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Successful fundraiser
for the Shrine

Friends of the Mother of Mercy Shrine and members of the pastoral committee, including sodalities held a successful nqunquthela on Saturday,
20 October at the Cathedral to raise funds for the shine project. About
R200 000 was raised on the day. More pictures in the next issue.
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Re: Publication of petition to open cause of beatification
and canonisation of Maria Domitilla Hyams

Continued on page 8.

Human
trafficking

Public can now view
the Shrine model

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

In the name of the whole Archdiocese, the Parish of St Therese, Edenvale, and the Little Eden Society, Luigi Slaviero, who was appointed
as Postulator and approved by myself, has requested me to initiate the
Cause of Beatification and Canonisation of Maria Domitilla Hyams,
the well-known and well-loved founder of Little Eden home for the
mentally handicapped, who passed away on 18 January 2011.
Domitilla’s life was characterised by a simple but profound faith, in
union with Christ and Our Lady. She saw in all people, but especially
the mentally handicapped, the image and likeness of God, and their
fundamental human dignity. For her work at Little Eden, Domitilla
received numerous recognitions, including the Papal Bene Merenti
Award (2008) and Cavaliere of the Republic of Italy (1999).
Domitilla also lived her marriage and family obligations with a profoundly Christian spirit, raising six children with her husband Danny.
As we note with sadness the breakdown of the family in our society,
Domitilla’s life shines forth as a witness to the beautiful reality of
fidelity and holiness in marriage, capable of inspiring a new generation
of Christians to seek holiness in their own lives, and so transform our
broken society.
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Abuse

Jocelyne Mazaham, the architect, explains features of the model, while Jason
Mazaham, who is also instrumental in the project, along with Shrine committee members look on.

A

ll has been revealed –
members of the public are
now welcome to view the
model of the Mother of Mercy
Shrine at the Cathedral chancery
anytime during the week from
8.30 am to 3.30 pm. The Shrine
committee is on it last stretch to
raise the remaining R4 million

which is just short of the R19 million target for the first phase of the
project. This will eventually
include a 5 000-seater multi-purpose hall as well as other facilities
for pilgrims. Friends of the Shrine
committees have already been
established in four deaneries. They
assist in fundraising and help sell
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Shrine merchandise such as
T-shirts, umbrellas, blankets and
water bottles which can also be
purchased at the Chancery.
The fundraising committee still
has two major fundraiser events
before the end of the year, where
it is hoping to generate a minimum of R2 million.
The Kagiso 2 group will host a
golf day on 19 November at the
Krugersdorp Golf Course. The
organising team is hoping to
attract at least 100 golfers and
urged parishioners to invite their
golfer friends – not necessarily
Catholic – to attend. Another big
event coming up is the “all-white”
garden lunch at the Cathedral of
Christ the King. Each ticket will
cost R400 for general tickets and
R500 for VIP tickets, which will
guarantee a seat with the bishops
and guests of honour, as well as a
welcome pack. The Shrine technical committee has been engaging
with the Mogale City municipality
regarding the re-zoning which
has been delaying the start of
construction. Continued on page 8.

Congratulations
Fr Fidge

Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million
R14 804 291
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R6 140 840

R6 966 141

R3 396 078

Naledi Masitha, middle holding the statue, was welcomed into the
Children of Mary Immaculate at St Joseph’s, Mokoena in Katlehong
on Sunday, 23 September. She was pinned by parish priest, Fr Elijah
Otu MSP after completing a six-month trial period. At the back is
spiritual leader Mathope Ncongwane.
Abel Dlamini

R4 563 973
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Fr Ignatius Oliver Fidgeon OMI
celebrated 60 years as a member
of the congregation of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate on
29 September. Ad Multos Annos
padre!

Lebo WA Majahe
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Pope’s Intentions:
November

Universal: In the Service of
Peace – That the language of
love and dialogue may always
prevail over the language of
conflict.

CONFIRMATIONS IN NOVEMBER
Sun 4
Sun 4
Fri 9
Sat 10
Sat 10
Sun 11
Sat 17
Sun 18
Sun 18
Sat 24
Sat 24

08:30
09:30
19:00
17:00
14:00
08:30
17:00
09:30
09:30
12:00
07:00

St Martin de Porres
All Saints
Church of the Resurrection
St Dominic
St Patrick
Our Lady of Fatima
St Dominic
Our Lady of Peace
St Francis of Assisi
Our Lady of Lebanon
St Francis of Assisi

Orlando West
Ennerdale
Bryanston
Boksburg
La Rochelle
South Hills
Boksburg
Roodepoort
Yeoville
Mulbarton
Vanderbijlpark

PATRONAL FEASTS: NOVEMBER

Twenty five years
of unbroken
sodality
membership
Fikile Mokoena of St Peter Claver,
Pimville has completed 25 years of
unbroken membership as a Catholic
Women’s League Sodality member.
Pic by Sello Mokoka

A

t an interesting workshop by
Young Christian Students, held
from 1 to 3 October at Christ the
King, Orlando East, students sacrificed the use of their mobile phones
for three days in order to show
solidarity with the people of Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). In
the DRC, wars are fought over the
control of mineral rich areas;
minerals such as coltan and cobalt
that are used in the making of
mobile phones.
After talking about the movie
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Grade 11 girls from Holy Rosary, Edenvale received the sacrament of
Confirmation on 29 September at St Therese.

1st All Saints, Ennerdale(1981) Sun 4
3rd St Martin de Porres, Craighall Park (1948); Orlando West (1947);
Toekomsrus (1978)
4th St Charles Borromeo, Victory Park (1947)
11th St Martin, Daveyton II (1968)
15th St Albert, Vosloorus (1932)
22nd St Cecilia sodality.
25th Christ the King, Cathedral, (1961); Kristo Nkosi, Kwa Thema (1953);
Orlando East (1938).
30th St Andrew, Noordgesig (1950)

Young Christian Students in
solidarity with the Congo

“Mercy Congo” by Paul Freedman
and its motto “Yes, we can face the
future together,” participants proposed ways to raise awareness
about this important matter among
peers.
There were 42 participants from
five different schools – St Martin de
Porres High School and Immaculata
High School (Soweto); McAuley
House and Holy Family College
(Parktown) and Summit College
(CBD). Three other schools – Tsollo
HS, Bophelong HS and Dr Oliphant

Holy Trinity Braamfontein has planned a
weekend Pilgrimage to Ngome from
14 to 16 December 2018.
Contact Oswald Mokoena for more information
082 086-1334 or mokoenaoswald@gmail.com.

2

Confirmations – Holy Rosary School

HS (Bophelong/Van-derbijlpark)
were represented by a volunteer
facilitator. “They had lots and fun
and, without the disturbance of cell
phones the young people
increased their participation
significantly,” reported Fr Mokesh.
They also adopted guidelines for
using social media responsibly,
especially “WhatsApp”.
During the three-day workshop,
members provisionally adopted
the YCS constitution. They agreed
their vision is “a safe and healthy
community by students for all”
and the mission: “Encouraging
energetic young members to
improve their communities by
having a greater participation in
community affairs; raising
awareness of social injustices in
their communities and working for
social change.”
During the course of the three
days students, some as young as
14, practiced their skills in chairing,
minute taking and report writing.
A new executive was elected for
Gauteng.
YCS is an international
ecumenical movement where
students build their own leadership
using a method called: See-JudgeAct. YCS was strong during the
anti-apartheid struggle and is now
being revived.
Report by Fr Mokesh Kantilal Morar
organizer of YCS
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Use the lessons learned –
Archbishop Tlhagale

St Benedict’s grade 10 candidates were recently confirmed.
“As you become adults in the faith, it is a good time to reflect on
the lessons you have learned from your parents, your school, your
parish and community. Use these lessons to guide you on your journey,” said Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI.
A thanks went to Fr Tony Daniels and Blessed Sacrament, Malvern for hosting the candidates and their families and friends.

Chantelle Burgin

Saturday 1 Dec: 9:30am – 12 noon
For those mourning the death of a
loved one.
St Charles’ Catholic Church, 35 Road
No. 3, Victory Park
Find out why the holidays are so difficult, how to plan, how to deal with
invitations and surviving ‘alone time’.
Contact Coralie Deas 083 524 7016
17 November 2018
08h00 – 15h00
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion Retreat
Theme: Importance of Holy
Eucharist
For more info contact
Annastacia Mphuthi
Tel: 011 402 6400 /
Email: liturgy@catholicjhb.org.za

16 November 2018
Annual Golf Day
The Culture of Life Apostolate
and Divine Mercy House
thank all their benefactors for their
great kindness and generosity.
We pray for all your intentions
at our weekly Wednesday Mass
said at the Divine Mercy House
in Wilgeheuwel.
We would love to have you join
us.
Prizes and donations
will be most appreciated.
All God Blessings always.

18-22 December • Mariapolis 2018
Spirituality, workshops, recreation for the whole family
Organised by the Focolare Movement
Venue: Youth for Christ Retreat Centre - Magaliesburg
for further information contact
czfsouthafrica@gmail.com - 0116745075
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Sent out to the
sick and elderly

Vocations Rally for Near
East Deanery Youth

Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

W

e have received a question from a parish priest
whose fresh ideas have
caused some controversy! The
names of the priest and the parish
have been withheld to avoid
embarrassment.

ioners go forth in the name of the
entire assembly to minister to
absent members.
The SACBC’s Pastoral Introduction to the Order of Mass
(2008) is of more practical use in
this case. In the final paragraph,
which deals with the dismissal
In my parish I have introduced the and recessional it says: “If they
procedure whereby the
have not left earlier, extraordinary
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
ministers who are to bring Holy
Communion are sent out from the
Communion to the sick may take
Mass to take Communion to the
their place in the procession.”
sick. Two altar servers lead them These words let us see that having
down the aisle to the main doors
the extraordinary ministers leave
with lighted candles. Now a mem- earlier (i.e. after communion) is a
ber of the liturgy group has
valid option.
resigned, saying that my idea is
In some places the extraordinary
“unliturgical”. I need your
ministers melt away individually
advice, please.
after Communion as the vessels
are being cleared and, in this way,
Thank you for your enquiry,
they don’t disrupt the congregaFather. Wow, by resigning, this
tion with a showy exit. In other
person shows that he or she is
places it is felt that [1] it is good
clearly upset, but I am not certain to make the point that the sick and
about the reasons why.
housebound are part of our comLet us first set out a fairly typimunity, and [2] that the Blessed
cal way of doing what you wish to Sacrament should be honoured
introduce in the context of the
with candles and a little procesSunday Mass. [1] Once the distri- sion. I can see both points of view,
bution of Holy Communion comes but I would not go so far as to say
to an end, the vessels are removed that either one is “unliturgical”.
from the altar. [2] Each extraordiFather, in closing let me humbly
nary minister (EMHC) is given a
suggest that, however noble and
pyx containing the correct number pastoral our innovations, before
of hosts, you say a prayer over
we introduce such things we must
them and the servers lead them to get the liturgy committee, lay
the door of the church. [3] A time ministers and the congregation on
of silence follows after which you board through meaningful teachpray the Prayer after Communion. ing. People often react negatively
[4] Parish announcements are
to any change and need to be
made before the final blessing and shown the good in something new.
recessional.
I would also suggest that any
Now, while I don’t think there
busy-ness after the distribution of
should be a problem with the
Holy Communion should be kept
above procedure, you won’t find
to a minimum so as not to interthis set out in any official liturgical fere with people’s quiet time.
book. Perhaps the complaint has
Holy Communion is the higharisen because the General
point, and our sick are part of that
Instruction of the Roman Missal
communion, but let’s keep the
(GIRM) does not mention taking
departure of the ministers fairly
Communion to the sick. The
low key, without loud prayers or
strictest way of reading the liturgi- music, so that it doesn’t develop
cal rubrics is to say that if the
into a rite in its own right!
book doesn’t tell you to do someWe need more questions about
thing, then you cannot do it!
the Liturgy!
Thankfully most pastors and liturYou are welcome to send
gists hold the more relaxed view
questions directly to Fr Plastow:
that something is “unliturgical”
• PO Box 46876
only if you deliberately go against
Glosderry, 7702
what the GIRM says is supposed
• e-mail
to be done.
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406
What do the official liturgical
books have to say?
Join the Bat Kol Scripture group
The GIRM (2006 edition) gives all
the directions for celebrations of
the Eucharist, but it does not pretend to be a manual for parish life.
Extraordinary ministers are barely
mentioned at all in the GIRM, yet
having them go out from the
Sunday Mass is fairly widespread.
It is pastorally appropriate since it
makes a visible link between the
sick and the rest of the congregation and it shows that some parish-
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to explore the book of Isaiah
Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great
poet and an acute politician, but
above all he was a prophet.
For hundreds of years after Isaiah’s
death his disciples continued in
his tradition writing prayers,
oracles and stories of faith.
Third Sat of every month
HOLY FAMILY COLLEGE,
PARKTOWN
Sister Marie Andre Mitchelle SND
072 250-4944

Fr Elijah Otu MSP
welcomes the clergy,
the religious and the
congregation.

Right: Sr Esther-Maris Okoro EHJ introduces
the speakers of the day. From left:
Br Lehlohonolo Boleke, Sr Zama Dlamini and
Br Nkosinathi Mhlambi.

Chief celebrant, Fr Thabo Motshegwa
is flanked by, left, Fr Mareko
Marciniak SVD and Rev Paulos
Mochesa

T

he Vocations Department
organised a vocations rally
for the youth in the Near
East Deanery, held at San
Salvador, Leondale on Monday,
24 September.
The historic rally on Heritage
Day was attended by the priests
in the deanery, sisters and
brothers. Only three out of 15
parishes in the deanery were
not represented.
After the welcoming address
by host parish priest, Fr Mareko
Marciniak SVD and Fr Elijah Otu
MSP, dean and parish priest of
St Joseph’s in Katlehong, Mass
was celebrated.
Chief celebrant, Fr Thabo
Motshegwa, representing Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, delivered
the homily. Deacon Paulos
Mochesa from Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Thokoza proclaimed the
Gospel.

Left: The faithful came in
numbers to the Vocation rally.

Fr Thabo urged the youth to
allow the heart of God to speak
to their hearts and respond to the
voice of God by saying ‘send me
Lord’ and then to give hope and
love to the world.
After Mass, Sr Esther-Maris
Okoro EHJ, secretary in the
Vocations Department introduced speakers who shared their
journeys of religious life. They
were Br Lehlohonolo Boleke from
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
and a novice at St Augustine in
Germiston, Sr Zama Dlamini from
the Newcastle Dominican Sisters
and Br Nkosinathi Mhlambi, a
seminarian at St John Vianney in
Pretoria.
Communities represented were:
Comboni Missionaries, Oblates of
Mary Immaculate (OMI), Sacred
Heart Missionaries, Missionaries
of Africa, Missionary Society of St
Paul (MSP), Missionary Sisters of

Working together to influence
policies on refugees and
migrants
From left: Fr Pablo
Velasquez, Sindi
Moyo, Fr Filippo
Ferrari, Lusungu
Phiri, Fr Peter-John
Pearson and
Sr Maria de Lurdes
Lodi Rissini.

T

he Catholic Parliamentary
Liaison Office (CPLO), Scalabrini Institute for Human
Mobility in Africa and Southern
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference Migrants and Refugee Office
hosted a roundtable discussion on
9 October at the Cathedral.
The topic of discussion was
“Protecting the right to education
for refugees and migrants: The
problem of documentation”. The
event was attended by Catholic,
local government and nongovernmental organisations and
refugee agencies.
In his welcome remarks, CPLO
Director, Fr Peter-John Pearson
thanked the organisations for
attending and asked for a moment
of silence for prayer/meditation for
the thousands of children who
struggle to get an education due to
a lack of documentation.
He said the aim of the meeting
was to formulate a strategy for the
intervention and turning around of
‘iniquitous practises’.
Lusungu Phiri from Lawyers for
Human Rights’ looked at the implications of what not having a birth
certificate means for a child and
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how this can lead to statelessness.
An advocacy officer from the
Scalabrini Centre in Cape Town,
Sindi Moyo, spoke about the challenges of undocumented children
and how life revolves around
documentation.
Documentation for a child starts
with the registration of birth which

Assumption, Newcastle Dominican Sisters, Society of the Divine
Word (SVD), Holy Family Sisters,
Congregation of Sisters of
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus (EHJ)
and Holy Spirit Sisters.
Questions asked of Dominican
sisters, Busi Nkosi and Charity
Dlamini included: “What are your
duties, will we be allowed to visit
our homes and are we going to
be allowed to further our studies
while undergoing training.”
The aim of the vocations rally
was to encourage young
Catholics to explore the meaning
of vocations, creating awareness
and sowing the seeds of the call
to priestly and religious life, as
well as to encourage them to
consider responding to the
invitation to service of God.
Fr Elijah thanked all who
attended.
Abel Dlamini

assists the child access services such
as health and education, she said.
The organisations shared similar
frustrations, challenges, sentiments
such as how policies and reality
were incompatible.
One of the fundamental problems
facing the Department of Home
Affairs was the inconsistencies in
the department. What is policy in a
department in Gauteng does not
apply to the same department in
Cape Town, they noted.
Lusungu said as Lawyers for
Human Rights, they are part of the
national steering committee which
comprise government organisations
like the Department of Home Affairs
and the South African Police Service.
She promised to share the outcomes of their meetings with the
group in future.
Sr Maria de Lurdes recommended
that, moving forward, groups
envision working together about
Lerato Mohone
these issues.

Vacancy – Senior Social Worker
The Catholic Women’s League Adoption Society has a vacancy
for a full-time, registered senior social worker effective immediately.
Requirements are as follows:
• Registration with the SACSSP
• No criminal record
• Drivers’ licence
• In excess of 10 years’ experience in child protection work
• Experience in the adoption process would be an advantage
• Excellent communication skills and ability to work with a team
• Excellent time management skills
• Ability to communicate in English and Afrikaans
Please send CV and references to admin@cwladoptions.co.za
No applications will be accepted after 15 November.
Carol Ceruti, Secretary, CWL Adoption Society
Margaret House, 33 Roberts Avenue, Kensington, 2094
Tel: (011) 618-1533
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Catholic migration agencies to be
coordinated under one umbrella

T

Colin Northmore presenting the Three2Six project.

he Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference (SACBC)
Migrants and Refugees Office
held its second yearly meeting at
the Cathedral on 17 September.
The meeting was chaired by
SACBC associate general secretary,
Fr Patrick Rakeketsi and was
attended by Catholic migration
agencies and a representative from
Lawyers for Human Rights.
Due to Catholic presence all over
the country, the United Nations
High Commissioner (UNHCR) has
expressed interest in partnering
with the Church, said Fr Patrick.
He continued: “With the last
xenophobic outbreak in Zeerust,
the UNHCR said it did not have a
way of reaching out. It has already
given the SACBC a draft invitation
of the partnership.”
He reiterated Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale’s sentiment that all
agencies to develop their own
databases which they ought to
share with the Migration and
Refugee Office.
Fr Patrick said every diocese
needs pastoral care and was thus
happy to introduce to the
committee Sr Francis Hillslot, who
is in charge of a women’s shelter in
Musina.
The documentary, depicting
global migration: “Who is my
Neighbor?” by US film maker priest,

Fr Charles Kumar, is likely to
premiere by end of 2018. Sr Maria
de Lurdes Rissini said Fr Kumar had
stated that he was impressed with
the content he was able to collate
in South Africa.
Episcopal vicar for Pastoral Care
of Migrants and Refugees, Fr Pablo
Velasquez said his department is
conducting ongoing visits to
communities. He noted that the
most common complaints are
about space, both physical and
liturgical. He said that when a
parish priest is the same nationality
with parishioners, it becomes easier
as he is able to say Mass in their
mother tongue.
Colin Northmore, principal of
Sacred Heart College, Observatory,
which runs the Three2Six, gave a
presentation on how the project
came about.
It works with migrants and
refugee children from displaced
communities in the city. The project
started with 62 children, currently
teaches 325 children 600 more on
the waiting list, showing the
project is in high demand.
He played an animated film
“Prescieuse 2” which spoke about
the challenges refugee and migrant
children encounter.
All agencies presented reports on
the work they do.
Lerato Mohone

A

s part of the preliminary
steps before the
Archbishop decides to
open an official inquiry into the
possible beatification of Domitilla
Hyams, he is required to publish
the petition he received from the
Postulator of the Cause, Luigi
Slaviero. A copy of this letter will
be sent to all parishes and all
religious institutions in the
Archdiocese, as well as to other
areas where Danny and Domitilla
Hyams and the Little Eden
Society are known.
This ensures that the faithful of
the Archdiocese, those who may
be connected with Little Eden,
and those who knew Domitilla
and Danny, who may have any
information that may be relevant
to the cause, whether positive or
negative, can send the
information to the Archbishop.
This will assist him in deciding
whether to open the inquiry.
The kind of information that is
relevant to the investigations at
this time will relate to how

Society of St Vincent de Paul’s
combined Gauteng Festival

T
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Domitilla lived out the Christian
virtues (such as prudence, charity,
faith and hope) in her early life in
Italy, her married and family life,
within her parish community of
Edenvale, and in her work of
establishing and running Little
Eden. This information will also
help the inquiry to put together a
list of witnesses that may be
interviewed.
A second reason why the
petition is published, is to
establish whether anyone has
prayed to Domitilla Hyams
asking for her to intercede on
their behalf for a particular
intention or request. This is not
only another important part of
any cause for beatification and

canonisation, but is an important
part of our Catholic faith, too. We
pray to the saints, the blesseds or
simply to those who have died,
asking them to intercede on our
behalf, taking our requests and
petitions to the Lord, in the very
same way that we ask Our Lady,
the Mother of God, to intercede
for us: “Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners, now and
at the hour of our death.” Indeed,
the saints offer us examples of
how to live holy lives, showing
that holiness is not only for a
small group of people, but is
possible for every person with
God’s grace and help. The saints
always point us towards the Lord,
who is the centre of our faith.
Contact details to send
information to the Archdiocese:
Email: beatificationdomitilla@

catholicjhb.org.za

Post: Catholic Archdiocese of
Johannesburg,
Cause of Domitilla Hyams
Private Bag X10, Doornfontein,
2028.
Fr Malcolm McLaren

Vincentians from the Archdiocese hold a
flag that was signed by fellow young
members at a meeting in Spain.

he second annual Society of
St Vincent de Paul (SSVP)
combined Gauteng Festival
themed, Back to the Rule, took
place on 29 September at Holy
Trinity, Midrand.
It was attended by Vincentians
from Johannesburg, Pretoria,
Mpumalanga and Limpopo,
including religious sisters
belonging to the order.
The three central councils’
presidents presented their reports
in which they itemised their
respective challenges, successes
and way forward.
The society’s national youth
coordinator, Boipelo Mathodlana
from St John, Northriding,
presented an inspiring address on
her recent pilgrimage to
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Petition for
Beatification
of Domitilla
Hyams
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Salamanca, Spain for the SSVP
Youth International Meeting
together with Grace Shohniwa
from Church of the Resurrection,
Bryanston.
With the society, founded by
young people, Boipelo shared how
young Vincentians should be the
protagonists of the present and
future of the SSVP.
She made this practical by airing
a video with snippets of their
activities in Spain and other
national activities they partook in,
such as the Mini World Youth Day.
National president, Peter
Keshwar, presented the history of
the society which has, to date,
served over 30 million people
worldwide. He also spoke about
how, as a non-profit organisation/

public benefit organisation, it is
imperative that they comply with
requirements such as providing
statistics to funders.
Zone Two coordinator from
Botswana, Tebogo Magakwa and
his young family travelled all the
way to join in the festivities. He
said he came to give support, not
only as a council affiliated to South
Africa but as a true Vincentian.
Youth from St Philip Neri,
Moletsane entertained attendees
with their vibrant performances
and led the music at a Mass
celebrated by Archbishop William
Slattery.
He was assisted by parish priest,
Fr Thomas Joseph Vanderkunnel
and Fr Joseph Puliyilaicat.
Said Archbishop Slattery: “I
would like to thank the Society of
St Vincent de Paul for the celebration of the feast of St Vincent and
for the work that you are doing
which is founded the in the Gospel.”
His homily reflected on the origin
of SSVP as he challenged members
to think about the spirit and
attitude they bring when they visit
the poor.
He told them that their duty is
not to focus only on handing out
food parcels and clothes, but to
meet all kinds of needs – spiritual,
emotional, socio-economic.
He concluded his homily by
reminding them that God loves a
joyful giver.
Lerato Mohone
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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI with
some of the representatives.
Inset: Archbishop Buti addressing
the audience.

Inset: Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Peter Wells.
Above: Archbishop during his homily.

Blessing of the chapel of
Our Lady of Lebanon
The 16 September was a special day
for Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbarton.
Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Peter
Wells was invited to celebrate Mass
and to bless the newly-renovated
chapel in the shrine of Our Lady.
Also in attendance was Lebanese
Ambassador to South Africa, Kabalan
Frangieh, Portuguese Ambassador to
South Africa, Manuel Carvalho
together with Portuguese Consul
General, Francisco Xavier De
Meireles. Concelebrating Mass with
the Archbishop were Fr Maurice

Chidiac (superior of the Maronite
church in SA) Fr Jean Yammine,
Charbel Habchi and Pierre Chemaly.
Mass was followed by a short
procession to the shrine and a
blessing of the chapel. The
dignitaries were taken on a tour of
the accompanying primary school
and of the progress of the high
school that is currently being built.
After lunch, Fr Maurice was
presented with a cake for his
birthday which was on Friday,
14 September.

Second Annual Memorial
Lecture presented in Italy

S

outh African and international
supporters visited Italy on 14,
15 and 16 September in celebration of the life of the late founders
of Little Eden Society – Danny
and Domitilla Hyams – and to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Domitilla Rota Hyams.
Domitilla was born in Almenno
San Bartolomeo in 1918.
This special visit commenced

with a celebration followed by a
presentation of an article called
“The essence of the message of
Love of Domitilla and Danny” by
Claudio Salvetti.
Representatives attended the
second annual Danny and Domitilla Memorial Lecture at Domitilla’s town of birth, Bergamo in
Italy on Saturday, 15 September.
The memorial lecture was

faithfully the virtues of the Holy
Family. Her deep faith, unwaverFrom left, Kevin ing trust in divine providence and
Uche, Sr Lorintense love of God shine from
raine Akal
her words and works.
(CSN), Louis
Before her death, Victoire had
Tshilomba,
the happiness of seeing all eight
Kevin Kingsley
congregation houses flourish. She
and Monsignor
left her sisters a heritage of selfVincent Hill.
less devotion to those in need,
made possible by a life of deep
prayer.
the world, always seeking to care
‘Friends of Nazareth’ wish to
for the poor and needy of all ages.
grow
in the spirit of the Holy
The sisters wanted each of their
Family
of Nazareth and in the
Nazareth Houses to be a haven of
charism
of their foundress Victoire
peace, joy and love for the poor
Larmenier.
and suffering, where all would
They share our Nazareth way of
respect and love one another as
life;
and have opportunities for
did Jesus, Mary and Joseph in the
prayer
with the local community
first little home in Nazareth.
and
ongoing
spiritual enrichment.
They set out to bring the love of
Friends
of
Nazareth
meetings
God into the lives of the aged and
are
held
to
help
friends
underyoung alike who, because of the
stand
the
values
and
ethos
of the
treatment they had received, might
congregation
and
to
put
those
have come to believe that even
values into practice in their daily
God had abandoned them.
lives and in promoting the work of
Victoire and the early Sisters,
the Sisters of Nazareth.
united in love, sought to reflect
Sr Lorraine Akal

A special cake to commemorate the blessing
of the shrine is cut by
the ambassadors, the
Archbishop, Parish Priest
Fr Jean Yammine and
Fr Maurice Chidiac.

Growing the
spirit of the
Holy Family of
Nazareth

T

Above, from left: Fr Pierre Chemaly,
Fr Maurice Chidiac, Apotolic Nuncio
Peter Wells, Fr Jean Yammine (Parish
Priest), Fr Charbel Habchi.

presented by Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale OMI. The theme of the
lecture was on the life journey of
the founders. The Archbishop
spoke extensively about events
and Domitilla’s deep belief in her
faith which shaped and prepared
her for the work she was to start
in South Africa and the
supporting role that her
husband, Danny, played in
her life.
He shared the news that the
Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference had
approved the investigation into
the cause of Danny and Domitilla
Hyams as a couple for sainthood
and that the nihil obstat has been
sent to the Vatican in Rome for
the next step.
Visit Little Eden website
www.littleeden.org.za or contact
Nichollette Muthige on
011 609 7246 or
email info@littleeden.org.za

he history of the Sisters of
Nazareth has its roots in 1851
when Victoire Larmenier, a young
sister in Rennes, France was sent
to England. Six years later, she
founded the first Nazareth House
in Hammersmith, London.
Since then, the congregation has
grown and expanded throughout

Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop
Peter Wells entrance
procession.

Mark Kisogloo

CWL retreat

Celebrating the feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross
From left: Sonto Thabethe, Margaret Ndlovu, Stella Sithole, Gugu Ramoroa,
Busi Khanyile and Thoko Xulu of Holy Cross, Zola on the celebration of
feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.
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Above: Members of the Catholic
Women’s League of St Peter Claver,
Pimville at a retreat at Lumko on
25 and 26 August.
Left, standing from left:Khomotso
Mogale, Hleziphi Manganyi,
Charlotte Smith, Tshidi Xaba and
Sizakele Mbambo.
Sitting: Mary Mahasha and Fikile
Mokoena

CWL’s annual visit
to Sterkfontein
Hospital
On 16 September Catholic
Women’s League members from
South West, Far West and Vaal
regional councils paid their
annual visit to the Sterkfontein
Hospital bringing gift hampers,
songs and joy to the patients
who are lonely and sick.
Tebogo Tsimane

Photos: Lebo WA Majahe
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CSO NEWS
Catholic Schools Office Grade 11 Growing Leaders ~
2018 CSO Leadership Course
Leadership Day

Gary Norton

P

Learners pay attention to the presentations.

L

eaders don’t create followers. They create more leaders. The wisdom
contained in this statement is the reason for bringing together young
people in grade 11 from Catholic high schools across Johannesburg. They
spent Saturday morning, 15 September at St David’s Marist, Inanda for an
experience of leadership development.
Planned and facilitated by the team at St David’s, the morning gave
young leaders break-away workshop opportunities which focussed on the
skills necessary to lead, inspire and motivate their peers.
The final address by Daniel Hewlett from the
Three2Six Refugee Project explored the issue of
refugees and the value of volunteerism.

Daniel Hewlett.
Dave Smith addressing Grade 11s.

A

RE Seminar

number of religious education
(RE) coordinators and staff in
the life orientation /life skills departments at Catholic schools attended
an RE Seminar at St Augustine
College on Tuesday, 25 September.
The time spent together was
worthwhile, albeit rather
challenging as presenters from
Mindburst and the Three2Six School
Refugee Project focussed on the
issues of refugees and xenophobia.
While it is almost impossible to
find any packaged solution to these

6
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issues, it is vital that the conversation is had in our schools, so that we
continue to create in our young
people an awareness of, and a deep
sense of reverence for, people who
may be different from themselves.
Add to this a genuine appreciation
of difference and similarity in our
learning, teaching and living spaces.
There are many complex layers that
need careful and respectful
unpacking, and we believe that the
Catholic ethos in our schools is a
wonderful starting point for this.

articipants in the 2018
Leadership Course gathered
at Marist Brothers, Linmeyer
on 26 and 27 July for the 5 and 6
modules of the course. These were
facilitated by Gary Norton (Marist
Brothers Linmeyer) on Working
With and Through People, and
Graham Howarth (Dominican
Convent School) who dealt with
the management of resources.
The final module of the leadership course was held at Sacred
Heart College on Thursday, 11
October. High school principal,
Heather Blanckensee, and head of

CSO Principals’
Forum Meeting

N

avigating our journey
through life involves the
one constant for all of us:
change. This demands adaptability,
flexibility and a willingness to step
out of our comfort zone, in order
to embrace risk.
At their termly Forum Meeting
on Tuesday, 11 September, heads

Graham Howarth.
Colin Northmore and
Heather Blanckensee.

college, Colin Northmore
facilitated an interactive day of
lively discussion on the Legal
Framework of Leadership in
Catholic Education.
With completed modules and a

and principals of Catholic schools
spent some time in prayer and
reflection, led by Frances Correia.
This was followed by her very
insightful presentation on evolution.
André Croucamp, presenter and
director of the Mind Burst Workshop, then addressed principals on
the very crucial aspect of education
for the ‘fourth industrial
revolution’. As we approach the
end of another academic year, it is
necessary to explore how best we

deeper awareness created of the
challenges and rewards of leadership, successful candidates can now
look forward to their Graduation
Ceremony in November.

are able to keep our Catholic
schools relevant and viable. This
is an essential exercise in the face
of the many socio-economic
challenges that constantly present
themselves in all our school
communities. It is our prayer that
our principals stay inspired and
motivated to continue their
critical work of school leadership,
while forming and helping young
people evolve into adult citizens
of integrity.

Choir Festival & Workshop

Janet Chalmers from
St Benedict’s College

A

nother enjoyable and hugely
successful Choir Festival was
held for Catholic schools in
Johannesburg on 18 September.
Primary and high schools

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

(including St Peter Claver
Secondary School from
Kroonstad) gathered at the
Linder Auditorium at the Wits
School of Education to showcase
the wonderful musical talent of
young people.
A workshop was held at Holy
Rosary School, Edenvale, on 20 September. Here schools were divided
into groups where two new songs
were learned in each phase, and
later performed in Shanahan Hall.
The passion, commitment and
enthusiasm with which choirs
prepared for both events was evident in their energy, exuberance
and sense of camaraderie.
Clearly many hours were spent
using the varied gifts of teaching,
music, song and dance to build

relationships that
express unity in the
network of Catholic
schools.
An annual feature on the CSO
annual calendar, the Choir Festival
was a fitting event leading up to
Heritage Day, with the massed
item – We Are the Children of South
Africa – being sung on both days,
high-lighting how incredibly
proud we are of the legacy of
Catholic Education in South Africa.
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HERITAGE DAY CELEBRATIONS
Linmeyer

Celebrating the Nativity of Our Lady
On 8 September, the Church celebrates the Nativity of Our Lady. Marist
Brothers, Linmeyer, was previously named Marian College after Mary; thus
the special day is celebrated with Mass and a picnic for staff and students.

On 24 September, Marist Brothers Linmeyer celebrated Heritage Day.
Marist staff and students were dressed in clothes that represented their
heritage. It was a celebration of unity in diversity.
Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

Regina Mundi
Fr Reginald Anthony OMI, parish
priest of Regina Mundi, after being
presented with a seanamarena during the heritage mass on Sunday 23
September.
Lebo WA Majahe

Freedom Park

All Souls’ Day

A

ll Souls’ Day is on 2 November,
following All Saints’ Day on
Sunday, 4 November and is an
opportunity for Roman Catholics
to commemorate the faithful
departed. On the day, the Church
remembers and prays for the souls
in purgatory - the place in which
those who have died - atone for
their sins before being granted
entry into heaven.
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
invites all to a Mass which will be
celebrated for the repose of the
souls of the deceased bishops,
priests, deacons and religious who
have served in and around archdiocese of Johannesburg, on Saturday, 24 November at the Cathedral at 09h30. See poster below.

Blessed Joseph Gerard in Freedom Park celebrated Heritage Day on Sunday,
23 September.

Annastacia Mphuthi
HOD for Liturgy Department

Protea
Glen
Catholic Women’s
League from Blessed
Isidore Bakanja,
Protea Glen celebrating Cultural Day on
the 30 September.

Kagiso
On 30 September, St Peter’s, Kagiso 2 had a beautiful celebration for the closure of Heritage month. Congregants came in
their colourful array of traditional outfits. A group of men and
women handed donations of fruit and vegetables to grandmothers of the church just after Mass.
Tebogo Tsimane

A

Mamosa Phetoe in her new wheelchair
and Omolemo van Rooyen.

A young person
moved to help a
friend
November 2018

fter receiving a motivating letter from 10-year-old
Omolemo van Rooyen from St Gabriel, Khutsong,
Joseph Dube and Tebogo Masunyane from the Justice
and Peace Department handed over a wheelchair on 23
September.
In her letter, Omolemo said that in during the March school
holidays last year she had visited the Pioneers Pre- School in
Khutsong and met Mamosa Phetoe.
Omolemo asked the teacher about Mamosa’s condition
and asked why they could not help her. The teacher said they
did not have the resources.
She then asked her mother to help Mamosa as she has
assisted children at school where she is working with the
School Best Support Team.
During Lent, the parish’s Justice and Peace group collected
bottle tops and wrote a motivating letter for Mamosa to the
department.
“I was happy when my mother told me that the
department had considered my letter and would be handing
over the wheelchair to Mamosa. I am proud that she has
received the much-needed wheelchair,” she added.
St Gabriel, Khutsong Justice and Peace members

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Beatification and canonisation of Maria Domitilla Hyams continued from page 1.

Accordingly, after having consulted with my brother Bishops, and
having verified the existence of a reputation of sanctity enjoyed by her
during her life and growing ever stronger after her death, I, Buti Joseph
Tlhagale, Archbishop of Johannesburg, hereby make public the petition
from the postulator, Luigi Slaviero, to open a cause of Beatification and
Canonisation of Maria Domitilla Hyams.
In conformity with the norms established by the Congregation for the
Causes of the Saints, I invite any and all who may have received graces
or favours though her intercession, or have useful information regarding this cause, to come forward and bring such documents, materials, or
information to my attention, by contacting the following address:

Mercy Day
Celebrations

Grade 7 Mass at
Regina Mundi,
Rockville MC Sr Connie Khuele
Fr Thabo Mothiba
and Fr Reginald
Anthony.

Below: The offertory
procession

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg,
Cause of Domitilla Hyams
Private Bag X10, Doornfontein 2028

From left, Tyra Penn, Carla
Jimenez-Tunez, Gabriella Kalify,
Fr Shaun Mary Von Lillienfeld,
Dorothy Kapembwa, Olivia Kalify
and Ivana Truda.

Email: beatificationdomitilla@catholicjhb.org.za
Given at the Chancery on this 18th day of October 2018. 			
		

+ Buti Joseph Tlhagale OMI
Archbishop of Johannesburg

Grade 7 learners

M

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho
Chancellor

Public can now view
the Shrine model continued from page 1.

The Shrine committee anticipates
that the building
process will begin
early next year. The
venue is already
hosting parish groups every
weekend for retreats, hikes and
mountain climbing. People from
neighbouring dioceses of Pretoria,
Klerksdorp and Rustenburg are
visiting the Shrine.
Parishes are also asked to form
friends of the shrine, constituting
of at least 10 members who are
willing to help with fund raising
and to be the voice of the Shrine.
For details contact the ADNews
office which will arrange a meeting with Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
OMI who will be present to
explain the process.
To book for a group visit, contact Fr Charles Uloko, the Rector
of the Shrine on 083 540-0170.
Lebo WA Majahe

W
Vaal’s Sacred Heart
new youth uniform
Vaal Sacred Heart Youth (SHY)
launched its new uniform on 16
September. They say they are now
ready to work always follow in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ plus striving for unity at all times.

Pruvinance Moeketsi

ith their banners proudly
displayed, learners from
Catholic schools in
Johannesburg gathered at Regina
Mundi, Rockville for their annual
Grade 7 Mass, concelebrated on
Friday, 12 October, by parish priest,
Fr Reg Anthony omi, and Fr Thabo
Mothiba omi, Chaplain to St Benedict’s College.
The prayerful celebration invited
participation from all schools for
altar serving, readings, prayers,
reflections, singing and liturgical
dancing. Fr Reg challenged the
young people to examine what they
would get rid of, and what they

Liturgical dance

would put in, to make life meaningful and purposeful for themselves
and others.
A wonderful tradition at the Mass
is the offering of donations by the
learners to outreach ministries
associated with the parishes. The
Sisters of Mercy, the Catholic
Women’s League Regina Mundi
Branch and Mary Immaculate Queen
Pre-School Centre were deeply
grateful for the groceries received
from the Grade 7s.

Children of
Mary annual
retreat
The Archdiocesan Children
of Mary held its annual
retreat at Sacred Heart
Centre from 5 to 7 October. Fr Taelo Kimane omi, conducted the
retreat. The retreat was well-attended and spiritually-fulfilling. Pictured is the candle light
procession and the Archdiocesan Executive
Council together with Fr Taelo.

ercy day marks the birth of
Catherine McAuley and the
beginning of Mercy Schools in
Ireland which eventually spread
across the globe. On Friday, 21
September, St Teresa’s School,
Craighall Park celebrated Mercy
Day by participating in the
“Leave Your Print” barefoot
campaign. This campaign was
initiated by the Catholic Schools
Office to raise money for schools
who are severely underresourced.
All children came to school in
their school uniform, but
barefoot, to stand in the place of
so many people in our country
who are less fortunate. The aim
of the campaign was for the
children to try and understand
how difficult it is for many
children to walk long distances to
school every day without their
feet being protected by shoes.
Fr Shaun Mary Von Lillienfeld
from St Martin de Porres, Craighall Park joined in the campaign,
celebrating Mass barefoot and
inviting the adults in the church
to remove their shoes as well.
All the children contributed a
donation towards the campaign
and, at the same, time learnt
empathy for others less fortunate
than themselves.

Debbie de Koning

Vincent
Mashifane

Special prayer for educators
Marist Brothers
This year the Catholic Schools
Office proposed an initiative to
raise awareness and funds for
underprivileged Catholic schools
around South Africa. Marist Brothers, Linmeyer students were asked
to come to school in slippers, barefoot or in sandals on Friday, 14 September and to give a donation of
R10, remembering how many children go to school daily, in all
weather conditions without shoes.
Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant
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Fr Noble Mzolo of St Margaret, Diepkloof on Sunday, 29 September
held special prayers for educators in the light of mayhem in
schools. Teachers’ lives are under constant threat.
Lindiwe Nkolombe
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New leadership

Annual General
Meeting of the
Catholic Women’s
League

Left: CWL National President,
Bernice Cocci (left) and National
News Correspondent Bongi
Mavuka.

T
Fr Johnson Ugwu and Sr Nkhensani Shibambu pictured with the new Soweto
Altar Servers’ Guild executive committee.

T

he Soweto Altar Servers’
Guild held its second
elections since its
inauguration in 2014. Fr Johnson
Ugwu, who was elected by the
clergy in Soweto to guide young
aspiring people, is the new
chaplain and Sr Nkhensani
Shibambu remains as spiritual
director.
The day started with leadership
activities under the theme of
“Getting to know each other”.
Fr Johnson gave a talk on
spiritual leadership giving
characteristics of leadership.
The new leaders are:
Chairperson: Tshepiso Bashe –
St. Pius X
Deputy Chair: Botshelo Phake
– Our Lady of the Assumption
Secretary: Oratile Mokoena –
Our Lady of Mercy
Deputy Secretary: Palesa
Mahloko – Bl Isidore Bakanja
Treasurer: Sithukazi Nqono –

Our Lady of Victory
Bookkeeper: Mapaseka
Mpangane – Good Shepherd
Public Relations Officer:
Bongeka Khumalo – St Theresa
Fundraising Coordinator:
Kamogelo Letsoalo – St Pius X.
Both outgoing chairpersons
Tebogo Petja and Lesego Zikhali
gave a moving talk on the future
of the guild
Tebogo said: “We thank you for
your continued support and
prayers. I humbly ask you to work
closely with the incoming leaders
and allow them to lead you.
Lesego said, we are proud, as the
Guild, that we have seen the
response to vocations with four
brothers studying to be priests and
one young lady who has responded
to the call of God.
The new leadership will be
inaugurated on St Stephen’s Day,
26 December.

he Church of the
Resurrection in Bryanston
was the venue for the
annual general meeting of the
Catholic Women’s League.
Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament preceded the meeting.
Spiritual Director, Fr Vincent
Pienaar gave a brief Homily
asking members if they were
spectators or participators.
Archdiocesan president,
Matilda Dube gave her report for
the year ending 31 March 2018.
It was in-depth and comprehensive, leaving no stone
unturned in giving members an
overview of the workings of the
League. She reported that
membership stood at 2 161 in the
Archdiocese. Financials were
reported on, and thanks were
extended to members for their
support and hard work.
Thereafter, tea was served and
members left with the knowledge
that our motto of “Charity, Work
and Loyalty” and the patronage
of our Lady Mary is the key to a
successful league.   

Ida Steyn
Diocesan News Correspondent

Catholic Women’s
League Diocesan
President – Matilda
Dube.

Y

Salesian Youth Movement Synod

outh from the Salesian Youth Movement in Johannesburg gathered at
All Saints Salesian parish, Ennerdale to reflect on the theme of faith as
part of preparation for the Synod on Youth. Two young people shared their
journey of faith, which was followed by group discussions and concluded
with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The October meeting took place
Br Clarence Watts
at Sancta Maria, Finetown.

Lesego Zikhali

Permanent Deacons’ Retreat
Deacons of the Archdiocese attended a retreat with their wives at Good Shepherd Retreat
Centre in Hartbeespoort. The retreat took place from 14 to 16 September and was facilitated by Bishop Joao Rodrigues from Tzaneen Diocese.
Rev Deacon Philippe Lukusa
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Catholic men should support
one another

Soweto’s oldest parish
celebrates 90 years

T

he second annual Vaal Deanery
Catholic Men’s Forum (CMF)
retreat was held on Heritage
Day at St Benedict the Black,
Sebokeng. The day began with the
celebration of Mass said by Fr David
Barnard and Fr Henri Gonsan Sma.
They were assisted by Rev Deacon
Dennis Mashaba.
Fr David expressed his joy at the
opportunity of ministering to fellow
men, reminding them that it was
their day and they should “rejoice
and be glad in it”.
Speaking on the theme of the
retreat, ‘Culture in relation to Faith’,
he said: “Culture evolves and intermixes. It can be in line with God’s
commandments, but it can also
clash with them.”
He continued, “God’s characteristic
is love therefore His culture is that of
love, unity, peace, compassion, communion, mercy and forgiveness. Any
characteristic conflicting with these
is the culture of the devil.”
The priest gave examples of spirits
sowed by the devil which he described as division, slander, gossip,
hate, mistrust and individualism.
“When you have the Spirit of God,
you will be able to discern these –
the scriptures also caution us against
vices,” he advised.
After breakfast, the men reconvened to reflect and discuss challenges they encounter and to guide
and advise each other.
The topic of divorce and marriage
annulment was discussed at length.
The forum lamented that young
men did not attend the retreat as
they are the ones most affected.
Fr Barnard reminded the men that
they are each other’s keepers.
“Priests are human, thus lay men
should not be afraid to offer them
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counsel. Equally, when a lay man
strays, politely show him the correct
path. If he does not listen to you,
take the advice in Matthew 18 and
take one or two brothers along.”
In his closing, chairperson of CMF
in the deanery, Vusi Xulu reiterated
that men should be positive models
of the Catholic faith by contributing
and taking care of families, the
church and society. He encouraged
them to start preparing for the
Archdiocesan CMF’s fifth anniversary
which will be held at St Hubert,
Alexandra in May 2019.
Lerato Mohone

We celebrate with
our clergy
We celebrate the birthdays and
anniversaries of ordination
of the below clergy.
Pray for them.
Ordinations
Rev Aubrey Damster
Fr Antonio Nunes
Fr Shaun Von Lillienfeld
Rev Graham Meiring
Fr Rodney George
Fr Kifle Kirba
Fr Kgomotso Sebopela

29-11-92
19-11-95
09-11-96
07-11-04
13-11-04
03-11-12
14-11-14

Birthdays in November
st
1
Fr Miguel De Lemos
3rd Fr Elijah Otu
Rev Abednigo Thokoane
5th Fr Tauro Arvin
8th Fr Matthew Opiyo
Fr Hubert Obaedo
10th Fr Karmelo Stric
Fr Deneys Williamson
11th Msgr Barney McAleer
14th Fr Similo Mngadi
Fr Brian Mhlanga
22nd Rev Lessing Drummond
Fr Mokesh Morar
Fr Godwin Garuba
24th Fr Jude Burgers
26th Fr Teboho Matseke
27th Fr Graham Pugin

Mashudu Malimagovha and
Puseletso Kwatsha cut the
anniversary cake.

Representing
the different
sodalities.

Catholic Men’s Forum
from the Vaal Deanery.

The choir singing celebratory tunes.
Making a commitment to God anew
whilst blessed by the Archbishop.

M

onth long activities were
held to mark St Peter
Claver, Pimville as the
oldest parish in Soweto at 90
years old.
The celebration culminated in a
special Mass led by Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale on 30 September.
Concelebrating were parish priest,
Fr Tom Segami OMI and
Fr Mahlomola Sekoto OMI. They
were assisted by Rev Deacon
Abednigo Thokoane.
The Archbishop, in his homily,
said the first feeling that comes to
mind is a feeling of gratitude,
giving thanks to God for the long
life. Any anniversary, be it 90, 50,
20, 10 years was an opportunity
to examine whether it had been
worthwhile.

Fr Ejike Mbaka
visits South
Africa

Have we squandered or productively used opportunities, overcome disappointments and
betrayals, reconciled with our
families and enemies, he asked.
Have we engaged in works of
charity to overcome our own
selfishness and have we have
become better Christians who, if
they were to die today, would go
to heaven and be saints, he further
asked.
The Archbishop invited a
couple, sodality representatives
and a young person to renew their
respective commitments.
This was followed by those who
felt the need to renew their
personal promise or vow to God
and to symbolically touch the
Easter candle which represents
Christ.
He concluded his homily with a

Photos by Gabriel Selamolele

blessing from Deuteronomy 28.
A special song, St Peter Claver,
composed especially for the
occasion by Paul Tshabalala, was
rendered by the choir, amongst
other performances. The First
Holy Communion class rendered
a song in their angelic voices.
Maureen Lebogang Phati,
school principal of St Peter Claver
Primary, which is next door to the
parish, shared the rich and beneficial relationship they enjoy with
the parish.
Fr Tom extended his gratitude to
contributors who made the occasion come to fruition and invited
people to join the festivities.
The event was also attended by
the Sisters of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary.
Lerato Mohone

Fr Ejike Mbaka, from Nigeria on
his first visit to the Mother of Mercy
Shrine, Magaliesburg, seen blessing
a pilgrim at the crusade held on
21 September.

Fr Ejike is a Catholic priest of
Enugu Diocese in Nigeria, and
the founder and spiritual Director of Adoration Ministries. He
was ordained on 29 July 1995.
Priests and
altar servers in
dance during
Mass

... and in early December
st
1
Fr Emmanuel Kagimbangabo
3rd Fr Keith Gordon- Davis
4th Fr Liam Mac Dermott
Theresa Mngomezulu, Lebo
Majahe, Veronica Pieterson and
Katleho Mokonyane during Mass.
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Tsholofelo Mokale, Nomvula Mokonyane and Joyce Maphisa
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Members of St Cecilia were animating Mass. They are pictured here with
Lebo WA Majahe
Fr Mbaka.
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Holy Rosary’s annual festa

RIP
Edna Molewa

Procession after Mass led by young girls who threw petals
on the ground to make way for Our Lady. Roses for Our
Lady in honour of the parish patronal feast day.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke and Minister
Nomvula Mokonyane after the memorial
service.

B

ishop Duncan Tsoke, officiated
at the official memorial service
of the late Minister Edna Molewa, of
the Ministry of Environmental
Affairs. Minister Molewa was a
staunch Catholic, a parishioner of
the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in

Shrine committee members met at the
festa; from left, Tsholofelo Mokale,
Mannie Coopman and Lebo
WA Majahe (Pic by Kamo Majahe)

T

he Johannesburg Portuguese community of the
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary parish, Krugersdorp shared their passion for great food with
many other ethnicities on the parish patronal feast day
which was celebrated on Sunday, 7 October.
The day began with Mass, celebrated by Msgr Barney
McAleer and concelebrated by Frs. Ignatius Fidgeon
OMI and Terence Barnard OMI. The parish was beautifully decorated with an assortment of flowers. When
asked why the Holy Rosary festa has enjoyed so much
success for the past years, it took parishioner, Dorcas
Mokale, without blinking an eyelid said: “It is the food
and the fabulous atmosphere to relax over great music
with friends and family.”
The festa committee consists of about 10 people who
have organised the annual festa for the past 21 years.
The event not only attracts parishioners, but people
from as far and wide as Kagiso, Randfontein and Victory Park.
Choir singing and dancing provided live entertainment. Fr Fidgeon described the day as a great success
Lebo WA Majahe
and thanked all.
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Catholic Bible Foundation
Scripture workshop

Bosman, Pretoria. She served in
government since the dawn of
democracy under all the presidents,
and held key various positions. A
teacher by profession, she started in
environmental conservation in the
90s when she was still a member of
the executive committee responsible for the environment in North
West. This was a time when attention was not being paid to nature
conservation. However, she started
adopting rhinos to ensure that did
not get extinct. She was the first
woman premier of the North West
province and held, amongst other
honorary titles, the Officer in the
French Legion of Honour, awarded
by the French Government. She is
survived by her mother, siblings,
children and grand-children.
Lebo WA Majahe

Mary-Theresa
Leboa
1945–2018

M
The group who attended the Catholic Bible Foundation Scripture workshop at Cathedral Place on Saturday, 6 October. Three participants completed the
three scripture programme on the Gospel of Luke,
Matthew and Mark. Above from left: Luthando
Mbhele – St Martin De Porres, Orlando West; Francis
Tala – Immaculate Conception, Rosebank; Zodwa
Mabaso – St Martin De Porres, Orlando West.
Those who only completed the Gospel of Mark:
Maseiso Pelesa – Holy Spirit, Dobsonville; David
Maseko – St Patrick’s, La Rochelle and Solomon Tesfagiorgis – Cathedral of Christ the King
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ary-Therese Ntsula Leboa
Johanna Shanana Malepe was
born on 29 November 1945. When
she crossed the border to study her
primary at Pitseng Lesotho, she was
Hermina Dikeledi Bridget Lebeko
Malepe from the Anglican Church.
She assumed the name MaryTherese on converting to the
Catholic faith. She completed her
schooling at Holy Cross School in
Alexandra where she started her
career as a teacher. In August 1968,
she married Daniel Ramotho Leboa.
They were blessed with four children She held many prominent
positions as in the teaching profession as well as within the Catholic
Church. She joined Kemolo e senang

Sekodi ya Maria (Immaculate
Conception) in 1987 and became
one of first female pioneers of the
movement, becoming the first
Diocesan president of the movement in 1991. She is survived by her
3 children, 6 grandchildren Kabi,
Kamo, Oreratile, Reitumetse,
Onkgopotse and Isago.
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These hands … Dr Nontando Hadebe (left)
attended the World Conference on Xenophobia,
Racism and Populist
Nationalism in the Context of Global Migration.
Pope Francis greeted all
the delegates and, in
greeting, Dr Hadebe
clasped both hands of
Dianne Willman who
attended the We Are All
Church (WAACSA) talk.

Where
are the
Dreamers?
Above: Caption to be supplied

Trafficking in
persons happens
on your doorstep
At the invitation of Sisters for
Justice, the Southern African
Catholics’ Bishops Conference
Counter Trafficking in Persons (CTIP)
desk, Child-line, Jesuit Refugee
Service, the Salvation Army,
National Freedom Network and the
Teddy Bear Clinic, assembled at Zoo
Lake to raise public awareness
about human trafficking. Trafficking
is modern-day slavery and involves
the buying and selling of people for
the purposes of exploitation.
On the morning of Saturday,
6 October, the various organisations involved in anti-trafficking
activities set up their stands some
distance apart from each other and
engaged the passing public. Earlier
in the day, people getting their early
morning exercise took pamphlets,
and even posters, home with them

From left: Sr Melanie O’Connor of the
Southern African Catholics’ Bishops
Conference from the Counter Trafficking in Persons desk, Ephraim Charles
Whanga, a Talitha Kum volunteer from
St Augustine parish in the Pretoria
Archdiocese and Kenneth Mugwiri of
the same parish at Zoo Lake.

to share at work or in their churches.
Later in the day, people came to Zoo
Lake to picnic and socialise with
those activists who manned the
tables and stalls.
The point was made that, while
criminal and a gross violation of
human, human trafficking happens
in ‘normal’ society. It is the fastest
growing criminal activity of the day.
The CTIP desk is a joint project
with the Leadership Conference of
Consecrated Life (LCCL), an association of the religious congregations. For more information call
Sr Melanie on (012) 3236458.
Information pamphlets were
widely distributed on the day. The
national hotline is 0800 222-777.
Judy Stockill

Groundswell

I

n the Parish of the Immaculate
Conception, Rosebank action has
been taken on the crisis in the
Church of clergy sex abuse of
minors. Under the auspices of the
PPC and its ad hoc sub-committee,
Groundswell, a public forum was
convened on 9 October.
Rev Brent Chalmers, noted that
the reports on church sex abuse by
the Pennsylvania Grand Jury and the
Royal Commission in Australia were
known. He addressed an audience of
about 60 people, most, but not all,
faithful members of the parish.
Brent, in his address, focused on
Pope Francis’ call to the people of
God to “do something.”
In baptism, we were called to
become priests, prophets and kings,
Rev Brent reminded the audience;
exhorting all to raise their voices as
prophets of old. Demand answers,
he said. Who knew what, when?
Speak out. Fight for our Church –
not the institutional church which
has abused its structures by conflating them with power, creating a
culture of fear and silence which has
bedevilled clericalism, he appealed.
Fight instead for a church of
service to the poor and vulnerable;
fight for the victims; fight for the
billions of US dollars diverted from
the charitable work of the Church to
fund the cover-up of heinous crimes,
he continued.
Rev Deacon Gerald Rodrigues
reported on conversations with
bishops of the SA Catholic Bishops’
Conference about clergy abuse in
South Africa. He said he was
disappointed by an attitude of
bishops feeling obliged to ‘look after’
priests by transferring, not reporting,
known abusers.
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Rev Deacon Brent Chalmers talks about
the abuse crisis in the Church. In front
are Prof Douglas Irvine (left) who chaired
the meeting and Rev Deacon Gerald
Rodrigues.

At the very same time of the
meeting, a press conference held
earlier in the day, also in Rosebank,
was airing on SABC. Details of the
sexual abuse of a minor in his care at
the Twilight Shelter by a Catholic
priest, William MacCurtain, were
made public. The victim-survivor of
the abuse, now in his forties, had the
support of various NGOs and other

D

r Nontando Hadebe is a
well-known African
theologian. She is recognised internationally as an
exciting, challenging and inspiring
speaker, thinker and writer.
She spoke on “Global Trends in
Catholic Theologies” at the We
Are All Church (WAACSA)
meeting of 22 September in Rome
in September under the auspices
of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development
and the World Council of
Churches in collaboration with the
Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity.
Dr Nontando spoke in the
context of global migration, ??
Agreeing that churches can play
a pivotal role, a view shared by
the UN, in the task of promoting a
just and peaceful human society,
world leaders of all religions,
government and secular organisations worked in both ecumenical
groups, and in regional groups, to

arrive at a declaration, still to be
finalised. In the Africa group
discussion, xenophobia and the
violence of corruption, including
government, as violence against
their people, dominated.
Speakers addressing the conference were from various religions
and activist groups including
‘Black Lives Matter’. In the spirit
of Martin Luther King, this
speaker delivered an inspirational
call for a ‘vision beyond what we
know. Let’s encourage poets,
artists, musicians and dreamers.’
The draft declaration
acknowledges compassion as the
starting point; God is present in
each and in creation; there is a
need to truly listen – even in
disagreement; language must be
inclusive not polarising.
Bridge Building in Sarajevo
From Rome, Dr Hadebe went to
Sarajevo where the population of
Catholics, Orthodox and Muslims
– Croatians and Serbians – have

community groupings.
From the floor, suggestions of
married priests, women priests,
improved teaching on sexuality and
different selection and formation of
priests were put forward as possible
preventative measures in the future.
In the short term, the Church should
adopt the protocol developed by
the Catholic Institute for Education
over the last 10 years to keep
children safe. And the Church in
Southern Africa should immediately
report abuse of minors to the civil
authorities as is required by law.
A five-point resolution for
presentation to our Archbishop was
adopted nem con. The resolution
calls on the Archbishop to share the
resolution which records the anger,
shame and humiliation the scandal
has caused those present, with his
fellow bishops, in particular, those
who will be going to Rome for the
special synod on the sex abuse crisis.

Other clauses of the resolution
seek radical answers to the issues
and questions raised by the sex
abuse scandal; call for bishops to be
held accountable; for abusers to be
prosecuted and here, in the
Southern African conference area,
that the Church investigate all
allegations of sex abuse by clergy.
This public forum was but a first
step by Groundswell to share the
task of restoring confidence and
Judy Stockill
trust in the Church.

been working to overcome their
violent past to live a normal life
together. There is a genocide
museum, historical war sites and
paving stones marking the killing
sites where people were shot dead
by snipers in the surrounding hills.
Catholic Women Speak
Dr Hadebe, in what she calls a
personal year of discernment, was
leaving for Rome after the lecture
for a symposium convened by the
‘Catholic Women Speak’ network.
Dr Hadebe’s contribution was
titled “Whose Life Matters?
Violence Against Lesbians and the
Politics of Life in the Church”.
Bishops attending the synod on
Young People, Faith and Vocational Discernment would receive
a copy as a gift.
The Abuse Crisis
In any institutional crisis scapegoats are sought; untruths and
myths abound.
Dr Hadebe warned against being
taken in by myths such as that it is
a gay problem. It happens
everywhere; celibacy is the cause;
not really paedophilia, she added.
The truth is, that to protect priestly
friends, there has been a cover-up
of “monstrous proportions”.
During discussion time, it
became clear that there was a
great deal of anger at the sexual
sins of priests and outrage about
the cover-up and the perpetuation
of the cover-up.
(See related article)
Judy Stockill
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