacons who  

celebrate the anniversaries of their ordination and birth. 

Ordinations

On Sunday September, the  
parish of St Phillip Neri, 

Moletsane welcomed 18 children 
into the Christian family through 
the celebration of the sacrament of 
baptism. Parish priest Fr Sikho-
siphi Mgoza OP, also celebrated 
his 18th priestly ordination anni-
versary on the same day. 

In his homily, Fr Mgoza encour-
aged the parents and godparents to 
do their best in the upbringing and 
nurturing the children in the faith. 
He emphasised to the godparents 
that their role does not end with 

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP pictured with baptised children with their parents 
and sponsors.

18th year ordination  
includes 18 baptisms

In promoting the devotion to 
Mother Mary, the year 2017 
was dedicated as a year for 

Our Lady in the Archdiocese. 
This was also a way of gathering 
support for the building project 
of the new Mother of Mercy 
Shrine in the Magaliesburg. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI has compiled a book 
on his homilies and pastoral 
letters as, he says, his way of 
contributing towards the Shrine 
project. The book seeks to 
promote the Shrine as a place of 
gathering for the faithful of the 
Archdiocese, which will become 
a spiritual home where a “cloud 
of witnesses bear testimony 
to each other as they jointly 
reflect on the mystery of their 
redemption under the guidance 
and protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary”, he said.

The book called, Pastoral 

letters on Mary and Matters 
Ancestral, also includes the 
Archbishop’s articles on African 
traditional beliefs and what the 
Church’s stance is regarding the 
matter, while giving reference 
from scripture and other sources.

 The Archbishop, in his book, 
also covers why we should see 
our Shrine site as a house of 
mercy, citing that it is a special 
place where solidarity with the 
pilgrims of the world can be 
shared.

“We hope that this place will be 
a place where we bring our pain 
and suffering in search of relief,” 
the Archbishop said. All proceeds 
from the sales of the book will 
go towards the Shrine and all 
are encouraged to get a copy in 
showing their support for this 
worthy cause. The books can be 
obtained in parishes through the 
friends of the shrine committees 
and from the Chancery from 
Fr Jean-Marie and or Lebo 
Wa Majahe on 011 402-6400. 
Each copy is R200 – a perfect 
Christmas gift.

Lebo WA Majahe

the baptismal rite or even at the 
celebrations afterwards – they 
are the spiritual parents of the 
children and they are there to 
help the parents of the children 
with regards to anything that 
relates to the child. 

As a token of appreciation, the 
priest was presented with a gift. 
The catechist who helped with 
the baptismal instructions was 
also acknowledged.

Lebo WA Majahe

A celebration was organised at 
Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton 
Park, on Sunday, 9 September to 
celebrate Deacon Keith Peter 
McKenzie’s dedicated service to 
the parish for the past 10 years. 
At the end of the Mass, a 
memento was presented as a 
form of appreciation.

The Deacon’s family attended.
Fr Boniface D’Souza

Deacon Keith Peter McKenzie with 
Fr Boniface D’Souza.

Deacon Keith celebrates 10 years 
to the deaconate

Promoting the Shrine and 
explaining African traditional 
beliefs in context of the Church

Fr Jean-Marie Did’Ho, Arch-
diocesan Chanceller, who was 
very instrumental in the compila-
tion of the book, with Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale’s new publication, 
‘Pastoral letters on Mary and 
Matters Ancestral’.

Catholic Women’s 
League members 
visit the seminary

The Catholic Women’s 
League (CWL) members of 
Holy Cross, Zola recently 

visited St John Vianney seminary 
to spend a day with seminarians.

Also visiting were other CWL 
members from St Charles Lwanga, 
Orange Farm, as well as St Anne’s 
sodality, the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
sodality, Immaculate Conception, 
youth, choir, non-sodality mem-
bers, pioneers and altar servers. 
The day started with Mass with 
main celebrant, Fr Bongani 
Mbhele who welcomed everyone 
and thanked them for the visit 
saying this demonstrates love.

He asked participants to pray 
for the young, future priests and 
encouraged positive engagement 
with them.

The different formations priests 
go through, namely: human, 
intellectual, spiritual and pastoral 
experiences were explained by the 
seminarians. 

Trip organisers Lorraine Tshaba-
lala and Betty Mkhabela explained 
that the outing had become an 
annual event for  the Zola CWL.

The parish has two brothers in 
the seminary, Vusi Nhlapo and 
Zipho Ngwenya.

Gifts in form of toiletries were 
donated after a braai lunch.

Lorraine Tshabalala

CWL, Zola members visit  
seminarians at St John Vianney.

Brothers enjoying their meal.

Our Lady of Lourdes 
catechists

Catechists from Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Rivonia, attended the Formation and 
Creativity day at the Cathedral on 
Saturday, 25 August.         Cherryl Brooke
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The Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston celebrated it 50th 
anniversary as a parish and the 
20th anniversary of the present 
church on Sunday, 16 September.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke celebrated 
the anniversary Mass with priest-in-
charge, Fr Keith Gordon-Davis.

“Lord, it is wonderful for us to be 
here,” the Bishop said in the words 
of St Peter at the Transfiguration.

In his homily, Bishop Duncan 
asked congregants to remember all 
who had received the sacraments 
in the parish and the priests who 
had served there. “There are many 
who brought their lives of hope 
and joy and troubles to this church, 
lives of grace.”

He encouraged the faithful to 
celebrate the anniversary by 
answering the question of the 

50th Anniversary

Choir member Emmanuel of Cameroon leads one of the prayers of the faithful in his 
home language. Bishop Duncan Tsoke is seated and to the right are Deacon Arnold 
Choi and Fr Keith Gordon-Davis. The 50th anniversary candle in the foreground was 
lit by parishioners at masses during this anniversary year. The iconic stained-glass 
window in the background features the 50th anniversary logo.

gospel “Who do you say I am?”
Bishop Tsoke concluded with the 

prayer of South Africa.
Mass was followed by a sit-down 

lunch which celebrated the diversity 
of the people of the parish with 
foods from all over Africa and 
beyond. Many wore colourful ethic 
dress.

The parish came into being in 
1967 with the appointment of  
Fr Ronan Byrne CP as parish priest 
to serve the Catholics of the area 
who attended Mass with the Ursu-
line Sisters at Brecia House School. 

The first church, now used as the 
church hall, was built at his 
instigation. The present church was 
blessed and dedicated on Sunday 
20 September 1998 while Fr Michael 
Fitzpatrick was parish priest.

Judy Stockill

On Sunday, 26 August, the 
Salesian Youth Movement 
of Johannesburg gathered 

at St Francis de Sales, Lawley to 
reflect on the upcoming Synod. 

The theme was on youth and 
their relationship with the Church. 
A short introduction was followed 

Growth at St Anne’s 
Holy Trinity
New members of St Anne’s  
sodality, above, with parish priest  
Fr Elijah Otu MSP after being  
welcomed into the sodality at  
Holy Trinity, Katlehong on Sunday,  
12 August. From left: Cecilia  
Masitha, Martha Maphanga and 
Anna Mofokeng. Far right is chair-
person of the sodality, Anna Seforo.

         Abel Dlamini

Young people reflect on 
upcoming Synod

The Legion of Mary sodality of St Joseph’s in Katlehong welcomed 
nine new sisters and a brother into the sodality on Sunday 19 August 
after the blessing by parish priest Fr Elijah Otu MSP. Fourth from right 
is chairperson of the sodality sister Getrude Mazibuko. 

Abel Dlamini

Growth at Legion of Mary – 
St Joseph’s

by group discussions with ques-
tions to guide the young people. 
It gave them an opportunity to 
voice their opinions. The day was 
concluded with “quiet time” in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament, 
spending time with Christ, our 
way, truth and life. The next gath-

ering will be on 30 September at 
All Saints, Ennerdale with the 
theme: Young People and Faith. 
All youth welcome. 

For more info contact:  
Br Clarence Watts 063 282-6981
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Pictured are, back row: Dorothy 
Phadi, Bafikile Mbatha, Florence 
Sitole, Evelyn Pereira, Onkabetse 
Mokgosinyana, Paul Hlobo, Tebogo 
Petja and Teboho Mashoeng 
Front row: Humphrey Da Silva, 
Oupa DJ Dire, Miriam Mnguni, 
David Moeketsi

Blessed Benedict Daswa’s 
praying community in 

Zachariyya Park, was abuzz on 
Sunday 9 September with elegant 
women dressed in their navy and 
white uniforms showing their 
support for the inauguration of 
new members of the Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL). 

CWL members from St Philip 
Neri, Moletsane have, for the past 
two years, been their guide in 
forming and encouraging member-
ship in Zachariyya Park.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, 
was the main celebrant, with  
Rev John Magata assisting at the 
ceremony. In his homily, Arch-
bishop Buti encouraged husbands 
to love their wives, as part of 
obeying the commandment of the 
Lord. “We continue to live in a 
society that discriminates against 
women, and yet one would have 
assumed that if I consider females 
in my family, one would easily 
consider women throughout their 
communities as equals,” the 

First CWL members 
to be inaugurated
Above: Members of the CWL with  
Archbishop Buti and Rev Magata.

Rev John Magata, who is shepherding  
the community of Zachariyya Park.

Archbishop said, adding that he 
would donate R100 000 towards 
acquiring the land and a further 
R100 000 if this was done by  
next year.

Lebo WA Majahe

Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo celebrated the 59th birthday of the parish on 
19 August. Parish priest, Fr Mandla Skhosana, celebrated Mass together with visit-
ing priests, Fr Remigius Makobane OMI and Fr Mthokozisi Mzolo.       Nesta Tsamaesi

The Regina Mundi church 
congregation of Moroka, 

Soweto, whose patron saint is Mary 
Queen of the World, led by the 
parish priest Fr Reginald Anthony 
OMI, took praying the Rosary to the 
streets in a procession to the church 
yard’s grotto. This was on the feast 
Assumption of Our Lady. All 

congregants were asked to partici-
pate in activities including the 
provision of food.   

During his homily, Father 
Anthony stressed the necessity for 
commitment to faith and prayer. He 
told of where Our Lady appeared in 
Europe, KwaZulu-Natal and Mexico. 
He told of how Pope John Paul 
placed the bullet, removed from his 
body after his shooting, into the 
crown of the statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima and reminded the congre-
gation that Our Lady was also the 
patron saint of Africa. 

Martin Mahlaba

Our Lady of the Assumption 
birthday celebration

Regina Mundi 
celebrates 

Assumption of 
Our Lady

Celebrating the 
Word of God

Fr Ben Mahlangu with  
members of the Bible study.

Our Lady of Peace in Kagiso 2 
celebrated Bible Sunday on  

26 August. Fr Ben Mahlangu, 
spoke about the Bible and 
the importance of reading the word 
of God and not just coming to 
church. We need to know the mes-
sage God gives us daily and share 
it with one another, he said. 

Members of the Bible study 
group renewed their vows to serve 
God, to proclaim the word of God, 
help one other to know the book 
and what is God law.

Tebogo Tsimane

Workshop on the Gospel of Mark

Teresa Wilsnagh
Catholic Bible Foundation of SA

A group from St Martin De  
Porres, Orlando West attended 
Bible Foundation workshop on 
the Gospel of Mark.

Chancery celebrates 
    Spring Day

From left,  
Palesa Setsubi,  

Sr Juliana 
Abioye and 

Dickson  
Mofokeng.

Chancery and Cathedral staff cele- 
brated the annual Spring Day towards 
which everyone contributed on  
7 September.

Deborah Sebuse, 
Penny West, Jacob 
Sebidi, Veronica 
Mofokeng and  
Sr Therese Musoa.

Veronica  
Pieterson and 

Annastacia 
Mphuthi.

Left: Lerato Mohone who 
was celebrating her birth-
day and Carla Silva. Elizabeth Phelanyane, Tumi Modise, Joseph Dube and Fr Innocent Mabheka.


